
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: September 23, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus absent  Councilwoman Moore absent  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes absent  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and eleven members of the 
public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

Mayor Lee wished Greg Lindgren a final farewell and thanked him for his efforts with recording the Council 
meetings and all other projects he has done for the Borough and thanked Mark Wetherbee for stepping up into this 
role. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 09/09/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 9, 2021 regular minutes: Schwartz / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Motion to approve the September 9, 2021 regular minutes: Ferry / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2021-036:  Golf Redevelopment Plan 
Motion to table the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-036 to October 14th, 2021 meeting: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Councilman Strange asked if the change of use has any impact on Ordinance 2021-036 for timing and spoke 
about the interplay of the advertising. Mayor Lee and Administrator Fleming stated that there should not be any 
issues with the timing and spoke about the window of time Council has to consider the Ordinance. 
 
B. Ordinance 2021-045:  Amend Ch 184-27 Schedule 6 Trucks Over Certain Weights Excluded 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-045: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-045: Ferry / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-045: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
C. Ordinance 2021-046:  Amend Ch 325-31 C. 2. – Bagged leaf locations 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-046: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 



Councilman Schwartz spoke about the intent of the Ordinance and the need to have this amendment due to the 
size of leaf pickup equipment. Mayor Lee stated that bags are available from the Department of Public Works. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-046: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-046: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
D. Ordinance 2021-047:  Water Capital – River Road 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-047: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-047: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-047: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 238 - 2021 Amend 2021 General Sponsorship packages, fees, and donations 
Resolution - 239 - 2021 Amend Chapter 8-50 A - Meetings of Members 
Resolution - 240 - 2021 Amend professional services contract - Colliers – Borough Engineer 
Resolution - 241 - 2021 Amend professional services contract - Colliers – Borough Planner 
Resolution - 242 - 2021 Approving Payment from Spending Plan - 3 Jane Lane 
Resolution - 243 - 2021 Approving Payment from Spending Plan - 24 West Main St 
Resolution - 244 - 2021 Award of Contract - Cleaning Services 
Resolution - 245 - 2021 Award of Contract - Sewer Pump Station 
Resolution - 246 - 2021 Chapter 159 - Economic Development Committee Grant 
Resolution - 247 - 2021 Chapter 159 - Emergency Management Grant 
Resolution - 248 - 2021 Professional Service Contract - CGP&H 
Resolution - 249 - 2021 Professional Service Contract - Landscape Architect 
Resolution - 250 - 2021 Rescind Employment Offer - Charles Sands 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf - No report at this time. 
 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
 
Spoke about the first successful Tisco Market and the next event being scheduled, flood disaster drive is being 
organized, Solitude House repairs have been completed in the kitchen, refurbishment of closet, a mini library has 
been started, Facebook pages are being updated with postings of people with notable history, Mystery Parties will 
be starting, baby piano has been tuned,  
Historical Committee continues collaboration with other Committees to create the Tisco Grounds for Arts, dogs 
of High Bridge photo calendars are coming soon, Historical Committee path to preservation walks are 
commencing, passport walking flyer is available for use this Saturday, Historical Committee will be hosting the 



Tiscro Scarecrow Contest Sunday, October 31st, info on webpage, and if interested in volunteering please contact 
the Committee Chair. Spoke about the Events Committee showing movie in the Commons, Movie Hocus Pocus, 
Oct 28th and 29th is the High Bridge house decorating contest, costume contest, and Paint Out details were given. 
 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance - No report at this time. 
 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Spoke about meeting with the Borough Engineers on Monday, discussing the pumping station improvement 
project to install and bypass at a flow meter at the pumping station, the project should be taking place this fall, 
spoke about the Dewey Ave recycling center being used on a limited basis this fall, developing a final design over 
the next six months to a year, discussed a second phase for a safe routes to school grant, submitting for a second 
grant in the next month, specifically for the engineering for sidewalks, signage, lighting, etc., discussed the 
Highlands repaving and storm drainage project scheduled for October, the paving may be delayed until spring, 
surveyors were out at the Bunnvale Road water pumping facility project and the need to get the permit application 
in quickly, discussed the well 8 piping project, a meeting this week with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Services for the potential funding of projects involving stormwater in the Borough, spoke about more water 
meters being replaced, spoke about Department of Public Works tasks completed, asked residents to not flush 
wipes, repainting of crosswalks and hydrants, trees are planned to be taken down so please look for closures, 
brush collection has started, the leaf schedule coming soon, rebuilding of stormwater basins, asked people to 
please keep stormwater inlets clear of objects. 
 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services / Economic Development Committee 
Spoke about Police statistics and calls, spoke about attending the EDC meeting, QR code usage and statistics and 
continuing to promote these, continuing to try to coordinate the different Committees and organizations for events 
in the Borough, having a grand opening for the flow trails, dog park, and pump track, and meeting with groups to 
maintain these amenities. 
 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space / Recreation 
No report at this time. 
 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about the newsletter coming out next week, conducting an online auction of old Borough equipment, 
scheduling the online tax sale on October 28th, the Hunterdon Area Energy Co-op Program rates were not 
favorable and so residents will be reverted back to JCP&L until the next cycle of bids, gearing up for the Toys for 
Tots program, Operation Chow Hound which are donations for dog and cat food for supporting homeless animals, 
and a grinder at the sewer plant ,which was damaged during hurricane Ida, will be covered by insurance. 
 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about the Borough doing generally well through Hurricane Ida compared to other areas, spoke about a 
reminder of the Resident's Day event on Friday with free golf and free food, free balloon rides at the event, spoke 
about a child being hurt badly on the Columbia Trail and members of the Hunterdon Havok group assisted and 
helped, work on the barn redevelopment continuing, the 20th Anniversary of September 11, 2001 event went 
well, and receiving a $9,000 grant for redoing the Zoning rules in the DB zone. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Sally Ward asked about a correction of the Agenda of the next Council meeting date, spoke about the meeting 
date of the 27th, the change of use for areas, and stated her thanks for the September 11th ceremony. 
Mayor Lee spoke about receiving a letter at her home address from an anonymous sender, a complaint, and stated 
that it is strange to receive a letter this way, but that NJ Transit property is in charge of maintaining their property. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Tax and Finance Monthly Reports 
 
BILL LIST 



Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $335,973.56 
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Strange / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Columbus, absent ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 3 absent 
 
Next Council Meeting: October 14, 2021 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave, High Bridge NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


