
Happy Fall!

I am writing this letter complete-
ly elated from our 13th Annual Soap 
Box Derby.  This event, in fact many of 
the events we showcased here in High 
Bridge this summer, beautifully illus-
trates the bond we all share … a pure 
love of our community.  Each time we 
come together to celebrate our kids, 
our teachers, our neighbors, volun-
teers, or public service employees it is 
an opportunity to find a common bond 
and celebrate all that we have to be 
grateful for.  Since the last issue of The 
Bridge:

•	 We completed the infrastructure 
repairs and paving of Washington 
Avenue, partly funded by a Depart-
ment of Transportation grant.  The 
remaining portion of River Road be-
gins 2022.

•	 The Environmental Commission was 
awarded a $20,000 grant through 
Sustainable Jersey to construct and 
beautify a path from the Commons 
parking lot to Main St.

•	 Our Historical Committee was 
awarded a $44,500 grant to repair 
and restore the side porch of Soli-
tude House.

•	 The High Bridge Fire Department 
was awarded $47,589 from FEMA for 
the purchase of 14 sets of structure 
turnout gear.

•	 The High Bridge Police Department 
was awarded $18,342 for the pur-
chase of body cameras.

•	 The Highlands Council awarded 
High Bridge $10,850 to cover the cost 
of the Golf Redevelopment Plan.

•	 The County Economic Development 
Committee awarded High Bridge 
$9,137 to streamline our Downtown 
Business Zone’s rules.

•	 High Bridge will receive $356,918 in 
recovery funds through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan (paid over 2021 & 
2022)

•	 A member of our police department, 
Patrolman Stephen Stein, received 
the Lifesavers Award:  “Performing 
a lifesaving act under extraordinary 
circumstances”.

•	 The High Bridge School District is 
open, and kids have returned to 
in-person instruction 5 days per 
week.  The kids went the extra mile 
and raised funds to contribute to-
wards a new swing set at Union 
Forge Park.

•	 Main Street is fully occupied, and 
from face value, business is boom-
ing, and we have officially become a 
destination.

•	 High Bridge Volunteers who deserve 
some spotlight:    

Historical Committee Members Kel-
ly Matos, Priscilla Racke and Mark 
Weatherbee.  Saviors to Solitude 
House and Grant Getters.

Bob and Susan Haake, Friends of the 
Environmental Commission, Green 

Team and Nassau/Springside Trails.

Chief Sean Smith, High Bridge Fire 
Department Grant Getter and 1st 
Annual MusicFest Success.

Greg Lindgren, Videographer, High 
Bridge Council meetings and many 
of High Bridge events. 

Jamie Taylor, Events Committee 
Chair Emeritus and Soap Box Derby 
Aficionado.

Mia Baldwin, Member, Environ-
mental Commission, Green Team 
Chair, Monarch Enthusiast and 
Grant Getter.

Sal Fasolino, Member, Events Com-
mittee and Concert Aficionado.

Lynn Copeland, Member, Events 
Committee and Social Media Ad-
ministrator.

High Bridge is on a positive trajecto-
ry, and I am grateful for the Borough 
employees, volunteers, and Council for 
helping to make it all happen.  I am es-
pecially thankful to our residents … we 
are here for each other, and it shows.  

Cheers to a healthy, joyful, and peace-
ful holiday season to us all!

Mayor Michele Lee
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STAY IN THE KNOW:  To receive emergency 

information, updates on road closures, and other 

changes, subscribe to High Bridge’s Public Service 

Announcement email by visiting highbridge.org/

news-events/public-service-announcement-list/. 

This will add you to the distribution list. For any 

questions, please contact our Administrator at 

administrator@highbridge.org.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER: In addition to a hard 

copy, this newsletter is also available online at 

highbridge.org/news-events/newsletters/. We 

continue to welcome your ideas and suggestions for 

content!  The Bridge is published by the Borough of 

High Bridge and is distributed to residents.  

If you have questions or would like to contribute 

to the newsletter, please email administrator@

highbridge.org.

High Bridge Schools 

High Bridge Scouts 

High Bridge Board of Health

High Bridge Environmental 
Commission

High Bridge Fire Department

High Bridge Police Department & 
South Branch Emergency

Office of Emergency Management

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Mayor	 Michele Lee 	 638 – 6455 Ext. 221		  mlee@highbridge.org

Council President	 Lynn Hughes	 638 – 8887		  lhughes@highbridge.org  

Council	 Alan Schwartz	 638 – 6455  Ext. 221		  aschwartz@highbridge.org

Council	 Steve Strange	 638 – 6455  Ext. 221		  sstrange@highbridge.org

Council	 Natalie Ferry 	 638 – 6455  Ext. 221		  nferry@highbridge.org

Council 	 George Columbus	 638 – 6455  Ext. 221		  gcolumbus@highbridge.org

Council 	 Leigh Ann Moore	 638 – 6455  Ext. 221		  lmoore@highbridge.org

Administrator 
Chief Financial Officer 
Tax Collector	 Bonnie Fleming	 638 – 6455 Ext. 223		  bfleming@highbridge.org

Clerk	 Adam Young	 638 - 6455 Ext. 221		  clerk@highbridge.org

Tax Assessor	 Ann Marie Obiedzinski	 638 – 6455 Ext. 225		  assessor@highbridge.org

CCO Officer	 Frederick Roll	 638 – 6455 Ext. 228		  rroll@highbridge.org

Library	 Terry Steets	 638 – 8231		  library71@comcast.net

Construction  
Code Official	 Ralph Price	 908-507-0194 		  construction@highbridge.org

Zoning Officer	 Allison Witt	 638 – 6455 Ext. 227		  zoning@highbridge.org

Public Works
Dept.	 Frederick Roll	 638 – 6588		  rroll@highbridge.org

Water Supervisor	 Alan Brower	 638 – 6588		  hbwater@highbridge.org

Planning Board  
Secretary/BOA	 Barb Kinsky	 638 – 6455 Ext. 222		  pbsecretary@highbridge.org

Utility Collector	 Jenn Harrington	 638 – 6455 Ext. 224		  jharrington@highbridge.org

Emergency,  
Fire or Police	 EMERGENCIES	 911

Police	 Chief Brett Bartman	 638 – 6500 (non-emergencies)

Fire	 Chief Sean Smith	 638 – 6383 (non-emergencies) 	 sean.r.smith14@gmail.com

Emergency Squad	 Chief John T. Silliman	 638 – 4441 (non-emergencies)	 john.t.silliman@hbes.org

Borough Hall
97 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829

908-638-6455 | www.highbridge.org
Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 4:00 pm

BOROUGH CONTACT LIST
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REMINDER: 
TAX AND UTILITIES DUE

4th Quarter Taxes :  Nov 1		

4th Quarter Utilities : Nov 30

1st Quarter Taxes :  Feb 1 

1st Quarter Utilities : Feb 28 

2nd  Quarter Taxes :  May 1		

2nd  Quarter Utilities : May 30

Payments may be deposited in the Blue Lock 
Box in front of Borough Hall.

POST DATED CHECKS ARE UNACCEPTABLE

If you are making payments on-line through your bank, 
send at least 10 days prior to payment due date.

Please update your records to reflect our new mailing 
address:

97 West Main St,  High Bridge NJ 08829

The Post Office will no longer forward mail addressed 
to our old location.

Payments are also accepted, for current accounts, with 
quarterly stub, at:

INVESTORS BANK
55 Old Highway 22, Clinton, NJ 08809

Pay your taxes and utilities from the convenience of your 
home.  Visit: www.highbridge.org

Credit Cards and *Electronic Checks are accepted.  

*Convenience fees waived for electronic checks

HOMESTEAD BENEFIT PROGRAM
The first half of the 2018 Homestead Benefit Credits were 
posted to eligible accounts in the 2nd quarter of 2021.  
The second half of the 2018 Homestead Benefit Credit is 
expected to be received and applied in the 4th quarter of 
2021 (November installment).

Homestead Benefit Hotline: 1-888-238-1233
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/homestead/
eligibility.shtml

PROPERTY TAX REIMBURSEMENT 
PROGRAM

The Senior Freeze program reimburses qualified 
applicants for property tax increases on their homes.

Applicants must meet all income eligibility and residency 
requirements and must file an application each year to 
receive the reimbursement. Applicants’ income cannot 
exceed $91,505 for 2019, and $92,969 for 2020. Applicants 
who are married, or in a civil union and living in the same 
household, must report combined income of both spouses/
civil union partners. 

The deadline for filing the application is November 1, 2021.

Applications are also available on the Borough website 
www. highbridge.org if you did not receive one in the mail.   

Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline: 1-800-882-6597 
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/

TAXES, UTILITIES & FINANCE

(908) 391-3608    High Bridge, NJ
 //\\ 

HHaawwkk      RRoocckk      YYaarrdd      WWoorrkkss

<>  Planting  <>  Trimming  <>  Edging  <>  Mulching
<>  Removals  <>  Minor Grading / Surface Drainage

<>  Lawn Repair   <>   Storm / Seasonal Cleanup   <>

License #13VH08559800



designing and building your remodeling dreams - your new realitydesigning and building your remodeling dreams - your new reality

B & REMODELING, INC.

Batch
BUILDING

2 Driftway Dr., High Bridge, NJ 08829
email: tuck@batchbuilding.com

New Jersey Home Improvement Contractor
#13VH00445200

(908) 638-5006

www.batchbuilding.com

Enhance your home’s functionality and increase its value.
www.Facebook.com/BatchBuildingRemodeling

Kitchens | Baths | Additions | Decks & More!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
SEPT 26 SEPT 27 SEPT 28 SEPT 29 SEPT 30 OCT 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Halloween House 
Decorating Event

Halloween House 
Decorating Event

Tiscrow Scarecrow 
Contest at Tisco 
1:00pm

Trick or Treat/
Halloween Parade
at Tisco 2:00pm

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Tisco Grounds for 
Art Commission 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Economic 
Development 
Committee
Meeting 
7:30pm

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Halloween Movie
6:00pm-8:00pm

Saturday, October 2
9am-1pm - Commons Recycling Open

Monday, October 4
7pm - Tisco Grounds for Art Commission 
Meeting

Tuesday, October 5
7:30pm - Economic Development 
Committee Meeting

Wednesday, October 6
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Monday, October 11
Borough Hall Closed

Tuesday, October 12
7:30pm - Environmental Commission 
Meeting

Thursday, October 14
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Saturday, October 16
9am-1pm - Commons Recycling Open
6pm-8pm - Halloween Movie

Monday, October 18
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, October 19
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Monday, October 25
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Wednesday, October 27
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Friday, October 29
Halloween House Decorating Event

Saturday, October 30
Halloween House Decorating Event

Sunday, October 31
1pm - Tiscrow Scarecrow Contest at Tisco
2pm - Trick or Treat/Halloween Parade at 
Tisco

HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2021

Borough Hall 
Closed

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm
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HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
OCT 31 NOV 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

NOVEMBER 2021

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Environmental 
Commission
Meeting 
7:30pm

Monday, November 1
7pm - Tisco Grounds for Art 
Commission Meeting

Tuesday, November 2
Election Day
7:30pm - Economic Development 
Committee Meeting

Wednesday, November 3
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Saturday, November 6
9am-1pm - Commons Recycling Open

Sunday, November 7
Paint Out Silent Auction at Circa

Tuesday, November 9
7:30pm - Environmental Commission 
Meeting

Thursday, November 11
Borough Hall Closed

Saturday, November 13
9am-1pm - Commons Recycling Open

Monday, November 15
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 16
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Thursday, November 18
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Thursday, November 25
Borough Hall Closed

Friday, November 26
Borough Hall Closed

Monday, November 29
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Commons 
Recycling Open 
9:00am-1:00pm

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm

Tisco Grounds for 
Art Commission 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Paint Out Silent 
Auction at Circa

Borough Hall 
Closed

Borough Hall 
Closed

Borough Hall 
Closed

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Election Day 

Economic 
Development 
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm
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HIGH BRIDGE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
NOV 28 NOV 29 NOV 30 DEC 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

DECEMBER 2021

Events Committee 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Council Meeting 
7:30pm

Borough Hall 
Closed

Borough Hall 
Closed

Green Team 
Meeting 
7:30pm

Borough Hall 
Closes at Noon

Holiday House 
Decorating Event

Wednesday, December 1
7pm - Historical Committee Meeting

Monday, December 6
7pm - Tisco Grounds for Art 
Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, December 7
7:30pm - Economic Development 
Meeting

Tuesday, December 14
7:30pm - Environmental Committee 
Meeting 

Thursday, December 16
7:30pm - Council Meeting

Friday, December 17
Holiday House Decorating Event

Monday, December 20
7:30pm - Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 21
7pm - Events Committee Meeting

Friday, December 24
Borough Hall Closed 

Monday, December 27
Borough Hall Closed
7:30pm - Green Team Meeting

Friday, December 31
Borough Hall Closes at Noon

Planning Board 
Meeting
7:30pm

Tisco Grounds for 
Art Commission 
Meeting 
7:00pm

Historical 
Committee 
Meeting
7:00pm

Economic 
Development 
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm
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FALL INFORMATION MAILER AND BOROUGH PSAs
As previously announced the fall information/forms formally sent out with the garbage sticker mailer will be available 
online at www.highbridge.org and  sent out via the High Bridge Public Service Announcement system. Please  sign up for 
the PSAs by going to www.highbridge.org, hover over the “Quick  Links” button at the top and click “Public Service An-
nouncement List” to  begin signing up with your name and email.

SEE A VACANT PROPERTY? LET US KNOW
See a property that you believe is vacant? The Borough can help to contact the owner, bank, or property manager 

to have issues resolved such as tall  grass, rodents, yard waste, and more. Please call or email us (908) 638-6455 or 
zoning@highbridge.org.
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              FULL TIME  PROFESSIONAL REALTOR WITH 

WEICHERT REALTORS CLINTON OFFICE 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF !!!! 
MORTGAGES, TITLE, INSURANCE CLOSING SERVICES 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

HIGH BRIDGE RESIDENT FOR OVER 45 YRS. 

  

 o�ce 908-735-8140   CELL 908-391-0202 

                             
 

 

PLEASE CALL ME  - JOYCE LINDABERY—— SALES ASSOCIATE

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Saturday, November 6 • 11 AM • Veterans Memorial Park

World War I officially ended on June 28, 1919, with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. The actual fighting between the 
Allies and Germany, however, had ended seven months earlier with the armistice, which went into effect on the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. Armistice Day, as November 11 became known, officially became 
a holiday in the United States in 1926, and a national holiday 12 years later. On June 1, 1954, the name was changed to 
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans.        

Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contributions to 
United States national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all those who served - not only those 
who died - have sacrificed and done their duty.	

Please bring a chair and join us for a time of remembrance. 

Veterans Memorial Park is located at the intersection of West Main St. and County 513.  Next to the NJ Transit 
commuter parking lot. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR VETERANS PARK SIGNAGE FREE. 
If your borough organization has an event sign to display, please place the sign to the side of the Veterans Park rather 
than directly in front.  Thank you for being respectful of this special area. 

BRICK PURCHASE OR LEGION MEMBERSHIP
Note: If anyone wishes to purchase a brick for a veteran or is interested in American Legion Post 188 membership they 
can contact Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963.
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BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE AWARDED $20,000 
GRANT TO ADVANCE SUSTAINABILITY GOALS

The Borough of High Bridge was awarded a $20,000 Sus-
tainable Jersey grant funded by the PSEG Foundation. Four 
$20,000 grants, eight $10,000 grants and twenty $2,000 
grants were distributed to municipalities in fourteen New 
Jersey counties.

The grant awards will fund a range of projects including 
green infrastructure implementation, stormwater man-
agement and floodplain restoration; green business certi-
fication programs, buy-local campaigns, farmers markets 
and sustainable take-out container campaigns; communi-
ty and pollinator gardens; energy efficiency upgrades and 
studies; educational campaigns focused on a variety of sus-
tainability issues such as water conservation, food waste, 
recycling, and single-use plastics; general green team sup-
port and more.

“I am beyond thrilled to accept this grant award on behalf 
of High Bridge. This is the second grant our Green Team 
has received through Sustainable Jersey to beautify our 
Commons Park, which serves as the trailhead to the Co-
lumbia Trail and is enjoyed by many residents and visitors 
throughout the year. With this funding we will be tak-
ing another step forward in improving the direct access to 
Main Street from the Commons by further clearing the area, 
creating a stairway, and including effective signage to di-
rect people to our wonderful shops and restaurants. I would 
like to thank Sustainable Jersey and the PSEG Foundation 
for this funding and share my sincerest gratitude to the 
volunteers of the Environmental Commission and Green 
Team for their success and service to our community,” said 
High Bridge Mayor Michele Lee. 

The award along with borough-wide collaborations, will 
advance the establishment of the long-desired pathway 
that will connect the popular Columbia Trail and Com-
mons Park to High Bridge’s Main Street. The pathway will 
not only promote the walkability of the town, but through 
green infrastructure, will control erosion and stormwater 
with the creation of a permeable stairway and rain gardens. 
Varied signage will connect visitors with local attractions 
and wildlife. The space is already home to a couple of ma-
ture native trees and will soon become home to addition-
al native plants. On becoming an environmentally friendly, 

reflective, and educational space, the small space will have 
profound impact. “I am so excited to be part of the creation 
of a space which will not only support local businesses, 
promote local attractions, and foster sustainability but will 
also offer visitors enroute to our wonderful Main Street the 
experience of High Bridge’s wonderful wildlife,” says Green 
Team Chair Mia Baldwin.
 

“Congratulations to the municipalities that received grant 
funding today. I continue to be amazed by what is possible 
when elected officials, municipal staff, green teams and 
community members work together to create vibrant and 
sustainable communities,” said Randall Solomon, execu-
tive director for Sustainable Jersey. “These grants will build 
capacity as municipalities move sustainability programs 
forward.” 

The PSEG Foundation has contributed $2.5 million dol-
lars in funding to the Sustainable Jersey grants program 
for municipalities and schools. “The PSEG Foundation is 
committed to helping build sustainable communities by 
empowering and investing in the people, environment and 
infrastructure of the communities we serve,” said Calvin 
Ledford, PSEG director of Corporate Social Responsibility 
and president of the PSEG Foundation. “Supporting Sus-
tainable Jersey and local municipalities, schools and school 
districts puts resources where they’re needed to positive-
ly impact the environment and local communities, having 
a lasting impact on neighborhoods throughout New Jersey.”

Proposals were evaluated by an independent Blue-Ribbon 
Selection Committee. The Sustainable Jersey grants are in-
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Eileen Wallace 
Broker/Sales Associate 

Cell: 908.334.8665 
eileenwallace@weichert.com 
Eileen-Wallace.weichert.com 

 

A Proud Member of the  
High Bridge Business Association 

The #1 Real Estate Office in Hunterdon County in 2020 for Listings & Sales!* 
 Weichert Realtors • 9 West Main Street • Clinton, NJ • 08809 • Office: 908.735.8140 

(* Source: Redatum Jan. 2021 - July 2021. Information Deemed Reliable but not Guaranteed.) 

Have You Heard  
About Our  

Exclusive Weichert  
$5,000  

Closing Date  
Guarantee? 

For Details & to Enroll, Visit: Weichert.com/We Do It All 

Did You Know? 
The Average Home Sale Price in  

High Bridge has Increased over 37%  
Over the Same Time Last Year!       

 

CCaallll  MMee!!  YYoouu  MMaayy  bbee  SSuurrpprriisseedd  aatt    
HHooww  MMuucchh  YYoouurr  HHoommee  iiss  WWoorrtthh!! 

tended to help municipalities make progress toward a sus-
tainable future in general, and specifically toward Sustain-
able Jersey certification. 

In 2010, to ‘environmentally do more, and lessen the town’s 
impact on the environment,’ High Bridge Borough Council 
passed the resolution that led to the formation of The High 
Bridge Green Team. Since then, under the umbrella of The 
High Bridge Environmental Commission, the team has de-
veloped initiatives to promote environmental awareness, 
sustainability, and education amongst residents of all ages. 
The High Bridge Green Team has made significant strides 
within the Sustainable Jersey framework. With the sup-

port of the team’s efforts by High Bridge’s Mayor Michele 
Lee - former Green Team Chair, Council, Staff, School Dis-
trict, and Volunteers, the High Green Team has gained and 
maintained Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification since 
2018. In 2019, the team was awarded the Sustainable Jersey, 
Roots for Rivers grant funded by The Nature Conservan-
cy. The award, part of The Nature Conservancy’s efforts to 
plant 100,00 trees within floodplains, supported the plant-
ing of 128 trees along the High Bridge portion of the South 
Branch of the Raritan River. The High Bridge Green Team 
is currently recertifying their bronze status and looks for-
ward to Silver Certification.

ABOUT SUSTAINABLE JERSEY

Sustainable Jersey is a non-profit that provides tools, training and financial incentives to support communities as they 
pursue sustainability programs. Currently, 81 percent or 458 of New Jersey’s 565 municipalities are participating in the 
municipal certification program and 373 school districts and 1024 schools are participating in the Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools certification program.

Website:	 www.SustainableJersey.com; www.SustainableJerseySchools.com
Twitter: 	 www.twitter.com/SJ_Program; www.twitter.com/SJ_Schools
Facebook: 	 www.facebook.com/SustainableJersey   
Instagram: 	 https://instagram.com/sustainable_jersey/
Linked In:	 www.linkedin.com/company/sustainable-jersey
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Rick Roll, CPWM,  Director of Public Works

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES

As a friendly reminder, if you have a 
fire hydrant on your property, PLEASE 
keep them shoveled during any snow-
storm. This will help assist the Fire 
Department with seconds that could 
save a house. All help is greatly ap-
preciated. 

Please remember that any digging on 
your property with more than a shov-
el, by LAW you are required to Call 811 
for a Utility Mark Out. If you don’t call 
and you hit any utility line, you will 
be responsible for the repairs. This 
is a State Law which needs to be fol-
lowed. 

From time to time, you will see my 
guys working in the street. Please al-

low them to do their job safely and re-
turn home to their families, just like 
you are trying to do during your day. 
Public Works can be at any time either 
working in the street, on the sides of 
the roadway, or either above or be-
low the roadway. We do our part in 
marking and posting where we will be 
working and using barricades, barrels, 
cones, and signage to give plenty of 
notice to the residents and commut-
ers in the Borough.

With the winter months approaching, 
we again will be out salting and snow 
plowing the streets to keep you the 
residents as safe as possible. Please 
stay as far back as possible when we 

are performing these critical func-
tions. Our drivers may have to stop at 
any given time without notice. When 
you see flashing yellow lights on our 
trucks, PLEASE stay back. 

If you have any questions regarding 
any of the following newsletter ar-
ticles, please reach out to me either 
by email at rroll@highbridge.org or 
by calling 908-638-6588 and leave a 
message. Your call will be returned as 
soon as possible.  

Thank you,
Rick Roll, CPWM 
Director of Public Works

The collections of leaves and brush as subject to change due to weather and other Borough emergencies.

Brush Collection will be the following weeks:
September 20th, October 25th, and November 15th
•	 Brush must be at the curb by 7am that Monday morn-

ing, and once the truck goes by your house, it will not 
be back until the next scheduled week.

•	 Please follow these regulations on placing your brush 
at the curb.

•	 Brush shall be placed at curbside without interfering 
with the vehicular passage or stormwater drainage in 
a roadway, with the stems portion of said brush facing 
the roadway.

•	 No brush shall be placed at curbside earlier then (7) 
seven days prior to the next scheduled collection date.

•	 Brush shall be no more than (3) three inches in diam-

eter and shall not be tied with any type of string, cord, 
rope, wire, or tape.

•	 The owner of land being cleared of natural under-
growth and/or trees shall be responsible for the re-
moval and disposal of all cut vegetations within one 
week of said cutting.

•	 Each property owner engaging the services of a pro-
fessional tree remover or landscaper shall include in 
said contract the removal and disposal of the trees, 
stumps and brush generated by the contractor.

•	 The Christmas tree collection dates will be Decem-
ber 27th, January 3rd, January 10th, and January 18th.  
Christmas trees must be bare of all tinsel, ornaments, 
stands, lights, and wire.

ROAD DEPARTMENT

BRUSH COLLECTION
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Please continue to call the DPW to schedule your new water meter replacement, and to ask any questions you 
may have of this project. 

WATER DEPARTMENT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Please have leaves out to the curb by 7:00am of that Mon-
day to be collected that week. The Department of Public 
Works will be collecting leaves once per week.

2021 Fall Leaf Collection will be the following weeks:

•	 Week of October 4th – Zone 3 (Dewey Ave) 

•	 Week of October 11th – Zone 4 (Church Street) ***

•	 Week of October 18th – Zone 5 (West Main, Larrison, 
Silverthorne)

•	 Week of October 25th – Zone 1 (Jenny Jump)

•	 Week of November 1st – Zone 2 (Solitude Village)

•	 Week of November 8th – Zone 3 (Dewey Ave) ***

•	 Week of November 15th – Zone 4 (Church Street)

•	 Week of November 22nd – Zone 5 (West Main, 
Larrison, Silverthorne) ***

•	 Week of November 29th – Zone 1 (Jenny Jump)

•	 Week of December 6th – Zone 2 (Solitude Village) 

*** indicates shortened weeks due to Holidays.

Leaves are not to be placed in the roadway. Please place 
leaves at the edge of the lawn per Storm Water Manage-
ment Regulations.

Residents and/or businesses on the following roads MUST 
place all leaves in bags:

•	 County Route 513
•	 Cregar Road (from Hilltop Deli to the Cregar Road 

bridge)
•	 Hart Street
•	 Union Ave
•	 Central Ave
•	 Center Street
•	 Mine Road (Seal Street to Cokesbury)

The Commons Recycling Center will be relocating to Dew-
ey Avenue in the Fall of 2021. Please continue looking on 
the Borough website for continuing up to date information. 
The dates for the Commons / Dewey Recycling Center for 
residential drop off are posted on the website also.

As a reminder, please call DPW for leaf bags. If you live on 
the streets listed above, you are allowed extra bags.

The borough shall not be responsible for the collection, removal, or disposal of grass clippings.

LEAF COLLECTION

GRASS CLIPPINGS

RESIDENTS INTERESTED IN CONVERTING 
TO NATURAL GAS

Contact Elizabethtown Gas Customer Service at 844-886-8488
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LETTERS TO SANTA
SANTA’S MAILBOX is returning in 2021! After a year off 

due to the pandemic, Santa’s Mailbox will be ready for all 

the children’s letters to Santa! We hope the children of 

High Bridge will be just as excited as we are! We missed 

getting all the letters from the High Bridge children. We 

know how much the little ones enjoyed seeing Santa’s 

Mailbox arrive. 

Before we give some helpful information about Santa’s 

Mailbox, we thought it would be nice to give you a bit of 

history on where the idea for Letters to Santa came from. 

Former High Bridge resident, Ann Marie Carr began her 

letter writing as a high school freshman. She continued 

answering letters to Santa throughout her high school 

career, from 1985-1988. The High Bridge Women’s Group 

continued to personally answer each letter up until 2019 

due to the pandemic. Throughout the years, the Women’s 

Group had a beautiful hand painted wooden mailbox built, 

created numerous, creative sample response letters from 

Santa, collected a variety of different holiday stickers and 

ink stamps to decorate each letter from Santa, worked 

closely with the High Bridge Schools to make sure that 

every household with children knew that Santa’s Mailbox 

was arriving, and worked closely with the High Bridge 

Post Office to ensure that any letters that came into the 

post office were re-routed to Santa’s Mailbox. What the 

High Bridge Women’s Group created was a well-orga-

nized, community service to the children of High Bridge, 

and it all came from their hearts. We are honored to have 

the tradition continue for many years to come! 

Letters to Santa 

•	 Santa’s Mailbox will arrive in front of the High Bridge 

Library on Main Street, on Friday, November 26, 
2021 (the day after Thanksgiving), and will remain 

until Wednesday, December 15, 2021. 

•	 Please make sure the letters have a return address! 

Letters should be addressed to Santa’s Workshop, 
North Pole. 

•	 Parents can add personal information such as: child’s 

age, a special present the child is hoping for (Don’t 

worry! Santa does not promise specific gifts, but it 

helps make the letter more personal), something spe-

cial the child did during the year, and/or anything 

that will add a personal touch to Santa’s response. 

•	 If you are interested in becoming one of Santa’s Help-

ers, please reach out to Colleen Hann at (908) 797-

7699 or cjhann39@gmail.com. We are excited to con-

tinue the tradition of spreading holiday cheer to all 

the children of High Bridge! Happy Holidays!

Need Help in Math?
Retired mathematics professor with 

award-winning teaching experience is 
available for tutoring or enrichment of 

math at any level.  

Contact Dr. G. Taiani at (908) 892-5379 
or at gtaiani.emeritus@pace.edu
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2009 Spruce Hills Dr,
Glen Gardner

RENTED
101 Mountain Top Rd,

Glen Gardner

SOLD Over Asking!
25 Meadowview Dr, 

Annandale

SOLD
9 Main Street,

Lebanon Borough

SOLD Over Asking!
1 RockHill Drive,

Hampton

SOLD Over Asking!

2006 Spruce Hills Dr,
Glen Gardner

SOLD AND RENTED
23 Wilson Ave,

High Bridge

SOLD
1063 Anderson Rd,

Port Murray

SOLD
45 C Washington Square 

Circle, Washington

SOLD Over Asking!
402 Schooleys Mtn Rd,

Long Valley

SOLD Over Asking!

Planning to Move? Call Your Local High Bridge Resident 
and Real Estate Agent for a FREE CONSULTATION.

1 Lilac Drive,
Flemington

Under Contract
21 Falcon Way, 

Washington

Under Contract
11 Sunset Drive,

High Bridge

Under Contract
8 Austin Hill Rd,

Clinton

SOLD

ILDIKO (VICTORIA) MEIJER
Sales Associate

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices NJ Properties
54 Old Hwy 22 Suite 104, Clinton, NJ 08809

cell: 908-295-9164
offi  ce: 908-735-9700

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ildiko.meijer
Email: ildiko.meijer@bhhsnj.com

Website: http://www.ildiko-meijer.bhhsnj.com

Mortgage interest rates remain low, increasing the 
number of eligible buyers. In addition, inventory is still 
low, which can lead to a sale sooner than expected at a 
much higher price.

This is the best time to get your house on the market 
with your local High Bridge resident and real estate 
agent.

Feel free to reach out to me if you or anyone you know 
want to sell or buy a home in the near future. All 
referrals are appreciated.

I look forward to hearing from you.

ILDIKO
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HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

A s we prepare for another 
school year, last year’s hybrid 
model is transitioning back 

to a more traditional school sched-
ule. We will begin the 2021-22 school 
year with full days of in-person in-
struction. Students and staff will be 
required to wear face masks as per the 
Hunterdon County Health Depart-
ment and State of NJ Department of 
Education guidelines. We will be fo-

cusing on addressing the social, emo-
tional and academic challenges that 
might arise as students return to a 
more “normal” school day. 

We have some exciting news for our 
district - we have expanded our free 
preschool program to include a fourth 
class of 3 and 4 year old High Bridge 
students, which allows us to better 
serve the children of our community.

We would also like to take this op-
portunity to congratulate one of High 
Bridge’s finest teachers, fourth grade 
teacher Lynn Hughes. Lynn began her 
teaching career here at High Bridge 
in 1971. Her influence on the staff 
and students of High Bridge is im-
measurable. Thank you Lynn Hughes 
for 50 years (and counting!) of loyal 
dedication to the High Bridge School 
District. 

Welcome back High Bridge Elementary School friends and families! 

Our staff has been working hard all summer preparing their classrooms for our return to full day, in-person classes. We 
are excited for the start of the new school year. We have a new reading program for our kindergarten through second 
grade students. This program will be rolled out next year to the third, fourth and fifth grades. 

In honor of our Canine Companion friends, we will have a PAWS theme at HBES -

Practice Respect

Accept Responsibility

Work Together

Safety First

Hope you had an enjoyable summer and we look forward to a safe, fun-filled school year.

The staff of High Bridge Middle School is enthusiastic to 
begin another exciting school year. We have taken strides 
to return our school day to pre-pandemic normalcy and 
to provide opportunities that were lost over the past 18 
months. This year all co-curricular opportunities will be 
available including sports, clubs and special events such 
as dances. In addition lunch and recess will return to our 

schedule as students will be in the building for a full day. 
For students entering 7th and 8th grade our main fo-
cus will be to prepare the students for high school. The 
staff and I work closely with the educators and leaders at 
Voorhees and we view high school preparation as a vital 
role of the Middle School experience. 

HIGH BRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HIGH BRIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL
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HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The past school year was certainly challenging and the High Bridge Board of Education would like to thank the ad-
ministration, staff, students and the community for ensuring that the students of High Bridge received the best ed-
ucation possible. We will continue to support our schools in meeting the continuing challenges and ever changing 
protocols faced at this time.

The High Bridge Board of Education and the High Bridge Education Association recently reached a fair and responsi-
ble agreement.

The board will continue to receive training to maintain our status as a certified board.

Current Board members and Expiration of Term of Office

•	 Erin Delgado          	2023
•	 Cindy Sharkey        	2023
•	 Karyn Gove             	2022
•	 Robert Imhoff         2022
•	 James Garner       	 2021
•	 Tori Thomsen	 2021
•	 Colleen Poles	 2021

At the time of submission the Board is seeking to fill two seats on the board that will be vacant on 12/31/2021.  If you 
are interested in serving on the school board please contact the Board office.

The Board is currently meeting in person in the elementary school library but is also offering availability to join via 
Googlemeets. Public comments can be emailed to President, Cindy Sharkey at csharkey@hbschools.org

•	 September 13, 2021 Work Session
•	 October 4, 2021 Work Session
•	 November 8, 2021 Work Session
•	 December 6, 2021 Work Session
•	 September 20, 2021 Regular Session
•	 October 12, 2021 Regular Session (Tuesday)  
•	 November 15, 2021 Regular Session
•	 December 13, 2021 Regular Session

Another fun fact about school boards:

We have to adhere to a code of ethics. The Code of Ethics for School Board Members says, among other things, that 
board members will not administer schools but see that they are well-run; that board members will hold confiden-
tial all matters pertaining to the schools which, if disclosed would injure individuals or the schools; and that board 
members will make decisions based on the educational welfare of children. Here is the entire code of ethics: https://
www.state.nj.us/education/ethics/coe.htm

Please visit the School Board section of the website at hbschools.org.

HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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Thank You,

Will Rayfield
Pack 149 Cubmaster
highbridge.pack149@gmail.com
w.j.rayfield@gmail.com
www.highbridgepack149.wix.com/pack-149

Judd Corley
Troop 149 Scoutmaster
highbridge.troop149@gmail.com
https://highbridgetroop149.wixsite.com/troop149

HIGH BRIDGE SCOUTS BSA

We’re High Bridge’s local Scouts BSA, 
and we consist of youth from the 
High Bridge area.  Does your child like 
the outdoors, helping the community, 
and having fun with their peers?  If so 
the pack and troop are open for youth, 
ages 6 - 18, to join us as a scout.  Sim-
ply come to a meeting and sign up. For 
more information, including meeting 
times, how to join as a scout, our ac-
tivities calendars, etc. please visit our 
websites.

Things that the scouts will be doing 
are:

•	 Scoutcraft (Knots, Fire Making, 
Navigation, Cooking)

•	 Camping, Hiking, Backpacking, 
Biking, Canoeing

•	 Leadership Development
•	 Community Service Projects
•	 US Flag Retirement (If you have a 

flag that needs retirement, please 
contact us)

During the past year there have been 
many area troops and packs that have 
closed up shop due to the pandemic. 
Here in High Bridge, Troop & Pack 149 
we were able to weather the past year 
and stay open while still managing to 
provide a decent scouting experience. 
This was due to the dedication of the 
leaders, scouts, and their families to 
try and keep moving forward as best 
we could, all while keeping an eye 
on everyone’s health and safety as a 

priority. Now that we are coming out 
the other end of this thing as every-
one tries to get back to normal, we’d 
like to thank everyone who helped 
us make it through the past year. We 
both look forward to another great 
year of scouting.

In October we’ll have our annual Fall 
Food Drive. Collection bags will be 
put out about a week prior. This is an 
important food drive, which will help 
out local residents who are struggling. 
Please consider placing a bag of food 
out for collection. Food will benefit 
the Open Cupboard Food Pantry in 
Clinton. We’d like to thank everyone 
for helping with our past food drives.

CUB SCOUT PACK 149
The pack has a great year of activities 
planned for 2021. We’d like to thank 
the Masonic Lodge of High Bridge for 
hosting the Pack during the pandem-
ic and giving us a place to meet. This 
fall we have a campout in October at 
Round Valley where we’ll be doing a 
STEM Event. We have pack meetings 
every month where the scouts learn 
skills and play games. In December 
we’ll have a pack holiday party to 
celebrate the season, and in January 
we’ll do our annual scout overnight. 
In February we’ll head out to do some 
snow tubing, and we’ll end the month 
with the famed Pinewood Derby.

The Pack has its annual popcorn 
fundraiser this fall to help raise the 
funds to put on a great program for 
the scouts. Please support the pack 
by buying some popcorn when the 
scouts come around town in the com-
ing weeks.

SCOUTS BSA TROOP 149
The troop is looking forward to an-
other great year. We have our annu-
al training campout in September 
at Spruce Run where we’ll invite the 
webelos to come and start their boy 
scout training. If the algae has been 
resolved then we’ll take the scouts 
onto the water in some watercraft. In 
October we’ll do a weekend of ropes 
and rock climbing at our COPE cam-
pout at Ockanickon.  In November 
we’ll do a 75 mile bike campout along 
the Delaware River in PA, which 
will help the boys get ready for their 
summer High Adventure trip. In De-
cember we’ll take the webelos out for 
a day hike up to Mount Tammany/
Sunfish Pond, which is over at the 
Delaware Water Gap. In January we’ll 
participate in the county-wide Klon-
dike Derby, which lets us compete 
against other troops from the area in 
a scout craft competition followed by 
the Great Sled Race. In February we’ll 
do our annual Cabin Campout, which 
will be at Ockanickon scout camp.
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HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF HEALTH

Hunting season began in September. While New Jersey has an extremely low incidence of hunting-related accidents, 
please keep in mind that High Bridge has open space properties in which hunting is a permitted activity. To check on 
the exact locations, please phone Borough Hall (908-638-6455). 

Disinfectant wipes and baby care wipes cannot be flushed in the toilet!  Some of the products are labeled as “flush-
able” — a characterization contested by wastewater officials. Just because an item says it can be flushed doesn’t mean 
it should be.

Flushable wipes are marketed in a variety of ways, such as “breaks down like toilet paper” and “safe for sewer and 
septic.” The problem is that they appear to take longer to break down when compared to traditional toilet paper, and 
as a result have caused major blockages in sewer systems.  Wet wipes, which do not disintegrate the way traditional 
toilet paper does, often combine with other materials, like congealed grease, which can clog and damage plumbing. 
Wipes that clog pipes can lead to blockages that can cause sewage overflow into basements or streams. 

Please do not flush these items. Instead, bag them and place them in your garbage for collection. 

Idling your vehicle for more than 3 minutes is against 
the law in New Jersey. 

That’s because vehicle exhaust not only pollutes our air 
(it is the leading source  of hazardous air pollution in 
New Jersey - source: NJDEP), but also puts people, espe-
cially children, at risk for asthma and other respiratory 
ailments, allergies, and possible long term problems. In 
addition, vehicles release potent greenhouse gases that 
contribute to global warming.

Idling Facts

•	 Idling for more than 10 seconds uses more fuel than 
restarting the engine.

•	 Idling can actually damage engines because it is op-
erating not at peak (or high) operating temperatures. 
It causes incomplete combustions and more harmful 
pollutants to be released into the air. Fuel residues 
also form and contaminate engine oil and damage 
engine parts. In addition, water can condense in ve-
hicle’s exhaust.

•	 Modern vehicles don’t require any idling to warm 
them up.

(Source: Office of Energy Efficiency, Natural Resources 
Canada)

Health Impacts

•	 Vehicle related air pollution can cause asthma and 
otherrespiratory problems and allergies, especially 
in children who breathe at a faster rate than adults. 
Air toxics also contribute to heart disease and at-
tacks, as well as higher cancer rates in high traffic 
areas (Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy).

Take the No-Idling pledge! 

If you are going to be idling more than 30 seconds, turn 
off your vehicle

HUNTING AWARENESS

WET WIPES AWARENESS

IDLE FREE BOROUGH
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HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Lynn Hughes, Councilwoman

TRASH & RECYCLING
Trash Collection Reminder: 
One bulk item can be placed out with your garbage per pickup. If you have questions about what can be picked up please call 
LMR Disposal at (908) 454-4550, option 1.

Collection out & in Requirements
Trash and recycling containers should be placed curbside the night before collection day to avoid missing an early pick up.  
Containers must be brought back from the curb on the day of collection.  Residents will be contacted if empty containers 
are left out overnight after collection day on a consistent basis. [Amended 6-13-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-13]

We are asking all our residents to please help us reduce 
the amount of recycling that goes into our garbage collec-
tion.  Besides helping us to meet state mandated recycling 
rates, you will be helping the environment.  Did you know 
that we are eligible for state recycling grants based on the 
amount of our annual recycling tonnage reports?  Curb-
side recycling is a service our town provides for its res-
idents.  Please take advantage of this service.  Recycling 
does make a difference in our environment.

All recyclable material, including newspapers, magazines, 
junk mail and cardboard, may be commingled and com-
bined with other recyclable items, including unbroken 
glass of any color, aluminum, tin, paper and household 
plastic #s 1 – 7, any size and any shape. 

IMPORTANT:
•	 Pizza boxes are not recyclable.
•	 No white plastic coated cardboard
•	 No shredded paper
•	 No plastic bags of any kind

1.  Place commingled recyclables in a single, reusable con-
tainer, securing the      contents in the container so they 
cannot blow out of the container. (No plastic bags), the 
recycle centers LMR utilizes do not accept any type of 

plastic bags. Recycling in plastic bags is considered 
contaminated.

The recycling collector will NOT pick up loose items in the 
street. Residents are responsible for picking up any items 
that blow out of their containers. 

You may tie separated paper product recyclables in bun-
dles as follows: cross-tie newspapers, magazines, sin-
gle-ply cardboard (such as cereal boxes), corrugated card-
board, (not white plastic coated cardboard boxes) and 
junk mail in separate bundles 8 to 12 inches high placed 
next to other recyclables in containers.

Place recycling out the night before your pick-up day.  
Collection begins early in the morning.  If your recycling 
is put out late and you find the truck has gone by, do not 
leave it at the curb, please bring it back into your yard. It 
will not be picked up until the next scheduled pick-up col-
lection day.

Sometimes our collector has a problem and cannot finish 
all the streets on the collection day. If they haven’t been to 
your street at all, leave your materials curbside and they 
should be by the very next day to pick them up. Check the 
borough web site for updates. 

CURBSIDE RECYCLING 

FOR MISSED PICKUPS PLEASE CONTACT LMR DISPOSAL: (908) 454-4550, OPTION 1

Call Borough Hall 638-6455 to report any ongoing recycling problems.  High Bridge has recycling ordinances in place. 
Check them out on our town web site.  

Additional recycling opportunities may be found on the town web site: highbridge.org. Thank you for making an effort to 
recycle!  You do make a difference!
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FOR HOMEOWNERS WITH ASH TREES
All ash trees in NJ should be considered at high risk for Emerald 
Ash Borer.   Work with a Certified (Licensed) Tree Expert or 
Approved Consulting Forester to help determine the condition 
of your ash trees. They will inform you whether or not your ash 
trees are good candidates for a treatment program, or whether 
tree removal is the most appropriate response.  Reminder tree 
permits are required from the Borough of High Bridge before 
cutting down trees. 

For more information go to Emeraldashborer.nj.gov.

The Hunterdon County Division of Parks and Recreation created guidelines for the placement and maintenance of gnome 
homes on the Columbia Trail.

The following guidelines should make it easier to place gnome homes in protected areas while maintaining the integrity of 
the natural environment.

•	 Gnome homes are to be built from organic materials only (no plastics/no cardboard).
•	 The height and width are not to exceed more than 12 inches in a squared area.
•	 All gnome homes and structures should reside outside a 25 foot right of way, 12.5 feet on each 

side of center line of trail, so that the sides may be mowed easily.
•	 No more than 10 structures per 100 feet of trail. These homes may be clustered or spaced 10 feet 

apart.
•	 No clearing or damage to live vegetation, no nails in trees or other permanent attachments.
•	 No hanging or suspended structures, please keep the branches clear.
•	 All structures should be installed at ground level.
•	 Small figurines, such as gnomes and faeries, are permitted in these structures.
•	 No profanity used in any way.

ITEMS YOU CAN RECYCLE

COLUMBIA TRAIL GNOME HOMES GUIDELINES

Paper: Newspaper, Envelopes, Junk mail, Phone 
books, Brochures, Magazines

Cardboard: Ream wrappers, File folders, Poster 
board, Frozen food boxes, Cardboard boxes, Milk 
cartons

Plastic: Milk containers, Soda bottles, Water bottles

Aluminum & Metal: Soda cans, Food cans

The Environmental Commission invites you to take advan-
tage of our varied open space areas.  
•	 Walk or bike the Columbia, Commons, or Nassau 

Trails.
•	 Relax with a good book in the quiet area of the Com-

mons.
•	 Take the kids to Union Forge Park for active recreation.
•	 View the Solitude Falls from the sitting area off the 

Columbia Trail. 
•	 Follow the well marked Taylor Steel Workers Historic 

Trail to the historic Forge and on to Solitude House.

•	 Hike our recently created hiking trail that runs from 
the Commons parking lot up to Larrison Rd. / Cregar 
Avenue (streets behind the Deli)

It’s a great time to get out of your house and enjoy your 
town’s open space!

Remember to do a tick check every time you return from 
enjoying the outdoors.

ENJOY OUR OPEN SPACE

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
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The High Bridge Environmental Commission is working on a series of brochures focusing on noxious invasive species.  
Pick up the first of the series: Japanese Knotweed: A Homeowners Guide developed by EC volunteer and Green Team 
Member Pia Kristjansan at Borough Hall, our town Library, Polka Dot Café or access it online at Highbridge.org.

1.	 Check the label for lead or hazardous materials. Check County web site for their hazardous waste collection. 

2.	 Remove the lid and let the paint air dry in the can. To speed up the process, stir in an absorbent material such as clay 
kitty litter, sawdust, or leftover concrete mix.

3.	 Look to see when the paint is completely dry and shows no moisture whatsoever, wrap the dried clump in 
newspaper and place into your regular trash. Do not place the lid back on the can. Wrap the lid and can separately in 
newspaper for disposal. This option works best for latex paints because oil based paints require an extensive time to dry.

* If you need to get rid of a lot of latex paint, you may want to consider purchasing “waste paint hardener” (Google 
it). A cup or so of this powder mixed in with a gallon of paint will cause it to harden up within hours.

An environmental consideration in winter is the use of ice-melting substances.  Salt is corrosive and kills trees.  Calcium 
chloride is easier on nearby vegetation than salt.  One way to reduce the need for deicing chemicals is to fix any ice-
creating drainage problems before winter begins.  For example, patch the gutter that leaks onto the front steps or redirect 
downspouts away from walkways.  If you can’t achieve necessary safety levels by shoveling early and often, or by having 
someone do it for you, use de-icing products only as directed.  More isn’t better! What ever you do, make sure you sweep it 
up once the surface is clear.

INFORMATIONAL BROCHURES

DRY OUT PAINT TO PLACE IN REGULAR TRASH

DEAL WITH ICY AREAS

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Look for storm drain mark-
ers in your neighborhood 
with the message: “No 
Dumping, Drains to River”.  
These markers will serve as 
a reminder that our storm 
drains lead directly to the 
South Branch of the Raritan 
River and that we all play a 
part in the solution to water 
pollution!

Dog poop is more than just a gross and unsightly mess — it’s an environmental pollutant 
and a human health hazard. When left on the ground (as seen often on the Columbia 
Trail), waste eventually breaks down and washes into the water supply, polluting our 
rivers, streams, creeks and other local waterways.

Animal waste contains two main types of pollutants that harm local waters: nutrients 
and pathogens. When this waste ends up in water bodies, it decomposes, releasing 
nutrients that cause excessive growth of algae and weeds. This makes the water murky, 
green, smelly, and even unusable for swimming, boating, or fishing. The pathogens, 
disease- causing bacteria and viruses, can also make local waters unswimmable and 
unfishable, and have caused severe illness in humans. 

As you can see, animal waste doesn’t simply decompose. So, the easiest way to avoid 
these problems is to clean up after your pet every time and dispose of the waste properly! 

STORM WATER 
MANAGEMENT

PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG
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HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

What is Lead Poisoning?
Lead poisoning is a serious medical problem that occurs when 
too much lead accumulates in the body. When eaten or inhaled, 
lead is easily absorbed into the body and can cause develop-
mental and neurological problems. Anyone can become lead 
poisoned, but children under the age of six and pregnant wom-
en are at greatest risk. 
Today, the primary cause of lead poisoning in children is lead-
based paint. Lead-based paint was banned from residential use 
in New Jersey in 1971 and nationally in 1978. However, housing 
built prior to 1978 may be contaminated. Houses built prior to 
1950 present the greatest risk due to the high percentage of lead 
contained in older paint.

Reduce the risk of lead paint poisoning:
•	 Make sure your child is not chewing on anything covered 

with lead paint.
•	 Don’t try to remove lead paint yourself.
•	 If you live in an older home with plumbing made with lead 

materials, have your water tested. If the cold water hasn’t 
been used for more than a few hours, let it run for 15–30 
seconds before drinking it or cooking with it.

•	 Eat right and don’t store food in lead crystal glassware or 
old pottery.

For more information see the environmental commission page 
at highbridge.org  

Visit www.leadsafenj.org for more on sources of lead, home 
safety tips, consumer resources, and a list of certified lead 
abatement companies.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
Do you have a passion for the environment? Do you 
enjoy “hands on” activities like walking our “open 
spaces”, weeding gardens, and assisting at commu-
nity recycling events? There are opportunities to be-
come a regular member as well as to be a “friend” of 
the committee. This commission meets on the second 
Tuesday of the month at Borough Hall from 7:30 pm – 
8:30 pm. 

GREEN TEAM 
This is a sub committee of the Environmental Com-
mission. You do not have to be on the Environmental 
Commission to be on the Green Team. We research 
and work on actions to meet goal requirements for 
different levels of a state program called Sustainable 
Jersey. Most of the work is completed at home and 
shared at the meetings. We meet the last Monday of 
each month from 7:30 – 8:30 pm at Borough Hall. 

For more information about the Environmental Com-
mission and/or the Green Team contact Lynn Hughes 
at 908-638-8887 or e-mail lhughes@highbridge.org 

Visit the environmental page of the borough web site 
for more information.

Thank you to the Environmental Commission Water-
ing team for keeping Main St. blooming all season. 

LEAD POISONING EDUCATIONAL 
OUTREACH

ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITY The Environmental Commission is looking for environmentally 

responsible residents.  Please submit the name and the 
environmental action of any HB resident you have observed 
going out of their way to be environmentally responsible 
by Nov. 30.   Check out past Green Award recipients on the 
environmental commission page of our town web site at 
highbridge.org

The environmental commission presents this Green Award 
yearly. We have two nomination categories: one for adults or 
organizations and the other for youth.  Nominations for the 
annual Green Award should be sent to lhughes@highbridge.org.

“CAUGHT BEING GREEN”
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HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

The Clean Communities Program was created in 1986 with funding from taxes levied on the sale of litter generating prod-
ucts.  The Clean Communities Fund was reauthorized in 2002 making all municipalities eligible to receive funding.  

High Bridge annually receives grant money. Spending the grant money is restricted and can only be used for litter abate-
ment / awareness items such as:  litter and graffiti cleanup and removal, enforcement of local anti littering laws, purchase 
of trash receptacles, sponsorship of adopt a park and educational programs.  The High Bridge Environmental Committee 
used our 2020 Clean Communities Grant money in the following ways:
•	 Purchase of a double trash/ recycling receptacle for Main Street
•	 Purchase of 5 steel cigarette disposal posts for Main Street 
•	 Sponsor an educational assembly for the HB Elementary 
•	 Fund the annual Electronics Recycling Event
•	 Fund the annual Document Shredding Event
•	 Participation in Raritan Headwaters River Clean Up Day
•	 Litter abatement brochures
•	 Graffiti cleaning supplies

CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

EMERGENCY TREE REMOVAL

An Emergency Appropriation was approved by the High Bridge Borough Council on September 9 to remove or prune ap-
proximately 24 dead or dying trees on Borough owned property, believed to be a threat to public safety. The majority of 
the trees were the victim of the Emerald Ash Borer. A NJ State approved Tree Removal Contractor has been awarded the 
contract and will be working in the Borough beginning this Fall.
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High Bridge’s landscape 
boasts many natural and 
historical wonders. Stand-
ing tall amongst them, are a 
handful of some of our most 
mature trees. These native 
trees not only provide a mul-
titude of benefits to local 
wildlife, but also mark our 
most notable historic sites.

At the top of town, our roy-
al Washington Red Oak 
guards the main drive of 
High Bridge Elementa-
ry School. This tree giant 
measures nearly twelve 
feet around and would have 
started growing around 1840. 
Northern Red Oaks are not 
only New Jersey’s State Tree, 
but this specimen is too one 
of the oldest trees on the 
school’s property and stands 
not far from the Silverthorne 
Road site of our town’s first 
school. Oaks are considered 
one of the most beneficial 
plants in our landscape, pro-
viding benefits to numerous 
forms of wildlife including 

over nine hundred species of 
butterflies and moths. 

Along the path traveling 
down, towards the center of 
town, is our Wonderful Mine 
Ash. Sitting above the Old 
Iron Mines, with its largest 
trunk measuring eight feet 
around, this giant would 
have started growing in the 
early 1870’s. This is about 
the same time the Taylor 
Mine ceased operation, af-
ter operating intermittingly 
for over a century, and pro-
viding High Bridge’s His-
toric Ironworks with nearly 
70,000 tons of ore. 

At the center of the much-
loved Bunny Trail, this gi-
ant is a favorite of the chil-
dren of High Bridge. Its five 
trunks form an amazing 
natural cove that little ones 
can’t help but venture into. 
Further in town, the Taylor 
Steelworkers Historic Gre-
enway, highlights historical 
sites as it winds through for-
ested areas in High Bridge. It 
is home to one of our oldest 
giants, the circa 1802 Stately 
Solitude Sycamore. 

Nestled within just one of 
the Greenway’s forested 
trails, this giant is bordered 
by three historic marvels -- 
the former site of one of the 
oldest, continually operat-
ing foundries in the Unit-
ed States, Union Ironworks/
Taylor Iron and Steel Com-
pany; the revolutionary era 
Solitude House; and Solitude 
Lake featuring the only re-
maining buttress dam in NJ. 

As the Greenway makes 
its way down Nassau Road, 
our regal Old Road Maple 

stands across from the his-
toric Greystone Mansion 
and within 50-plus acres of 
the borough’s Open Space. 
Measuring more than ten 
feet around, this Sugar Ma-
ple likely started growing 
in 1790. The Greenway con-
tinues to the far end of High 
Bridge up to our historic 
mid-18th century farmstead, 
Springside Farm. Gracing 
the farm’s landscape, con-
sidered the most picturesque 
in Hunterdon County, is our 
Mighty Tulip Poplar. Sitting 
above the farm’s spring-
house, this circa 1890 poplar, 
measures over eleven feet 
around and is host to many 
animals and insects includ-
ing High Bridge’s town in-
sect, the Eastern Tiger Swal-
lowtail. 

Our historic trees are a treat 
to visit especially in the 
cooler seasons when less fo-
liage makes their vastness 
most visible. We’d love to see 
pictures of your visits. On 
social media use the #high-
bridgehistorictrees to be 
featured. Have fun!

#HIGHBRIDGEHISTORICTREES

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
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HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Andrew Finer

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
This year’s National Fire Preven-
tion Week is being held October 3rd-
9th and the campaign will be “Learn 
the Sounds of Fire Safety!” Knowing 
what to do when an alarm sounds will 
keep you and your family safe. When 
an alarm makes noises – a beeping 
sound or a chirping sound – you must 
take action.

What is your alarm telling you? 

SMOKE ALARMS 
•	 A continued set of three loud 

beeps—beep, beep, beep—means 
smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, 
and stay out. 

•	 A single “chirp” every 30 or 60 
seconds means the battery is low 
and must be changed. 

•	 All smoke alarms must be re-
placed after 10 years. 

•	 Chirping that continues after the 
battery has been replaced means 
the alarm is at the end of its life 
and the unit must be replaced.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) 
ALARMS 

•	 A continuous set of four loud 
beeps—beep, beep, beep, beep—
means carbon monoxide is pres-
ent in your home. Go outside, call 
9-1-1 and stay out. 

•	 A single chirp every 30 or 60 sec-
onds means the battery is low 
and must be replaced. 

•	 CO alarms also have “end of life” 
sounds that vary by manufactur-
er. This means it’s time to get a 
new CO alarm. 

•	 Chirping that continues after the 
battery has been replaced means 

the alarm is at the end of its life 
and the unit must be replaced.

For more information on Fire Preven-
tion Week please visit: https://www.
nfpa.org/fpw/index.html

FIRE PREPAREDNESS
Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few min-
utes to get out safely once the smoke 
alarm sounds. Everyone needs to 
know what to do and where to go if 
there is a fire.

Make a home escape plan. Draw a 
map of your home showing all doors 
and windows. Discuss the plan with 
everyone in your home and have an 
outside meeting place.

FALL/WINTER FIRE SAFETY 
TIPS
As the weather outside turns cooler 
please remember to keep the follow-
ing in mind:

If you use your fireplace frequent-
ly it is important to have a chimney 
sweep done once a year. The burn-
ing of wood in your fireplace creates 
a compound called creosote which 
can ignite and start a chimney fire. 
When you burn wood, make sure it’s 
dry and seasoned so that it produces 
more flame and less smoke. Chim-
ney fires occur more frequently than 
one might realize during the fall and 
winter months.

Keep portable generators outside and 
away from windows. Ensure they are 
as far away as possible from your home.

Be sure to test your carbon monoxide 
and smoke alarms to make sure they 
are properly functioning. Additional-
ly, make sure that you have your fur-

nace inspected and serviced within 
the last year.

Please ensure that fire hydrants are 
clear of snow and ice. This will help 
us as well as you and your neighbors 
in the event of a fire. You may also see 
some of our members going around 
and clearing hydrants after a snow-
storm to ensure that there are no de-
lays in accessing water for a fire re-
lated incident.

Please remember to keep driveways 
easily accessible for emergency vehi-
cles and keep them clear of any snow 
and ice.

ANNUAL SANTA RUN
The High Bridge Fire Department will 
be holding it’s Annual Santa Run this 
year with deliveries on December 5th 
and 11th. Additional information can 
be obtained by emailing HBFDsanta-
visit@gmail.com

MUSIC FEST/GOLF OUTING 
FUNDRAISERS
We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone that came out 
this past August and September to 
support our Music Fest and Golf Out-
ing Fundraisers. We hope that every-
one had a great time at both events 
and enjoyed the live entertainment 
at the Music Fest. We look forward to 
hosting these events again next year. 

USED CLOTHING SHED
There is a used clothing shed located 
in the rear of the parking lot. Accept-
able items include clothing, sneakers, 
shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillow cases, drapes and stuffed toys. 
Donations go a long way helping 
those in need. All donations are tax 
deductible.
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SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES
Meet South Branch 
Volunteer EMT 
Audrey Riccitelli
Hoping to Become a Doctor, She 
Already Helps Patients and 
Mentors Younger Volunteers

The patient’s severe anxiety attack re-
quired emergency help. South Branch 
Emergency Services Volunteer EMT 
Audrey Riccitelli was among those re-
sponding. The patient spoke of dizzi-
ness, and Audrey could tell they were 
frightened.

“I focused on being calm as we talked, 
so that I was creating a calm environ-
ment around my patient,” she said.  
With less rapid breaths and a calmer 
voice, the patient thanked Audrey for 
her help.  

Audrey attributes her calming skills 
to her SBES training. “We were taught 
it’s not just the physical well-being, 
but the emotional well-being, too,” 
she said. “It’s talking to people, and 
connecting to people, that make you 
able to help them.”

Audrey, now 20, has known since 
childhood that she wanted to help 
others. She was inspired by her dad, a 
volunteer firefighter, but was always 
more drawn to medicine. Friends told 

her about SBES and she joined in 2020, 
quickly started assisting EMTs on the 
ambulance, and became an EMT later 
that year.

Volunteering that Paves her 
Career Path

A junior honors biology student at 
The College of New Jersey, it will take 
many more years for Audrey to realize 
her goal of becoming a doctor. But be-
cause she is a South Branch EMT, she 
already has direct patient contact.

“Even when you are shadowing a doc-
tor, you are literally a shadow: You just 
watch and have little interaction. But 
as a SBES volunteer, I get to provide 
patient care, and I also get to help my 
community.”

Guiding Future EMTs and 
Rescue Associates

In spring 2021, Audrey, EMT Jeel Patel, 
and SBES Rescue Associate Adrian Van 
Natta, who are all in their 20s, were 
asked to coordinate a special program 
for SBES’s junior cadets and cadets, 
who range in age from 14 to 17. “We 
hold drills for them, and we help them 
know what to expect when they do 
start riding on the truck,” Audrey said.  

“Because we’ve just recently finished 
our certifications, it’s less intimidat-
ing for them to ask questions.”

Audrey credits her training and expe-
rience as an EMT and cadet coordina-
tor with growing her confidence and 
strengthening her leadership skills. 

“I feel like I’m able to take charge in 
emergencies now, whenever they ar-
rive and of whatever type,” she said. 

That’s why she encourages anyone 
who has ever thought about becoming 
an EMT to take the first step and con-
tact SBES. “You’ll find that you’re ca-
pable of more than you realized,” she 
said. “And that’s pretty cool.”

South Branch Emergency Services is 
looking for volunteers like you! No 
experience is necessary, and train-
ing and gear are provided for mem-
bers. Visit sbes365.org to sign up or 
learn more.

PROJECT MEDICINE DROP
Looking to get rid of unused prescription medication while helping to halt the abuse and diversion of pre-
scription drugs?  The High Bridge Police Department invites residents to utilize our Project Medicine Drop 
Box and dispose of any unused prescription medications anonymously 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year. Materials Accepted: Household medications i.e. pills, capsules, patches and pet medications. 
Please remove any prescription labels prior to the disposal. Materials NOT Accepted: Liquids, syringes, 
mail and trash. More info: www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov/meddrop. Location: High Bridge Police Depart-
ment 99 West Main Street, High Bridge, New Jersey 08829

HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Brett J. Bartman, Chief of Police
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OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Joe Trilone, Municipal Coordinator

At the local level it is most important to make emergency management planners aware of whom and where you are and 
to let us know via Register Ready specifically how we can assist you in time of need. The NJRegister Ready database is a 
secure method for Emergency Responders to identify you within the neighborhood. We are able to send assistance or con-
duct courtesy calls specific to the situation and your requirements while respecting HIPAA privacy regulations. This could 
allow us to provide unsolicited visits in the unlikely event of crisis or community transmission in your area of town.

Many residents stepped up to help needy neighbors get through the virus mitigation process. A few activities transpired 
however Emergency Management cannot use spontaneous volunteers as they are not covered under the borough’s work-
ers compensation insurance.

Our CERT members are activated under the Emergency Management umbrella and therefore they meet the insurance cri-
teria. As most of our active CERT members happened to fall into the high-risk category, we were shorthanded in address-
ing some needs in a timely basis. It has become a high priority to recruit additional CERT members from the low-risk 
population of our community to help in these types of crises.

FREE Uniforms and training. Be part of your community and help as much as you can. PLEASE reach out to our Emergen-
cy Management Team with all questions regarding our OEM and CERT Team.

Because emergency services personnel will not be able to help everyone immediately in the event of a catastrophic di-
saster, the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program was developed by the Department of Home-
land Security, United States Fire Administration, and the Office of Emergency Management. This program is designed to 
prepare you to help yourself, your family, and your neighbors in such an event.

This training covers basic skills that are important to know in a disaster when emergency services are not available. With 
training and practice and by working as a team, you will be able to do the greatest good for the greatest number after a 
disaster, while protecting yourself from becoming a victim.

THOSE WITH DISABILITIES AFFECTING FUNCTIONAL NEEDS COULD BE AT 
HIGHER RISK.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

SELF HELP – THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) PROGRAM:

WANT TO HELP HIGH BRIDGE? CERT MIGHT BE FOR YOU
The CERT program educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them 
in basic disaster response skills such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations.  Using the training learned in the classroom and during exercises, CERT members can assist others in their 
neighborhood or workplace following an event when professional responders are not immediately available to help.

Consider joining the High Bridge CERT Team; our Team is looking for new members. If you are a High Bridge resident, 
over the age of 18 and interested, call Jon Conant by email jconant@smbsupportcorp.com, for more information. At 
times of emergencies, every pair of hands counts.



How do I learn 
about…?

● Learn about the mayor, council, council meetings, town committees, and first 
responders


● Register for town updates, emergency alerts, and the special needs registry

● Pay taxes and utilities
Government

High Bridge has a ton of resources, activities, 
and events--and the Borough is working hard to 
add even more! 


We encourage you to visit and 
bookmark https://highbridge.org/, 
for more details…

New to Town?

● Explore area resources, such as the library, community groups, churches, and 
schools

Resources

● Keep track of town events such as our summer concert series, the pooch 
parade, and the soap box derby

● Follow our town calendar
Calendar

● Discover the High Bridge Hills golf course, hiking and biking trails, and Lake 
Solitude

Fun in the Sun

● Find High Bridge businesses such as coffee shops, restaurants, 
and professional services by going to the “Visit Us” section of 
the town’s website or using this QR code.

Dine & Shop

We’ve had an influx of new people move into town to take 
advantage of what High Bridge has to offer… 

Please let your new neighbors know about these resources! 

Message from the High Bridge Economic Development Comittee

Stay informed… 
Sign up to our PSA
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