
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE – COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: January 23, 2020 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Councilman Columbus absent  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present   
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Strange present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Zappa present   
Also present were Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Attorney Barry Goodman, Municipal Clerk Adam Young and 
three members of the public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 9, 2020 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to approve the January 9, 2020 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
OATHS 

A. Swearing in of Economic Development Committee members - Mike Boettcher and Sue Belsemello were 
 sworn in by the Mayor. 
 
AWARDS 

A. 2019 Green Award - Presented by the Mayor to Robert and Susan Haake. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Mayor Lee spoke about the water main break on West Main Street, following the DEP regulations for the boil water 
advisory, that the break has nothing to do with the new building being built close by, that the boil warning is in effect 
currently, and to sign up with the Borough PSA list. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Ordinance 2020-001: Setting forth the salary and wage range of officers and employees 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-001: Moore / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-001: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-001: Moore / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
B. Ordinance 2020-002: Electronic payroll 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-002: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee spoke about moving Borough employees to direct deposit. 
 



Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-002: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-002: Moore / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
C. Ordinance 2020-003: Local enforcement of the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code and amending Ch. 180  
    of the Borough Ordinances 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-003: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Councilman Strange spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-003: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-003: Moore / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
D. Ordinance 2020-004: Rapid entry systems 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-004: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Councilman Strange and Zappa spoke that this assists 
commercial and industrial properties in the event of a fire emergency. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-004: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-004: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
E. Ordinance 2020-005: Salary and wage range - Zoning Officer 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-005: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee spoke about adjusting the salary and wage range for the Zoning Officer, the shared service with the 
Town of Clinton, and the timing of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2020-005: Zappa / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-005: Strange / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Community Energy Aggregation - Mayor Lee spoke about the community energy aggregation co-op 
allowing Municipalities to bid on lower rates for electricity costs for the entire Borough and the opt-out process 
being available on a website. Administrator Fleming read a list of those currently in the co-op. 
B. Vacation of alleys - Mayor Lee spoke about the vacation of the Borough's alleys, the question she 
received about having new deeds created for properties. Attorney Goodman spoke about the Statute being 
followed, how a title search would find the Ordinance in the County Clerk's office, and the option of sending a 
letter to residents now though no notice being required by Statute. Administrator Fleming spoke about looking 
into properties which may need to have a review of access. Councilman Strange spoke about the residents coming 
to public meetings in the past. 
 



INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: NONE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 058 - 2020 Acceptance of resignation - Michael Pappas 
Resolution - 059 - 2020 Annual meeting dates amended 
Resolution - 060 - 2020 Approval of Fireman - Jacob J. Cregar 
Resolution - 061 - 2020 Approval to continue the proposed trail plan north of Commons Park 
Resolution - 062 - 2020 Authorization to apply for 2020 Sustainable NJ PSE&G grant 
Resolution - 063 - 2020 Authorizing utility access agreement 
Resolution - 064 - 2020 Borough events 2020 - updated 
Resolution - 065 - 2020 Lien redemption 
Resolution - 066 - 2020 Shared service agreement - Zoning Officer 
Resolution - 067 - 2020 Support for the celebration of the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage 
Resolution - 068 - 2020 Updated boards and committees 
Resolution - 069 - 2020 Updated sponsorship packages 
Resolution - 070 - 2020 Utility rates 
Resolution - 071 - 2020 Award of contract - golf pump station manifold 
Resolution - 072 - 2020 Authorize issuance of a request for proposal for Solitude House caretaker 

Mayor Lee and Administrator Fleming spoke about the Resolutions on the Consent Agenda. 
Motion to approve the consent agenda items: Hughes / Zappa 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES 

 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $2,265,138.51 
Motion to approve bill list: Moore / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Vacant property payment waiver request  
B. Letter of resignation - Michael Pappas 
C. Tax and Finance Reports 
D. Department of Environmental Protection recycling grant received 
Clerk Young read the list of communications. Councilman Strange asked about the timeframe and if Council 
needs to act. Clerk Young responded that there is time before the next fee may be due. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE FOR THE TOWN OF CLINTON SEWER 
AGREEMENT 

 
Resolution 073-2020 - Motion to move into executive session: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Action may now be taken. 
Motion to move into open session: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, yes ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
 
 



Motion to amend the agenda to add Resolution 074-2020, authorization to enter into a service agreement for 
sewerage processing with the Town of Clinton contingent upon the review of the Borough Attorney: 
Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, no ; Zappa, no ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 2 no, 1 absent 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 074-2020: Hughes / Zappa 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Strange, no ; Zappa, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 1 no, 1 absent 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

 
Mayor Lee adjourns the meeting. 
 
Next Council Meeting: February 13, 2020 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


