
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: January 28, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Zoom virtual meeting 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

Mayor Lee asked for a moment of silence for Barbara Taylor. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present  
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, and Clerk Adam Young along with 
sixteen public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 01/14/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 14, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the January 14, 2021 regular minutes: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
AWARDS 

D. Carl Nosenzo – Carl and Co. - Mayor Lee presented a longevity award to Carl Nosenzo for his time working in 
High Bridge; over 58 years in business! Council discussed their time with Carl and thanked him for his dedication. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Carol Bianchi for Stan Prater stated that Stan is doing well and says hello. Council wished Stan the best. 
Sally Ward thanked Steve Strange for recognizing her consistency in attending the meeting, spoke about 
her time speaking with Carl which she says is great, and thanked the Borough staff and Governing Body 
for their hard work. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
A. Ordinance 2021-001:  Salary and Wage Ranges 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-001: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-001: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-001: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2021-002:  Chapter 184 - Parking 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-002: Strange / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



Mayor and Council spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to keep spaces on Main Street and not have 
people go to court. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-002: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-002: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
 
 
C. Ordinance 2021-004:  Amend Golf Fees and Rates 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-004: Columbus / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Columbus spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to set the ranges for fees and adjust fees 
at the golf course. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-004: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-004: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
D. Ordinance 2021-005:  LOSAP Amendments 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-005: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance as it pertains to the LOSAP program and 
the formation of the South Branch Emergency Services 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-005: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-005: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

 
A. Ordinance 2021-006: Adopt the Revised Zoning Map 
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-006: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-006 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the 
Hunterdon County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 25, 2021. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 



RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution – 072 – 2021 Amendment to Personnel Policy 
Resolution – 073 – 2021 Appointment of Annual Assessment Officer 
Resolution – 074 – 2021 Approval of Raffle License – North Hunterdon Youth Baseball 
Resolution – 075 – 2021 Approval of Social Media sites and Appointments 
Resolution – 076 – 2021 Award of Contract – Facility Maintenance 
Resolution – 077 – 2021 Award of Contract – Occupational Health 
Resolution – 078 – 2021 Change order for StreetScape 
Resolution – 079 – 2021 Commons Natural Recycling Dates 
Resolution – 080 – 2021 Electric Usage Requests and Fees 
Resolution – 081 – 2021 Extension of Contract Award – Washington Ave. Phase 3 
Resolution – 082 – 2021 NJ Historic Trust Grant Agreement – Solitude House 
Resolution – 083 – 2021 Utility rates, fees, and fines 
Resolution – 084 – 2021 Appointment of Code Enforcement Officers 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf 
Councilman Columbus spoke about the statistics for the golf course, the price per round, multiple events planned 
for the course this year, Golf Committee Officers, demo day to try out equipment, new tee times, projects such as 
asphalt repairs, a bubbler for the pond, a new type of tee and score cards, repairs on facilities, and irrigation 
repairs. Also spoke about working with the Administrator in regard to data capping by Comcast and asked people 
to call if they have issues to Comcast. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
Spoke about creating a Facebook page for Borough events, utilizing a new event planning tool, incorporating 
social distancing into more events as well as slightly different events to meet guidelines, reviewing all existing 
social media pages, and link forwarding to social media. Spoke about goals of preserving the Springside area 
including over fifty plantings, launching an educational video, and distribution of literature. Spoke about the 
Historical Committee completing a catalogue of a collection donated dating back to the mid-1800s, developing a 
new Facebook page and Instagram, looking at repairs for the front stone walls at the Solitude House as well as 
other projects of the roof and porch, the discovery of a set of stairs by the Annex, locating historical memorabilia, 
finding a climate controlled area for items, creating a community outreach initiative, various repairs at the 
Solitude House, establishing an archive at the Emergency Squad building, and presenting a proposal for a 
Solitude Annex visitor’s center. 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance 
Spoke about the Finance report, tax collections just over 98%, annual debt statement has been filed with the State, 
receiving the net proceeds from the CARES grant, additional funding was received from the County, and work 
beginning on the 2021 budget. The goals are to adopt the budget in March and to continue with grant 
opportunities. 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Thanked Administrator Fleming and Director Rick Roll for the discussion of capital projects pertaining to the 
water system including the West Main water main project, finalizing of the StreetScape work, a prioritized listing 
of water main and road projects, residential complaints of the roadways, a leak in well two which needs repair, 
Suez Water doing an evaluation of the water tanks with reports to come, discussion of the sewer utility for 
upgrades to the 513 pump station, a stormwater management plan being developed which needs Highlands 
review. Goals include a hopeful move of the Commons Convenience Center up to a new Dewey Ave. 
Convenience Center, potential to upgrade the basketball court at Union Forge Park, and pursuit of NJ Transit to 
repair the Cregar Road bridge. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services 
Spoke about EMS focusing on the last part of the LOSAP agreement items, the Fire Department has a new Chief, 
Sean Smith, continued training of the new Police Officers; Economic Development Committee had their meeting 
to discuss the election of Officers, and ideas to support and highlight various businesses in town. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space /  
Recreation 



Spoke about the Environmental Commission receiving a Sustainable New Jersey Grant of $500.00 for the wild 
Springside project to encourage pollinators, the new contract starting with LMR, Wednesday garbage pickup and 
Thursday alternating recycling pickup. Goals for Environmental are to have usual events, looking for Sustainable 
New Jersey grants, recertify for Bronze status, working on a native plants project, recertification of Tree City and 
Wildlife Habitat, working on open space management of Lake Solitude Falls and trails, beautification projects to 
the Commons, LED light conversion project, and Safe Routes to School walking path continuation. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about closing out the year, the filing of the debt statement, creating the budget, reviewing and revising 
some Ordinances, records management moving into the Emergency Squad building, assisting with the Committee 
Goals in 2021. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Participating with other leaders to work on Covid-19 issues, vaccination work ahead, posting resources on her 
Facebook page, touching base with special needs residents with Covid information, working on an Open Space 
plan this year, some rates decreasing in High Bridge, a notice of the energy co-op and being under the JCP&L 
rate, and starting the new solid waste contract. Goals include utilization of grant monies for road projects, moving 
the Commons Recycling Center, potential parking at the Commons, creation of Facebook pages for Committees 
and an official Borough Facebook page operating, getting NJ Transit to have more trains into High Bridge, 
speaking to 100 West Main owners. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Eric Elsasser stated that he did not receive a packet. Council discussed the support number to call for this. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Hunterdon County Planning Board letter 
B. 100 West Main Vapor Intrusion Results letter 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $1,830,598.56 
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Moore / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: February 11, 2021 - 7:30 pm – Zoom virtual meeting 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


