
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE – COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Date: October 24, 2019 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please note: This meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the agenda and, alternatively, any items specifically listed may be omitted. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 

 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry absent  Councilman Strange absent   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Zappa present 
 
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Michael Pappas, Clerk Adam Young, Department of 
Public Works Director Rick Roll, and five members of the public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the regular October 10, 2019 minutes: Hughes / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Motion to approve October 10, 2019 regular minutes: Hughes / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
PROCLAMATION 

A. Proclamation 011-2019: Recognizing Anne Underhill for her dedication to the citizens of our area - Read  
 and presented by Mayor Lee. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
A. Ordinance 2019-039: Golf cart path improvements, purchase of vehicle equipment lift, and purchase of  
    tractor mower 
  
 Motion to table public hearing for Ordinance 2019-039 to November 14, 2019: 

 Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
B. Ordinance 2019-040: Amend Ordinance 184-28 Schedule 7 Parking prohibited at all times 
    (Washington Ave.) 
 Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2019-040: Zappa / Columbus 

 Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 Councilman Zappa discussed the intent of the Ordinance. Dir. Roll specified where signs and markings 
 will be placed on Washington Ave. 
 Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2019-040: Moore / Columbus 
 Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 Motion to adopt Ordinance 2019-040: Moore / Columbus 

 Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
 Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 



DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Main Street Parking - Mayor Lee spoke about having a Town Hall meeting with twenty people about 
parking on Main Street, the intent to have a safe Main Street and also not lose spaces on Main Street, having 
Borough professionals measure Main Street, and spoke to a plan which may add parking spaces with clear 
markings. Councilman Zappa spoke about the request from the public for having a traffic expert from the 
Borough Engineer's office do a traffic study for eight thousand dollars which Council agreed is currently too 
costly, and spoke about having a Resolution to have the markings on the roads. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution – 298 – 2019 Authorizing the High Bridge Police Department to participate in the defense 

logistics agency, law enforcement support office, 1033 program 
Resolution – 299 – 2019 Support of referendum - property tax deduction for veterans 
Resolution – 300 – 2019 Amend Solicitor’s Permit - Howl-o-ween 
Resolution – 301 – 2019 Award of contract - construction permit program 

Motion to approve the consent agenda items (add as amended if necessary): Moore / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Councilman Zappa - Engineering, Department of Public Works 
Spoke about construction timeline for McDonald Street beginning next week which includes water main work, 
the bridge replacement on Main Road is nearly completed, and the Department of Public Works is completing 
leaves in different sections which is going well. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Environmental, Solid Waste / Recycling, Public Health & Open Space 
Spoke about November 9th rabies clinic, the Environmental Commission has a speaker about the spotted lantern 
fly. 
Councilwoman Moore - Special Events / Finance 
Spoke about the PaintOut competition beginning and culminating with an auction, the art media accepted in the 
competition, the Halloween Trunk-or-treat starting this weekend along with the rules of the event and that the 
event is rain or shine, the December 7th tree lighting at St. Joseph's Church, the events Committee Chair working 
with the HBBA decorating the Main St. planters with the middle-schoolers, and the Events Committee is looking 
for members. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services / Recreation: No report at this time 
Councilwoman Ferry - Historical / Education: No report at this time 
Councilman Columbus - Golf / Economic Development Committee 
Spoke about the golf ad-hoc Committee members meeting to discuss repairs, read the statistics of the golf course 
for September, October’s good results, the charity event on October 25th teeing off, the State Tourism Grant was 
not approved, SBA seminar has been postponed, the Economic Development Committee worked with Events 
Committee for coming events, and there are two open seats so new members are welcome. 
Administrator Michael Pappas - Administrative report 
Administrator Pappas spoke about seeking funding provisions for the Safe Routes-to-school to see if more funds 
are available, asked Attorney Goodman to review the final draft of the position descriptions, spoke about 
attending an affordable housing seminar about having residents seek assistance in the Borough through this 
program, and 100 West Main cosmetic adjustments needing no permits at this time, a sign on the front of the 
building which has contact information, and spoke about the request to utilize water at the property. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about getting a formal agreement from NJ Transit for the dog park, the hope to get a formalized document, 
the playground equipment has been fixed, mulch has been laid, JORBA will be starting to do work on the trails, 
attended the HC Economic Summit which included a "Film Hunterdon" initiative and starting a Hunterdon 
County Tourism Board with representation from the Borough, attended a meeting of the 78-22 Coalition where 
one-seat rides were discussed, the need for more safety grants to be applied for, getting interest further out than 
Westfield on the train line, and a successful Main Street traffic meeting was held. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 



LEGAL ISSUES 
Attorney Goodman stated that an executive session may be needed if no progress from the Town of Clinton is 
made pertaining to the Town of Clinton sewer agreement. 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $2,121,765.62 
Motion to approve bill list: Moore / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Tax and Finance monthly reports 
B. 2018 Town of Clinton Sewer Audit 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

 
Motion to adjourn: Zappa / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, absent ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
Next Council Meeting: November 14, 2019 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 
 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


