et Waste Pollutes
Our Waters

What You Can Do To Help Protect Our Water

Clean and plentiful water isimportant to our families, our environment, our economy and our quality of life.

Didyou know that animal waste from pets can pollute our waters? When left ontheground, pet wasteis
washed by rain and melting snow and iceinto storm drainsthat carry it to our rivers, lakes, the ocean and
drinking water.

Anima waste containsahigh concentration of nutrientsaswell as bacteriaand disease-causing microorganisms
that can cause problems.

What you can do

Pet ownersor anyonewho takesyour pet for walksmust properly dispose of thewaste by pickingit up, wrappingit
andether placingitinthetrash or flushing it unwrgpped downthetoil .

Your municipdity isrequired to adopt and enforcelocd pet-wastelaws. At aminimum, your community must
requirethat pet ownersor their keepersimmediately and proper |y dispose of their pet’s solid waste deposited
onany publicor privateproperty not owned or possessed by that per son. Peoplewith assistance animals
such as Seeing Eyedogs are exempt.

M ake sureyou know what your municipality requires—and follow it.

Thank you for doing your part to keep New Jersey’ swaters clean.

For moreinformation, please contact thefollowing:

New Jersey Department of Environmenta Protection . i
Divisonof Water Quality W
Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control
Municipa Stormwater Regulation Program
(609) 633-7021

Vist www.njstormwater.org or www.nonpoi ntsource.org

Additiond informationisasoavalableat U. S.
Environmenta Protection Agency Web sites
WWW.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps

Jon S. Corzine, Governor (LEAY ‘ﬂ WATER -

==~ LisaP. Jackson, Commissioner /U toYou tew Jesed




olutions to
Stormwater Pollution

Easy Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Our Water

A Guide to Healthy Habits for
Cleaner Water

[lution on streets, parking lotsand lawnsis
washed by raininto stormdrains, then directly
to our drinking water suppliesand the ocean

andlakesour childrenplay in. Fertilizer, ail,

pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grassclippings: You
nameit andit endsup in our water.

Stormwater pollutionisone of New Jersey’sgreatest
threatsto clean and plentiful water, and that’swhy
we' reall doing something about it.

By sharing theresponsibility and making small, easy
changesinour daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater. It all addsup to cleaner
water, and it savesthe high cost of cleaning up once
it'sdirty.

Aspart of New Jersey’sinitiative to keep our water
clean and plentiful and to meet federal requirements,
many municipditiesand other public agenciesincluding
collegesand military bases
must adopt ordinancesor

other rulesprohibiting
variousactivitiesthat
contributeto stormwater
pollution. Bresking these
rulescanresultinfinesor
other penalties.

As a resident,
business, or
other member of
the New Jersey
community, itis
important to know
these easy
things you can
do every day to
protect our
water.

Limit your use of
fertilizers and
pesticides

m Doasoil testtoseeif
you need afertilizer.

m  Donot apply fertilizers
if heavy rainispredicted.

m Lookintoaternatives
for pesticides.

m  Mantanasmdllavn
and keep therest of your
property or yardina
natura statewith treesand
other nativevegetation
that requireslittieor no
fertilizer.

'-'” m |fyouusefertilizers
| and pesticides, follow the

instructionsonthelabe on
how to correctly apply it.

Make sureyou properly
storeor discard any
unused portions.

Properly use and
dispose of
hazardous
products

m Hazardousproducts
include somehousehold or
commercia deaning
products, lawn and garden
care products, motor ail,
antifreeze, and paints.

m  Donot pour any
hazardous products
downastormdrain
because stormdrainsare
usudly connectedtoloca
waterbodiesand thewater
isnot treated.




m |f you havehazardous
productsinyour homeor
workplace, makesure
you store or dispose of
them properly. Readthe
label for guidance.

m Usenaturd or less
toxic aternativeswhen

possible.
m  Recycleussdmotor ail.

m  Contact your
municipality, county or
facility management office
for thelocations of
hazardous-waste disposal
fadlities

Keep pollution
out of storm
drains

m  Municipditiesand
many other public agencies
arerequired to mark
certangormdraininlets
with messagesreminding
peoplethat ssorm drains
are connectedto local
waterbodies.

m  Donotlet sewageor
other wastesflow intoa
stormwater system.

Clean up after
your pet

= Many municipdities
and public agenciesmust
enact and enforcelocal
pet-wasterules.

= Anexampleis
requiring pet ownersor
their keepersto pick up
and properly dispose of
pet waste dropped on
public or other people’'s

property.

m  Makesureyouknow
your town’sor agency’s
requirementsand comply
withthem. It'sthelaw.
And remember to:

» Usenewspaper, bags
Or pooper-scoopersto
pick up wastes.

» Disposeof the
wrapped pet waste
inthetrash or un-
wrappedinatoilet.

» Never discard pet
wasteinastormdrain.

Don’t feed
wildlife

m Do not feed wildlife,
suchasducksand geese, in
public areas.

= Manymunicpditiesand
other public agencies must
enact and enforcearulethat
prohibitswildlifefeedingin
thesearess.

Dispose of yard
waste properly

m Keepleavesand grass
out of sormdrains.

m If your municipdity or
agency hasyard waste
collectionrules, follow
them.

m Useleavesand grass
clippingsasaresourcefor
compost.

m  Useamulching
mower that recyclesgrass
clippingsintothelawn.

Don’t litter
m Placelitterintrash
receptacles.

m Recycle. Recycle.
Recycle.

m Paticipatein
community cleanups.

Contact information

For moreinformation on stormwater related topics, visit
WWW.Njstormwater.org or Www.nonpointsource.org

Additional informationisalso availableat U. S.
Environmental Protection Agency Web sites
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Quality

Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control

Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program

(609) 633-7021

* www.cleanwater nj.org Lﬁﬁﬂ.@mm
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IF YOU WASH
YOUR CAR IN THE DRIVEWAY,
YOU MIGHT AS WELLWASH IT

IN THE LAKE.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,

rivers and the ocean.
So what can you do?

CLEAN Caie ! WATER

/£ Up to You New YexsN

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT'S THE PROBLEM WITH
WASHING YOUR CAR?

Washing your car on a paved surface can allow the soapy wash
water and other pollutants, like oil and grease, to run off into a
storm drain. Most soap contains phosphates and other chemicals
that, in large amounts can contaminate your drinking water, as well
as kill fish, wildlife and plants. The soap, together with the dirt and
oil washed from your car, flows into nearby storm drains, which
flows directly into lakes, rivers and the ocean. The phosphates from
the soap can cause excess algae to grow, which can be harmful to
the water quality.

YOU CAN HELP!

® Take your car to a car washing facility, rather than washing
it yourself. Commercial car washes treat and recycle
the water.

@ [f you can't get to a car washing facility, wash your car on an
unpaved surface and use biodegradable soap.

® Organize a Car Wash Fundraiser for a local organization.
Visit www.cleanwaterNJ.org to learn how.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, places for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and oceans.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

(\EAN L WATER

s Up to You New Jers®N
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



IF YOU USETOO MUCH
FERTILIZER ON YOUR LAWN,

YOU MIGHT AS WELL

FERTILIZE THE STREAM.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

CLEAN Cofi ' WATER

/t’s Up to You New JexsN

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH
FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES?

Fertilizers help plants grow by adding nutrients to the soil.
Pesticides (including herbicides) are any toxic substances used to
kill insects, animals or plants. If fertilizers or pesticides are
improperly applied, they can wash off your lawn or garden into
storm drains and directly to our lakes, rivers,and the ocean. These
chemicals can contaminate your drinking water, as well as kill fish,
wildlife and plants. Too much fertilizer washing into a lake can
cause algae to bloom in lakes, which will affect swimming, fishing
and boating.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Test your soil at your County’s Rutgers Cooperative Research
and Extension office, or buy a self-test kit.

@ Use natural, slow-release nitrogen, or low phosphorus fertilizers.

@ Look into natural alternatives to fertilizers and pesticides, such
as integrated pest management (IPM).

@ If you need to use fertilizers or pesticides, follow the instructions
on the label on how to correctly apply.

® Do not apply fertilizers or pesticides before it rains. This will not
allow the fertilizers or pesticides to penetrate through the soil.

@ Use drought-resistant native plants in gardens; they require less
fertilizer and less water.

@® Use a mulching mower instead of bagging grass clippings.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, places for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

(\EAN L WATER

75 Up to You New JexseN
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



IF YOUR CAR LEAKS
OIL IN THE DRIVEWAY,
YOU MIGHT AS WELL

LET IT LEAKIN THE OCEAN.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

(LEAN Cofi ' WATER

/£s Up to You New JexsN

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’'S THE PROBLEM WITH
MOTOR OIL?

Oil does not dissolve in water. When motor oil runs into storm
drains either from changing your car’s oil or from leaky cars, it goes
directly to our lakes, rivers and the ocean. Oil and other petroleum
products are toxic and can contaminate your drinking water, as well
as kill fish, wildlife and plants. Did you know that one pint of oil can
make a slick larger than a football field? Used motor oil is the
largest single source of all oil pollution in lakes, streams and rivers.
Americans spill 180 million gallons of used oil each year into

our waters.

YOU CAN HELP!

® Keep your car well maintained.

@ Regularly check your car for leaks and schedule tune-ups.
If you find leaks or drips, have your car repaired.

@ Take your car to a service center to the change oil.

@ If you do change your own oil, do it in a garage, never on the
street. Use a self-contained oil pan and discard the oil ata
local service center for recycling.

@® NEVER discard oil, gas, or antifreeze into a storm drain.

@ [f you spill hazardous fluids, contain it immediately with rags
and cat litter. Clean up the spill and properly dispose of
the waste.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, a place for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly into streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common pollutants
out of stormwater.

(\EAN L WATER

/5 Up to You New Jexs®N
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



IFYOU DON'T
PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET,

IT MIGHT AS WELL

POOP IN THE RIVER.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

/t’s Up to You New YersN

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH
PET WASTE?

Rain can wash pet waste that sits on a lawn or unpaved surface into
storm drains, ultimately ending up in our lakes, rivers and the
ocean. Pet waste contains coliform bacteria and other pollutants
that can make people sick, and often cause beach closures on lakes
or the ocean. Coliform bacteria can contaminate shellfish, which
causes people to get very sick when they are eaten. Bacteria from
pet waste can also pollute your drinking water, as well as kill fish,
wildlife and plants. Pet waste is not only a health hazard but also a
nuisance in our neighborhoods.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Use newspaper, plastic bags, or a pooper-scooper to pick up
the waste when you walk your pet.

® Properly dispose of pet waste into the trash or toilet. (Do
NOT dispose of newspaper or plastic bags in the toilet.)

® Do not dispose of pet waste in storm drains.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, a place for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

(\EAN L WATER

5 Up to You New JexsN
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.
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