
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: October 14, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes absent  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty-one members 
of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

Mayor Lee asked that all keep Councilwoman Lynn Hughes in their thoughts and wish her good health, spoke 
about being made aware of a situation of verbal assault against a Borough volunteer, read a statement from the 
High Bridge Environmental Commission condemning these actions, stated that this kind of treatment of 
individuals is not the image that should be projected, spoke about tabling the golf course redevelopment plan 
Ordinance as the lawyers are still discussing the lease, stated that the public hearing will be at the Fire House on 
October 27th, and that the Borough will release a digital FAQ and other information for the public in multiple 
locations. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 09/23/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 23, 2021 regular minutes: Strange / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to approve the September 23, 2021 regular minutes: Strange / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, abstain ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, abstain ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 3 yes, 2 abstain, 1 absent 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 

A. Proclamation 008-2021 – Lead Poisoning Awareness – Mayor Lee read the Proclamation. Mayor Lee and 
Attorney Goodman discussed the new laws coming into effect in 2022 pertaining to lead paint certification. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Christina Whited asked about the new lead laws and stated that landlords do not typically report these issues. 
Attorney Goodman spoke about the inspections for rental spaces needing certification to be lead free and that 
there is a duty to report from the landlords. 
Christopher Graham stated that he is in favor of the proposed redevelopment plan at the golf course, stated that 
the barn isn’t being used at this time, stated that the redevelopers are experienced in their fields, stated that he is 
against doing nothing with the space, and that this option should be explored. 
Councilman Columbus stated that the barn was being used for storing carts and that the redevelopment plan is a 
good idea if the financials work. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2021-036:  Golf Redevelopment Plan Bond Ordinance 
Mayor Lee stated that the lease is still in Attorney review. 
Motion to table the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-036: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

A. Letter of Support - Mayor Lee spoke about the Borough not taking any action pertaining to recreational 
cannabis use, that the Borough has opted in for five years, that there are limited locations for business 



opportunities, that the 100 West Main has been approached to sell but the owners are reluctant to sell, that 
Rocky's Rod Shop has been approached to sell and be renovated into a building for cannabis cultivation, that a 
letter of support has been requested from the Borough, that the requestor estimates sales of 13.5 million dollars by 
the third year which would equate to nearly one quarter of a million dollars to the Borough, that the State has not 
given out any licenses so the Borough does not need to be fearful of this process, that they are limited in the 
number of employees for the type of license, and that the gentleman are disabled veterans. 
Councilwoman Moore asked if the requestors are local. Mayor Lee stated that she believes one is from Clinton 
Township and the other may be from Pennsylvania. 
Councilman Strange asked who the letter of support is from and stated that it was very quick that someone came 
into the Borough with interest. Mayor Lee stated that the letter of support is from the Mayor and confirmed 
involvement of confirmation from the Chief of Police and the Administrator. Councilman Strange stated that this 
was very fast for an opportunity to show up. 
"Councilman Schwartz stated he has no comments and that this is the first he is hearing about it." 
Councilman Columbus stated that he is not against having it in town but that it isn't the best location, that there 
may be odor concern, that he would prefer the business be something for all residents in town. Mayor Lee stated it 
is the only location. Councilman Ferry stated that across from the Police Station is a good location. 
Christopher Kidd of 9 Willowbrook Lane in Annandale stated that he and his business partner are seeking to start 
a cannabis cultivation business in the Borough, that he is a Lt. Colonial in the Army Reserves, that his partner is a 
Colonial as well, that they have sustained injuries both physical and mental, spoke about living with pain every 
day, spoke about how black market dollars buying cannabis fund terrorist organizations, spoke about the use of 
cannabis as a pain management option for veterans and other people, stated that they do not have a proposal for a 
dispensary in the Borough, that there are fifty suicides per day for military and first responders, that many use 
narcotics and alcohol to cope which is an increased health risk in comparison to using cannabis, stated that he 
understands it is a controversial issue, that he is a conservative, that cannabis helps his wife with anxiety, that this 
business in the town will be highly regulated. Councilman Columbus asked how Mr. Kidd found High Bridge as a 
location. Mr. Kidd stated that the Town of Clinton had no space but that Mayor Kovach recommended High 
Bridge, stated that in reviewing the State rules and laws the municipality must support the business, stated that 
there is very little industrial area in Hunterdon, that 100 West Main is larger than what is needed, that 94 West 
Main has potential, stated that the owners of 100 West Main have environmental challenges, that he has an 
interested party in 100 West Main for an energy station, spoke about using an emissions control system to control 
odor, spoke about the issues with the Readington cultivation building, and rebuilding a building for an intended 
use to mitigate issues such as odor. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2021-048: Purchase of Body Worn Cameras 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-048: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-048 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2021. 
B. Ordinance 2021-049: Storm Grates and Drains 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-049: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-049 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2021. 
C. Ordinance 2021-050: Water Tower Improvements 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-050: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-050 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2021. 
D. Ordinance 2021-051: Amend Ch 2-23 Administrator 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2021-051: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 



Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2021-051 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2021. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 251 - 2021 2021 Reappointment – CFO CTC Administrator 
Resolution - 252 - 2021 Amend 2021 General Sponsorship packages, fees, and donations 
Resolution - 253 - 2021 Amend Capital Budget 
Resolution - 254 - 2021 Amend Professional Services Contract – Colliers – Borough Engineer 
Resolution - 255 - 2021 Approval of Borough Events 
Resolution - 256 - 2021 Approval of Fireman - Devin Jaroszewski 
Resolution - 257 - 2021 Approval of Form For Use - Monetary Donation 
Resolution - 258 - 2021 Award of Contract - Well 8 Piping 
Resolution - 259 - 2021 Cancel Capital Balances 
Resolution - 260 - 2021 Chapter 48 
Resolution - 261 - 2021 Final Payment For River Road Water Main 
Resolution - 262 - 2021 Reappointment of Clerk 
Resolution - 263 - 2021 Renew Morris County Co-op Membership 
Resolution - 264 - 2021 Updated Boards and Committees 

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 251-2021 through Resolution 259-2021 and Resolutions 26-
2021 through Resolution 264-2021: Strange / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
Resolution 260-2021 
"Resolution 260-2021 Councilman Schwartz stated that there is not enough information to adopt the resolution at 
this time, he stated that he would like to see the numbers (costs) prior to a vote. He asked about the intent of the 
Resolution, asked how much this would cost the Borough, stated that this is a new benefit being provided, asked 
how this is a savings to the Borough, and stated that he saw the information from the Borough Administrator only 
thirty minutes before the meeting. Mayor Lee and Administrator Fleming stated the intent of the Resolution, 
stated that it is a new benefit and that it helps retain employees which the Borough has had issues with recently, 
spoke about the differences with the pension plans and different types of employees on current plans, and stated 
that there is savings in the realignment of the employees when people retire. Discussion ensued with Council 
about how the proposed Resolution may operate with current employees, what the difference in cost to the 
Borough would be, and how the costs would be different over time. Councilman Strange asked if there is a 
timeframe requirement to pass this item. Administrator Fleming stated that there is not. 
Motion to table Resolution 260-2021 to the next meeting: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Leah Epstein stated that she supports the letter of support for the cultivation business in High Bridge, stated that 
she works on a horse farm and that the smell of marijuana overpowers horses, that she is happy that the odor 
issues have been planned to be addressed by Mr. Kidd. 
Christopher Graham stated that he is very excited that something may happen with 100 West Main at some point. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Zoning Report - September 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $375,520.49 
Motion to approve bill list: Moore / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 



 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn:  Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, absent ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Next Council Meeting: October 27, 2021 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave, High Bridge NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


