
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE – COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: April 11, 2019 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please note: This meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and, alternatively, any items specifically listed may be omitted. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: CALLED TO ORDER BY THE MAYOR 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LED BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
COUNCIL ROLL CALL: 
 
Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present  
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Strange present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Zappa present  
 
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Michael Pappas, Municipal Clerk Adam Young and 
twelve members of the public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the regular March 21, 2019 minutes: Hughes / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to approve the March 21, 2019 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
OATHS/APPOINTMENTS: 
 
A. Resolution 129-2019 - Appointment of Honorary Administrators Scarlett Borchin and Navio Delgado 
Motion to adopt Resolution 129-2019 - Appoint Honorary Administrators for the day of April 11, 2019: 
Hughes / Zappa. Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
A. Proclamation – 004-2019 – Support of American Legion Post 188 – Read by the Mayor. 
B. Proclamation – 005-2019 – A Proclamation for the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life – Ready by 
 the Mayor 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 
 
Jeanie Baker invited all people to come to the stream clean up, get a free shirt, and adults to accompany kids. 
Dennis Ferrara asked if there are plans for road repairs. Councilman Zappa spoke about looking at the roads and getting a list 
of road rankings updated as well as road repairs being an important item for him as well as Council. 
Erin Delgado thanked Council for the opportunity for the students of High Bridge to learn about the Borough through having 
the Honorary Administrators for the day. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 



A. Easement from Commons on the Wye to Van Syckle Street - Administrator Pappas spoke about the items 
 for Borough consideration on the agenda pertaining to this item and that the property owners who have 
 agreed to have an easement on their property are on board. 
B. Seasonal laborer - Councilman Zappa spoke about having a seasonal laborer to assist DPW with spring 
 and summer tasks in the Borough. 
C. Bike helmet on public land - Councilman Strange spoke about a proposal to have an Ordinance that bike 
 helmets be worn by all people on Borough property, the hope to have this Ordinance reduce risk and keep 
 people safe. Councilwoman Hughes spoke about making sure the Ordinance is enforceable. Discussion 
 ensued about how surrounding towns handle this issue with people biking into the Borough, how it may 
 impact the bike park, the Administrator contacting the risk manager and Chief of Police. 
D. Planned water system repairs - Councilman Zappa spoke about the plan for water utility improvements, 
 utilizing the New Jersey Infrastructure Trust Bank, spoke about some items included in the plan and the 
 plan's cost. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 
 
A. Ordinance 2019-009: Funding for Washington Ave., Phase 2 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-009: Zappa / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-009 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the 
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 25, 2019. 
 
B. Ordinance 2019-010: Purchase of Sewer Pump 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-010, purchase of sewer pump: Strange / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-010 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the 
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 25, 2019. 
 
C. Ordinance 2019-011: McDonald Street water main 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-011, McDonald Street water main: Zappa / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-011 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the 
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 25, 2019. 
 
D. Ordinance 2019-012: Ordinance authorizing access easement 
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2019-012: Ordinance authorizing access easement: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2019-012 shall be published in its entirety in the Express Times and/or the 
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 25, 2019. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Motion to add Resolution 147-2019 to the consent agenda to allow placing a banner by Middle School PTO: 
Zappa / Moore. Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to remove Resolution 139-2019 and Resolution 141-2019 from the consent agenda for discussion: 
Strange / Zappa. Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 



RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution – 130 – 2019 Advertise for Crossing Guard 
Resolution – 131 – 2019 Advertise for seasonal laborer 
Resolution – 132 – 2019 Advertise for Summer Recreation positions 
Resolution – 133 - 2019 Apply for cooperative marketing grant 
Resolution – 134 – 2019 Appointment of Cultural and Heritage Secretary for 2019 
Resolution – 135 – 2019 Appointment of temporary Fire sub-code official – Neil Ruggierio 
Resolution – 136 – 2019 Amend professional contract – Maser 
Resolution – 137 – 2019 Award of contract – Newsletter 
Resolution – 138 – 2019 Award of contract – Website 
Resolution – 140 – 2019 Rescue Squad – LOSAP 
Resolution – 142 – 2019 Support of Raritan Valley Line one seat ride 
Resolution – 143 – 2019 Vacating easement from Commons on the Wye 
Resolution – 144 – 2019 Amend Capital budget 
Resolution – 147 – 2019 Middle School PTO – banner at huskies field 
 
Motion to approve the consent agenda items as amended: Zappa / Hughes 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to amend Resolution 139-2019, rejection of bids – McDonald Street, to include going out for a rebid on 
the project: Zappa / Moore. 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 141-2019, Social Media Policy: No motion / No second 
Resolution does not pass. 
 
Discussion of Resolution 141-2019: Councilman Strange spoke about having the social media sites from the 
Borough be closed to comments as it will be a cost to the Borough, that the Borough can be contacted by other 
means available, expressed the need to keep the public documents regardless of the conversations had on social 
media, and the exposure put forth to the Mayor and Clerk. Councilwoman Hughes spoke that she would like to 
get comments out to the public but not collect comments which may be unnecessary. The Mayor spoke about 
being comfortable with having a social media account open for comments and asked that someone find another 
Municipality which does not have a page open for comments. Discussion ensued about how the handling of the 
proposed Mayor's page or Borough page may be utilized, how other, larger Municipalities handle comments, and 
who becomes responsible for comments. Attorney Goodman spoke about how the handling of deleting comments 
may be handled with First Amendment issues. Councilwoman Ferry noted that Facebook is able to filter 
comments. Mayor Lee stated that she doesn't need permission to start a social media page and that she does not 
want to miss out on volunteer opportunities for the Borough which may come through a social media resource. 
Clerk Adam Young spoke about the retention of public documents being necessary in the Borough. Discussion 
from Council ensued about wanting to be covered by a document retention system while the Mayor spoke about 
not being in favor of spending money to archive the social media page, the handling of social media pages in the 
past between the Mayor and Councilmembers, and about having further consideration at a later time. Council 
agreed to further discussion. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
A. County mosquito control letter 
B. Grant letter for Washington Ave. Phase III 
C. New Jersey General Assembly letter 
D. 2018 LOSAP – Rescue Squad 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 
 



Michele Schwartz commended Council for the street grants and hard work, asked if paving was done and will be 
redone for some street openings and gas lines, and if meters will be redone as well. Administrator Pappas 
confirmed that no further paving will be done on recently opened streets for this issue. Councilman Zappa spoke 
about having the meter changes on the high priority list, how the meters are currently read, and what the meter 
portion will cost. 
Dennis Ferrara spoke about the ways the Borough communicates currently, legal considerations to be taken with 
communication through social media, how communication can be handled by Council, and stated that it is worth a 
try to use social media for a short time. 
Erin Delgado stated that she sees the value in using social media, stated that she cannot access the Borough 
website on her phone, and that she would appreciate a place to post her events. 
Pablo Delgado supports the use of social media for the Mayor, for Committees, stated that the meetings for all 
Committees are open but that the use of social media would be helpful, and expressed support for the Raritan 
Valley Line one seat ride program. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 
 
BILL LIST: 
 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $628,833.88 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE FOR CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE 
CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
Resolution 145-2019 - Motion to move into executive session: Zappa / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
 
Action may now be taken. 
 
Motion to move into open session: Zappa / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to table Resolution 146-2019 to April 25, 2019, Authorization to enter into employment agreement| 
with Police Chief Brett Bartman: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 
 
Motion to adjourn: Columbus / Zappa 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: April 25, 2019 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 


