
 

MEETING AGENDA OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH 

 
MEETING DATE August 27, 2015 MEETING TIME 7:30PM 

MEETING PLACE High Bridge Firehouse 7 Maryland Ave. 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and alternatively any 

items specifically listed may be omitted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  

 Mayor calls meeting to order and makes the following statement:  “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings 
Act, notice of 2015 Meeting Dates was noticed to the Hunterdon County Democrat and the Express Times on 
August 18, 2015, and posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall.  Action may be taken.”  

 
2. FLAG SALUTE:  Led by Mayor or Presiding Officer. 

 

3. ROLL CALL:  

Roll Call Vote  P=Present A=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  Mayor Desire  

 
4. PROCLAMATION: -  

 Turn the Towns Teal Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
 

5. MOTION TO APPROVE OR CORRECT EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES: 

Executive Session  meeting minutes of October 23, & November 20, 2014 and January 22, & February 12, 
2015 

Motion to Amend/Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to five (5) 
minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject.  Comments may be 
made on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be saved 
for that section of the agenda.  No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor and 
Council at the public microphone. 
 

7. CONSENT AGENDA: 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will 
be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  
If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent Agenda and will be considered 
separately. 
 
 

Resolution Number Resolution Title Resolution Description 

173-2015 Reject Bids Cregar Rd Low bid was $771,000 Double 
the amount budgeted 

174-2015 Support Safe Routes to School Will support the funding for 
additional grants  

175-2015: Liquor License for Circa Renewal of Liquor License for 
business. 

176-2015: Liquor License for Mrs. Reilly’s Renewal of Liquor License for 
business. 



177-2015 Anti-Idling RESOLUTION Support Anti-idling campaign, 
to reduce pollution 

178-2015 Shared Service Equipment Agreement To borrow various road 
equipment from Hunterdon 
County. 

Motion to Approve Resolutions 173- 
179: 

 
 

Second:  

Roll Call Vote Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT:  

MID-YEAR Update to be given by the Mayor and Administrator. 

Councilman Zappa PLANNING & ENGINEERING  

Councilwoman 
Hughes 

PUBLIC HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL, SOLID WASTE / 

RECYCLING, OPEN SPACE, & CULTURAL & HERITAGE  

Councilwoman 
Scarcia 

INFORMATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, EVENTS  

Councilman Strange EMERGENCY SERVICES, EDUCATION & MUNICIPAL COURT-   

Councilwoman 
Shipps 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & RECREATION 

Councilman Stemple FINANCE & GOLF 

John Gregory ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   

Mayor Mark Desire EXECUTIVE SERVICES   

 

9. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Month End Tax/Finance Reports 

B. Highlands Plan Conformance Grant 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

  

12. NEW ORDINANCES – NONE 

 

13. PUBLIC HEARING:  2
ND 

READINGS. None 

 

14. DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 

 

15. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to one minute (1) 
per person. No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the 
public microphone. 
 
16. LEGAL ISSUES:  NONE 

 
 

17. BILL LIST: NONE 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  
 

Total Amount: $ NONE 

 

Motion to Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  



 

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None 

RESOLUTION #     -2015: 
 

Motion to Move into 
Executive Session: 

 Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

  

Motion to Return to 
Open Session: 

 Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

19. ADJOURNMENT:  

 
Mayor Desire or presiding officer asks if there is any further business.   

Motion to Adjourn:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

Next Council Meeting, September 10, 2015 REGULAR MEETING,7:30PM, Fire House, 7 Maryland 

Ave., High Bridge, NJ. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS:  (space for members of council and clerk to take notes on each item) 



 
www.highbridge.org Mayor Mark Desire 908-638-6455 

 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

SUNSHINE NOTICE 

 

That there is a Regular Council meeting scheduled for August 27, 2015 at 7:30 pm at the Fire House 

Located at 7 Maryland Ave 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting as defined by the Open Public Meetings Act has been provided by: 1. 

Posting a notice of said meeting in the space provided for such announcements at the Borough Hall on 

August 18, 2015. 2. Posting Notice on the Boroughs Web Site. 3. Providing a Notice to the Hunterdon 

County Democrat and/or the Express Times, the official newspaper(s) of the Borough of High Bridge on 

Tuesday, August 18, 2015. 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Support Safe Routes to School 

 

NUMBER: 174-2015      ADOPTED: August 27,  2015  

 

Whereas, the Mayor and Council are wish to Support the High Bridge Elementary 

Schools application for the Safe Routes to School Grant; and   

 

Whereas, School District has teamed up HART Commuter Information Services to 

provide a designated Safe Route; and  

 

Whereas, having a designated safe route shall be used to encourage walking to and from 

school which will have the benefit among others of reducing traffic congestion, related 

pollution, and increase the health and wellbeing of the public; and  

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and in the State of New Jersey hereby support the 

High bridge Schools Safe Route to School Plan as attached. 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Renewal Plenary Retail Consumption License 

 

NUMBER: 175-2015     ADOPTED: August 27,  2015  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge that 

pursuant to R.S. Title 33 et seq., the following have made application for the annual 

renewal of their liquor license in the Borough of High Bridge; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey approve the said license 

effective July 1, 2015, subject to prior approval by the NJ Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission: 

 

Renewal Term:   07/01/2015 to 06/30/2016 

License Number:  1014-33-005-008 

License Type:   Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Licensee:   HIGH BRIDGE RESTAURANT LLC 

Legal Entity (Licensee) 37 MAIN STREET HIGH BRIDGE, NJ 08829 USA 

Establishment:   CIRCA RESTAURANT 

    37 MAIN STREET HIGH BRIDGE, NJ 08829 USA 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Renewal Plenary Retail Consumption License 

 

NUMBER: 176-2015     ADOPTED: August 27,  2015  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge that 

pursuant to R.S. Title 33 et seq., the following have made application for the annual 

renewal of their liquor license in the Borough of High Bridge; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey approve the said license 

effective July 1, 2015, subject to prior approval by the NJ Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission: 

 

ABC File Number:   

Renewal Term:   07/01/2015 to 06/30/2016 

License Number:  1014-33-004-005 

License Type:   Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Licensee:   Smoking Gun Enterprises, LLC 

Legal Entity (Licensee) 4-6 MAIN STREET HIGH BRIDGE, NJ 08829 USA 

Establishment:   T/A Mrs. Riley’s Publick House 

    37 MAIN STREET HIGH BRIDGE, NJ 08829 USA 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Anti-Idling RESOLUTION 
NUMBER: 177-2015      ADOPTED: August 27,  2015  

 
WHEREAS, emissions from gasoline and diesel-powered vehicles contribute significantly 
to air pollution, including greenhouse gases, ozone formation, fine particulates; and  

 

WHEREAS, numerous scientific studies have found links between exposure to fine 
particles and health effects including premature death, and increased incidents of asthma, 
allergies, and other breathing disorders; and  

 

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency has classified diesel 
exhaust as likely to be carcinogenic to humans; and  

 

WHEREAS, vehicle idling occurs in locations (e.g. school grounds, parking lots, 
distribution centers, strip malls, construction sites, business centers, etc.) where New 
Jerseyans can be exposed to concentrated sources of air pollutant emissions; and  

 

WHEREAS, asthma is a significant public health concern in New Jersey, especially among 
children (up to 25% of New Jersey’s school-age children are asthmatic) and the elderly; and  

 

WHEREAS, the reduction of fine-particle emissions from diesel engines could also prevent 
16,000 new asthma cases annually and save $770 million to $10 billion in health care and 
related costs in the State; and  

 

WHEREAS, for every gallon of gasoline used, the average car produces about 20 pounds of 
carbon dioxide (CO2), the largest contributor to greenhouse climate change, with one-third of 
greenhouse gas emissions coming from the transportation sector; and  

 

WHEREAS, petroleum-based gasoline and diesel fuel are nonrenewable fuels and should 
be used wisely and not wasted; and  

 

WHEREAS, idling is not generally beneficial to a vehicle’s engine because it wears engine 
parts; and  

 

WHEREAS, idling more than 10 seconds uses more fuel and emits more pollutants than 
turning an engine off and on again; and  

 

WHEREAS, current state law prohibits the idling of vehicles for more than three minutes 
and studies have shown that an anti-idling policy will save fuel, prolong engine life, and 
improve air quality, and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Borough Elementary School Environmental Club has been working with 
the HART agency and the HB Police to create an anti idling awareness campaign. 



 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that we support the 
adoption of a strong anti-idling policy by government agencies, schools, businesses, and 
other organizations by:  

 

1.  Make enforcing existing violations and penalties under New Jersey’s existing no-
idling law a priority for all municipal Police Officers pursuant to C. 39:3-70.2 and 
C. 26:2C-1;  

 
2. Encouraging any gasoline or diesel-powered motor vehicle to turn off their engines 

immediately at schools and off-site school related events to minimize exposure of 
children to vehicle emissions;  

 
3. Maintaining municipal vehicles to eliminate any visible exhaust and complying 

with the annual inspection requirement for those vehicles  

 

4. Supporting broad education of the public about the health, environmental and 
economic impacts of idling and ways to reduce idling.  

 

 
 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Shared Services Agreement with the County Of Hunterdon 

 

NUMBER: 178-2015      ADOPTED: August 27,  2015  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a shared services agreement with the County of 

Hunterdon to Borough various equipment for road repair, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT REOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the 

Administrator to enter into a shared service agreement for the use of County road equipment 

with the County of Hunterdon. 

 





    

    

PROCLAMATIONPROCLAMATIONPROCLAMATIONPROCLAMATION    
 

WHEREAS , Turn the Towns Teel is a National Campaign to create awareness of ovarian 

cancer and its symptoms, and 
 

WHEREAS, Ovarian Cancer is often referred to as the “Silent Disease”. There is NO early 

detection test for ovarian cancer, and 
 

WHEREAS, Ovarian Cancer if detected early has a 90-95% survival rate, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Turn the Towns Teal campaign is designed to make people aware of the early 

symptoms of Ovarian Cancer and bring awareness to this Silent Disease by placing signs and 

biodegradable ribbons around the Borough of High Bridge. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge on behalf of 

all its residents proclaim September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month and support the 

Turn the Towns Teal Campaign. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and caused the seal of the 

Borough of High Bridge to be affixed this 27th day of August, 2015. 

 

 

            

Mark Desire, Mayor    Lynn Hughes, Council President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

     

Adam Young   

Deputy Municipal Clerk  

 

                                         ROLL CALL VOTE 

COUNCIL MEMBER YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Mayor Desire     

Councilwoman Hughes     

Councilwoman Scarcia     

Councilwoman Shipps     

Councilman Stemple     

Councilman Strange     

Councilman Zappa     
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HUNTERDON COUNTY SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 

FOR SHARING HUNTERDON COUNTY ROAD EQUIPMENT 

AND PERSONNEL BETWEEN HUNTERDON COUNTY 

MUNICIPALITIES AND THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

 

 

 

AGREEMENT 
 

 AGREEMENT, made this ______ day of __________________, 201___, by and 
between the County of Hunterdon (hereinafter referred to as the “County”) and any municipality 
in Hunterdon County that adopts a similar Hunterdon County Road Shared Services Agreement 
Resolution, hereinafter referred to as the “Designated Municipalities.” 
 
 

WITNESSETH: 

 

 WHEREAS, Hunterdon County desires to occasionally share County owned Road 
department equipment with other municipalities to perform necessary services for the public in 
accordance with the terms of this Agreement; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services & Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et 
seq., authorized and empowers the County to enter into the Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Scope of Services 

 
 The County agrees to occasionally lend equipment from the County to municipalities 
during emergencies, as backup in case of breakdowns, as secondary support equipment for extra-
large projects and for efficiency and effectiveness of operations. 
 
 The equipment that the County is willing to lend is listed in “Schedule A” which is 
attached to the Agreement.   
 
 It must be clearly understood by all parties concerned that the County equipment must be 
available for County projects whenever needed.  Therefore, the equipment listed on “Schedule 
A” attached will only be available whenever not in use or scheduled to be used for a County 
project and then, it will only be made available at the sole discretion of the Hunterdon County 
contact person.  
 

2. Term 

 
 This Agreement shall extend from __________________, 201__ to ________________, 
201__.  Either party may cancel this Agreement upon thirty (30) days’ written notice to other. 
 



Page 2 of 7 
Y:\Agendas\!2015 Agendas\Q3 2015 Agendas\August 27\Resolutions\HUNTERDON COUNTY SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT.docx 

 

3. Contact Person 

  
 The Municipality agrees to appoint a person to act as a liaison to serve as the Contact 
Person with the County in order to support and facilitate the orderly and efficient distribution of 
equipment requests and related information to the County’s Road Supervisor or designee.  An 
attached Equipment/Personnel Request Form shall be submitted by the Municipal Contact 
Person for scheduling purposes to the County Road Supervisor or designee. 
 

4. Effective Date 

 
 This Agreement shall become effective as of ___________________, 201__, upon 
passage of any authorizing resolution by the Municipality. 
 

5. Level of Service 

  
 The County agrees to provide all services in a professional and workmanlike manner and 
the Municipality agrees to use the equipment in a careful and proper manner.  The Municipality 
shall comply with all laws, ordinances and regulations which relate to the possession, use or 
maintenance of the equipment.  The Municipality warrants and represents that the operator of the 
equipment will be fully trained and competent in its use. 
 

6. Power and Authority of County 

 
 The County, in performing the services under this contract, shall have full power and 
authority to undertake any ancillary operation reasonably necessary or convenient to carry out its 
duties, responsibilities and obligations under the contract. 
 

7. Other Agreements 
 
 The County reserves the right to enter into any other contracts with other public or 
private entities for the performance of any services which may be included within the scope of 
services provided in this Agreement. 
 
 

8. Indemnification 

 
 Each Municipality and the County hereby indemnifies and holds the other harmless 
against all losses, claims or liabilities of any kind (including reasonable attorney’s fees and costs) 
for personal injury or property damages arising out of the actions taken by either party pursuant 
to this Agreement. 
 

9. Insurance 

 
 During the term of this Agreement, the Municipality will keep in force at its expense, (i) 
public liability insurance including contractual liability, with carriers authorized to do business in 
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New Jersey with minimum limits of $1,000,000.00 on account of bodily injuries or death of one 
person and $1,000,000.00 on account of bodily injuries or death of more than one person as the 
result of any once accident or disaster; and (ii) property damage insurance for loss or damage of 
$100,000.00.  The limits of liability shall be combined single limits.  The Municipality shall 
provide the County with a Certificate of Insurance naming the County as additional insured and 
stating that said policy cannot be cancelled except on thirty (30) days’ notice to the County.  
(Certificate of Insurance - Schedule B) 

 

10. Inspection and Damage to Equipment 

 
 The Municipality shall inspect the equipment prior to taking possession.  The County 
does not provide any warranties, express or implied, as to the condition of the equipment or its 
operability for any specific purpose.  The Municipality shall make no alterations to the 
equipment. 
 

11. Repairs 
 
 If the equipment is damaged or must be repaired as a result of the use by the 
Municipality, the Municipality shall repair the equipment.  Prior to undertaking any such repairs, 
the Municipality shall contact the designated Emergency County Contact or Director of Public 
Works for authorization to have the repairs made.  The cost of such repairs will be borne by the 
Municipality unless another cost allocation is agreed to by the County Administrator or designee, 
due to the need for repair being borne by both the County and Municipality. 
 

12. Governing Law 

 
 This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the law of State 
of New Jersey. 
 

13. Entire Agreement 

 
 This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the parties hereto with respect to 
the transactions contemplated herein.  No change or modification of this Agreement shall be 
valid unless the same shall be in writing and approved by the Hunterdon County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders. 
 

14. Severability 

 
 If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Agreement shall be adjudged to 
be invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect, impair or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment 
shall have been rendered. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement the day and 
year first above written. 
 
 

 

ATTEST: THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

  BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

 
_______________________________ ____________________________________ 
DENISE B. DOOLAN, CLERK     , Director 
 
Date: __________________ 
 
 
 

ATTEST: (MUNICIPALITY) 
 
 
________________________________ ____________________________________ 
  SIGNATURE 
 
Date: ___________________  
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SCHEDULE A 

Hunterdon County Vehicle Equipment List 
for Municipal Shared Service 

 
          Description                                                                        Year___________________                   
 
 
1.  
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SCHEDULE B 

Certificate of Insurance 
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HUNTERDON COUNTY 

EQUIPMENT REQUEST FORM 

 

Municipality: Date: 

 

_________________________________ ______________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________ 

 

Person Requesting Equipment: Purpose: 

 

_________________________________ ______________________   

Phone#       

 

Equipment Requested:  Rate: 

   w/Operator 

   _______________________ 
_________________________________  
_________________________________ 
 
 

Dates for Request: 

 

FROM:  

 (Month/Day/Year) 

 

TO:   

 (Month/Day/Year) 

 
 
 

Distribution Location:  Delivery Location: 

  Garage: Time:  
     
Time:     
     
 

NOTE:  For damage to any piece of equipment signed out, it will be the Municipality’s 

responsibility to reimburse the County for repairs 

 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________ 
Signature of Municipal Authority  Signature of County Road Supervisor 
 



Borough of High Bridge 
   71 MAIN STREET, HIGH BRIDGE NJ 08829-1905    MDESIRE@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG 

  Telephone: (908) 638-6455                 Fax: (908) 638-9374          www.highbridge.org  

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 
August 27, 2015 

 

New Jersey Safe Routes to School  

New Jersey Department of Transportation  

Trenton, New Jersey 08625  

 

Dear New Jersey Safe Routes to School:  

 

High Bridge Elementary School has been actively involved in the Hunterdon County Safe 

Routes to School Program for the past 3 years. During this time, we have been able to encourage 

our students to walk to school by participating in International Walk to School Day, I-Walk, and 

the Frozen Walk, as well as conducting a walking school bus program with multiple routes 

mapped out and run by both staff and parents, providing recognition to students who walk to 

school, and providing bicycle and safety education through our Physical Education courses as 

well as within our Kindergarten classrooms.  

 

We are pleased to have the opportunity to work with HART Commuter Information Services, the 

local transportation management association, to advance the goals of Safe Routes to School in 

our community. We have realized the many benefits of implementing a Safe Routes to School 

program, including:  

 

• Increased physical activity for students which combats childhood obesity and sets the 

groundwork for a lifetime of physical fitness  

 

• Increased awareness of walking as viable options to get to and from school  

 

• Reductions in the number of parents driving students to school resulting in less traffic 

congestion, idling vehicles and harmful air pollution near the school  

 

• Improved state of mind of students who arrive ready to learn  

 

• Increased awareness of, and opportunities to teach students pedestrian/bicycle safety  

 

• Community building and increased in school spirit  

 

High Bridge Borough supports High Bridge Elementary and the New Jersey Safe Routes to 

School program as well as the development and maintenance of safe ways to walk to school.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark Desire 

Mayor 

 
c. file 
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