BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE - COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: February 21, 2019 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829

Please note: This meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and, alternatively, any items specifically listed may be omitted.

CALL TO ORDER:

Presiding Officer calls meeting to order and states: “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of 2019 Meeting Dates
were published in the Hunterdon County Democrat and the Easton Express times on December 20, 2018, and posted on the
bulletin board at Borough Hall. Action may now be taken.”

FLAG SALUTE: LED BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER

COUNCIL ROLL CALL:

Councilman Columbus absent Councilwoman Moore present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Strange  present

Councilwoman Hughes present Councilman Zappa present

Also present were Chief Brett Bartman, Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Michael Pappas, and Clerk
Adam Young and thirteen members of the public and press.

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to dispense with the reading of the regular February 7, 2019 minutes: Hughes / Zappa
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to approve the February 7, 2019 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to approve the February 7, 2019 executive minutes: Hughes / Ferry

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

PUBLIC COMMENTS: S MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2019-004: Salary and wage ranges

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2019-004: Zappa / Strange
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Council spoke about correcting the Department of Works laborer salary ranges and the intent to increase
the range.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2019-004: Strange / Moore
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2019-004: Strange / Moore
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

DISCUSSION ITEMS:




A. Sale of Old Borough Hall - Administrator Pappas spoke about receiving the bids for the sale of Old
Borough Hall. Attorney Goodman spoke about the bids being non-conforming but that the items in question can
be handled during contract negotiations for the close of the bid and remediation of in-ground oil tanks could be
costly to the Borough. Discussion ensued about which of the two bid options to select, oil tanks, as well as
conversation of the handling of the library, and there being only a small risk from the form of the bids received.
Council further discussed the Resolution wording, the possibility of finding another location for the library such
as The Solitude House, the current demographic using the library on Main Street, the use of a five year lease, the
possibility of using the elementary school library as a public library as expanded, a tank sweep being part of the
negotiation, and how a tank extraction will be handled and what the cost will be.

B. Town of Clinton sewer mediation — Mayor Lee spoke about the history of the sewer mediation, that
mediation is still ongoing, that a term sheet has been produced again, the utility rates are available online, gave an
explanation of the history of the rates compared to the current rate, stated the current rate Resolution puts the rates
at a responsible level. Attorney Goodman spoke about the allegation that the Town of Clinton overcharged the
Borough of High Bridge, that the amount is significant and being held in escrow, that other parties involved with
the mediation are holding escrow as well, and the Borough is seeking restitution for the overcharges.

C. Cultural and Heritage Ordinance drafts - Councilwoman Ferry spoke about drafting a new version of the
Cultural and Heritage Ordinance to assist the Cultural and Heritage members, the review by Mr. Goodman with

some suggestions, the hope that this amendment will span across all Committees in the future, and another
presentation will happen soon.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2019-005: CAP bank

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-005: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-005 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 21, 2019.

B. Ordinance 2019-006: Amending background checks Ordinance

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-006: Strange / Moore
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-006 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 7, 2019.

INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET:

A. Resolution 090-2019 — Set utility rates

Motion to approve Resolution 090-2019 : Zappa / Strange
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

B. Resolution 091-2019 — Budget introduction — Public hearing on March 21, 2019.

Motion to approve Resolution 091-2019 : Strange / Zappa

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS/GOALS:




Official

Department

Councilman Zappa

Engineering, Department of Public Works

Spoke about reviewing the asset management plan with the Borough Engineers,
introducing the plan on March 7th, McDonald Street rebuild waiting on a signature,
Washington Ave. phase 1 and 2 plans being sent to the DoT, Cregar Ave. bridge being bid
by the County for redesign of the deck, general road repairs planned for the summer, the
Department of Works doing snow and ice removal, doing truck maintenance, advertising
for a new laborer and preparing for interviews.

Councilwoman Hughes

Environmental, Solid Waste / Recycling, Public Health & Open Space
Spoke about receiving a Roots for Rivers grant and applying for a McDonald Street mini-
park grant.

Councilwoman Moore

Special Events / Finance

Spoke about the events Committee meeting canceled and rescheduled for Saturday,
Finance Committee meeting several times and the budget being introduced, a joint meeting
with the school board and an announcement on of this on the website.

Councilman Strange

Emergency Services / Recreation

Spoke about the Police Department agreement to assist Frenchtown with training of Police
Officers, routine maintenance with the Police Department fleet and other office
improvements, receiving a prescription drop-off box, Recreation Committee meetings
meeting on the third Thursdays, the intent to organize the manual, planning for the
Summer Recreation program, introducing the Ordinance with a date changed which should
assist with getting more volunteers, vandalism on the ice rink keeping it from operating,
trail maintenance is ongoing, not being able to find a commercial grade slide which is
acceptable to Borough insurance and the possibility of getting a new piece of equipment.

Councilwoman Ferry

Cultural and Heritage / Education

Spoke about creating a new Historical Committee for the Solitude House Rescue 2019
goals, the goals of the new Committee, images show with fixes necessary to keep the
Solitude House safe, do repairs, clean, and find out what next steps are to a clean up
project with volunteers.

Councilman Columbus

Golf / Economic Development Committee
No report at this time.

Michael Pappas

Administrator

Spoke about the budget preparation done by Bonnie Fleming, the appreciation for the
Finance Committee’s time, two water main breaks which were tested and had no
contamination, and contact about the trails being maintained.

Mayor Michele Lee

Executive Services

Met with department heads about items with the budget, thanked the Emergency Squad for
their service, met with OEM to learn about disaster preparedness, meeting with Billy
Caspter Golf about future items of business, Coffee With the Mayor going well and
speaking about utility bills, the lane being planned for West Main Street, working with the
mediation issue, meeting a new developer interested in High Bridge, walking through the
Solitude House and having ideas for revitalization, a letter for Mayors along the Raritan
Valley line for support of more train rides.

CONSENT AGENDA:

RESOLUTION #

TITLE

Resolution — 092 - 2019

Appoint Economic Development Member — Todd Honeycutt

Resolution — 093 - 2019

Appoint Chair and Vice Chair of Cultural and Heritage

Resolution — 094 - 2019

Award of bid — sale of 71 Main Street, Old Borough Hall

Resolution — 095 - 2019

Appoint backup licensed water system operator - McGowan

Resolution — 096 - 2019

Cancelation of taxes

Resolution — 097 - 2019

Designation of depositories

Resolution — 098 - 2019

Dog park water line

Resolution — 099 - 2019

Solid waste contract — Premiere assignment to Republic Services

Resolution — 100 - 2019

Golf rates

Resolution — 101 - 2019

Lien redemption

Resolution — 102 - 2019

LOSAP

Resolution — 103 - 2019

McDonald St. garden grant

Resolution — 104 - 2019

Refund of overpayments to dog fund




Resolution — 105 - 2019 | Salary and wage
Resolution — 106 - 2019 | Utility adjustment

Motion to remove Resolution 094-2019 from the consent agenda for discussion: Strange / Zappa
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to approve Resolution 094-2019 for the sale of Old Borough Hall, 71 Main Street: Zappa / Hughes
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 092-2019, Resolution 093-2019, and Resolution 095-2019
through Resolution 106-2019: Zappa / Hughes

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. End of month Tax and Finance reports
B. LOSAP eligibility letter

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Nicole Poko spoke about the Solitude House presentation, the house being a big draw to High Bridge, and offered
a volunteer mailing list to assist with having more volunteers, spoke about a job offer for a Solitude caretaker and
if that is still a possibility. Council spoke about having some interest however the offers were not up to the
standards sought, spoke about the items of the caretaker bid including working for the rent portion, materials, and
the possibility of revisiting the issue.

Dennis Ferrere from Chestnut Court asked about Clinton continuing to process sewage as the mediation goes on.
Councilman Zappa discussed the Borough receiving the termination letter, the five years being over late next year,
wanting to have a deal done prior to the termination date in the letter, the agreement to have Clinton pay for about
21% of the value of the plant. Mr. Ferrere asked about the costs of creating the plant. Council spoke about the
monies anticipated which could be used to put in a plant, having a location set aside, grant opportunities, and
processing plants being smaller and more manageable.

Paul Lipani spoke about the appraisal of Old Borough Hall being higher than the possible sale cost, and the
anticipation of the sale of Old Borough Hall offsetting new Borough Hall. Council spoke about the costs of old
Borough Hall versus those of new Borough Hall, having a grant pay for part of new Borough Hall, the cost to a
new owner to fix Old Borough Hall. Mr. Lipani asked where the difference in cost will come from. Council spoke
that it came out of the capital improvement funds.

Karen Gove asked that the library not be moved off of Main Street.

Mayor Lee spoke about the building of a new sewer plant being a long term goal and the mediated resolution
being the preferred outcome.

LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. Total Amount: $828.801.72
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Moore

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE FOR TOWN OF CLINTON MEDIATION



Resolution 107-2019 - Motion to move into executive session: Zappa / Hughes
Roll call vote: Columbus, _ ; Ferry,  ; Hughes,  ;Moore, _ ; Strange,  ; Zappa, __ ;
Action may now be taken.

Motion to move into open session: Zappa / Moore
Roll call vote: Columbus,  ; Ferry,  ; Hughes,  ;Moore,  ; Strange,  ; Zappa, _ ;

ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS

Motion to add Resolution 108-2019 approval of term sheet with the Town of Clinton: Moore / Zappa
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to approve Resolution 108-2019: Hughes / Ferry
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, no ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 4 yes, 1 no, 1 absent

Motion to adjourn:
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Next Council Meeting: March 7, 2019 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ



