
January 2021  

Council President, Council Members, 
Borough employees, volunteers, friends, 
and fellow residents of High Bridge:  It 
goes without saying that 2020 has been 
a difficult year for all of us.  I am proud to 
have concluded my second year as Mayor 
of this wonderful Borough and am hap-
py to report that the state of our Borough 
remains strong and our prospects are 
bright, despite the uncertainty brought 
on by the pandemic last year.

We realized early on that COVID would 
have a significant impact on our Borough 
both in terms of service and potential 
loss of revenue and looked for ways to 
prepare.  We held off on large purchas-
es and took appropriate measures to cut 
spending without a drastic impact to the 
level of service we provide.  We stepped 
up communication and relayed im-
portant information gathered from the 
Board of Health, County Office of Emer-
gency Management, and State Officials 
to keep people advised of the situation.  
We adapted administrative operations 
and shifted remote.  Together we led our 
community through a global pandemic, 
prioritizing the health and safety of our 
residents.

Fortunately, this restraint resulted in 
our Borough being well positioned to 
take on our 2021 responsibilities.  We 
passed our budget ahead of schedule and 
even managed to lower the 2020 sewer 
and tax rates.  

While the pandemic consumed much 
of our focus last year, it did not deter us 
from completing important projects in 
our municipality such as:

We entered into a new joint sewer ser-
vice agreement with the Town of Clin-
ton, ending our years’ long dispute and 
providing for more transparency with 
respect to the utility.

We completed long awaited road proj-
ects in Streetscape and McDonald Street, 
paved Mine Road and Dewey and Moun-
tain Avenues, and continued our water 
meter replacement project throughout 
the Borough to ensure efficiency and ac-
curacy in readings.  

We signed a new collective bargaining 
agreement between the Borough and the 
High Bridge Police Department, and on 
January 4th I had the pleasure of swear-
ing in two new police officers to join the 
agency.  DPW also hired a new employ-
ee who will greatly assist their small 
department with a giant workload this 
year.  Both departments carried a heavy 
load for our Borough last year and all 
three new hires are extremely excited to 
work and serve our community in 2021.  
We welcome them and wish them the 
best of luck!  

We entered the Hunterdon Area Ener-
gy Cooperative which will allow High 
Bridge to bid on lower rates for electric-
ity costs for the entire Borough this year.  

We signed a new contract with LMR for 
our garbage and recycling pickup and 
are able to offer the same service despite 
increased tipping fees and recycling 
costs.  The service does come at a higher 
rate of $100 per quarter this year but will 
include bulk pickup and orange stickers 
are no longer necessary.

We were able to open the Commons Flow/

Multi-use Trails and High Bridge dog 
park which are already being enjoyed by 
both residents, visitors, and dogs alike.  
Be sure to follow their Facebook pages 
for trail and park information, as well 
as meet-up opportunities for your pups.  
Find them @hbnjflowtrail and @high-
bridgedogpark.

We formally organized a golf committee 
which has already been highly instru-
mental in bringing cost saving ideas and 
improvements to our municipal course.  
This year High Bridge will review a new 
management contract, and in news to 
look forward to, the golf course will be 
officially paid off in 2022.  Stay tuned.

Our Historical Committee was thrilled 
to announce the Borough received a 
$25,000 grant to assist Solitude House’s 
application to the National Registry of 
Historic Places in New Jersey.  There is 
still a process, but this will open the 
doors to future grant opportunities that 
will pay for some much-needed repair 
work at Solitude House.

Who can forget that both Voorhees and 
our own High Bridge Middle School held 
their first graduation car parades?  Our 
Seniors and 8th grade grads, led by Chief 
Bartman and the Police, Fire and Emer-
gency Squads, weaved their way through 
the Borough and brought us out to our 
driveways cheering on their success and 
wishing them the best for their future.  
It goes without saying that these days 
were the highlights of June.  The cheers, 
signs, pom poms, clapping, horns… and 
smiles.  Thank you to the members of the 
Voorhees and High Bridge School Boards 
for organizing these amazing parades!  
There were so many smiles and happy 
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STAY IN THE KNOW:  To receive emergency information, updates on road closures, and other changes, 

subscribe to High Bridge’s Public Service Announcement email by visiting highbridge.org/news-events/public-

service-announcement-list/. This will add you to the distribution list. For any questions, please contact our 

Administrator at administrator@highbridge.org.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER: In addition to a hard copy, this newsletter is also available online at 

highbridge.org/news-events/newsletters/. We continue to welcome your ideas and suggestions for content!  

The Bridge is published by the Borough of High Bridge and is distributed to residents.  

If you have questions or would like to contribute to the newsletter, please email administrator@highbridge.org.

High Bridge Boy Scouts 

Board of Health

Environmental Commission

High Bridge Police Department

High Bridge Fire Department

South Branch Emergency

Meals on Wheels

Recycling/Garbage Schedule
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Mayor Michele Lee  638 – 6455 Ext. 221  mlee@highbridge.org

Council President Lynn Hughes 638 – 8887  lhughes@highbridge.org  

Council Alan Schwartz 638 – 6455  Ext. 221  aschwartz@highbridge.org

Council Steve Strange 638 – 6455  Ext. 221  sstrange@highbridge.org

Council Natalie Ferry  638 – 6455  Ext. 221  nferry@highbridge.org

Council  George Columbus 638 – 6455  Ext. 221  gcolumbus@highbridge.org

Council  Leigh Ann Moore 638 – 6455  Ext. 221  lmoore@highbridge.org

Administrator 
Chief Financial Officer 
Tax Collector Bonnie Fleming 638 – 6455 Ext. 223  bfleming@highbridge.org

Clerk Adam Young 638 - 6455 Ext. 221  clerk@highbridge.org

Tax Assessor Ann Marie Obiedzinski 638 – 6455 Ext. 225  assessor@highbridge.org

CCO Officer Frederick Roll 638 – 6455 Ext. 228  rroll@highbridge.org

Library Terry Steets 638 – 8231  library71@comcast.net

Construction  
Code Official Ralph Price 908-507-0194   construction@highbridge.org

Zoning Officer Allison Witt 638 – 6455 Ext. 227  zoning@highbridge.org

Public Works
Dept. Frederick Roll 638 – 6588  rroll@highbridge.org

Water Supervisor Alan Brower 638 – 6588  hbwater@highbridge.org

Planning Board  
Secretary/BOA Barb Kinsky 638 – 6455 Ext. 222  pbsecretary@highbridge.org

Utility Collector Jenn Harrington 638 – 6455 Ext. 224  jharrington@highbridge.org

Emergency,  
Fire or Police EMERGENCIES 911

Police Chief Brett Bartman 638 – 6500 (non-emergencies)

Fire Chief Sean Smith 638 – 6383 (non-emergencies)  sean.r.smith14@gmail.com

Emergency Squad Chief John T. Silliman 638 – 4441 (non-emergencies) john.t.silliman@hbes.org

Borough Hall
97 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829

908-638-6455 | www.highbridge.org
Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 4:00 pm

BOROUGH CONTACT LIST



WINTER/SPRING 20214

MAYOR’S MESSAGE CONT.

faces it is an experience I will not soon 
forget.

The dedicated volunteers of the Envi-
ronmental Commission met, masked up, 
kept a social distance, and allowed resi-
dents to rid their homes of old electron-
ics and personal documents at our an-
nual electronics recycling and document 
shredding events.  They replaced five 
dead and dying trees around the Bor-
ough and added double recycling/trash 
containers on Main St.

Unfortunately, the Borough also had the 
unpleasant task of cancelling several 
of our most popular events due to con-
cerns over social distancing guidelines.  
I commend the resilience of the Events 
Committee who were able to adapt and 
lift the spirits of the community with 
the addition of the first annual Hallow-
een and Holiday Lights House Deco-
rating Contests.  Both were fun, highly 
successful and will be something to look 
forward to again in 2021.

The wonderful volunteers of our High 
Bridge Fire Department made sure San-
ta found his way through High Bridge 
to the delight of everyone, and we are 
already working on plans for this year.  
Though we did have to say goodbye to 
Chief Jeff Smith as he officially retired 
at the end of the year, we are thrilled to 
welcome incoming Chief Sean Smith 
who comes from a long line of dedicated 
firemen and I am confident will repre-
sent the department well for High Bridge.  
Good luck to both Chiefs!

Another sincere word of thanks goes 
out to the volunteers of the High Bridge 
Emergency Squad.  In addition to be-
ing on the front lines during an unprec-
edented health emergency, the squad 
worked diligently on their successful 
merger with Clinton First Aid & Rescue 
and are now operating as South Branch 
Emergency Services.  The High Bridge 
squad has served our Borough since 1953 
and I tip my hat to all the volunteers, 
including those that serve the Town of 

Clinton, and who have dedicated their 
time all these years protecting our Bor-
ough.

As we kick off the new year with a hope 
for widespread vaccinations and a return 
to (hopefully) life as we used to know 
it, we have a few important projects to 
look forward to and I have some goals to 
share:

This year we will utilize over $400,000 
in DOT grants to complete the Wash-
ington Avenue and River Road projects 
and will soon break ground on the water 
main project on West Main Street.  Once 
the water main is replaced the County 
will pave West Main and up Main Street 
to Fairview and all the way up to Cregar 
Rd.  Get those Soap Box Derby cars ready 
for 2022!

I am hopeful we’ll soon begin planning 
the Safe Routes to School project, which 
will provide for a walkway/bike path 
along West Main leading into Hart and 
Bridge Streets.  An update on this project 
will come at a later date.

Continue working with our residents 
who live along the many alleyways 
throughout the Borough and our attor-
neys to resolve the issue of ownership.

Work with DEP and our engineers to ex-
plore the relocation of the Natural Recy-
cling Center, currently in the Commons, 
to a clearing off Dewey Avenue.  

Creating additional parking in the Com-
mons, complete with lineage and a park-
ing kiosk to provide revenue to our Parks 
& Rec Department and help pay for fu-
ture park improvements.  No charge for 
residents!

Expand upon the Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee developed last year, includ-
ing broadening our Mission Statement 
and outreach.

Utilize our Environmental Commission 

and Open Space Committee to establish 
a Property Management Plan to oversee 
Lake Solitude and the falls, and the Nas-
sau and Commons Multi-use Trails.

Establish an official Borough of High 
Bridge Facebook page to assist with the 
communication of events, important 
information regarding Borough mat-
ters such as road closings or water main 
breaks, and economic development.

Continue working with the Raritan Val-
ley Mayor’s Alliance and NJ Transit to 
bring attention to High Bridge and our 
ongoing request for weekend and direct 
service to New York.

Continue pressuring the owners of 100 
W. Main to sell or improve their property, 
the very gateway to High Bridge.

Convert eligible lights around the Bor-
ough to LED at no cost through a pro-
gram with JCP&L.

Expand and beautify entryway to dog 
park and multi-use trails with the En-
vironmental Commission and Green and 
Creative Teams.

In closing, 2021 will be busy, and clear-
ly another challenging year is before 
us.  We have a great team of employees 
at Borough Hall, the Police Department 
and Public Works who are dedicated to 
serving our community and eager to get 
started working on their own goals and 
projects.  High Bridge is well positioned 
and prepared and up for the challenge.

On behalf of the Council President, 
Council, and I, we wish everyone a 
healthy and peaceful new year.  

Sincerely,
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TAXES, UTILITIES & FINANCE

(908) 391-3608    High Bridge, NJ
 //\\ 

HHaawwkk      RRoocckk      YYaarrdd      WWoorrkkss

<>  Planting  <>  Trimming  <>  Edging  <>  Mulching
<>  Removals  <>  Minor Grading / Surface Drainage

<>  Lawn Repair   <>   Storm / Seasonal Cleanup   <>

License #13VH08559800

REMINDER:  
TAX AND UTILITIES DUE

2nd Quarter Taxes:  May 1   
2nd Quarter Utilities: May 28 

3rd Quarter Taxes:  August 2  

3rd Quarter Utilities:  August 30

4th Quarter Taxes:  November 1 

4th Quarter Utilities: November 29

Payments may be deposited in the Blue Lock Box 
in front of Borough Hall.

POST DATED CHECKS ARE UNACCEPTABLE

If you are making payments on-line through your bank, 
send at least 10 days prior to payment due date.

Please update your records to reflect our new mailing 
address:

97 West Main St, High Bridge NJ 08829

The Post Office will no longer forward mail addressed to 
our old location.

Payments are also accepted, for current accounts, with 
quarterly stub, at:

INVESTORS BANK
55 Old Highway 22, Clinton, NJ 08809

Pay your taxes and utilities from the convenience of 
your home.  
Visit: www.highbridge.org

Credit Cards and Electronic Checks are accepted.  

Homestead Benefit Program

Credits have not yet been released by the State. 

Homestead Benefit Hotline: 1-888-238-1233

www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/homestead/
eligibility.shtml

Property Tax Reimbursement Program

Applications for the 2019 property tax reimbursement 
(Senior Freeze) were mailed in February to senior citizens 
and disabled residents who may be eligible for the program. 
The deadline for filing the application has been extended to 
February 1, 2021.

Applications are also available on the Borough website 
www. highbridge.org if you did not receive one in the mail. 

The Property Tax Reimbursement (Senior Freeze) Program, 
now in its twenty-second year, reimburses qualified 
applicants for the property tax increases they incur each 
year. The amount of the reimbursement is the difference 
between the property taxes due and paid in the applicant’s 

“base year” and the property taxes for the current year. 
Applicants must continue to meet all the income eligibility 
and residency requirements and must file an application 
each year to receive the reimbursement.  

Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline: 1-800-882-6597 
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
JAN 31 FEB 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 2021

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Borough Hall 
Closed

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Economic 
Development 
Committee
Meeting 
7:30pm

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Springside 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm

Monday, February 1 
7pm - Springside Committee Meeting

Tuesday, February 2
7:30pm - Economic Development Committee Meeting

Wednesday, February 3
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Monday, February 8
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 9
7:30pm - Environmental Commission Meeting

Thursday, February 11
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Monday, February 15
Borough Hall Closed

Tuesday, February 16
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Monday, February 22
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Thursday, February 25
7:30pm - Council Meeting
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
FEB 28 MAR 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Easter Egg Hunt

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Economic 
Development 
Committee
Meeting 
7:30pm

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Springside 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Fling Into Spring 
Event

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Monday, March 1
7pm - Springside Committee Meeting

Tuesday, March 2
7:30pm - Economic Development Committee Meeting

Wednesday, March 3
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Tuesday, March 9
7:30pm - Environmental Commission Meeting

Thursday, March 11
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Monday, March 15
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting 

Tuesday, March 16
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Saturday, March 20
Fling Into Spring Event
9am - 1pm Commons Recycling Open

Thursday, March 25
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Saturday, March 27
Easter Egg Hunt
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
MARCH 2021

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm
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HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
MAR 28 MAR 29 MAR 30 MAR 31 APR 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

APRIL 2021

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Economic 
Development 
Committee
Meeting 
7:30pm

Borough Hall 
Closed

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Springside 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Friday, April 2
Borough Hall Closed

Monday, April 5
7pm - Springside Committee Meeting

Tuesday, April 6
7:30pm - Economic Development Committee Meeting

Wednesday, April 7
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Thursday, April 8
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Saturday, April 10
9am - 1pm Commons Recycling Open

Tuesday, April 13
7:30pm - Environmental Commission Meeting

Monday, April 19
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 20
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Saturday, April 24
Borough Litter Clean-up Day
8:30am - 12pm Electronics Recycling Event

Monday, April 26
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Borough Litter 
Clean-up Day 

Electronics 
Recycling Event 
8:30am-12:00pm

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm
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HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
APR 25 APR 26 APR 27 APR 28 APR 29 APR 30 MAY 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

MAY 2021

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Borough Hall Closed

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Town-wide 
Garage Sale

Economic 
Development 
Committee
Meeting 
7:30pm

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Springside 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Monday, May 3
7pm - Springside Committee Meeting

Tuesday, May 4
7:30pm - Economic Development 
Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 5
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Saturday, May 8
9am - 1pm Commons Recycling Open

Tuesday, May 11
7:30pm - Environmental Commission 
Meeting

Thursday, May 13
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Monday, May 17
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 18
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Saturday, May 22
9am - 1pm Commons Recycling Open

Sunday, May 23
Town-wide Garage Sale

Thursday, May 27
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Monday, May 31
Borough Hall Closed
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm
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On November 3, 2020, an amendment to the State Constitution was approved by ballot vote: Question 

#2. This amendment provides that N.J. resident honorably discharged veterans, or their surviving 

spouses no longer need to serve during a specific war period or other emergency to receive the annual 

$250 property tax deduction. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS All requirements for deduction must be met as of October 1 of the pre-

tax year, i.e., the year prior to the calendar tax year for which the deduction is claimed. 

A. Veteran Claimant as of October 1 pretax year must: 

1. have had active duty service in United States Armed Forces and been honorably discharged; 2. own 

the property, wholly or in part, or hold legal title to the property for which deduction is claimed; 3. be 

a legal or domiciliary resident of New Jersey. 

B. Surviving Spouse/Civil Union or Domestic Partner Claimant as of October 1 pretax year must: 1. 

document that the deceased veteran or serviceperson was a resident of New Jersey at death who had 

active duty service in the United States Armed Forces and who was honorably discharged or who died 

on active duty; 2. not have remarried/formed a new registered civil union or domestic partnership; 3. 

be a legal or domiciliary resident of New Jersey; 4. own the property, wholly or in part, or hold legal 

title to the property for which deduction is claimed.

Completed application and supporting documentation must be filed with the local municipal Tax As-

sessor (assessor@highbridge.org).  

Thank you for your service. 

Gratefully, Ann Marie

Tax Assessor Anna-Maria Obiedzinski MA, CTA

VETERAN’S TAX DEDUCTION

PROPERTY TAX DEDUCTION CLAIM BY VETERAN OR SURVIVING SPOUSE/CIVIL 

UNION OR DOMESTIC PARTNER OF VETERAN OR SERVICEPERSON

(N.J.S.A. 54:4-8.10 et seq.as amended by P.L. 2019 c.413; N.J.A.C. 18:27-1.1 et seq.)

Application available on www.highbridge.org.
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              FULL TIME  PROFESSIONAL REALTOR WITH 

WEICHERT REALTORS CLINTON OFFICE 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF !!!! 
MORTGAGES, TITLE, INSURANCE CLOSING SERVICES 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

HIGH BRIDGE RESIDENT FOR OVER 45 YRS. 

                PLEASE CALL ME - JOYCE LINDABERY——SALES ASSOCIATE 

 office 908-735-8140   CELL 90 391-0202 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Rick Roll, CPWM,  Director of Public Works

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES

Happy New Year to all, once again we 

enter a new year. With every new year 

it brings some type of change with 

it.  As I appreciate all the assistance 

my guys receive from the residents of 

High Bridge and all that pass through 

our awesome Borough daily, I still 

need to express my concern for safety 

for not only my employees but for the 

residents also. As a friendly remind-

er, when you see a barricade or road 

sign it means that the road is CLOSED 

or that my guys are out working ei-

ther in the street or close to it. Please 

watch out for any Utility worker, Po-

lice Officer, Firefighter or EMS Agency 

as well as my family of Department of 

Public Works employees. 

As we are into the winter months, the 

DPW will be out salting and plowing 

the streets, please stay a distance be-

hind any truck that is salting or plow-

ing snow. At times we will have to 

STOP abruptly for many reasons, and 

it makes it difficult for us when cars 

are tailgating the trucks. Flashing 

yellow strobe lights mean CAUTION 

not only for us but for the residents 

and travelers of our streets. 

The Brown paper bags for leaves and 

small brush are still available at the 

DPW yard located at 26 West Main 

Street. DPW will still be collect-

ing them on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings. Please have the bags out 

to the curb no later than 7am. If they 

are not collected that day, they will be 

collected the next pickup day. Resi-

dents are allowed 10 FREE bags. 

New this year, the Department of 

Public Works has its own page on the 

Borough Website so you can check 

that soon for updated services pro-

vided by the DPW and the latest news 

and scheduling of DPW events.

Thank you,

Rick Roll, CPWM 

Director of Public Works

The Commons will be open between 9am-1pm on the above-mentioned Saturdays only. High Bridge residents only.  NO 

Commercial trucks will be allowed. Trailers are permitted but must be UNDER 6 feet in length. Brush must be under 6 

feet in length and trimmed to fit on the trailer. Note the following items will NOT be accepted; tree stumps, pieces of 

lumber/wood, plastic bags, any item other than brush or leaves. We ask if anyone observes illegal dumping at the Com-

mons to report the day, time, type of material, vehicle make and license plate to the High Bridge Police Department: 

908-638-6500.When the gate is CLOSED, that means the Commons Convenience Facility is CLOSED.

It is against the law to dump any other items or you will be subject to a fine up to $1000 / 90 Days Jail or Community Ser-

vice. Borough Ordinance No. 2006-3;2011-21;2011-23. 

March 20
April 10 & 24
May 8 & 22

June 12 & 26
July 10 & 24

August 14 & 28

September 11 & 25
October 2 & 16

November 6 & 13

Dates the Commons Convenience Facility are OPEN:
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Water Meter Replacement:
Our Water Department will be out again replacing the old touch read meters over to the new radio read meters. If you 

have any issues with your old meter, we will be replacing it with a new radio read meter. Please watch out for mailings 

from the Borough regarding scheduling a meter replacement. If you have any questions, please call or email me at 908-

638-6588 or rroll@highbridge.org

Fire Hydrant Flushing:
The High Bridge Fire Department will once again be out flushing our fire hydrants this spring/summer months. This 

helps our Water Department with needed inspections and maintenance of the hydrants. It is also a NJ DEP requirement 

that all hydrants be flushed once a year.

Spring Brush and Leaf Collection:
The schedule is still being worked on and will be published on the Department of Public Works web page.  Please refer to 

the Boroughs Convenience Facility (Commons) hours of operations which will be open two Saturdays a month between 

March and November from 9am-1pm.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

 

Eileen Wallace 
Broker/Sales Associate 
Cell: 908.334.8665 

eileenwallace@weichert.com 
Eileen-Wallace.weichert.com 

12 Deer Run Drive 

5 Woodglen Drive 30 Indian Spring 74 Beavers Street 

75 E. Main Street 92 E. Main Street 13 Hoffman Road 

A Proud Member  
of the High Bridge  

Business Association 

The #1 Real Estate Office in Hunterdon County in 2020 for Total Units & Dollar Volume!* 
 Weichert Realtors • 9 West Main Street • Clinton, NJ • 08809 • Office: 908.735.8140 

(* Source: Redatum. Information Deemed Reliable but not Guaranteed.) 

Planning a Move in 2021? 
 

Call Me for Personal Attention  
and the Knowledge & Experience   
   to Get You to a Smooth Closing.  
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HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

This September was like no oth-
er school opening. Our staff worked 
hard during the summer months 
preparing the school buildings, in-
side and out, to welcome staff and 
students back while following all the 
recommended CDC guidelines. We 
are very proud to say that the High 
Bridge School District was able to 
open its doors this Fall, on time and 
safely, by using two unique learning 
models - an in-person hybrid model 
and a completely virtual model. 

The district proactively positioned 
itself for emergencies which allowed 
for each of our students to have ac-
cess to individual Chromebooks for 

lessons. Our dedicated teachers have 
risen to the challenges of this new 
world of virtual instruction, finding 
innovative ways to interact with stu-
dents both in the classroom and at 
home. 

We realize the shift in school sched-
ule can add new stressors for stu-
dents and their families. We have 
increased our focus on social and 
emotional programs, while still tar-
geting the usual   academic bench-
marks. Our preschool program con-
tinues to excel and expand, building 
a strong foundation for our youngest 
High Bridge students. 

We are also proud to announce that 
Ms. Courtney Shiffman (ES) and 
Mrs. Coleen Conroy (MS) have been 
named our High Bridge Educators of 
the Year.

We would like to thank the parents 
and the community for being our 
partners on this journey and for their 
continued support in the education 
of our students. We look forward to 
reaching our ultimate goal: To see all 
our students together, in person, full 
time, once the environment allows. 

Stay healthy, stay safe.
Gregory A. Hobaugh, Ed.D. 

In June 2020 the High Bridge Board of Education earned 

the Board Certification award through New Jersey School 

Board Member Academy.  By meeting these standards the 

Board has demonstrated a high regard for effective gov-

ernance and student achievement. 

Current Board members and Expiration of Term of Office

At the time of this printing, we have one board vacancy

• Erin Delgado           2023

• Cindy Sharkey         2023

• Karyn Gove              2022

• Robert Imhoff          2022

• James Garner        2021

• Tori Thomsen 2021

This past school year was challenging for schools across 

the state and county.  The High Bridge School district 

came together during this time of crisis and rose to the 

challenge.  The Board thanks Dr. Hobaugh, the entire 

school Staff and Administration for their dedication and 

for maintaining the best interest of our children in the 

forefront of their planning and actions while providing a 

safe and healthy workplace for all.

Board of Education Goals 
for 2020-2021

Goal 1 - Each board member will take part in the NJ 

School Boards Association virtual conference, complet-

ing at least three (3) training workshops - at least one of 

these sessions will be on school finance. Training will be 

completed by the end of the 2020-21 school year and all 

members will share with the full board their takeaways 

from the training sessions.

Goal 2 - The Board will use the information and guid-

ance determined by an ad hoc committee, created to 

conduct a reevaluation, reassessment and review of the 

district’s Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying Pol-

icy to support the school climate and our community, 

teaching tolerance, acceptance and respect for all. 

High Bridge Board of Education
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High Bridge Middle School

The 2020-21 school year has gotten off to an outstanding start at High Bridge Middle School.  Despite the challenges 

of the COVID-19 pandemic and the need to implement a hybrid learning platform the students and the staff have put 

forth considerable effort to make this school year as eventful and special as possible.

Academically we continue to provide a rigorous and challenging experience for all of our students.  We have been 

emphasizing the development of strong writing skills in all of our core subjects and through various data sources we 

have been remediating gaps and strengthening key skills for all students.

Socially, we have implemented a new social emotional learning program that is designed to foster positive relation-

ships, enhance academic performance, build a positive school climate and promote empathy and caring for others.

In addition, we continue to strive to offer co-curricular opportunities and this fall we have successfully continued our 

TREP$ entrepreneurial program, participated in the Scripps Spelling Bee and incorporated a new component into our 

Student Leadership program called Lead4Change.

As we move forward into winter and look ahead to spring, we will continue to expand available opportunities for stu-

dents and will provide a strong and well-rounded education for all.

High Bridge Elementary School

We here at High Bridge Elementary School are so thankful that we have students back in our buildings, even if we 

are still not on a typical schedule. The students, parents, and teachers are working hard to ensure that students are 

engaged whether they are here in person or participating virtually. 

Our Virtual Winter Art show that Mrs Pellegrino put together, was a success and we hope you enjoyed it as much as 

we did! Our third and fourth graders enjoyed making Wigglebots with Mrs Daley - what creative students we have! 

Our Kindergarten through Second grade students are working hard on their reading, writing, and math skills. 

Walking through our building and stopping to see their work displayed throughout is a favorite for all of our staff. 

Our Preschool rooms are filled with laughter and learning and silly songs too! We continue to strive to create a love 

of learning and exploration and look forward to the time that we are all back together again.

HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Goal 3 - The Board will monitor the impact of the hybrid 

model of instruction on student achievement through 

monthly reports from the superintendent and adjust or 

amend policies as needed. The Board will also ensure 

that resources and programs are made available to our 

school community to support the physical and mental 

health of staff and students. 

The meeting dates for 2021 are available at hbschools.

org.  The Board will continue to meet Monday nights but 

meetings will now begin at 6:30 pm unless otherwise 

listed. The Board will continue to convene on Google 

Meet due to current restrictions for COVID-19.
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We design and build–turning your remodeling dreams into reality.

B & REMODELING, INC.

Batch
BUILDING

(908) 638-5006
2 Driftway Dr., High Bridge, NJ 08829

www.BatchBuilding.com
email: Tuck@BatchBuilding.com

New Jersey Home Improvement Contractor
#13VH00445200

Kitchens | Baths | Additions | Decks & More!

Conceptual plans and cost estimates to project management and construction.
Enhance your home’s functionality and increase its value.

www.Facebook.com/BatchBuildingRemodeling
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Thank You,

Will Rayfield
Pack 149 Cubmaster
highbridge.pack149@gmail.com
w.j.rayfield@gmail.com
www.highbridgepack149.wix.com/pack-149
 

Judd Corley
Troop 149 Scoutmaster
highbridge.troop149@gmail.com
https://highbridgetroop149.wixsite.com/troop149
www.orgsites.com/nj/troop149/index.html

HIGH BRIDGE SCOUTS BSA

We’re High Bridge’s local Scouts BSA, 
and we consist of youth from the 
High Bridge area.  Does your child like 
the outdoors, helping the community, 
and having fun with their peers?  If so 
the pack and troop are open for youth, 
ages 6 - 18, to join us as a scout.  Sim-
ply come to a meeting and sign up. For 
more information, including meeting 
times, how to join as a scout, our ac-
tivities calendars, etc. please visit our 
websites.

Things that the scouts will be doing 
are:

• Scoutcraft (Knots, Fire Making, 
Navigation, Cooking)

• Camping, Hiking, Backpacking, 
Biking, Canoeing

• US Flag Retirement (if you have a 
flag that needs retirement, please 
contact us)

• Leadership Development

• Community Service Projects

Based on the current state of the pan-
demic, and the recommendations of 
local and national officials, we have 
both had to adapt to hybrid opera-
tions consisting of both “virtual” and, 
depending on the situation, in-per-
son activities to help maintain the 
safety of our scout families due to 
the current coronavirus situation. We 

hope everyone stays well, and as dif-
ficult as it can be that they stay home 
to help get things under control. The 
below plans are tentative based on 
whatever current local restrictions 
and guidance dictate.
In May we’ll have our annual Spring 
Food Drive. Collection bags will be 
put out about a week prior. This is an 
important food drive, which will help 
out people struggling from the pan-
demic. Please consider placing a bag 
of food out for collection. Food will 
benefit the Open Cupboard Food Pan-
try in Clinton. We’d like to thank ev-
eryone for helping with our past food 
drives.

Cub Scout Pack 149
The pack has had a great year of ac-
tivities in 2020. Despite the pan-
demic we still had  opportunities for 
camping  family  (once in the back-
yard!).  2021 brings more fun such as 
snow tubing at Blue Mountain Re-
sort, our spring family campout, and 
of course the Pinewood Derby!   We’d 
like to thank to the Masonic Lodge 
of High Bridge for hosting the Pack 
during the pandemic.
The Pack has monthly meetings to 
learn skills and play games, and each 
grade (Den) meets several times per 
month to work on building skills 
in nature, citizenship, physical fit-

ness and much more to earn awards. 
Thanks to all who supported our an-
nual popcorn fundraiser. 
 
Scouts BSA Troop 149
The troop is looking to get the boys 
outdoors as much as they can. This 
winter we are looking at participating 
in the annual Klondike Derby, where 
we’ll compete with other troops at 
scout skill stations. Campgrounds are 
closed more than usual so we’ll look 
towards daytrips to pick up the slack. 
We have some local biking and hiking 
trips planned for this winter. In the 
spring we’ll look to resume camping. 
We also have a backpacking trip on 
the NJ portion of the AT.
This summer the troop will again at-
tend Camp Rodney on the Chesapeake 
Bay for a fun week of earning mer-
it badges, swimming, boating, and 
biking. In July the older scouts of the 
troop will also be spending a week of 
high adventure while backpacking 
along the 70-Mile Laurel Highlands 
Trail, which is Western PA. The scouts 
will be carrying and cooking their 
meals as well as learning to navigate 
backwoods trails. After we come off 
the trail in Ohiopyle, PA we’ll spend a 
day rafting some Class III-IV white-
water on the Lower Youghiogheny 
River. This trip was rescheduled from 
last year due to the pandemic.
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HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF HEALTH

Pedestrian Safety Checklist
• Walk facing traffic.

• Look left, right, and left again before crossing.

• Make sure drivers see you before crossing in front of them.

• Be aware that sun glare reduces driver visibility

• Wear white clothing or reflectors or carry a light when walking at night.

• When driving, be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school zones and be on the lookout for bikers, 
walkers or runners who may be distracted or may step into the street unexpectedly. 

• Reminder: when walking through the Arches tunnel stay close to the side as it is difficult for drivers to see 
walkers in the tunnel.

For more pedestrian safety information visit www.gohunterdon.org

Health Impacts
Vehicle related air pollution can cause asthma and 
other respiratory problems and allergies, especially in 
children who breathe at a faster rate than adults. Air 
toxics also contribute to heart disease and attacks, as 
well as higher cancer rates in high traffic areas (Source: 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency).

Take the No-Idling pledge! 

If you are going to be idling more than 30 seconds, 
turn off your vehicle.

It’s Time For Lyme
As we enter spring and summer, please keep in mind 
the following Lyme information and prevention tips:

• Ticks become more active once the outside 
temperature rises above 40 degrees F

• Daily tick checks are crucial elements in Lyme 
disease prevention.

• Tick repellants should be worn when in Lyme 
habitats.

• Remember: It is not the tick that you find that 
is likely to cause Lyme disease, it’s the one you 
never find.

Idle Free Borough
Idling your vehicle for more than 3 minutes is against 
the law in New Jersey. 

That’s because vehicle exhaust not only pollutes our 
air (it is the leading source of hazardous air pollution 
in New Jersey (source: NJDEP), but also puts people, 
especially children, at risk for asthma and other 
respiratory ailments, allergies, and possible long-
term problems. In addition, vehicles release potent 
greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming.

Idling Facts
• Idling for more than 10 seconds uses more fuel than 

restarting the engine.

• Idling can actually damage engines because 
it is operating not at peak (or high) operating 
temperatures. It causes incomplete combustions 
and more harmful pollutants to be released into the 
air. Fuel residues also form and contaminate engine 
oil and damage engine parts. In addition, water can 
condense in vehicle’s exhaust.

• Modern vehicles don’t require any idling to warm 
them up. (Source: Office of Energy Efficiency, 
Natural Resources Canada)
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HIGH BRIDGE 
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Lynn Hughes, Councilwoman

Wet Wipes 
Awareness 
Disinfectant wipes and baby care 

wipes cannot be flushed in the toi-

let!  Some of the products are labeled 

as “flushable” — a characterization 

contested by wastewater officials. 

Just because an item says it can be 

flushed doesn’t mean it should be.

Flushable wipes are marketed in 

a variety of ways, such as “breaks 

down like toilet paper” and “safe 

for sewer and septic.” The problem 

is that they appear to take longer to 

break down when compared to tra-

ditional toilet paper, and as a result 

have caused major blockages in sew-

er systems.  Wet wipes, which do not 

disintegrate the way traditional toilet 

paper does, often combine with oth-

er materials, like congealed grease, 

which can clog and damage plumb-

ing. Wipes that clog pipes can lead 

to blockages that can cause sewage 

overflow into basements or streams. 

Please do not flush these items. In-

stead, bag them and place them in 

your garbage for collection.

Weeding Opportunities
Anyone who would like to help the 

Environmental Commission weed in 

our borough parks during the sum-

mer months, please feel free to pull 

weeds anytime. For more informa-

tion contact lhughes@highbridge.org

Mulch Volcanos and the Threats They Pose to Trees
Volcano mulching in an improper mulching technique where mulch is piled 
high against the trunk of the tree. Oddly enough, this is often seen in com-
mercial landscapes. Mulch should never touch the trunk of the tree. The 
trunk was simply not meant to be covered and doing so invites decay and 
pests.

Volcano mulching may cause:
• Disease and decay 

due to moisture 
retention on the 
trunk

• Insect and rodent 
damage

• Soil that is too dry 
since rain may not 
penetrate the thick 
mulch layer

• Failure to develop 
a normal root flare 
which stabilizes 
the tree. These trees may be more likely to fall during a storm.

Proper mulching is very beneficial to trees. Spread mulch 2-4 inches deep to 
the drip line of the tree if possible; do not let the mulch touch the trunk.  The 
mulch should form a flat, not mounded, donut, with the trunk in the center. 
Organic mulches (bark mulch, wood chips, leaves) are preferred over stones 
or other inorganic products.   

Benefits of mulch include:
• Retains moisture.  This is especially beneficial in warm weather.
• Stops soil from washing away.
• Organic mulch improves the soil as it decomposes.
• Keeps soil temperature more consistent- insulates against cold and 

heat.

The natural mulch is leaf litter. The leaves contain nutrients that the plant 
has extracted from the soil and so are perfect soil amendments. Leaves are 
more likely to stay in place if they have been mowed or run through some 
type of shredder.

Please educate your neighbors and landscapers about this ill-informed 
practice.
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Wildlife Habitat Community   
High Bridge is one of eleven NJ towns and one of two Hunterdon County towns to earn recognition as a Wildlife Habi-
tat Community. We achieved Wildlife Community Status in 2013. We have received recognition from the National Wildlife 
Federation and are held up as a model community for our success with transforming our community into a place where 
both people and wildlife can flourish. 

To learn what you can do to support our efforts visit www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/Home

Environmental Volunteer Opportunity
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

Do you have a passion for the environment? Do you en-
joy “hands on” activities like walking our “open spaces”, 
weeding gardens, and assisting at community recycling 
events? There are opportunities to become a regular mem-
ber as well as to be a “friend” of the committee. This com-
mission meets on the second Tuesday of the month at Bor-
ough Hall from 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm. 

Enjoy our Open Space
The Environmental Commission invites you to take advan-
tage of our varied open space areas.  

• Walk or bike the Columbia, Commons, or Nassau 
Trails.

• Relax with a good book in the quiet area of the 
Commons.

• Take the kids to Union Forge Park for active 
recreation.

• View the Solitude Falls from the sitting area off the 
Columbia Trail. 

• Follow the well-marked Taylor Steel Workers 
Historic Trail to the historic Forge and on to 
Solitude House.

• Hike our recently created hiking trail that runs from 
the Commons parking lot up to Larrison Rd. / Cregar 
Avenue (streets behind the Deli)

It’s a great time to get out of your house and enjoy your 
town’s open space!

* Remember to do a tick check every time you return from 
enjoying the outdoors.

Tree City
The Tree City USA program has been greening up cities 
and towns across America since 1976. It is a nationwide 
movement that provides the framework necessary for 
communities to manage and expand their public trees. 
High Bridge is one of 3,400 communities that have made 
the commitment to becoming a Tree City. We achieved 
Tree City USA status in 2010 by meeting four core stan-
dards of sound urban forestry management: maintaining 
a tree board or department, having a community tree or-
dinance, spending at least $2 per capita on urban forestry 
and celebrating Arbor Day. Help us maintain our Tree City 
Status by planting a tree.  

High Bridge is dedicated to protecting and increasing the 
Borough’s stock of trees.  

The High Bridge Environmental Commission undertakes 
activities necessary to obtain annual re-certification of 
the designation of “Tree City Community”.  One of the 
activities is to hold an annual Arbor Day tree planting 
in April.  We encourage residents to support this day by 
planting a tree.  If you do not have room for a tree on your 
property, you can always donate a tree to the borough for 
one of our parks.  Contact Councilwoman Lynn Hughes if 
you would like to donate a tree.  lhughes@highbridge.org

Raritan River Clean Up Day Volunteer 
Opportunity

Sat., April 17, 2021  |  9am – 11 am  | Union Forge Park

Meet at Union Forge Park to sign in and pickup collection 
bags, gloves, snacks, and a free volunteer tee shirt. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult. Online registra-
tion at www.raritanheadwaters.org
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Collection Out & In Requirements
Containers should be placed curbside the night before 

collection day to avoid missing an early pick up. If your 

garbage/ recycling is put out late and you find the truck 

has gone by, do not leave it at the curb, please bring it 

back into your yard. It will not be picked up until the 

next scheduled pick-up collection day.

Containers must be brought back from the curb on the 

day of collection.  Residents will be contacted if empty 

containers are left out overnight after collection day on 

a consistent basis. [Amended 6-13-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-

13]

Sometimes our collector has a problem and cannot fin-

ish all the streets on the collection day. If they haven’t 

been to your street at all, leave your materials curbside 

and they should be by the very next day to pick them up. 

Check the borough web site for updates. 

Please call Borough Hall 638-6455 to report any gar-

bage/ recycling problems. 

Curbside Recycling 
We are asking all our residents to please help us reduce 

the amount of recycling that goes into our garbage col-

lection.  Besides helping us to meet the state mandated 

50% recycling rate, you will be helping the environment.  

Did you know that we are eligible for state recycling 

grants based on the amount of our annual recycling 

tonnage reports?  

Curbside recycling is a service our town provides for its 

residents.  Please take advantage of this service.  Recy-

cling does make a difference in our environment.

To make recycling as convenient as possible, we have 

curbside collection every other week.  We also list the 

recycling dates on the town calendar.  Take a few min-

utes to copy the dates on your monthly calendar as a re-

minder.  

Note: computers and televisions as well as white goods 

cannot be recycled curbside and are not allowed in 

weekly trash collection. 

All recyclable material, including newspapers, mag-

azines, junk mail and cardboard, may be commingled 

and combined with other recyclable items, including 

unbroken glass of any color, aluminum, tin, paper and 

plastic #s 1 – 7, any size and any shape. Pizza boxes are 
not recyclable.

There are two options to prepare commingled and com-

bined recyclables for collection:

1.  Place commingled recyclables in a single, reusable 

container, securing the contents in the container so 

they cannot blow out of the container*

2. Tie separated paper product recyclables in bundles as 

follows: cross-tie newspapers, magazines, single-ply 

cardboard (such as cereal boxes and gift boxes), corru-

gated cardboard, and junk mail (not shredded) in sepa-

rate bundles 8 to 12 inches high placed next to other re-

cyclables in containers 

*IMPORTANT: The recycling collector will NOT pick up 

loose items in the street. Residents are responsible for 

picking up any items that blow out of their containers. 

Additional recycling opportunities may be found on the 

town web site: highbridge.org 

Thank you for making an effort to recycle! You do make 

a difference!

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Garbage/ Recycling Collection 
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Townwide Litter Clean Up 
Days 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 and 
Saturday, June 26, 2021

Sponsored by the High Bridge Environ-
mental Commission in conjunction with 
our community electronics recycling and 
document shredding events. 

We ask everyone to take a few minutes of 
your day to walk a section of your street 
and pick up any litter you see. If you find 
large items, too heavy to carry, please noti-
fy Borough Hall at 638-6455. 

Document Recycling Event 
on June 26

June 26, 2021
9:00 am to 12:00 am
Union Forge Park

Watch as your documents are shredded.

Open to: High Bridge Residents & Businesses

Anyone who works in the Borough

High Bridge Schools and Voorhees High 
School staff

Sorry, No Rigid Plastic Recycling Event 
this year.

For more information contact recycling col-
lection coordinator lhughes@highbridge.org

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

April 24, 2021
8:30am – Noon
Union Forge Park Parking Lot

Sponsored by: The High Bridge Environmental Commission using 
Clean Communities Grant Money

Recycling Provide by: Supreme Computer & Electronics Recycling Inc. 

**Important: There will be a $10 fee per freon item. 

This covers the removal and recycling of the freon from each appli-
ance and providing the necessary recycling certificates.  If you are 
bringing freon items, please bring exact cash or a check made out to 
the Borough of High Bridge.

We will accept any item with a plug that is non- hazardous. 

Note: No light bulbs accepted

List of Acceptable Items that will be recycled:

• Electronic Equipment

• Computers, Mice, Monitors, Printers, Scanners

• Cables, TV’s, Personal Digital Assistants

• Stereos, VCR’s, DVD players, Video equipment, Radios

• Flat panel displays, Video game players

• Copy machines, Fax machines

• Phones, Cell phones, Answering machines

• Tape recorders, Reel to reel tape players

• Medical electronics, Surveillance equipment

• Toasters, Microwaves

• Freon items: Refrigerators, Air conditioners, dehumidifiers * 
with $10/ item fee

• Essentially anything with a plug that is non-hazardous

Items recycled will count towards our yearly tonnage report.  

For more information:

Visit Highbridge.org, Call Borough Hall 638-6455, Call Lynn Hughes, 
Project Coordinator at 638-8887

Annual Electronics Recycling Event
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Dry Out Paint to Place in Regular Trash 

1. Check the label for lead or hazardous materials. Check County web 
site for their hazardous waste collection. 

2. Remove the lid and let the paint air dry in the can. To speed up the 
process, stir in an absorbent material such as clay kitty litter, sawdust, or 
leftover concrete mix.

3. Look to see when the paint is completely dry and shows no mois-
ture whatsoever, wrap the dried clump in newspaper and place into 
your regular trash. Do not place the lid back on the can. Wrap the lid and 
can separately in newspaper for disposal. This option works best for latex 
paints because oil based paints require an extensive time to dry.

4. If you need to get rid of a lot of latex paint, you may want to consid-
er purchasing “waste paint hardener” (Google it). A cup or so of this 
powder mixed in with a gallon of paint will cause it to harden up within 
hours.

George Mehaffey is hereby the re-
cipient of the annual Borough of High 
Bridge Environmental Commission’s 
2020 Green Award in recognition of his 
active volunteer involvement in the 
beautification of the Borough of High 
Bridge.

He was “Caught Being Green” for his 
efforts to beautify Main Street.  He has 
been actively involved for many years 
in keeping Main Street “blooming” 
through his efforts on the gardens at 
St. Joseph’s Church. This year he ap-
proached the Environmental Com-
mission and asked if you could give our 

Main St. Mini Park some tender loving 
care. 

An environmentally conscientious 
resident, George makes his contri-
bution to our town in a quiet way not 
looking for any recognition, just tak-
ing pride in our town and doing his 
part to keep High Bridge an environ-
mentally friendly place to live.

Nominations are open for the 2021 
“Caught Being Green” Award

The Environmental Commission is 
looking for environmentally responsi-

ble residents.  Please submit the name 
and the environmental action of any 
HB resident you have observed going 
out of their way to be environmental-
ly responsible.  Check out past Green 
Award recipients on the environmen-
tal commission page of our town web 
site at highbridge.org

The environmental commission pres-
ents this Green Award yearly. We have 
two nomination categories: one for 
adults or organizations and the oth-
er for youth.  Nominations for the an-
nual Green Award should be sent to 
lhughes@highbridge.org.

“Caught Being Green” 2020 Recipient - George Mehaffey

Grass Cuttings & Storm Water Regulations
Be aware that state mandated storm water management regulations 
state that grass cuttings cannot be left in the street or placed in any 
storm drain.  For more information refer to HB Ordinance No. 2006-24. 

Storm Water Management
Look for storm drain markers in your 
neighborhood with the message: “No 
Dumping, Drains to River”.  These mark-
ers will serve as a reminder that our storm 
drains lead directly to the South Branch 
of the Raritan River and that we all play a 
part in the solution to water pollution!

What can you do to help?
It’s simple!  Dump nothing on your prop-
erty or down the storm drain that you 
wouldn’t swim in or drink!
Here are a few changes we can make to 
ensure a clean water supply for years to 
come:

• Pick up after your pet and dispose of 
pet waste in the garbage.

• Use less fertilizer.
• Avoid pesticides.
• Compost garden trimmings.
• Take motor oil to the recycling center.
• Pick up litter in the street.
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In January 2019, the High Bridge Envi-
ronmental Commission’s Green Team, 
through the efforts of former High 
Bridge resident Chrissy Darmstadt, 
was awarded The Nature Conservan-
cy’s Roots for Rivers Reforestation 
Grant. The Nature Conservancy part-
nered with The Watershed Institute 
to plant 100,000 trees in New Jersey 
floodplains, to stabilize riverbanks 
that are prone to flooding. The South 
Branch Reservation on Arch Street was 
selected for the High Bridge planting, 
as quite a few of the area’s maturing 
trees had succumb to beaver damage. 
Replacing shade trees on the riverbank 
not only helps stabilize soil but will 
also keep water temperatures at levels 
safe for aquatic life. 

June 2019, volunteers planted and pro-
tected 128 native trees and shrubs in-
cluding American Sycamore, Service-
berry, Arrowood and Chokeberry. 
American Sycamore, one of our largest 

native hardwoods, is a wonderful riv-
erbank tree. It is well suited for stabi-
lizing soil and withstanding floods. 
While the area has significant under-
story vegetation that may be aestheti-
cally pleasing, over 50% is not native 
to our landscape, nor beneficial to our 
whole environment. Most destabilize 
our soil due to shallow roots and are of 
little benefit to most of our wildlife. 
One introduced plant, Japanese Bar-
berry, can too be harmful to humans. 
The low-maintenance, deer resistant 
qualities of this easily spread shrub 
make it appealing to homeowners, 
however, dense plantings are common 
nesting sites for small Lyme disease 
harboring small mammals like white 
footed mice and shrews. To replace 
such invasive species, Serviceberry, a 
great understory riverbank plant, was 
amongst the species planted. Service-
berry will foster extensive biodiversity 
in the area. Its fruit, nectar, twigs, and 
foliage are loved by mammals, birds 

and invertebrates alike. Although the 
tubing will be in place for a while to 
prevent Whitetail Deer browsing, we 
can look forward to not only a green 
riverbank but a “green” riverbank that 
will help our whole environment.

All That is Green is Not “Green”

Water Conservation
What is meant by water conservation? For 
many, it is simply saving water. Something 
as easy to do as buying a water efficient ap-
pliance or turning off the tap when brush-
ing your teeth. But water conservation is 
more complex than that. It also involves 
changing the way people think about water 
use. It involves developing a new way of liv-
ing where water conservation is central. It 
also involves encouraging the development 
and use of best practices.

GREEN TEAM 
This is a sub committee of the Environmental Commission. You do 
not have to be on the Environmental Commission to be on the Green 
Team. We research and work on actions to meet goal requirements for 
different levels of a state program called Sustainable Jersey. Most of 
the work is completed at home and shared at the meetings. We meet 
the last Monday of each month from 7:30 – 8:30 pm at Borough Hall. 

For more information about the Environmental Commission and/
or the Green Team contact Lynn Hughes at 908-638-8887or e-mail 
lhughes@highbridge.org 

Visit the environmental page of the borough web site for more infor-
mation.
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***ATTENTION RESIDENTS***

§ 343-35. SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL. 

The owner or tenant of land abutting upon 
the sidewalk of any street or avenue shall re-

move all snow and ice from such sidewalk within 12 day-
light hours after same shall have formed or fallen there-
on. If the sidewalk is covered with snow after it has been 
cleared, by forces other than nature, it is the responsibil-
ity of the owner or tenant to ensure that snow is removed.

§ 343-36. TREATMENT OF ICE. 

The owner or tenant of land abutting or bounding upon the 
sidewalks of any street or avenue shall, when such side-
walks may become icy or otherwise slippery, place there-
on calcium chloride, sodium chloride, ashes, sand, cinders, 
sawdust or other material designed to prevent pedestrians 

from slipping and falling, and shall at all times keep such 
sidewalks in a safe and passable condition.

ORDINANCE UPDATE:
ORD# 2019-036 amended sections of the Snow Emergen-
cy Routes (SER) ORD# 184-36.   The update provided for a 
definition of Snow Covered as Overlaid, spread, or topped 
with frozen precipitation to include, but not limited to, 
snow, ice, etc.  Additionally, subsection D was amended 
to:  Vehicles parked on SER shall be removed from the des-
ignated route once accumulation is as such that the road 
becomes snow covered.  Should your vehicle be required to 
be removed from the roadway the ordinance provides for 
accommodations to park in the Commons Parking lot, if 
parking spaces are available, for the duration of the snow 
event and shall be removed within 36hrs from the end of 
the event.

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Joe Trilone, Municipal Coordinator

HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Brett J. Bartman, Chief of Police

I want to commend our citizens for following and adher-
ing to the distancing guidelines and emergency orders 
that were necessary to help the mitigation process move 
forward in a very effective way.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and various con-
sortiums are at the leading edge of research to isolate and 
mitigate the situation. To ensure you get the latest and 
most accurate information, make sure the browser opens 
to reflect the current date. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavi-
rus/2019-ncov/index.html

Periodically review the information on the CDC site. If you 
feel you fit into one of the high-risk categories, you are 
urged to create an account and register your specific in-
formation in the NJ Register Ready database.

Those with Disabilities Affecting Functional Needs 
could be at higher risk.

At the local level it is most important to make emergency 
management planners aware of whom and where you are 
and to let us know via Register Ready specifically how we 
can assist you in time of need. The NJRegister Ready da-
tabase is a secure method for Emergency Responders to 

identify you within the neighborhood. We are able to send 
assistance or conduct courtesy calls specific to the situa-
tion and your requirements while respecting HIPAA priva-
cy regulations. This could allow us to provide unsolicited 
visits in the unlikely event of crisis or community trans-
mission in your area of town.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Many residents stepped up to help needy neighbors get 
through the virus mitigation process. A number of activ-
ities transpired however Emergency Management cannot 
use spontaneous volunteers as they are not covered under 
the borough’s workers compensation insurance.

Our CERT members are activated under the Emergency 
Management umbrella and therefore they meet the insur-
ance criteria. As most of our active CERT members hap-
pened to fall into the high-risk category we were short-
handed in addressing some needs in a timely basis. It has 
become a high priority to recruit additional CERT mem-
bers from the low-risk population of our community to 
help in these types of crisis.
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HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Andrew Finer

WINTER REMINDERS

• Please ensure that hydrants are clear of snow and ice. 
This will help us as well as you and your neighbors.

• Keep portable generators outside, away from win-
dows, and as far away as possible from your home.

HEATING SAFETY

• Never use your oven to heat your home.

• Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet from any 
heat source like fireplaces, wood stoves, radiators or 
space heaters.

• Have a qualified professional install stationary space 
heating equipment, water heaters or central heating 
equipment according to the local codes and manufac-
turer’s instructions. 

• Plug only one heating appliance (such as a space heat-
er) into an electrical outlet at a time.

• Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving 
the room or going to bed. 

• Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the 
manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters. 

• Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop 
sparks from flying into the room. Ashes should be 
cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep 
the container a safe distance away from your home.

• Have a qualified professional clean and inspect your 
chimney and vents every year.

• Store cooled ashes in a tightly covered metal contain-
er and keep it outside at least ten feet from your home 
and any nearby buildings.

• Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

SPRING FIRE SAFETY TIPS

As you are cleaning out this Spring, don’t forget about fire 
safety:

• Test your smoke alarms and replace any alarms that 
are 10 years old or older.

• Test your carbon monoxide alarms and replace any 
alarms that are 7 years old or older.

• Check your dryer vents and clean the hosing.

• Clean clutter inside and outside your home.

• Check the cords on your appliances. If any are cracked 
or frayed, repair or replace them.

• Practice your home fire escape plan.

For more fire safety tips please visit https://www.nfpa.
org/Public-Education/Teaching-tools/Safety-tip-sheets

COVID-19 INFORMATION

Please note that at this time our building is only open 
to members due to restrictions put in place because of 
COVID-19. If you have an emergency, please dial 911. For 
all other questions the firehouse may be reached at (908) 
638-6383.

2021 LINE OFFICERS

• Chief-Sean Smith

• Deputy Chief-James Crampton

• Captains-Kevin Ritz and Tim Hinson

• Lieutenants-Tom Cramton, Brandon Frech and Mike 
Hannigan

We look forward to serving the residents of High Bridge 
and the surrounding community!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

We would like to thank the residents of High Bridge and 
the surrounding community for supporting our fund-
raising efforts this past year. We will use your donations 
to provide our members with the most up to date training 
and equipment necessary to better serve the community.

USED CLOTHING SHED

There is a used clothing shed located in the rear of the 
parking lot. Acceptable items include clothing, sneakers, 
shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillow cases, drapes 
and stuffed toys. Donations go a long way helping those in 
need. All donations are tax deductible.
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Looking for a way to make a posi-

tive change in the new year? Become 

a South Branch Emergency Services 

volunteer!  Visit www.SBES365.org, 

fill out a “contact” or “join us” form, 

and and let’s get started right away!

When someone in your community 

needs help, South Branch’s EMTs and 

rescue associates – the majority of 

whom are volunteers - provide emer-

gency medical care, hospital trans-

port, and rescue services.  They have 

the heart and the skills to save their 

neighbors’ lives.  If YOU have the 

heart, they will teach you the skills 

you need to make a difference.

“Saving lives and helping others is 

an incredibly rewarding experience,” 

said South Branch Chief Frank Set-

nicky. “This isn’t hyperbole or a hy-

pothetical – there are people in the 

Town of Clinton, Township of Clin-

ton, High Bridge, Lebanon Borough, 

and portions of Franklin Township, 

Bethlehem Township, and Union 

Township who would no longer be 

here if it weren’t for our volunteers.”

Volunteers who work so closely to-

gether in such an important way 

form strong bonds, said South Branch 

volunteer Walter Dorf, a Rescue Lieu-

tenant who also drives the ambu-

lance.

“This is giving back to the community, 

and it’s also being part of the South 

Branch family,” Dorf said.

South Branch has an immediate need 

for volunteers. Call volumes have 

been trending upward for many years, 

and South Branch must have enough 

EMTs and rescue associates to meet 

this need. 

The squad is a combination squad, 

with paid, career personnel who 

serve primarily weekday hours, when 

volunteers are at work.  The fewer 

volunteers, the more paid personnel 

must be hired, Dorf notes, and res-

idents of the municipalities served 

would bear that cost. “In addition to 

the important medical role we pro-

vide, volunteers help keep our tax 

rate down in the communities we live 

in,” he said.

Dorf, 52, is an accounts manager for 

a HVAC manufacturer and he also 

volunteers with Clinton Fire Depart-

ment, where he was formerly chief. 

He serves at South Branch alongside 

his wife, Carol, a volunteer EMT.  The 

Dorfs’ son and daughter are adults 

now, and the empty nesters want-

ed to invest their new free time in a 

meaningful and rewarding way.

Becoming a volunteer EMT or rescue 

associate means learning new skills, 

making new friends, and making an 

enormous difference in your com-

munity.  Make this the year you keep 

your New Year’s resolution!  Resolve 

to make a difference and, with train-

ing free to members, South Branch 

will show you how.

Visit www.SBES365.org to learn 
more, ask a question, or volunteer. 
Your neighbors will be glad you did 

– and so will you!

SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES

RESOLVE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE: JOIN SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES
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   MEALS on WHEELS in HUNTERDON  
    Call 908-284-0735 or email info@mowih.org  

Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon meets the challenges of aging by promoting health 
for Hunterdon County residents 60 years of age and older. 

 
Home-Delivered Nutrition Services – A nutritious meal delivered Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Weekend Home-Delivered Program offers two cold meals delivered 
on Friday for weekend consumption. 

 
Congregate Nutrition Services – Our Grab-N-Go Program offers a nutritious meal 
at curbside pick-up.  Orders placed 24-hours in advance at 908-284-0735.    

 
Nutrition Education – A program to promote better health through nutrition and 
health related information. 

 
Nutrition Counseling – A program for individualized advice and guidance from a Registered 
Dietitian about options and methods for improving nutritional status.  

 
A donation of $5.25 is suggested 

 
How can YOU help? Meals on Wheels has a volunteer opportunity just right for you! Volunteer drivers deliver 

meals to their homebound neighbors. Site volunteers help pack meals and assist drivers as they prepare for 
their routes.  Contact us for more information. Join us today! 
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WHEN IS MY GARBAGE / RECYCLING? High Bridge 2021 

 
NORTH WEST 

 
Garbage Pickup: 
Every Wednesday 

 
Recycling dates:  

 

 
SOUTH EAST 

 
Garbage Pickup: 
Every Wednesday 

 
Recycling dates: 

January 8, 22 
February 4, 18 
March 4, 18 
April 1, 15, 29 
May 13, 27 
June 10, 24 
 

July 8, 22 
August 5, 19 
September 2, 16, 30 
October 14, 28 
November 11, 26 
December 9, 23 
 

January 2, 15, 29 
February 11, 25 
March 11, 25 
April 8, 22 
May 6, 20 
June 3, 17 
 

July 1, 15, 29 
August 12, 26 
September 9, 23 
October 7, 21 
November 4, 18 
December 2, 16, 30 
 

Academy St. 
Beavers St. 
Bridge St. 
Buffalo Hollow Rd. 
Center St. 
Central Ave. 
Church St. 
Cokesbury Rd. 
Cregar Ave. 
Cregar Rd. 
Dennis Ave. 
Driftway Dr. 
Fairview Ave. 
Fine Rd. 
Hart St. 
Hickory Cir. 
Hill St. 
Hillcrest Ln. 
Hillside Ave. 
Hoffman Rd. 
Jane Ln. 
Jersey St. 
Lake Ave. 
Larrison Rd. 
Liberty St. 
Main St. 
 
 

 

Mary Jo Crest 
McDonald St. 
Mill St. 
Mine Rd. 
Mountain Ave. 
New St. 
Prospect St. 
Ridge Rd. 
Robin Ln. 
Seal St. 
Silverthorne Rd. 
Stillwell Rd. 
Sunset Dr. 
Super Fine Rd. 
Sylvan Rd. 
Taylor St. 
Thomas St. 
Union Ave. 
Valley View Rd 
Vansickle St. 
Walnut St. 
West Main St. 
Winter View Rd. 
Woodglen Dr. 
Woodland Terr. 

Arch St. 
Baron Ct. 
Berrywood Ln. 
Chestnut Ct. 
Colonial Ct. 
Deer Run Dr. 
Dewey Ave. 
East Main St. 
Elm St. 
Greenwich Dr. 
High Ct. 
Highland Ave. 
Indian Spring Ln. 
Jericho Rd. 
King Hill Dr. 
Mac Arthur St. 
Manning Ct. 
Mark Dr. 
Maryland Ave. 
 

Michael Ln. 
Nassau Rd. 
Northwood Dr. 
Overlook Dr. 
Patton St. 
Pleasant Rd. 
River Rd. 
Squire Ln. 
Sycamore Ct. 
Timbercroft Rd. 
Tisco Ave. 
Village Square Rd. 
Washington Ave. 
Watergate Dr. 
Wharton Way 
Wilson Ave. 

 

 

2021 RECYCLING/GARBAGE SCHEDULE
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