
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: August 12, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Chief of Police Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk 
Adam Young and twenty-five members of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

Mayor Lee reminded the public of the decorum expected during a public meeting; that there is to be no cursing, 
jumping out of one’s seat, and asked all to remain professional. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 07/15/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the July 15, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the July 15, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
 
AWARDS: 

A. Police Department Citizen Service Award - Chief of Police Brett Bartman and Mayor Lee presented the 
Civilian Service Award to Liam McCarthy for his service to a resident and the Municipality at their time 
of need. 

B. Life Saving Award – Chief of Police Brett Bartman and Mayor Lee presented the Life Saving Award to 
Police Officer Stephan Stein for his actions assisting an unresponsive victim and saving their life. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Sally Ward requested that Council review Resolution 209-2021 pertaining to the Tiny Home Festival for the discussion of 
concerns such as moving and transport of heavy Tiny Homes into and out of the Borough, stated that some streets may have 
issues with Tiny Home size, that there is an anti-idling ordinances to consider, that the weight of the Tiny Homes must be 
considered for safety, and thanked the High Bridge Historical Committee for their work on the Solitude Jazz Brunch. 
Mark Desire spoke about the last Council meeting discussion on cannabis, that he feels the elected officials are not 
representing the residents, spoke about other municipalities passing legislation to limit cannabis, stated that this was a 
campaign promise by the Mayor, that there already is a plan to sell cannabis on Main Street, spoke about the issues of 
cannabis with schools and odor in New Jersey and New York City, stated that High Bridge may now have those same issues, 
spoke about his work with Councilwoman Lynn Hughes in the past and working with Council, asked Councilwoman Hughes 
why there was no discussion on this topic between Councilmembers, spoke that there is a need for a stronger presence on 
Council, asked Councilwoman Hughes to resign from Council. Mayor Lee asked that Mr. Desire stop making up information 
pertaining to his comments about campaign promises and requested Mr. Desire return the bunny suit to the Borough. 
Steve Silvestri apologized for his prior behavior at the last Council meeting. 
Christina Whited thanked Councilman Strange for creating a map of the Borough to give to people, thanked Sally Ward for 
bringing up the issue of weight and size of the Tiny Homes, spoke about the sizes of the expected vehicles and those driving 
them, stated that these issues are being considered for the event, and stated that people are eager to participate in this event. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2021-036:  Golf Redevelopment Plan 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-036: Moore / Ferry   
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 



Mayor Lee spoke about needing more time to consider this Ordinance. 
Motion to continue the public hearing to the September 9, 2021 meeting: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2021-037:  Amend Chapter 303 - Sewers 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-037: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor and Council discussed the intent of this Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-037: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-037: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
C. Ordinance 2021-038:  Amend Chapter 190, Article 1, Licensing of Retail Food Establishments 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-038: Strange / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor and Council discussed the intent of this Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-038: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-038: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
D. Ordinance 2021-039:  Amend to Ordinance 2021-018 – Road Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-039: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor and Council discussed the intent of this Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-039: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-039: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

A. Taylor Street and Prospect Street - Councilman Schwartz spoke about the potential of changing the 
directions of traffic on Prospect Street and lower Taylor Street from two ways to one way. Borough Engineer 
Patrick Brennan spoke about pedestrian safety in the Taylor/Prospect Street area, discussing the options of using 
one way travel, designating a pedestrian travel lane, decreasing wear on the road surface, how school traffic may 
be directed, signage in the area, moving forward with surfacing of Taylor and Prospect Street, that there is no plan 
to have any more water go toward the homes in this area, spoke about there not being enough space to do two 
lanes of vehicle traffic and a walkway, that sight distance is lacking in the area, and that there are rules and laws 
which govern road and walkway construction. 
Mayor and Council discussed how to deal with the incline on Taylor Street, how the pedestrian traffic is handled 
at the approach of the Columbia Trail crossing, that there is no paving date locked in at this time, that the school 
supports improvements in this area, spoke about widening streets and how it may encourage people to speed up, 
discussing more options will happen in the future, and that this is good initial feedback and discussion. 
Isabelle Basile stated that making the street one way will make people go faster, that snow will be an issue with 
people getting out of the area due to inclines, that the road needs to be widened, a walkway added, that the school 
should put out a notice about the proposed traffic pattern, spoke about having another catch basin installed to 
reduce water in the area, that she does not want to get caught in school traffic, that her wall is pulling away from 
the foundation, and asked how it will be paved as the drain is too high up right now. 



Susan Severe thanked everyone for considering paving the street, spoke about wanting to walk on designated 
space on the entire street, stated she would like safety for her children walking and everyone else in the area, that 
visual distance is lacking, that the road surface needs to be redone, supports making this a one way for safety. 
Coleen Conroy stated that she walked the area and that it needs repair, that it should be a one way, to make sure 
that water is being safely diverted, that there is a visual issue with going certain ways on the street, and that the 
trees need to be addressed in this area. 
Sarah Apgar stated that parking is difficult in this area, that this plan could eliminate parking access during certain 
seasons, and that this can decrease the value of the properties in this area as it is an inconvenience. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2021-040: Amend Chapter 184-2 Violations and Penalties 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-040: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-040 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 9, 2021. 
B. Ordinance 2021-041: Golf Equipment 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-041: Strange / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-041 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 9, 2021. 
C. Ordinance 2021-042: Granting of Easement 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-042: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-042 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 9, 2021. 
D. Ordinance 2021-043: Solitude House 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-043: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-043 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 9, 2021. 
E. Ordinance 2021-044: Amend Ch 184-27 Schedule 6 Trucks Over Certain Weights Excluded 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-044: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-044 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 9, 2021. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 202 – 2021 Accept Resignation - Melissa Winzenried 
Resolution - 203 – 2021 Accept Resignation - Scott Hammel 
Resolution - 204 – 2021 Acceptance of 2020 Audit 
Resolution - 205 – 2021 Amend Capital Budget 
Resolution - 206 – 2021 Amend Professional Services Contract - Colliers 
Resolution - 207 – 2021 Appointment of Full Time Laborer 
Resolution - 208 – 2021 Approval of Borough Event - Solitude House Tours and Murder Mysteries 
Resolution - 209 – 2021 Approval of Borough Event - Tiny House Festival 
Resolution - 210 – 2021 Approval of Fireman - Mario Gallo 
Resolution - 211 – 2021 Approval of Form For Use 
Resolution - 212 – 2021 Auction of Goods – Minimum Bids 
Resolution - 213 – 2021 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit and Event Code Exemptions - For High 

Bridge – Jam 



Resolution - 214 – 2021 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit - High Bridge Fire Department - Golf 
Outing 

Resolution - 215 – 2021 Authorization to Bid - Well Eight Piping 
Resolution - 216 – 2021 Award of Contract - Highland Avenue / Elm Street Drainage 
Resolution - 217 – 2021 Award of Contract – Tub Grinding 
Resolution - 218 – 2021 Cancelation of Uncashed Checks 
Resolution - 219 – 2021 Defense of Tax Assessment and Counterclaim 
Resolution - 220 – 2021 Deputy Registrar Appointment 
Resolution - 221 – 2021 Final Payment - Topline 
Resolution - 222 – 2021 Municipal Alliance 
Resolution - 223 – 2021 Readoption of Shared service agreement - Zoning Officer 
Resolution - 224 – 2021 Request for Proposal – Golf Operations 
Resolution - 225 – 2021 Safe Routes to School Submissions 
Resolution - 226 – 2021 Social Media Appointments and Updates 
Resolution - 227 – 2021 Updated Boards and Committees 

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 202-2021 through 208-2021, Resolutions 210-2021 through 
223-2021, and Resolutions 225-2021 through 227-2021: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes – Councilman Strange abstained from Resolution 213-2021. 
Resolution 209-2021 
Councilman Strange spoke about concerns raised and that the Chief of Police can be consulted about safety of 
moving the Tiny Homes safely. Councilwoman Ferry spoke about the good work from Christina Whited with 
communication. Mayor Lee stated that the Tiny Homes will not be installed, that there may be some other 
logistics to be careful of but that she supports this October 2nd event. Attorney Goodman amending the 
Resolution to deal with safety concerns. 
Motion to amend Resolution 209-2021 to include pending review of any safety concerns by the Borough 
Administrator and Chief of Police: Strange / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Resolution 209-2021 as amended: Strange / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Resolution 224-2021 
Council discussed going out to bid for the golf course management contract. Administrator Fleming spoke about 
the minor adjustment to the bar area. Mayor Lee spoke about the need to go out for proposal by the end of the 
year. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 224-2021: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf 
Spoke about golf course maintenance, Department of Public Works asphalt repair, bunker maintenance, Sekula 
Invitational was a success, the World's Largest Golf Outing was a success, read golf statistics, Club 
Championship on August 28th and 29th, 3rd Annual Rider Cup,  September 10th Annual Fire Department golf 
outing, Sept 24th is Residents Appreciation Day with hole-in-one contest with BBQ open to all residents, October 
1st Califon Fire Department Golf outing takes place. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
Spoke about the award of the Hunterdon County Preservation Grant for the repair of the Solitude House porch for 
$44,500, working to Solitude House registered as a historical place, Committee hosted luncheon for employees, 
first Solitude House yard sale completed, painting of the first floor was completed, work continuing in the 
archival space, updates on the Committee Facebook page, hosting a Taylor family member and her generous 
sharing of information, the success of the Solitude Jazz Brunch, thanked volunteers who attended and all those 
who assisted with the event, new brochures being available, the outdoor market at the Tisco Complex, and 
collaboration efforts with other Committees on the Tisco Grounds for Art project, plans beginning for the Dogs of 
High Bridge calendar event, hosting of murder mysteries in Solitude House. Spoke about the coming events such 



as the Concerts, Soap Box Derby, thanked Jamie Taylor for her fundraising efforts with the Soap Box Derby, and 
that there is still time to register for the Derby. 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance 
Spoke about sending the tax bills out, utility bills being sent out on July 27th, paying of bills online is free if you 
pay by electronic check, the annual audit report will be submitted to the State shortly, receiving funding from the 
American Rescue Plan and putting together a spending plan for infrastructure projects. 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Spoke about the farewell to Scott Hammel who is leaving the Department of Public Works and thanked him for 
his work. Spoke about the need for citizens to have their water meters be replaced, that there is annual truck 
servicing of the DPW vehicles, clearing severely clogged storm drains, manhole inspections, clearing behind the 
Tisco building, spoke about meeting with the Borough Engineer about the Bunnvale Road pumping station, 
discussed the Highland sewer improvements and paving, the new Commons Recycling area, meeting about Safe 
Routes to Schools projects and expecting a long timeframe for this project. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services / Economic Development Committee 
Mayor Lee thanked Councilman Strange for his work on the maps used in new brochures. Spoke about the Police 
Department statistics, spoke about the Fire Department statistics, about the Fire Department music festival 
coming up this weekend, the September 10th golf outing tickets available, spoke about the Economic 
Development Committee giving information to new residents, having EDC increase communication with 
Committees and businesses, Forge Tavern is doing well, a bike shop possibly opening on Main Street, and the QR 
code posters. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space / Recreation 
County electronics waste recycling County event is coming up, county document shredding on September 18th at 
the County, 5000lbs of paper was shredded at the High Bridge Shred Event, clean recycling and bulk waste can be 
dropped at Petticoat Lane transfer station, the Green Team won back a $20,000 grant to get a connecting path 
from the Commons to Main Street, and thanked Carol Mowrey for the donation of a rain barrel. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Administrator Fleming stated that there is progress on 77 Main Street, stated that the public will be involved with 
the Safe Routes to School plans at the beginning of next year, moving to the new recycling center on Dewey 
Avenue, next deadline for a Safe Routes to School program, meeting with the State Fire Safety Officials for High 
Bridge becoming the lead agency for life hazard and non-life hazard inspection, changes to our permit vendor for 
uploading electronic permits, newsletter deadline is coming up, playground manufacturers facility had a fire, the 
Fire Department air conditioning replacement was delayed. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Mayor Lee thanked Councilwoman Ferry for her leadership with her committees and the other volunteers for their 
work with the successful grant and having Administrator Fleming attend a Raritan Valley Mayor’s Alliance 
meeting to address the need for more trains and more weekend service in these areas. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Isabel Silvestri spoke about the difficulty of hearing during the meeting, stated that the golf course will be starting a woman's 
league and spoke about specifics of this league and how tee times are operating. 
Coleen Conroy spoke about the Historical Committee's efforts with Solitude House, thanked them for their work, that soon 
children will be able to enjoy it, discussed the walking paths, and the need to have trees at the Commons be addressed at the 
entrance, and contacting Borough hall with information about the area. Mayor Lee spoke about success with applying for 
grants and hoping to get more grant funding soon. 
Christina Whited stated that the drain by the Columbia Trail does nothing for water control, working with the owner of 77 
Main Street to get work done, spoke about the sewer line at 77 Main Street. 
Mary Beth Strange thanked Councilwoman Ferry for her assistance and for having the Jam at the Dam event go forward. 
Mark Desire noted the Mayor’s previous comment about the bunny suit, stated that his daughter assists the Easter Bunny 
each year, commended Council for the previous discussion about Taylor Street and inferred that there should be more 
discussion of important issues among Council. 
Christopher Graham stated that the Solitude House event was amazing and thanked everyone for their efforts. 
Isabelle Basile asked what to do with shredded paper and batteries. Councilwoman Hughes stated that it must go into the 
garbage and batteries should be thrown away as well. Discussion ensued about alternative methods of battery disposal and 
recycling. 
Mayor Lee stated that the audit is on the website. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 



COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Tax and Finance Monthly Reports 
B. July Zoning Report 
C. Elizabethtown Gas Company Notice of Public Hearings 
D. Government Energy Aggregation Submittals 
E. Final Payment Letter for Washington Ave and River Road 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $1,459,379.61 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Columbus / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passed: 6 yes 
Next Council Meeting: September 9, 2021 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave, High Bridge NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


