
 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE – COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: June 28, 2018 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: 97 West Main St., High Bridge, NJ 08829 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CALL TO ORDER: CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR DESIRE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LED BY MAYOR 
 
COUNCIL ROLL CALL: 
 
Councilman Columbus absent  Councilman LoIacono absent  Mayor Desire  present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Strange present  
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Zappa present 
 
Attorney Steve Firkser, Administrator Pappas, Acting Clerk Adam Young, and six public and press were also in 
attendance. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the regular June 14, 2018 minutes: Motion / Second: Zappa / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Motion to approve the June 14, 2018 regular minutes: Motion / Second: Zappa / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Motion to approve the June 14, 2018 executive minutes: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
A. Resolution 174-2018  - Appoint Matt Henderson to Recreation Committee – expiration date 12/31/2019 
 
 Motion to adopt Resolution 174-2018: Motion / Second: Strange / Ferry 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
B. Resolution 175-2018  - Appoint Will Musick to Recreation Committee – expiration date 12/31/2019 
 
 Motion to adopt Resolution 175-2018: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 
 
Stan Prater updated Council about the heat wave anticipated, JCP&L ramping up to be ready, and noted people should 
hydrate. The Mayor stated that a PSA shall be sent on this. Michele Lee asked about how the grant process works from one 
type of grant to another as it pertains to funding from the Borough and spending, as well as the Administrator's job being 
considered burdened with another appointment on the agenda. Councilman Zappa spoke about the capital improvement 
budget for the engineering portion of the Safe Routes to School grant and the time the Administrator was spending on other 
projects in the past as compared to now and the extra hour this appointment is expected to take per month for the new 
position. Christina Whited asked about the securing of the site near the commons, installing recycled benches, the idea to 
move the entrance to the commons natural recycling yard, and the use of shrubs in the area. Council spoke about the 



 

regulations for securing the area, the use of boulders as well as fencing, and the shrub maintenance. Administrator Pappas 
spoke about the risk management review for the project and stated that the project is going well. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS / HOUSING PLAN: 
 
A. Resolution 176-2018: Endorsing Housing Plan 
 
 Motion to adopt Resolution 176-2018: Motion / Second: Strange / Ferry 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
B. Resolution 177-2018: Adopt Spending Plan for Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
 
 Motion to adopt Resolution 177-2018: Motion / Second: Zappa / Hughes 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
C. Ordinance 2018-024: Chapter 145, Affordable housing regulations 
  
 Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-024: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent  
 
 Mayor Desire thanked Councilman Zappa for his work on this project. Attorney Firkser explained the 
 implementation of what is needed to complete the necessary affordable housing negotiations and gave a 
 background on the affordable housing obligations as they have progressed. Administrator Pappas  spoke 
 about the fantastic coordination with the Borough professionals and Planning Board. 
 
 Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-024: Motion / Second: Zappa / Hughes 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent  
 
 Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-024: Motion / Second: Strange / Ferry 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
D. Ordinance 2018-025: Chapter 145, Developer fee 
  
 Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-025: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Councilman Zappa gave an overview of the Ordinance. Christina Whited asked about administration of 
 the trust and if there is a cap. Attorney Firkser stated the Administrative Agent and that there is a cap of 
 $10,000 per unit for four units. 
 
 Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-025: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-025: Motion / Second: Strange / Hughes 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
E. Ordinance 2018-026: Chapter 145, Article 4, District regulations 
  



 

 Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-026: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Councilman Zappa gave an overview of the Ordinance. Christina Whited sought clarification about the 
 overview and stated approval. 
 
 Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-026: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-026: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
F. Ordinance 2018-027: Mason dump truck 
  
 Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-027: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Councilman Zappa gave an overview of the Ordinance and stated that the truck does not cost $120,000 
 but that a Resolution will be adopted which will state the lower, actual cost, that is comes fully equipped 
 and ready with plow, toolbox, etc. 
 
 Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2018-027: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-027: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. Resolution 167-2018: Sewer utility adjustment 
  
 Motion to take Resolution 167-2018 from the table: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 Discussion of the total amount of water lost into the ground and the measurement ensued. 
 
 Motion to approve Resolution 167-2018: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE AT THIS TIME 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 
 
A. Ordinance 2018-028: Ordinance appropriating $9,200.00 from the Capital Improvement fund for a 
 zero turn mower 
 
 Motion to introduce: Motion / Second: Hughes / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 



 

 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent  
 
 The presiding officer states that Ordinance 2018-028 shall be published in whole or summary in the 
 Express Times and/or the Hunterdon County Democrat with the public hearing date of July 19, 2018. 
 
B. Ordinance 2018-029: Water main bypass on Mine Road - $25,000 
 
 Motion to introduce: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 The presiding officer states that Ordinance 2018-029 shall be published in whole or summary in the 
 Express Times and/or the Hunterdon County Democrat with the public hearing date of July 19, 2018. 
 
C. Ordinance 2018-030: Ordinance appropriating $32,000.00 from the capital improvement fund for  
 preliminary engineering for Washington Ave. road improvement – Phase II 
 
 Motion to introduce: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
 The presiding officer states that Ordinance 2018-030 shall be published in whole or summary in the 
 Express Times and/or the Hunterdon County Democrat with the public hearing date of July 19, 2018. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Official Department 
Councilman Zappa Engineering, Department of Public Works 

Spoke about Mine Road bridge replacement, Washington Ave. engineering, emergency 
grant from the DoT for McDonald St., Hillcrest Ln. start of project, StreetScape project 
has been sent to DoT again, safe route on West Main St., road ranking list 

Councilwoman Hughes Environmental, Solid Waste / Recycling, Public Health & Open Space 
Spoke about recycling and rigid plastic event, town-wide litter clean up, statistics from 
electronics cleanup, Monarch and milkweed preservation update, sign at Lake Solitude 
for littering 

Councilman LoIacono Education, Finance, Emergency Services 
No report at this time 

Councilman Strange Economic Development Committee, Recreation 
Spoke about EDC meeting time updates, Recreation has added two people, is assisting 
EDC with brochures, trail head brochure holders, new possible member, Recreation 
manual is due for an update, Summer Recreation planning is on time, the Summer 
Recreation container was cleaned out and looking for a new location, pump-track 
update, thanked the Mayor for his assistance with his son's injury 

Councilwoman Ferry Cultural and Heritage, Events 
Spoke about the July wedding preparations for the Solitude House, speaker series 
updates, Events Soap Box Derby went very well, Concert in the Commons and Pooch 
Parade went very well, next concert on July 7th 

Councilman Columbus Golf 
No report at this time 

Michael Pappas Administrator 
Spoke about the Borough's insurance coverage and savings from the carrier switch and 
Federal regulations and complexities with grant submission. 

Mayor Mark Desire Executive Services 
Spoke about a new landlord possibly coming to Main Street, EDC meeting on Tuesday, 
the completed Housing Plan, demolition permits in the works with 100 West Main St., 
Resident's Appreciation day at the High Bridge Hills Golf Club, the possible use of 
Spring Side Farm for horse rescue, congratulations to Adam Young. 

 



 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution – 178 - 2018 Amend professional service contract – Maser – Safe roads to school 
Resolution – 179 - 2018 Amend professional service contract – Maser – Infrastructure Aid Grant 
Resolution – 180 - 2018 Approval to deactivate utility account 
Resolution – 181 - 2018 Award of contract – Fire House carpeting 
Resolution – 182 - 2018 Capital budget amendment 
Resolution – 183 - 2018 Ch 159 – Clean communities 
Resolution – 184 - 2018 Hydrant testing personnel appointments 
Resolution – 185 - 2018 Lien redemption 
Resolution – 186 - 2018 Approval to submit a grant application – McDonald St. roadway improvements  
Resolution – 187 - 2018 Appoint Michael Pappas as the Municipal Housing Liaison 
Resolution – 188 - 2018 Approve affirmative fair housing marketing plan 
Resolution – 189 - 2018 Adopt ‘sales and operating manual’ and ‘rehabilitation operating manual’ 
Resolution – 190 - 2018 Advertise for part-time, temporary DPW laborer 
Resolution – 191 - 2018 Authorization to bid – Washington Ave Phase 1 and 2 

 
Motion to remove Resolution 184-2018 from the consent agenda: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Councilman Zappa asked to discuss Resolution 184-2018. Discussion ensued about the parameters by which the 
payment should be considered for this task to ensure the Borough has a clear understanding of what the cost will 
be. 
 
Motion to table Resolution 184-2018: Motion / Second: Strange / Zappa 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Motion to approve the consent agenda items Resolution 178-2018 to Resolution 183-2018 and Resolution 185-
2018 to Resolution 191-2018: Motion / Second: Zappa / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
A. End of month Tax and Finance reports 
B. Hydrant testing program letter 
C. Successful completion of Municipal Clerk’s examination 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
 
Michele Lee asked for a copy of the comparison document for the insurance comparison. Attorney Firkser recommended an 
OPRA request. Christina Whited looks forward to the brochures for the town, the new brochure holder proposed, and a status 
update on Old Borough Hall and if there has been any interest. Council gave an update that commercial real-estate is trading 
for less than anticipated, that the list price as not the minimum bid price, that another request for proposal can be done again, 
and that there is some interest but that the repairs appear to be expensive. Michael Darmstadt asked if the industrial carpet is 
still installed in Old Borough Hall as the hardwood floors may be appealing. Council discussed that it is and that perhaps 
pulling the carpet may make it appealing to others for sales purposes. Pablo Delgado asked for a status update on the dog 
park and the risk manager review, and if the abatement process with Old Borough Hall is being explained to potential buyers. 
Council discussed that the risk manager has concerns about some other items but that communication is ongoing with the 
project, fundraising can definitely go on, and that the abatement process is being utilized. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 
 



 

BILL LIST: 
 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $381,627.48 
Motion to approve bill list: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE FOR TOWN OF CLINTON 
 
Resolution 192-2018 - Motion to move into executive session: Motion/Second: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Action may now be taken. 
 
Motion to move into open session: Motion/Second: Strange / Zappa 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS. 
 
Motion to adjourn: Motion / Second: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; LoIacono, absent ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Next regular meeting: July 19, 2018 – 7:30 pm – 97 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 
 
Respectfully, 
 

     
Adam Young      Mark Desire 
Acting Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


