
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: February 25, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Zoom virtual meeting 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, and Clerk Adam Young along with fourteen 
members of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE 

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 02/11/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the February 11, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to approve the February 11, 2021 regular minutes: 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, abstain ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstention 
 
GUESTS 

A. Presentation by the Springside Committee: Members of the Springside Committee presented on 
restoration of the Springside area, structures, and natural habitats. 
Technical difficulties with the meeting recording were observed at 8:03 p.m.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

A. Ordinance 2021-006:  Adopt the Revised Zoning Map 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-006: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-006: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-006: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2021-007:  Amend Chapter 184-8 - Trucks over certain weights excluded 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-007: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Strange spoke about the concern of lowering fines on Main St. which may not deter people further 
than the current fining structures. Administrator Fleming and Mayor Lee spoke about amending the fine structure 
to eliminate second and third offenses to simplify court time. Chief Bartman spoke about the prior fine structure 
taking more court time and that most offenses are first offenses. Discussion ensued about the fine amendment 
amount. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-007: Strange / Ferry 



Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-007: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
C. Ordinance 2021-008:  Amend Stormwater Management Plan 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-008: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-008: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-008: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

A. Bike event - Mayor Lee spoke about an outside group doing a mountain bike ride from Bedminster to 
Califon through or over Borough trails, talking with the DEP about mountain biking being passive or not, the 
DEP suggesting that mountain biking is not a passive activity, four parcels in the Nassau area being considered 
green acres, and stated that there is little benefit to the Borough directly with people passing through as proposed.  
Councilman Strange stated he has read the proposal about the use of the trails, that the proposed number is not 
much more than three consecutive weekends of use those trails normally receive, he supports the use of trails for 
this purpose, believes there is a strong benefit to the Borough when people enjoy the space, and that the reputation 
of High Bridge may suffer if the group is told they cannot utilize the trail areas.  
Attorney Goodman stated that, while not a legal issue, it is important to keep DEP aware of how the Borough will 
be moving forward with the use of the trails. 
Administrator Fleming stated that DEP was concerned that the area is not ready for this number of riders. 
Council discussed the impact on the trails of rain before the ride, riders moving in waves through the area, 
discussing use with the event planners, prior bike rides being done in the Borough, the riders riding on public 
trails regardless of agreement with the Borough, what areas to avoid as it pertains to resident concerns, possible 
Executive Order restrictions, alternate routes, and looking at a map for further reference. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 

A. Ordinance 2021-009: Mandatory Marketing Requirements for Affordable Housing 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-009: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-009 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 25, 2021. 
 
B. Ordinance 2021-010: CAP bank 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-010: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-010 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 25, 2021. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET 

A. Resolution 092-2021 - Budget introduction - Public hearing on March 25, 2021 
Motion to approve Resolution 092-2021: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 



RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 093 - 2021 Appropriation Reserve Transfer 
Resolution - 094 - 2021 Emergency Appropriation – River Road 
Resolution - 095 - 2021 Award of Contract – Control Panel 
Resolution - 096 - 2021 Award of Contract – River Road Water Main 
Resolution - 097 - 2021 CCO Refund 
Resolution - 098 - 2021 Certification of Compliance 
Resolution - 099 - 2021 Dog Refund 
Resolution - 100 - 2021 Escrow Refund 
Resolution - 101 - 2021 Hunterdon County Open Space Grant Application 
Resolution - 102 - 2021 Salary and Wages 
Resolution - 103 - 2021 Social Media Appointment and Page Amendment 

Motion to approve all resolutions on the consent agenda, excluding Resolution 098-2021: Strange / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Resolution 098-2021: Administrator Fleming gave an overview of the Resolution. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 098-2021: Moore / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, abstain ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstain 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf 
Spoke about most funds coming from memberships, the Golf Committee meeting to discuss golf items such as 
golf carts, cart shed, and approval of the control panel. Mayor Lee asked when memberships come in. 
Councilman Columbus stated the beginning of the year. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
Spoke about the Historic Committee Facebook page updates, working on interactive projects for the community, 
brochures and a calendar, refurbishing and redesign of the Solitude House, asked for donations for the Solitude 
House, painting volunteers are needed, spoke about the use of the space for events, the Solitude House tea blend 
being available and Solitude Falls pens being available at Scouts, coordinating with prospective volunteers, the 
Easter Bunny procession event coming up, Easter Basket contest on the website, and social media pages being 
worked on. 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance 
Spoke about the 2020 property tax reimbursement program being mailed with a Nov 1st deadline, updates about 
the homestead benefit program, utilities, and the 2020 budget being introduced this evening. 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Thanked DPW for doing a great job during the recent snow events, spending nearly 520 hours for these events, 
spreading 56 tons of salt, 56 hours and 3 tons of salt helping to clear Main Street, 18 hours clearing school 
parking lots, vehicle maintenance needed for plowing, and DPW has ordered more salt. Water meters are being 
scheduled for changing. Spoke about the ongoing West Main watermain project meeting with Borough engineers, 
an unexpected leak, and a hopeful conclusion of this project on Tuesday, the contractors moving on to another 
watermain project with notices going out, discussion of paving projects, Phase 1 of East Main Street paving 
possibly starting in the fall, voting on the stormwater management plan this evening, waste pump house 
renovations with designs this summer with construction in the fall, and valves being replaced and work on well 
eight. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services 
Spoke about Police report statistics and PD training being completed. Spoke about the early February EDC 
meeting being canceled and not yet rescheduled. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space /  
Recreation 
Spoke about the Environmental Commission and Green Team brochures being updated and looking for locations 
for a tree nursery for the Boroughs tree replacement program. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about working on the budget creation, filing annual financial statement soon, meeting with the Engineers 
and Planner for funding for signage, stream erosion, and Phase 1 of the sewer plant. A list of projects will be 



submitted for grant opportunities including LED streetlights and A/C unit on Fire House, grant opportunities for 
Solitude House and Springside being explored. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about vaccination distribution being mainly done through ShopRite, Hunterdon Medical Center, and the 
County facility, the frustration with the call centers, the frustration with the supply shortages, sorting out who gets 
vaccines, Hunterdon Medical Center making an active effort to assist seniors with getting the vaccine, spoke 
about pushing to have senior students go back to school, the introduction of the budget with a 0% tax increase for 
the Borough’s part of the budget, the newsletter coming out next week, the Master Plan Reexam Committee 
completing their review, and the Golf Redevelopment Plan funding approval from the Highlands. Councilman 
Strange shared his sentiment of having kids go back to school. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Monthly Zoning Report – January 2021 
B. JCP&L Public Hearing Notice 
C. Tax and Finance Monthly Reports 
D. Resident letter – IDT Energy 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $555,666.90 
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Moore 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: March 11, 2021 - 7:30 pm – Zoom virtual meeting 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


