
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: May 27, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Zoom virtual meeting 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus absent  Councilwoman Moore absent  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young, and eleven 
members of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

Mayor Lee read updates about Executive Orders and mandates for Covid being lifted in the near future and 
announced that the next meeting will be in the Fire House on a Wednesday, June 9, 2021. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 05/13/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the May 13, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to approve the May 13, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Sally Ward stated that she is glad to be able to go back to in person meetings. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2021-023:  Amend Borough Code, Chapter 268-2 Peddling and Soliciting, License Required       
and Chapter 190-2 License Fees 

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-023: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-023: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-023: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
B. Ordinance 2021-024:  Purchase of DPW Vehicle and Equipment – Current 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-024: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Councilman Schwartz talked about this item being a budgeted item. Administrator Fleming talked about the 
equipment. Mayor Lee stated that this Ordinance, and the next two, are for the purpose of equipment purchase. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-024: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-024: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
C. Ordinance 2021-025:  Purchase of DPW Vehicle and Equipment – Sewer 



Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-025: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-025: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-025: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
D. Ordinance 2021-026:  Purchase of DPW Vehicle and Equipment – Water 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-026: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-026: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-026: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
E. Ordinance 2021-027:  Handicapped Restrooms 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-027: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Councilman Strange asked if there are designs. Admin Fleming stated that there are two estimates and there are 
designs. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-027: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-027: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2021-028: Amend Historical Committee Ordinance 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-028: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-028 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 24, 2021. 
B. Ordinance 2021-029: Amend Ordinance – Purchase of Police Vehicle 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-029: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-029 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 24, 2021. 
C. Ordinance 2021-030: Safe Routes to School Design Engineering 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-030: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-030 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 24, 2021. 
D. Ordinance 2021-031: Golf Course Redevelopment Plan 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-031: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 



Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-031 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 9, 2021. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 165 - 2021 Amend Professional Services Contract – Colliers 
Resolution - 166 - 2021 CCO Refund 
Resolution - 167 - 2021 Hydrant Testing Personnel Appointment 
Resolution - 168 - 2021 NJ DCA Local Recreation Improvement Grant 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf 
No report at this time. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
Spoke about the new mission statement of the Historical Committee, inviting Mayor Lee and other 
Councilmembers to observe the new work and organization which has been completed, thanked residents for their 
donations to the Solitude House, newly archived items, thanked the Rotary Club for their donation, setting up 
bathrooms and spaces in the Solitude House for future use, selling t-shirts and other items to support the Solitude 
House, updating brochures, obtaining oral histories from High Bridge residents, events , lead paint and asbestos 
removal continuing and other repairs being completed, cable being available, the security system being 
completed, thanked others for donating artwork. Spoke about the Pooch Parade event happening soon, a need for 
volunteers for the Soap Box Derby event, the Summer Concert series dates coming soon, Springside Action 
Committee is reorganizing projects with the Environmental Commission, tarping will continue with the 
Springside buildings, and supporting local small businesses like the Good Toy Print Lab which offer sales of 
items to help support local historic sites. 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance 
No report at this time. 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Spoke about meeting with Colliers Engineering about the pump station renovations, the completion of the 
513/Main Street paving, parking spaces need to be painted, curb work and basins on River Road/Washington Ave 
has started. Spoke about the Department of Public Works having two trucks out of service, the new tractor needs a 
fuel pump, the start of mowing operations around the Borough, the repair of a water leak around Cregar Road, 
rebuilding of catch basins, water meters getting replaced, fire hydrants are being flushed, the emergency generator 
at well eight has been replaced, the repair of a leak at the Bunnvale pumping station, the replacement of two fire 
hydrants has started, and the sewer pump has finally arrived and will be installed next week. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services / Economic Development Committee 
Spoke about the Fire Department statistics, to contact the Fire Department with any questions about having camp 
fires, reviewing the sections of Emergency Management manuals, read the Police statistics, spoke about ongoing 
Police training. Spoke about the Economic Development Committee finishing up the QR code posters, finding 
locations for some of the posters, a business interested in Rocky's Rod Shop and a business location near the 
Columbia Trail, the Gravel Grinder bike ride happened Sunday and it went well, the trails looked fine afterward, 
and that commuters stated that the road quality has improved in High Bridge. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space / Recreation 
Spoke about a reminder to all to watch out for ticks this season, the County electronics recycling event coming up, 
the document shredding event coming up which is on the Borough calendar, the Environmental Commission and 
Green Team have been working to get points for bronze level certification, thanked members of these groups for 
their hard work with this project, getting ready to start watering on Main Street in new planters, getting help with 
flowers on Main Street, and replacing two dead trees on Main Street at the mini park. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about preparing for a note sale for notes which are maturing, auditors are set to begin their work in two 
weeks, filing for two grants soon, preparing for the court date with 100 West Main, and the plastic bag project is 
still going on at Borough Hall. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 



Spoke about attending the School Board meeting and working with the School Board to start more funding ideas 
and possibly shared services, High Bridge being close to getting the golden sneaker award and Lynn Hughes' 
class having the highest participation in the contest, speaking about parking in the Borough, progress on the golf 
course redevelopment plan, the Memorial Day ceremony at C. K. Hoffman park coming up, and the final Mayor's 
Walk coming up, next Council Meeting will be in person at the Fire House. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Sally Ward stated that she has enjoyed the Mayors walking events, speaking with the Mayors, and asked if the 
project on Washington Ave and River Road paving will start soon. Councilman Schwartz stated that the 
completion date will be mid-June with a probable start date in mid-June. Sally Ward stated that there is a pothole 
between Washington and Tisco Ave. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES 

Attorney Barry Goodman stated that while there are general items which are being worked on at the Borough 
level there is no litigation at this time. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
B. Planning Board Comments for Golf Redevelopment Plan 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $399,535.99 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Steve Strange stated that he is thankful we all made it through Covid and thanked the Mayor for her hard work. 
Mayor Lee stated that it has been a tough year but that we have made it through together as a community. 
Motion to adjourn: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 - 7:30 pm - Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ, 08829 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


