
 

MEETING AGENDA OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH 

 
MEETING DATE May 28, 2015 MEETING TIME 7:30PM 

MEETING PLACE High Bridge Firehouse 7 Maryland Ave. 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and alternatively any 

items specifically listed may be omitted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  

 Mayor calls meeting to order and makes the following statement:  “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings 

Act, notice of 2015 Meeting Dates was published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 1, 2015, 

Noticed in the Express Times on January 15, 2015, and posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall.  Action 

may be taken.”  

 

2. FLAG SALUTE:  Led by Mayor or Presiding Officer. 

 

3. ROLL CALL:  

Roll Call Vote  P=Present A=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  Mayor Desire  

 

4. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

  

MOTION TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES FOR: 

January 5, 2015 January 8, 2015, and January 22, 2015 Regular Meeting 

 

Motion to Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE OR CORRECT PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: 

Regular meeting minutes of January 5, 2015 

Motion to Amend/Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE OR CORRECT PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: 

Regular meeting minutes of January 8, 2015 

Motion to Amend/Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE OR CORRECT PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: 

Regular meeting minutes of January 22, 2015 

Motion to Amend/Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

5. VISITORS:   

A. Highlands to discuss the TDR (Transfer of Development Rights) program 



 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to five (5) 

minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject.  Comments may be 

made on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be 

saved for that section of the agenda.  No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to 

Mayor and Council at the public microphone. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA: 

  All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and 

will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these 

items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent Agenda and will be considered 

separately. 

 

RESOLUTION #115-2015 Amendment Professional Service Contract-HMM 

RESOLUTION #116-2015 Recognizing the Outstanding work by the Public Works 

Department for the winter of 2014-2015 

RESOLUTION #117-2015: Recognizing the High Bridge Police Department 

RESOLUTION #118-2015: Approval of Construction Fees for 2015 

RESOLUTION #119-2015 Hunterdon County Open Space Grant Authorization 

RESOLUTION #120-2015 Ch 159-Clean Communities Grant 

  

Motion to Approve Resolutions 115-

120: 

 

 
Second:  

Roll Call Vote Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT:  

Reports on May 28, 2015  

 

Councilman Zappa PLANNING & ENGINEERING  

Councilwoman Hughes PUBLIC HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL, SOLID WASTE / 

RECYCLING, OPEN SPACE, & CULTURAL & HERITAGE  

Councilwoman Scarcia INFORMATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, EVENTS  

Councilman Strange EMERGENCY SERVICES, EDUCATION & MUNICIPAL COURT-   

Councilwoman Shipps DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & RECREATION 

Councilman Stemple FINANCE & GOLF 

John Gregory ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  

Mayor Mark Desire EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

 

 

9. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

A.  2014 Recycling Tonnage Report 

B. Month end Tax/Finance Reports 

C. Hunterdon County Grant Application 
 

 

10. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

  

12. NEW ORDINANCES - Introduction 

 

13. PUBLIC HEARING:  2
ND 

READINGS.  

 



 A. Mayor Desire asks for a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2015-22 

 

Ordinance 2015-22 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

VACATE BOROUGH CODE SECTION 142-6 CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES 
 

Motion to Open:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

Questions and Comments: 

 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2015-22 

 

Motion to Close:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to adopt Ordinance# 2015-22. 

 

Motion to Adopt:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

Mayor Desire states that Ordinance 2015-22 is hereby adopted and shall be published by title only in the 

Express Times and/or the Hunterdon County Democrat according to law 

 

13. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

14. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to one minute (1) 

per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject. Comments may be made on any 

subject pertaining to Borough issues. No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to 

Mayor and Council at the public microphone. 

 

15. LEGAL ISSUES:   

 

Resolution 121-2015 SETTLEMENT BY INSURANCE COMPANY WITH RAYMOND OLSEN 

 

Motion to Approve Resolution 121-

2015 

 

 
Second:  

Roll Call Vote Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

 

16. BILL LIST: 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  

 

Total Amount: $_______________________ 

 

Motion to Approve:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; 

At=Absent 



Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

RESOLUTION #    -2015:   
 

Motion to Move into 

Executive Session: 
 Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; 

At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

  

Motion to Return to 

Open Session: 
 Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; 

At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

18. ADJOURNMENT:  

Mayor Desire or presiding officer asks if there is any further business.  If none,  

Motion to Adjourn:  Second:  

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; 

At=Absent 

Hughes   Scarcia  Shipps  Stemple  Strange  Zappa  

 

Next Council Meeting, June 11, 2015 REGULAR MEETING,7:30PM, Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., 

High Bridge, NJ. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS:  (space for members of council and clerk to take notes on each item) 



 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH 

 
MEETING DATE January 22, 2015 MEETING TIME 7:30PM 

MEETING PLACE High Bridge Firehouse 7 Maryland Ave. 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and alternatively any items 

specifically listed may be omitted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor calls meeting to order and makes the following statement:  “Pursuant to the Open Public 

Meetings Act, notice of 2015 Meeting Dates was published in the Hunterdon County Democrat on January 1, 2015, 

Noticed in the Express Times on January 15, 2015, and posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall.  Action may be 

taken.”  

  
2. FLAG SALUTE:  Led by Mayor Desire 

 

3. ROLL CALL:  

Roll Call Vote  P=Present A=Absent 

Hughes  P Scarcia P Shipps P Strange P Zappa P        Mayor Desire P 

 

4. NOMINATION FOR VACANT COUNCIL SEAT: 

a.  Motion for Nominations from the Three Names Provided by the Republican Committee (Alfred Schweikert,      

Brent Dugan, and Michael Stemple.) 

b.  Discussion if any 

 

Motion to close 

nominations for vacant 

Council seat. 

Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes; Motion passed. 

 

c.  Councilwoman Hughes nominated Michael Stemple for the position of Councilman.  Councilman Strange seconded 

the nomination.    

 

 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolution 34-2015 : 
Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes. Motion to adopt passed.  

c. Swearing in of New Council Member, Michael Stemple.  

 

5. VISITORS: Forty-six members of the public were present including press.  Also present were Attorney Barry 

Goodman, Administrator John Gregory and Deputy Clerk Young.  

Green Awards: David Schweidenback 

    High Bridge Elementary School Environmental Club 

  Eagle Scout Award - Proclamation - Zachary Fortier  

Rescue Squad President – Jessica Luteran gave update on Fire victims.  Cell phone # at the Resue Squad 

for just the fire victims and      inquiries pertaining to that: 908-246-3218 

  Chief of Police Life Saving Award to Edward Schaeffer. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

6.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited 

to five (5) minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject.  Comments may be made 

on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be saved for that section of 

the agenda.  No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the public 

microphone. 

 

Tyler Zappa commented that he enjoyed working in the Environmental club this year.  

 

John Johnson encouraged the Council to vote on the town to take over the water tower at Solitude village.  

 

James Lucas presented Council with the damaged lamp that was dislocated onto his property. He also described a large 

truck that barreling over his property and knocked over a lamp.  He presents the lamp and asked for more safety about this 

issue.  He wants to talk to Council about this.  Mayor Desire responded by talking about signs and ballasts on posts in 

town.  Council also discussed using commercial GPS versus person GPS systems and possibly reaching out to Garmin. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA:  All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough 

Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  

If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent Agenda and will be considered separately.  

 

a. RESOLUTION #35-2015 Appoint Adam Young as Full Time Deputy Clerk 

c. RESOLUTION #36-2015: Intent to take over Sol. Village Potable water System 

d. RESOLUTION #37-2015: Adoption of Police Rules and Regulations 

e. RESOLUTION #38-2015: New Hire Hein Lei for Part-time Finance Asst 

f. RESOLUTION #39-2015: 

                     

Authorization to utilize Solitude House for a C&H theater 

production 

g. RESOLUTION #40-2015: Appointing Scott Hammel as Right To Know Coordinator 

h. RESOLUTION #41-2015: Dedication by Rider to Set up a Recreation Trust Fund 

i. RESOLUTION #42-2015: Authorization to switch Construction software to Permits NJ 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolutions 35-38, 40-

42 : 

Hughes Second: Scarcia 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y/A Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed 

Councilwoman Shipps abstained from Resolution 37.  

.  

Motion to Amend 

Resolution 39 to 

include funding 

through the crowd 

funding site 

indigogo.com 

Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed 

 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT: Reports on January 22, 2015  

 

Councilman Zappa PLANNING & ENGINEERING – Liaison to Planning Board/Bd of 

Adjustment 

Councilwoman Hughes PUBLIC HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL, SOLID WASTE / RECYCLING, 



OPEN SPACE, & CULTURAL & HERITAGE – Solid Waste/Recycling 

Liaison to State & County 

Councilwoman Scarcia INFORMATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, EVENTS – Liaison to 

OEM, Municipal Court & Recreation 

Councilman Strange EMERGENCY SERVICES, EDUCATION & MUNICIPAL COURT-  

Liaison to Cultural & Heritage & Events 

Councilwoman Shipps DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & RECREATION 

VACANT FINANCE & GOLF 

John Gregory ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Mark Desire EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

 

 

9 WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

a. Finance and Tax Monthly Reports 

 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

 

11. NEW ORDINANCES:  NONE AT THIS TIME 

 

12. PUBLIC HEARING:  2
nd 

reading. NONE AT THIS TIME. 

 

13. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
a. Linda Greta – Streetscape trees. Discussion with Council ensued regarding right of way and grates that will be 

placed around the trees.  

b. ORDINANCE 2015-3 Parking Issues Snow Emergency Route 

 

ORDINANCE 2015-03 (Edited) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE BOROUGH CODE TO REVISE CHAPTER 184 

SUBSECTION 30 AND ADD SECTION 36. 

 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #2015-03 

 

Motion to Introduce: Hughes Second: Zappa 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed 

 

Mayor Desire states that Ordinance #2015-03 shall be published in summary in the Express Times along with the Public 

Hearing date of February 12, 2015. 

 

c. Staffing Issue in the Clerk’s Office 

 

 RESOLUTION #43-2015 Appointment Utility Collector 

 

 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolutions 43 : 
Stemple Second: Zappa 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed 

 

d. Resolution 44-2015 Salary Public Works CDL Employees 

 

 RESOLUTION #44-2015 Public Works 



 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolutions 44 : 
Hughes Second: Zappa 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed 

 

14. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited 

to one minute (1) per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject. Comments may be made 

on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor 

and Council at the public microphone. 

 

Mike Gronsky had a question regarding who is responsible for the lights in the tunnel on Arch Street. Council responded 

that New Jersey Transit is responsible for the,   Mr. Gronsky responded that the lights are very dim and there was a part of 

the tunnel roadway that has not been paved, he suggested that stripes be painted on there for pedestrians.  He also 

expressed concerns regarding a yield sign in regards to pedestrian safety.  Discussion with Council ensued regarding these 

issues.   

 

Michelle Schwartz expressed concerns regarding the lights underneath the railroad trestle.  She questioned whose 

responsibility these lights are.  Council responded that they will look into this. 

 

Kaitlyn Overton discussed the timeline for the theatre project.  She proposed moving the project to late fall.  

 

John Johnson had concerns regarding Resolution 36-1015 and differences in the current Resolution.  A discussion ensued 

with Administrator Gregory and Council regarding these concerns.  

 

15. LEGAL ISSUES:  Attorney Barry Goodman reported on a development in the Lawsuit with the Town of Clinton. He 

stated that the lawsuit had been voluntarily dismissed in order to proceed in a more cost efficient manner.  

 

  

16. BILL LIST:  Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.     

         Total Amount:  2,040,451.91 

Motion to Approve: Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y/A Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; motion passes.  

Councilwoman Shipps approves bill list with abstention from police related items. 

 

 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION: RESOLUTION #   33 -2014:   Legal issues with the Town of Clinton, Appointment of 

Acting Clerk. 

 

Motion to Move into 

Executive Session: 
Stemple Second: Shipps 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; motion passes. 

 

 

Motion to Return to 

Open Session: 
Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes; Motion passed. 

 



 

 

 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Desire or presiding officer asks if there is any further business.  If none,  

Motion to Adjourn: Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y Stemple Y 

6 ayes: Motion to adjourn passed. 

 

Next Council Meeting- February 12, 2015 REGULAR MEETING, 7:30PM, Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High 

Bridge, NJ. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS:  (space for members of council and clerk to take notes on each item) 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  10:50 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

John Gregory, Acting Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNAPPROVED 

 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH 

. 
MEETING DATE January 8, 2015 MEETING TIME 7:30PM 

MEETING PLACE High Bridge Firehouse 7 Maryland Ave. 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and alternatively any items 

specifically listed may be omitted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor calls meeting to order and makes the following statement:  “Pursuant to the Open Public 

Meetings Act, notice of 2014 Meeting Dates was published in the Express Times on January 8, 2015 and posted on the 

bulletin board at Borough Hall.  Action may be taken.”  

  
2. FLAG SALUTE:  Led by Mayor Desire 

 

3. ROLL CALL:  

Roll Call Vote  P=Present  A=Absent 

Hughes P Scarcia P Shipps P Strange P Zappa Mayor Desire P 

 

4. VISITORS:   Eleven members of the public were present including press.  Also present were Attorney Barry 

Goodman, Administrator John Gregory and Deputy Clerk Young.  

1. Kim Terzuolo, President, High Bridge Teachers' Association.  On February 11, 2015 the High Bridge Teachers' 

Association is sponsoring a program called Optical Academy.  Optical Academy is open to people of all ages and 

you do not have to be a High Bridge resident. 

2. Kaitlin Overton – Presentation regarding theater at the Solitude House.   

 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited 

to five (5) minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject.  Comments may be made 

on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be saved for that section of 

the agenda.  No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the public 

microphone. 

 

Brent Dugan spoke as the E.D.C. chair thanked Councilwoman Adrienne Shipps for her time on the E.D.C..  Mr. Dugan 

also thanked Mayor Desire for reappointing him to the E.D.C..  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough 

Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  

If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent Agenda and will be considered separately.  

 

a. RESOLUTION #30-2015 Time Limit For Planning Board Review 

b. RESOLUTION #31-2014 Authorizing Redemption Of Tax Lien 

c. RESOLUTION #32-2014: Approval of Raffle License 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolutions 30-32 : 
Shipps Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes; Motion passes. 

 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT: Reports on January 22, 2015  

No reports at this time.  

Councilman Zappa PLANNING & ENGINEERING – Liaison to Planning Board/Bd of 

Adjustment 



Councilwoman Hughes PUBLIC HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL, SOLID WASTE / RECYCLING, 

OPEN SPACE, & CULTURAL & HERITAGE – Solid Waste/Recycling 

Liaison to State & County 

Councilwoman Scarcia INFORMATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, EVENTS – Liaison to 

OEM, Municipal Court & Recreation 

Councilman Strange EMERGENCY SERVICES, EDUCATION & MUNICIPAL COURT-  

Liaison to Cultural & Heritage & Events 

Councilwoman Shipps DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & RECREATION 

VACANT FINANCE & GOLF 

John Gregory ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Mark Desire EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

 

 

10 WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None at this time. 

 

 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None at this time. 

 

12. NEW ORDINANCES:   

 

ORDINANCE #2015-01 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE BOROUGH CODE TO 

REVISE CHAPTER 145, LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, TO AMEND THE 

STANDARDS CONCERNING SIGNAGE. 
 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #2015-01 

 

Motion to Introduce: Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes; Motion passes.  

 

Mayor Desire states that Ordinance #2015-01 shall be published in summary in the Express Times along with the Public 

Hearing date of February 12, 2015. 

 

ORDINANCE 2015-02 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE BOROUGH CODE TO REVISE SECTION 601 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PLANNING BOARD ADDING SUBSECTION K “TRAINING”. 

 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #2015-02 

 

Motion to Introduce: Shipps Second: Zappa 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes; Motion passed. 

 

Mayor Desire states that Ordinance #2015-02 shall be published in summary in the Express Times along with the Public 

Hearing date of February 12, 2015. 

 

13. PUBLIC HEARING:  2
nd 
reading. NONE AT THIS TIME. 

 



14. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
a. Intent to renew Comcast Franchise Agreement.  Public Hearing 

Charles Smith is the Senior Director of Government and Regulatory Affairs for Comcast in Northern New Jersey.  Mr. 

Smith explained that we are in the final stages of the franchise renewal process.    

Brent Dugan asked a question regarding how this franchise operates.  Mr. Smith answered that the cable franchise is non-

exclusive. He also explained that an Ordinance would be necessary to finalize the franchise renewal process.  

 

b.  ORDINANCE 2015-3 Parking Issues Snow Emergency Route 

 

ORDINANCE 2015-03 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE BOROUGH CODE TO REVISE CHAPTER 184 

SUBSECTION 30 AND ADD SECTION 36 

Questions and Comments: 

Administrator John Gregory explained the details of Ordinance 2015-03. Discussion with Council regarding this 

Ordinance ensued.  

 

Brent Dugan questioned if the entrance to the back part of The Commons would be widened.  Administrator Gregory and 

Councilwoman Hughes will look into this issue. 

 

Christina Whited expressed concerns regarding Van Syckle as a snow emergency street.  Administrator Gregory 

addressed these concerns. 

 

Jim Rospoli expressed concerns of his  tenants at 46-48 Main and 7 McDonald regarding limited parking.  A discussion 

with Council ensured.  Administrator Gregory will measure lines and look for a way to address these concerns.  Mr. 

Rispoli also explained that nonresidents have been parking in his private lot on Main Street and requested signage to 

address this. Discussion with Council ensued. 

 

Laura Rocca expressed concerns regarding lot enforcement of parking in the McDonald Street parking lot. .  

Administrator Gregory has spoken to Chief Bartman and address this issue.  

 

Denise Hicksow asked what part of Main Street would be affected by this Ordinance. Administrator Gregory responded 

that both sides are affected.  She is also concerned that cars in the McDonald lot will not be towed. A discussion with 

Council regarding fine and towing ensued.    

 

 

Mayor Desire asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #2015-03  

 

Motion to Introduce: ___________________ Second: ____________________ 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Strange  Zappa  

Ordinance 2015-03 tabled for future discussion.  

 

Mayor Desire states that Ordinance #2015-03 shall be published in summary in the Express Times along with the Public 

Hearing date of January 22, 2015. 

 

15. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited 

to one minute (1) per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject. Comments may be made 

on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. No debating between residents.  Comments should be addressed to Mayor 

and Council at the public microphone. 

 

James Rispoli expressed concerns regarding a pole in front of his building.  The pole are touching the roof of the building.  

He contacted JCP&L.  A discussion with Council ensued.  Mayor Desire said JCP&L will be contacted.  

 



Eric Erb a member of the Cultural Heritage committee asked a question regarding what can be done regarding an 

upcoming event before a Resolution is passed.  Administrator Gregory stated he would need more details because of 

overnight possibility and risk management.  

 

16. LEGAL ISSUES:  None at this time. 

 

17. BILL LIST:  Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.     

         Total Amount: $430,912.39 

Motion to Approve: Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes, Motion passes. 

Councilwoman Shipps approves bill list with abstention from police related items. 

 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None at this time. 

 

Motion to Move into 

Executive Session: 
 Second: ____________________ 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Strange  Zappa  

 

  

Motion to Return to 

Open Session: 
____________________ Second: ____________________ 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes  Scarcia  Shipps  Strange  Zappa  

          

 

18. ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Desire or presiding officer asks if there is any further business.  If none,  

Motion to Adjourn: Hughes Second: Strange 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 

5 ayes; Motion to adjourn passed. 

 

Next Council Meeting- JANUARY 22, 2015 REGULAR MEETING, 7:30PM, Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High 

Bridge, NJ. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  9:00 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

John Gregory, Acting Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



ANNUAL RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH 
 

MEETING DATE:  January 5, 2015        MEETING TIME:  7:30PM 

 

MEETING PLACE:  High Bridge Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and alternatively any items specifically 

listed may be omitted. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor calls meeting to order and makes the following statement:  “Welcome to the 

Reorganization Meeting of January 5, 2015. Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this 

meeting was published in the Hunterdon County Democrat issue of December 25, 2015 and posted on the 

bulletin board in Borough Hall.   Action may be taken.” 

 

2. FLAG SALUTE:  Led by Mayor Desire 

 

Administrator Gregory announced that Nancy Hunt’s (member of the Cultural and Heritage Committee) 

mother passed away.  He informed Council of the information regarding viewing and funeral 

arrangements. 

 

 

3. SWEARING IN OF RE-ELECTED OFFICIALS: 

a. Mark Desire – Mayor, Term Expiring December 31, 2018 

b. Adrienne Shipps – Councilwoman, term expiring December 31, 2017. 

c. Christopher Zappa - Councilman, term expiring December 31, 2017. 

     

4. ROLL CALL:    

  

Roll Call Vote  P=Present  A=Absent 

Hughes P Scarcia P Shipps P Strange P Zappa Mayor 

Desire 

P 

 

5. VISITORS:  Sixteen members of the public were present including press.  Also present were 

Assemblyman Eric Peterson, Administrator John Gregory, Chief Bartman and Deputy Clerk 

Young. 

 

6. COMMENTS OF COUNCIL: 

 

Mayor Desire thanked his family for their support. He said he does involve his family in many activities in 

High Bridge and he feels honored to live in this special place. He also thanked Council members for all 

their hard work and is looking forward to many more upcoming projects. 

 

Councilwoman Hughes welcomed Mayor Desire back for another term. She commended Mayor Desire on 

all he does as Mayor. 

 

Councilman Zappa thanked his family for their support. He also thanked Mayor Desire for his support and 

he is proud to live in High Bridge.  

 

Councilwoman Shipps thanked Council for having her back.  She also thanked her family for their 

support.  She stated how she is really excited to be working with this team. 

 

Councilman Strange stated that he appreciates the opportunity to get involved and contributing to our 

town. He commended the Mayor and Council members for being available in our town. 

 

Councilwoman Scarcia welcomed all the new members stared she is excited to be working with this team. 



 

7. NEW ORDINANCE: Introduction 1
st
 reading. 

 

8.    NEW BUSINESS: 

a.    NOMINATION & ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:   

        Mayor Desire asks for nominations for Council President. 

Councilwoman Scarcia nominated Councilwoman Lynn Hughes for Council President.  Councilwoman Shipps 

seconded the nomination.  

 

        RESOLUTION #1-2015. 
        

Motion to Approve 

nomination and adopt 

Resolution #1-2015 : 

Scarcia Second: Shipps 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 
5 ayes; Motion passes. 

       

b.    RESOLUTION #2-2015:  Temporary Budget. 

 

Motion to Adopt 

Resolution #2-2015: 
Scarcia Second: Hughes 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 
5 ayes; Motion passes. 

 

8.    CONSENT AGENDA:      

RESOLUTION #3-2015 Council Meeting Dates and Time for 2015 

RESOLUTION #4-2015 Designation of Official Newspaper 

RESOLUTION #5-2015 Payment of Taxes and Utilities 

RESOLUTION #6-2015 Authorization to Cancel Small Tax & Utility Balances 

/Credits 

RESOLUTION #7-2015 Authorization for Corrective Tax Appeals 

RESOLUTION #8-2015 Cash Management Plan 

RESOLUTION #9-2015 Non-fair and Open Contracts for the Retention of 

Municipal Professional Services 

RESOLUTION #10-2015 Designation of Depositories 

RESOLUTION #11-2015 Signature on Checks 

RESOLUTION #12-2015 General Appointment List 

RESOLUTION #13-2015 2015 Council Committee Assignments 

RESOLUTION #14-2015 Approve Animal Control Service Contract 

RESOLUTION #15-2015 Statewide Insurance Fund Resolution Appointing 

Fund Commissioner. 

RESOLUTION #16-2015 Appointing Risk Management Consultant 

RESOLUTION #17-2015 Authorizing Professional Memberships 

RESOLUTION #18-2015 Boards and Committee List 

RESOLUTION #19-2015 Approve Going Out to Bid for New Borough Hall, 

Street Scape, Cregar Rd section V 

RESOLUTION #20-2015 Landlord Registration fee 

RESOLUTION #21-2015 Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate 

RESOLUTION #22-2015 Rabies Clinic 

RESOLUTION #23-2015 Dog License Late Date 

RESOLUTION #24-2015 Water Utility Rates 



RESOLUTION #25-2015 Newsletter Rates 

RESOLUTION #26-2015 Fee Schedule For Police Outside Duty 

RESOLUTION #27-2015 NSF Check Fee 

RESOLUTION #28-2015 Public Relations Officers 

RESOLUTION #29-2015 Resolution to Renew Fund Membership 

RESOLUTION #30-2015  

Motion to Adopt 

Resolutions 3-29 : 
Hughes Second: Shipps 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y/A Strange Y Zappa Y 
Councilwoman Shipps adopts Resolutions 3-29 with abstention from police related items. 

5 ayes; Motion to adopt passes. 

                                                                

10.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue 

shall be limited to five (5) minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per 

subject.  Comments may be made on any subject pertaining to Borough issues.  Comments pertaining to Public 

Hearings should be saved for that section of the agenda.  No debating between residents.  Comments should be 

addressed to Mayor and Council. 

 

Logan Zappa commented that this Council is good for High Bridge and it helps our town.  

 

Dominick Desire stated the same as Logan Zappa. 

 

Sophia Desire says that this council is going to rock because you guys are super awesome.  Keep up the good 

work. 

 

Tyler Zappa stated that he feels the mayor deserved to get back into office.   

 

 

       

11.    ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion to Adjourn: Hughes Second: Scarcia 

Roll Call Vote  Y=Yes; N=No; A=Abstain; At=Absent 

Hughes Y Scarcia Y Shipps Y Strange Y Zappa Y 
5 ayes; Motion to adjourn passes. 

 

   Mayor Desire asks if there is any further business.  If no further business, meeting adjourned. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:03 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

John Gregory, Acting Clerk 

 

 

Next Regular Council Meeting-January 8, 2015, Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave. High Bridge, NJ 7:30PM 

 

 

 













RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

AMENDMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT 

 

NUMBER: 115-2015     ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 
 

 

 

WHEREAS, a professional service contract was awarded to Hatch Mott MacDonald, by 
Resolution #9-2015 on Jan 5, 2015 in the amount of $4,500.00, and; 
 
WHEREAS, additional engineering services are to be incurred in the estimated amount of 
$1,000.00 for matters related to the sewer infiltration study, and $8,000 for the New Borough 
Hall site work; and 
 
WHEREAS, a certification of funds available has been completed by the CFO for said project. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of High 
Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the contract originally awarded 
to Hatch Mott MacDonald shall hereby be amended to not exceed $13,500.00 
 
 
 
I, Bonnie Ann Fleming, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of High Bridge, do hereby 
certify funds are available for this contract from: Acct#639126-Infiltration Study-Sewer Utility 
and Acc#309107-New Borough Hall-Capital Fund. 
 

 
Bonnie Ann Fleming 
Chief Financial Officer  
  
 
 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Recognizing the Outstanding Work Under Adverse Conditions by the 

Department of Public Works 

 

NUMBER: 116-2015      ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 

WHEREAS, the winter of 2014/2015 the Borough of High Bridge received 55.4 inches 

of snow from 19 storms between November 2014 and April 2015, and 

 

WHEREAS, these storms had a mix of ice of .01 to .25 of an inch, and 

 

WHEREAS, February’s average temperature of 22.0° (11.8° below average) made this 

month the 3rd coldest February and 6th coldest (tied) of any month since statewide 

records commenced in 1895, and 

 

WHEREAS, the temperature dipped to -7 degrees and had wind chills in the double 

digits, and 

 

WHEREAS, the State salt supply was at a critical level where at one time the Borough 

had less than 150 tons of salt on hand. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT REOLVED the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey, hereby recognize 

the work of the Department of Public Works for their dedication to the Borough of High 

Bridge during this past difficult winter of 2014/2015  

 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

COMMENDING HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR AN 

OUTSTANDING JOB IN PROTECTING THE RESIDENTS OF  

HIGH BRIDGE 

 

NUMBER: 117-2015      ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 

WHEREAS, recent events that have received national attention have resulted in 

demonstrations and protests around the country regarding the use of force by law 

enforcement agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, these recent incidents highlight the dangers that are faced by all law 

enforcement professionals during the course of their regular duties each and every day; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the High Bridge Police Department provide an essential 

function for our community, serving to protect life and property; and 

 

WHEREAS, in light of recent negativity directed toward law enforcement nationally, 

there is a need to show law enforcement officers that our citizens recognize the difficult 

and sometimes impossible job they do, in public service to us all; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge wishes to formally 

express support of, and for, the High Bridge Police Department and all law enforcement 

agencies around the world; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, hereby expresses support 

for the High Bridge Police Department and commends the Department for an outstanding 

job that they do upholding professional standards and protecting the life and safety of the 

residents of High Bridge. 

 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Approval of Construction Fees for 2015 

 

NUMBER: 118 -2015     ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED The Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge set the fees for Construction as listed: 
 

A. General. 

(1) The fee for plan review shall be a percentage of the fee for a construction permit and shall be paid at 

the time of submission of an application for a permit. The amount of this fee shall then be deducted 

from the amount of the fee due for a construction permit when the permit is issued. Plan review fees 

are not refundable. 

(2) The fee to be charged for a construction permit will be the sum of the subcode fees plus all 

applicable special fees, such as elevator or sign fees. This fee shall be paid before a permit is issued. Fees 

for elevator device inspections and tests shall be as set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:23-12. 

(3) The fee to be charged for a certificate of occupancy shall be paid before a certificate is issued. This 

fee shall be in addition to the construction permit fee. 

(4) The fee for a mechanical inspection in a Use Group R-3 or R-4 structure by a mechanical inspector 

shall be $85 for the first device and $25 for each additional device. No separate fee shall be charged for 

gas, oil or water piping connections associated with the mechanical equipment inspected. 

B. Plan review fees. Fees shall be computed as 20% of the fee for the construction permit. 

C. Construction permit fees. The fee for a construction permit shall be the sum of all subcode fees, the 

required certificate fee, and the New Jersey training fee. A minimum construction permit fee for any one 

subcode shall be $60. 

(1) Building Subcode Fees: 

(a) New construction and additions for all use groups: 

[1] $0.035 per cubic foot for buildings  of R-1 to R-5 occupancy. 

[2] $0.015 per cubic foot of volume for Use Groups A1-4, F1-2, S1-2 and U. 

[3] $0.007 per cubic foot of volume for farm structures not to exceed $1,145. 



(b) Alteration work, including but not limited to roofing, siding, repairs and modifications to a structure: 

 

Estimated Cost  Fee (per $1,000)  

 Per $1,000 up to $50,000  $30 

 $50,001 to $100,000  $24 

 Over $100,000  $20 

(c) Fees for minor work shall be based upon estimated cost of work. The fee shall be in the amount of 

$24 per $1,000 of the estimated cost or fraction thereof, except that the fee for residing or reroofing of 

Use Groups R-3 and U shall be in the amount of $24 per $1,000 of estimated cost or fraction thereof, or 

a minimum fee of $60, whichever is greater. 

(d) Removal permit fee, for moving a structure from one location to another, shall be $20 per $1,000 of 

all cost incurred in moving the structure plus the permit fee for the new foundation. 

(e) Demolition permit fee (removal of structure or in-ground pool from property). 

[1] One- and two-family dwellings, Use Group R3 and R4: $100. 

[2] Removal of accessory structures or miscellaneous structures, Use Group U: $50. 

[3] All other use groups: $200. 

(f) Demolition permit fee removal or abandonment of a tank. 

[1] Tank located on Use Group R-3 and R-4 property: $65. 

[2] Tank located on all other use groups' property: $120. 

(g) Other fees. 

[1] Fence permits for higher than 6’: $50. 

[2] Signs: $2.00 per square foot of surface area calculated on only one side, minimum fee is $46. 

[3] Swimming Pools: 

[a] In-ground for Use Groups R-3 and R-4: $200. 

[b] Aboveground for Use Groups R-3 and R-4: $75. 

[c] All other use groups, in-ground pools: $150. 

[4] Asbestos abatement as per UCC 5:23. 

[5] Open structural tower: cost of foundation $24 per 1000. 



[6] Tents in excess of 900 square feet or more than 30 feet in any dimension: $92. 

(2) Plumbing Subcode Fees: 

(a) Fixtures which include water closet, urinal, bathtub, lavatory, shower, floor drain, sink, 

dishwasher, drinking fountain, washing machine, hose bib, garbage disposal, stacks, bidet, water 

heaters and fuel oil piping (each): $20. 

(b) Interceptor/Separator, grease traps, oil separators, water cooled or A/C, refrigeration unit, 

utility service connections, steam boilers, hot water boilers (non-domestic), back flow preventer, 

gas piping, gas service entrances, sewer pumps and active solar system (each): $65. 

(c) Backflow preventer when it is broken down and tested annually $120. 

(d) The fee for fuel oil piping, R-3 and R-4 use shall be $65. 

(3) Electrical Subcode Fees shall be as follows: 

(a)  Electrical Fixtures and Devices: 

[1] From 1 to 20 receptacles, fixtures or switches: $50. 

[2] Increments of 25 additional items: $20. 

For the purposes of computing this fee, the term receptacles, fixtures or switches shall include: 

lighting outlets, smoke detectors, heat detectors, fluorescent fixture, burglar alarm devices, 

intercom devices, thermostats, telephone outlets, CRT outlets, light standards. 

(b)  Motors: 

[1] Greater than one horsepower or less than or equal to 10 horsepower: $20 each. 

[2] Greater than 10 horsepower or less than or equal to 50 horsepower: $60 each. 

[3]  Greater than 50 horsepower or less than or equal to 100 horsepower: $120 

each. 

[4] Greater than 100 horsepower: $600 each. 

(c) Electrical Devices ( includes transformers and generators): 

[1] Greater than one kilowatt or less than or equal to 10 kilowatt: $20 each. 

[2] Greater than 10 kilowatt or less than or equal to 45 kilowatt: $60 each. 

[3] Greater than 45 kilowatt or less than or equal to 112.5 kilowatt: $120 each. 

[4] Greater than 112.5 kilowatt: $600 each. 



(d) Services Equipment ( includes service panel, service entrance and subpanels): 

[1] Greater than 0 ampere or less than or equal to 200 ampere: $75 each.  

[2] Greater than 200 ampere or less than or equal to 1,000 ampere: $120 each. 

[3] Greater than 1,000 ampere: $600 each. 

(e) Pool Permit: 

[1] Spa/hot tub: $75 each. 

[2] Above ground pool: $75 each. 

[3] In ground pool: $125 each. 

[4] Public pool: $300 each. 

(f) Annual inspection for commercial pool: $100 each. 

(g) Photovoltaic Systems: 

[1] One to 50 kilowatts: $75 . 

[2] 51-100 kilowatts: $150. 

[3] Greater than 100 kilowatts: $576. 

(h) Minimum Fee on Electrical Subcode: $60.   

(4) Fire Subcode Fees: 

(a) Sprinklers. 

 Number of Heads  Fee  

 Up to 20  $150 

 21 to 100  $225 

 101 to 200  $300 

 201 to 400  $594  

 401 to 1,000  $822  

 Over 1,000  $1,050  

(b) Smoke and Heat Detectors. 



 Quantity                                                                                            Fee  

 1 to 10 for 110 V and low voltage                                                $65  

 11 to 50, for each additional 10 low voltage                              $25  

 Over 50 for each additional 10 low voltage                                $200   

(c) Pre-engineered systems which include CO2 suppression, halon suppression, foam suppression wet 

chemical and dry chemical (each): $200. 

(d) Miscellaneous. 

[1] Chimmey liners (each): $75. 

[2] Stand pipes (each): $229. 

[3] Kitchen hood exhaust system (each): $65. 

[4] Incinerators (each): $365. 

[5] Crematoriums (each): $365. 

[6] Gas- and oil-fired appliances (each): $65. 

[7] Installation of underground storage tank: 

[a] Use Groups R-3 and R-4 (each): $100. 

[b] All other use groups (each): $200. 

[8] Installation of aboveground storage tank: 

[a] Up to 5,000 gallons (each): $65. 

[b] Over 5,000 gallons (each): $250. 

[9] Fireplaces, wood-burning stoves, etc.: $65. 

[10] Smoke control systems: $200. 

(5) Certificate of Occupancy Fees: 

(a)  For a certificate of occupancy (CO) indicating that construction authorized by a construction permit 

is completed in accordance with the approved plans and the Uniform Construction Code regulations. A 

certificate of occupancy is required when there are two or more subcodes and one of the subcodes is 

building. Prepayment at the time of issuing the construction permit is required; 10% of the total of all 

subcode fees, minimum fee: $50. 



(6) Reinstatement of a Lapsed Construction Permit shall be: 

(a)  Recalculation of the construction permit shall be required utilizing the most current Building 

Department fee schedule applied to all work which is to be performed. 

(b) The reinstatement fee shall be 25% of the recalculated value. 

(c) Minimum reinstatement fee: $100. 

(7) Annual Construction Permit. 

(a)  The fee for an annual construction permit shall be paid annually. This fee shall be first fee based on 

the number of maintenance workers who are employed by the facility, and who are primarily engaged in 

work that is governed by a subcode. 

(b) Fees shall be as follows: 

 Number of Workers  Fee (per worker)  

 1 to 25  $667  

 Each over 25  $232  

(c) Training fee per subcode: $140, payable to Treasurer, State of New Jersey or it’s designee. 

(8) Application to the Construction Board of Appeals: $100. 

(9) Application for a variation:   Class I & II $150. 

                    Class III -  $100 .   

D.  Exemption from fees. Any religious, charitable, benevolent, fraternal or nonprofit association, 

corporation, or organization shall be exempt from the payment of fees under this chapter. 

E.  The Construction Official shall, on or before February 10, of each year, with the advice of the subcode 

officials and in consultation with the Municipal Finance Officer, prepare and submit to the governing 

body a report recommending a fee schedule based on the operating expenses of the agency. 

F.  In order to provide for the certification and technical support programs required by the Uniform 

Construction Code, the enforcing agency shall collect, in addition to the fees specified above, a 

surcharge fee of $0.00371 per cubic foot of volume of new construction. Volume shall be computed in 

accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.28. Also, a surcharge fee of $1.90 per $1,000 of alteration costs shall be 

collected by the enforcing agency. Said surcharge fees shall be remitted to the Bureau of Housing 

Inspection, Department of Community Affairs, on a quarterly basis for the fiscal quarter ending 

September 30, December 31, March 31 and June 30, and no later than one month next succeeding the 

end of the quarter for which it is due. 



H.  Fees for any other permits not specifically set forth herein shall be as established by the New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs pursuant to the Uniform Construction Code Act, its amendments and 

supplements. 

 



 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Hunterdon County Open Space Authorization 

 

NUMBER: 119 -2015     ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 
WHEREAS, The Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders has approved an Open Space 
Trust Fund and established a Municipal Grants Program to provide Program Funds in connection 
with municipal acquisition of lands for recreation, conservation and general open space purposes, 
farmland preservation, preparation of plan elements of a municipal Master Plan and/or 
restoration of county-owned historic facilities. 
 
The Governing Body of Borough of High Bridge desires to obtain Open Space Trust Funds in 
the amount of $10,418.32 to fund the following project(s): 
 

Lake Solitude Financing. 
 
Now Therefore the Governing Body resolves that: 
 

1. Bonnie Ann Fleming is authorized to: (a) make an application to the County of 
Hunterdon for Open Space Trust Funds, (b) provide additional application 
information and furnish such documents as may be required for the Municipal Grants 
Program and (c) act as the principal contact person and correspondent of the above 
named municipality. 

 
2. If the County of Hunterdon determines that the application is complete and in 
conformance with the Hunterdon County Open Space, Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund Plan and the Policies and Procedures Manual for the 
Municipal Grants Program adopted thereto, the municipality is willing to use the 
approved Open Space Trust Funds in accordance with such adopted policies and 
procedures, and applicable state and local government rules, regulations and statutes 
thereto. 

 
3. The Honorable Mayor Mark Desire is hereby authorized to sign and execute any 
required documents and agreements with the County of Hunterdon for the approved 
Open Space Trust Funds. 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue Appropriation 

NJS 40A:4-87 
 

NUMBER: 120-2015    ADOPTED: May 28, 2015  

 
WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the 
budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by 
law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an appropriation for the 
equal amount; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough 
of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of 
the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue 
in the budget of the year 2015 in the sum of $9,381.38, which is now available as a 
revenue from Miscellaneous Revenues Section F: Public and Private Revenues Offset 
with Appropriations: Clean Communities Grant Fund.  Pursuant to the provision of the 
statute, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $9,381.38 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues: Clean Communities 
Grant Fund. 

 



RESOLUTION 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

SETTLEMENT BY INSURANCE COMPANY WITH RAYMOND OLSEN 

 

NUMBER: 121-2015     ADOPTED: May 28,  2015  

 
WHEREAS, Raymond Olsen of 25 Woodland Terrace, High Bridge, NJ, applied for 
the full-time laborers position in December 2013 that had been advertised by the 
Borough of High Bridge, and 
 
WHEREAS, Raymond Olsen was then selected for an interview due to his part-time 
experience with the Borough of High Bridge and residency in the Borough, and 
 
WHEREAS, Raymond Olsen was interviewed by the Borough on January 7, 2014, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Notices of not hiring were sent out on January 13, 2014, including to 
Raymond Olsen, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough received a complaint filed by Raymond Olsen on March 
27, 2014 alleging age discrimination (see attached complaint and document 
information request), and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge categorically denies the allegation made by 
Raymond Olsen since he was not hired for numerous bona fide reasons relating to his 
qualifications, demeanor, embellishment of his work experience, poor interview, etc., 
and his age never was a consideration  (see attached answers to complaint and 
document information request), and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s insurance company, Statewide Insurance Fund,  has 
made a business decision to offer a settlement in an amount not to exceed $15,000, 
despite the Borough’s continued insistence that it has done nothing wrong, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge strives to and hires the most qualified 
individuals regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, nationality, religious 
preference, etc., 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey, 
that they hereby authorize Statewide Insurance Fund to settle the  complaint on behalf 
of the Borough in an amount not to exceed $15,000 with Statewide Insurance Fund 
paying said settlement and the attorneys’ fees of the law firm retained by the 



insurance company to represent the Borough in this matter without any contribution 
from the Borough, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge that the Borough continues to deny any wrongdoing by the Borough 
and its staff and that the settlement therefore is conditioned upon a statement 
being included in the settlement agreement that the Borough is not admitting any 
wrongdoing by authorizing the settlement.  











Introduction  May 7, 2015  

Publication (summary)  

Adoption  May 28, 2015 (Tentative) 

Publication (Title)  

 

Ordinance 2015-22 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Vacate Borough Code Section Article II Chapter 146-2 Construction Permit Fees 

 

WHEREAS, the Construction Permit fee schedule is set by ordinance 146-2, and 

 

WHEREAS, any changes to the fee schedule are required to go through the 2 meeting process, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost for items for which these fees cover are subject to the economy and may 

change without notice, and 

 

WHEREAS, a fee resolution would be the best way to handle any increase or decrease of cost  

as they relate to Construction Permit Fees, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 

Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that Subsection 146-2 is vacated and 

a resolution be adopted in its place at the May 28
th
 meeting 

 







 1

           

MUNICIPAL GRANTS PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 

Applicant Information 

 

1. Name of Municipality: High Bridge Borough 

Mailing Address: 71 Main St., High Bridge, NJ 08829 

Telephone No.:  638-6455 

Telefacsimile No.:  638-4703 

Email address:  bfleming@highbridge.org 

Chief Executive Officer:  Mayor Mark Desire. 
 
Principle contact person for this application:  Bonnie Ann Fleming CFO/CTC 
 

2. Has the municipality approved and implemented, and currently collecting revenue from 
an annual open space tax levy, pursuant to P.L. 1997, c. 24? [   ] Yes [ X ] No.   

If yes, has a Recreation Plan, Conservation Plan or Farmland Preservation Plan or 
sub-element of the municipal Master Plan been prepared?  [   ] Yes  [   ] No   

 Indicate Name and date of Plan:__________________________________________ 
 

Project Information 

 
  3. Type of Project Application 

[  ] Acquisition of land for public Recreation and Conservation Purposes 
[  ] Acquisition of land for Farmland Preservation Purposes 
[x] Payment of new debt service or indebtedness incurred for eligible land acquisition  
[  ]   Plan element  - indicate type: ___________________________________________ 
[  ] Restoration of County-owned historic facilities - specify facility:________________ 

 
4. County Open Space Trust Funds requested: $10,728.84 
 

5. Refer to annual Open Space Trust Fund allocation(s), separately provided 

 
�    Please indicate other funding sources for the project application in question     
 Include all program sources and amount of funds: 
  [x]  other state funds: NJEIT / Green Acres 

     [  ]  other county funds: ____________________________________________________ 
     [  ]  another municipality/municipalities: _______________________________________ 
     [  ]  federal funds: _________________________________________________________ 
     [  ]  private: ______________________________________________________________ 
     [  ]  other:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Project Title:  Lake Solitude Acquisition  
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7. Complete the following for Land Acquisition Projects 

 

Property location and description:   

 
� Municipal location: River Road/Nassau Road_________________________________ 
 

Block 4.07 Block 7 Block 40 Block 40 

Lot 1 Lot 1 Lot 2 Lot 11.01 

Acres Acres Acres Acres 

 
� Total area (in acres): 128___ 
 
� Has this acquisition been completed? [X] Yes [ ] No 

If yes, indicate date of acquisition: ____June 26, 2008________________   
Refer to page 12, Section II. 4.A.I.a) for payment conditions 

  
If no, indicate anticipated date of closing: ________ 
Refer to page 13, Section II, 4A.I.b) for payment conditions 

 
� Do you intend to apply County Open Space Trust Funds toward the purchase of 

development rights through the SADC and/or CADB farmland preservation program?   
       [  ] Yes [ X ] No   If yes, indicate program and review status: _______________________  

 Refer to page 10, Section II, 2.C.I.  for submission requirement 
 

� Do you intend to apply County Open Space Trust Funds toward the purchase of land  
through the Green Acres Program?  [ X ] Yes [  ] No  If yes, has the project received funding  
approval?   [ X ] Yes [  ] No  If yes, indicate the assigned Project #: 1014-03-075__________ 

 
� Please use the space below to describe the project’s site characteristics; existing and/or 

intended use; any public access limitations or restrictions; and method of acquisition, 
      i.e. fee simple or lesser interests such as a perpetual easement or permanent deed restriction. 
      Attach  easement or restriction – if applicable 
 
The Lake Solitude parcel consists of a man-made lake, earthen dam and two existing dwellings.  

The property was acquired by taking in 2001.  Appeals filed with the court have led to a 

settlement between the concerned parties.  The property remains as open space.  Remediation of 

the dam was completed in November 2012. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 3

Complete the following for Plan Reimbursement Requests   
 
 

� Please indicate the type of  Plan for which reimbursement is being sought below.  
Refer to pages 10 & 24, Section II, 2.C.II. & Section IV, Glossary of Terms for criteria-eligibility 

 
[  ] Recreation Plan or Conservation Plan element of the Municipal Master Plan.  

  Please indicate if the plan will be used to satisfy the Green Acres Program – Planning            
  Incentive Open Space and Recreation Plan requirements: [   ] Yes  [   ] No 
 

[  ] Farmland Preservation Plan Element of Municipal Master Plan. 
   Please indicate if the plan will be used to satisfy the S.A.D.C. - Planning  
   Incentive Grant requirements: [   ] Yes  [   ] No  

 
� Please describe the proposed plan element; goals and objectives; who will be completing the plan 

report, and projected time frame for completion below. Use additional pages as needed.   
 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

� Has the municipality completed a draft plan element? [   ] Yes  [   ] No 
If yes, please attach a draft copy of the plan.   
 
 

� Please attach an itemized cost schedule estimating the plan costs.   
Refer to page 9, Section II, 1.D.III. & IV. 
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Complete the Following for Restoration of County-owned historic facilities 

 

Facility location and description:   

 

 

� Municipal location: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Block Block Block Block 

Lot Lot Lot Lot 

Acres Acres Acres Acres 

 
� Description of facility  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
� Is the County-owned historic facility listed in Table 5 of the Hunterdon County Open Space, 

Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund Plan? Refer to Section V, Exhibit C.   [   ] Yes  [   ] No 
 

If no, does the facility in question meet the criteria for listing on the national or state register of 
historic places?  Use the space below or use additional pages as needed & attach relevant 
documentation. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

� Please describe the proposed restoration/rehabilitation undertaking below.  Use the space below or 
use additional pages as needed.  Refer to page 8, Section II, 1.C.III.   

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

 

I,  Mayor Mark Desire, hereby certify that the information provided within this                          

Municipal Grants Program application is accurate and complete. 

 

Signature:   _________________ Attest: ______________________ 
     Mark Desire, Mayor  Date  : ______________________ 
 

 

� CHECKLIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

 

_X_ Completed application form 
_X   Enabling resolution of the municipal Governing Body - see Attachment M-1 

  ___ Legible street map with site location clearly indicated (acquisition only) 
  ___ Copy of existing/current deed, including restrictions or encumbrances  

and utility easements, if any (acquisition only) 
  ___ Current owner(s) of record, including name and address (acquisition only) 
  ___ Existing/current land survey map, if available (acquisition only) 
  ___ Site location and explanation of any known environmental “areas of concern”  

(acquisition only) 
  ___ Copy of the Accepted Appraisal and summary review or certification by a 
   governmental review agency, if available (acquisition only) 

___ Updated Open Space Inventory identifying all Preserved Lands in the 

municipality -see Attachment M-2• 
  ___ Draft plan element of the municipal Master Plan, if available (plan projects only) 
  ___ Letter of support from the local historic preservation commission or committee  

(restoration of County-owned historic facilities only) 

  ___ Loan Repayment      Refer to Section II. 1.,2, & 4 for other required submissions,  
as applicable 

 

                                                                                                     

                                                 
• Each municipality has been provided a regional Open Space map and a current Open Space 
Inventory (“OSI”) compiled by the County Planning Board identifying all Preserved Lands.  The 
current inventory should be reviewed, updated and re-submitted to the County Open Space Trust 
Fund Program – whether or not it is part of a Municipal Grants Program application request. 
The OSI will be periodically updated and retransmitted for review. 

 















































































































Borough of High Bridge 
   71 MAIN STREET, HIGH BRIDGE NJ 08829-1905    JGREGORY@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG 

  Telephone: (908) 638-6455  x26             Fax: (908) 638-9374          www.highbridge.org  

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 

 

 

March 31, 2014 

 

Atley R. Tyler 

Regional Manager 

New Jersey Division on Civil Right 

Trenton NJ  08625-0089 

 

Mr. Tyler; 

 

Please find enclosed the Borough of High Bridge’s answers and supporting documentation 

regarding Docket Number EK14AM-64412-A Raymond Olsen vs. the Borough of High Bridge.  

Raymond Olsen’s interview was conducted by the Director of Public Works, Councilman Rapp 

the Council Liaison for Public Works, and the Borough Administrator.  Questions were based 

from the resumes and applications submitted. 

 

The position Mr. Olsen applied for was Laborer/Truck Driver (CDL preferred but not required).  

 

C.1. Mr. Olsen was granted an interview for the position for which it appeared he was 

qualified.  However, upon further examination of Mr. Olsen’s resume it was determined that Mr. 

Olsen overstated his resume and work experience with the Borough of High Bridge.  Mr. Olsen 

claimed that he has experience in Road Repairs, Recyclable Collection, Brush and Leaf 

Collection, Snow Plowing and other duties as needed.  However, Mr. Olsen’s job duties as they 

relate to the matters specified was limited to truck driving.  At no time did Mr. Olsen receive 

direction to accomplish any task other than drive the truck to the locations specified.  Mr. Olsen 

never worked at our recycling center in any other capacity then dropping off recyclables.  Mr. 

Olsen did not operate the leaf vacuum or chipper and Mr. Olsen’s only duty was to move 

material from point A to point B. 

 

Mr. Olsen when he showed up for his interview was dressed in jeans and a flannel shirt.  We 

interviewed four candidates two showed up in jeans and flannel or sweatshirt, one showed up in 

slacks shirt and tie, and one showed up in a suit.  Showing that they put care into appearance and 

striving to make favorable impression.  Furthermore, Mr. Olsen moved his interview date, we 

were going through one of the snow storms and all interviews were moved to the next possible 

date.  The other three candidates accepted the date change with no issues; Mr. Olsen requested a 

new date, no explanation given.  While these two incidences do not reflect on Mr. Olsen’s job 

skills, it does however set an expectation level lower than what we would like to see in the ideal 

candidate. 

 

During the interview, when asked about his work experience and questioning the job duties he 

performed. Mr. Olsen became argumentative with the Director of Public Works when the 

Director notified him that all he did was drive truck.  Mr. Olsen did not handle the discussion and 
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 during the interview started to name drop the Mayor and Council members names that he knew 

and was friends with.   

 

Finally, Mr. Olsen’s work ethic as a part-time employee, while not rising to the level of 

discipline has caused the Director to have concerns that Mr. Olsen is not a team player and 

would not be suited for full time employment with the Borough.   

 

C.2 Mr. Olsen was granted and interview due to his residency status with the Borough, his 

CDL license, and experience as a part time employee with the Borough.  It should be noted that 

the main reason he was given the opportunity to interview was his residency status.   As stated 

before, Mr. Olsen’s lack of being a team player along with his argumentative nature on the job 

was a serious concern.   

 

C.3 The interviewers for Mr. Olsen were: 

Councilman Rapp, 76, 21 Woodland Terrace High Bridge NJ 908-638-4653 

Public Works Director Mike Hann, 54, 52 Thomas St. High Bridge, NJ  908-892-7218 

Administrator, John Gregory, 45, 708Beacon St. Stewartsville, NJ  08886 

 

C.4 Criteria for the position required a valid driver’s license, a team player attitude, the 

physical ability to do the work, ability to read and write, a High School Diploma.  While not 

required the possession of a CDL license was considered a bonus. 

 

C.5 Questions 

1. Tell us about yourself 

2. Explain your work experience if any dealing with Public Works 

3. Explain what you would do if the Mayor or Council person directed you to do a 

job which was not on you items to do. 

4. Some certification training may be involved in the future. How do you feel about 

schooling and becoming certified with different licenses? 

5. Explain what you would do if you had a irate resident complaining about a 

problem and not backing down. 

6. Tell me about what is not in your application/resume that makes (insert name) the 

right candidate for the job. 

 

C.6 There was no other position available. 

 

C.7 Scott Hammel, Age was unknown at date of hire, Hire date of January 23, 2014.  Mr. 

Hammel demonstrated he had a CDL, he had an Associate’s degree, was a team player with his 

field work experience, had supervisory experience indicating he knew how to direct and 

prioritize tasks. Mr. Hammel’s work experience with Emergency Management also made him a 

desirable candidate as the Public Works Department works with the Borough office of 

Emergency Management with the Police, Fire, and First Aid agencies. 

 

Sincerely, 
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John A. Gregory Jr. 

Administrator 
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