
UNAPPROVED 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE – COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: December 08, 2016 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: High Bridge Firehouse, 7 Maryland Ave. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please note: This meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and, alternatively, any items 
specifically listed may be omitted. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  
Mayor calls meeting to order and states: “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of 2016 Meeting Dates was 
published in the Hunterdon County Democrat and Express Times on December 24, 2015, and posted on the bulletin board at 
Borough Hall. Action may now be taken.” 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LED BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
Councilman LoIacono, present  Councilman Strange, present 
Councilwoman Shipps, present  Councilman Zappa, present 
Councilman Stemple, present  Council Pres. Hughes, present 
     Mayor Desire, present 
 
Also present were Attorney Goodman, Administrator Michael Pappas and Acting Clerk Adam Young along with 
thirty-four members of the public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MINUTES – NOVEMBER 11TH , 2016 
Mayor asks if any corrections necessary or for a motion to dispense with the reading of the prior meeting(s) 
minutes. 
 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the November 11th, 2016 minutes: Hughes, Second: Zappa 

Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Motion to approve the November 11th, 2016 minutes: Hughes, Second: Shipps 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
VISITORS: 
 
A. High Bridge students – playground equipment donation: Council thanked the students for their donation 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/AWARDS: 
 
A. Drive Sober Or Get Pulled Over: Proclamation was read and accepted by Council 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 
 
Paul Lipani - 14 Hillcrest Lane - Asked about the status of the current road repairs as it relates to Hillcrest Lane. Council 
discussed the previous plans for road repairs around the town and cost of the current projects being worked on. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
A. Ordinance 2016-27: Amend Chapter 184-10 Ordinance to Include Chapter 184-10.1 – Trailer Parking 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2016-27: LoIacono, Second: Strange, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 



Council described the intent to make roads safer with this Ordinance. 
 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2016-27: Stemple, Second: Strange, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, no; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 1 no, 5 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-27: LoIacono, Second:Strange, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, no; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 1 no, 5 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Mayor Desire states that Ordinance 2016-27 is adopted shall be published by Title in the Express Times and/or 
the Hunterdon County Democrat in accordance with the law. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
A. Reorganizational date – Proposed date of January 5th, 2017, 7pm at 7 Maryland Ave. High Bridge 
B. Sale of Borough Hall – No bids have been received. Council discussed options to continue with the sale  
  of the Borough Hall, 71 Main Street. 
C. Requests for proposal - Professionals: Council discussed the use of a committee for review. 
D. Highland redevelopment plan proposal – Council discussed the Highlands Council funding for a   
  redevelopment plan of 100 West Main Street, a request of reallocation of the available funds for  
  this project, and an overview of options for areas designated in need of redevelopment. 
 
Resolution 259-2016 - Motion to add Resolution 259-2016 authorizing a letter to be sent to Maser for moving 
forward with the reallocation of available funds for the Highland redevelopment plan proposal: 
Motion: Hughes, Second: LoIacono, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 259-2016: Hughes, Second: LoIacono, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
E. Department of Transportation aid programs – Discussed different aid programs available from the  
  Department of Transportation including Transit village, safe streets, and other programs. 
F. Ice-skating rink – Discussion of funds, the need for insurance coverage and funding a fence were   
  discussed by Council. 
 
Resolution 260-2016 - Motion to add Resolution 260-2016 authorizing the construction of an ice-skating rink 
utilizing funds up to the amount of $4000.00: 
Motion: LoIacono, Second: Hughes, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 260-2016: LoIacono, Second: Hughes, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by 
one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 



 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution  243-2016 Award of Contract – Billy Casper 
Resolution  244-2016 Lien Redemption 
Resolution  245-2016 Refund tax overpayment 
Resolution  246-2016 Utility adjustment 
Resolution  247-2016 Utility refund 
Resolution  248-2016 Authorize a request for proposal – Borough Planner 
Resolution  249-2016 Hazard Mitigation 
Resolution  250-2016 Property assessment program authorization 
Resolution  251-2016 Cancelation of Capital Balances 
Resolution  252-2016 Year End Transfer 
Resolution  253-2016 Amend professional contract - Maser 
Resolution  254-2016 Appointment of Deputy Registrar 
Resolution  255-2016 Undersized Lot Bid Received 
Resolution  256-2016 Undersized Lot Bid Received 
Resolution  257-2016 Undersized Lot Bid Received 
Resolution  258-2016 Undersized Lot Bid Received  

 
Motion to approve the consent agenda items: Strange, Second: LoIacono, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT: 
 
End of year goals were discussed for all Council members. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  
 
A. Proposed 2017 Council meeting dates 
B. 100 West Main redevelopment proposal 
C. Sale of 71 Main Street proposals 
D. RFP evaluation criteria document 
E. Department of Transportation aid programs documents 
F. Finance Department End of Month Reports 
G. Community service workers 
 
Resolution 261-2016 - Motion to add Resolution 261-2016 authorizing the continuation of utilizing community 
service workers: 
Motion: Hughes, Second: Strange, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 261-2016: LoIacono, Second: Hughes, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON - NONE  
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 
 
BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $ 960,730.92 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes, Second: Zappa 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 



Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
Councilwoman Shipps abstains from any Police related items. 
Councilman Stemple abstains from any Fire Department related items. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: AFFORDABLE HOUSING LITIGATION AN D STAFF 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
 
Resolution # E13-2016 - Motion to move into executive session: Hughes, Second: Shipps, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to move into open session: LoIacono, Second: Strange, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Resolution 262-2016 - Motion to add Resolution 262-2016 authorizing the wage increase for Barbara Kinsky: 
Motion: LoIacono, Second: Hughes, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 262-2016: LoIacono, Second: Strange, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Resolution 263-2016 - Motion to add Resolution 263-2016 to set the Administrator’s salary: 
Motion: Hughes, Second: Stemple, 
Roll call vote: LoIacono, yes; Shipps, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 263-2016: LoIacono, Second: Stemple, 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY  FURTHER BUSINESS. 
 
Motion to adjourn: LoIacono, Second: Strange 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes; Strange, yes; Stemple, yes; Strange, yes; Zappa, yes; Hughes, yes; 
Vote results: 6 ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Next Council Meeting: Reorganizational Meeting - January 5th, 2017, 7:00 pm 
Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 





































BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
Award of Contract – Borough Engineer - Maser Consulting 

 
RESOLUTION: 048-2017      ADOPTED: pending 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge has engaged in a competitive contract process for  the 
Borough Engineer, as provided for in the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-4-1, et 
seq.;  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge received two (2) proposals in response to that 
request;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the contract for the 
position of Borough Engineer is hereby awarded to Maser Consulting for one (1) year, 
commencing Jan 1, 2017 and continuing through December 31, 2017. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are 
authorized to execute such contractual agreement. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________                                          
Adam Young      Mark Desire 
Acting Municipal Clerk    Mayor 
 
 

 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
Award of Contract – Maser Consulting 

 
RESOLUTION: 049-2017      ADOPTED: pending 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge has engaged in a competitive contract process for  the 
Borough Planner, as provided for in the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-4-1, et seq.;  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge received one (1) proposal in response to that request;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the contract for the 
position of Borough Planner is hereby awarded to Maser Consulting for one (1) year, 
commencing Jan 1, 2017 and continuing through December 31, 2017. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are 
authorized to execute such contractual agreement. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________                                          
Adam Young      Mark Desire 
Acting Municipal Clerk    Mayor 
 
 

 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
Award of Contract – Environmental Engineer – Quest Environmental 

 
RESOLUTION: 050-2017      ADOPTED: pending 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge has engaged in a competitive contract process for  the 
Borough Environmental Engineer, as provided for in the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 
40A:11-4-1, et seq.;  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge received three (3) proposals in response to that 
request;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the contract for the 
position of Borough Environmental Engineer is hereby awarded to Quest Environmental and 
Engineering Services for one (1) year, commencing Jan 1, 2017 and continuing through 
December 31, 2017. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are 
authorized to execute such contractual agreement. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________                                          
Adam Young      Mark Desire 
Acting Municipal Clerk    Mayor 
 
 

 



 
 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

Borough Hall Final Payment 
 

RESOLUTION: 051-2017           ADOPTED: pending 
 
 

AUTHORIZE FINAL PAYMENT FOR CONSTRUCITON OF BOROUGH HALL 
 
WHEREAS, the original contract amount was $482,000 awarded by Resolution #187-
2015 to Alna Construction Corp. on September 10, 2015, and  
 
WHEREAS, changes to the original contract resulted in the following cost adjustments: 
  Change Order #1-Soil Testing   $  3,382.50 
 Extra Work Order #004R1   $92,663.93 
 Change Order #2-Soil Disposal  $46,975.37 
 Total adjustments             $143,021.80 
 
WHEREAS, the final amended contract amount is $625,021.80, and 
 
WHEREAS, the project has been deemed complete by the Borough Engineer, and  
 
WHEREAS, a maintenance bond has been provided and reviewed by the Borough 
Engineer and the Borough Administrator and deemed acceptable, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey hereby authorizes that 
the final payment including retainage totaling $12,500.44 be released to Alna 
Construction Corp. for completion of the Construction of Borough Hall, awarded on 
September 10, 2015. 
            
     
 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

Ice Skating Rink Rules and Regulations 
 

RESOLUTION: 052-2017           ADOPTED: pending 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have approved a temporary ice skating rink located at 
Union Forge Park on Washington Avenue; 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council for the preservation and protection of public safety establish 
specific rules required for the ice skating rink;  
 
WHEREAS, High Bridge Ordinance Chapter 261: Parks and Playgrounds establishes hours, 
prohibited conduct and penalties for all public parks, playgrounds, and open space areas;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 
Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, hereby amends Ordinance 261 to 
include; 
 
§ 261-5 (A) Ice Skating Area – Prohibited Conduct.  

1. Skating in a manner that endangers or interferes with other skaters' safety or pleasure is 
prohibited.  

2. Roughness, fooling around, excessive speeding or weaving through other skaters is 
prohibited.  

3. No tag or games of any kind are permitted on or off the ice.  
4. Exits are to be kept clear at all times.  
5. Skate counter-clockwise unless directed otherwise. A maximum of 100 skaters are 

allowed on the ice during public skate. 
6. Excessive speeding is not allowed.  
7. Do not skate backwards.  
8. No more than two people may skate together.  
9. No one is permitted on the ice without skates.  
10. Skaters must keep moving while on the ice.  
11. You may practice figure skating routines in the center ice area with staff permission. .  
12. No eating or drinking is permitted on the ice.  
13. Skaters are not allowed to carry children or secondary items such as cell phones, cameras, 

handbags, headsets, etc., while skating, as this is extremely dangerous. 
14. Please do not sit on, lean over, or leave articles on the boards.  
15. Throwing snowballs or any objects is prohibited.   
16. Persons who appear to be under the influence of alcohol or other substances are not 

permitted in the area.  
17. All other municipal Park Rules and Regulations apply. 
18. Personal music players with headphones are not permitted. 

§ 261-2 Hours.  
  
The ice skating rink area shall be open from 8:00 A.M. until sunset. 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

NON-FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS FOR PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTS 
Planning Board / Board of Adjustment 

 
RESOLUTION 053-2017    ADOPTED: pending adoption 

 
WHEREAS, on January 1, 2007, the “New Jersey Local Unit Pay-to-Play” Law, N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.5 et. seq., became effective; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge has a need to award certain professional contracts for 
services required  by the municipality in calendar year 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Pay-to-Play Law permits such services to be acquired through two processes, 
including the “non-fair and open” process as defined in N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.7 on those contracts 
where it is anticipated that the total cost will exceed $17,500.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the public good and interest of the citizens of the Borough of High Bridge will best 
be served by the “non-fair and open” process to secure experienced professional services, rather 
than the “fair and open” process of awarding  a contract to the lowest bidder; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough C.F.O. has determined and certified in writing that the value of each of 
these professional services may, in the aggregate, exceed $17,500.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, each professional will be required to first complete and submit a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which will certify that the said professional consultant and their firm 
have not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the previous 
one year, and that their contract will prohibit the said professional consultant and their firm from 
making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 
Bridge, County of Hunterdon and in the State of New Jersey as follows: 

 
1. The following 2017 professional contracts shall be awarded under the “non-fair 

and open” process:  
 
- Planning Board/Board of Adjustment Attorney – Carter VanRensselaer 
 & Caldwell 
 
- Planning Board/Board of Adjustment Engineer – Mott-MacDonald 
 LLC. 

 
2. The said professionals, prior to securing such contract, shall execute and file with 

the Clerk of the municipality, a Business Entity Disclosure Certification pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8 and the CFO shall provide a Determination of Value to 
be placed on file with this Resolution. 

 



3. Each Contract is awarded without competitive bidding and the Mayor, Council 
President and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute Contracts for these 
professional services, and which Contracts are subject to review and approval by 
the Borough Attorney. 

 
 4. A notice of this action shall be published in the Borough’s legal newspaper. 
 
I, Bonnie Ann Fleming, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of High Bridge, do 
hereby certify funds are available for this contract from: 2017 Temporary Budget 
 

 
Bonnie Ann Fleming 
Chief Financial Officer  
 

 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZATION OF UTILITY REFUNDS 
 

RESOLUTION: 054-2017           ADOPTED: pending 
 
 
WHEREAS, there are credits and other charges that need to be removed from individual utility 
accounts, and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High 
Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey does hereby authorize the refunding 
and/or crediting of utility accounts listed: 
 
ID# Blk Lot Name Address Amount Reason 
3241 4.06 20 Duhaime, Pamela J. 

Jernstedt 
31 Mill Street $550.00 Refund overpayment 

 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________                                          
Adam Young      Mark Desire 
Acting Municipal Clerk    Mayor 

 
 


