
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: December 16, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR 

 
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about the passing of Joseph Brennan, member of the Historical Committee. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Columbus present  Councilwoman Moore present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and eighteen members of 
the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE 

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR AND EXEC 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the November 18, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the November 18, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the November 18, 2021 executive minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
AWARDS: 

A. Longevity of Service Award - Mayor Lee presented the Longevity of Service Award to Joseph Trilone for 
more than 25 years of service to the Borough as OEM Coordinator. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Brenden Coughlin spoke about the golf contract business item from the prior Council meeting, spoke about food 
and beverage earnings at the golf course, and asked about the request for proposal process. Discussion of the 
handling of the requests for proposal ensued with Council. Sally Ward spoke about walking past an angry dog and 
asked about signage pertaining to dog leash laws. Discussion with Council and Attorney Goodman ensued about 
Borough Ordinances and having a dog on a leash and under control. Doug Walker of Sylvan Road thanked 
Councilman Columbus for his time on Council and spoke about communication with the retirement benefits 
items. Discussion ensued with Council about the handling of draft documentation and retirement benefits item. 
Paul Kovacsofsky asked who is covered now under the retirement benefits. Administrator Fleming and Mayor 
Lee spoke about members who may be covered. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2021-053:  Authorizing Acceptance for Deeds of Alleys 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-053: Columbus / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance and how to proceed in the future with the alleyways. 
Paul Lipani asked how the alleys were identified. Administrator Fleming and Council stated the Borough 
Engineer identified the areas in need spoke about the historical uses of some alleys. 
 



Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-053: Columbus / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-053: Strange / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, abstain ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstention 
B. Ordinance 2021-054:  Water Main Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-054: Columbus / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Schwartz spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2021-054: Columbus / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2021-054: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Chapter 48 Insurance Benefits 
Motion to take from the table and re-open discussion for Resolution 260-2021: Hughes / Columbus 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Chapter 48 retiree benefits Resolution. The Mayor, Administrator, and 
Council discussed the use of a third-party company for analysis, differing analyses, possible future costs and 
benefits of adopting this item, and options for amending the policy in the future. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 260-2021: Ferry / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, no ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Strange, no ; Hughes, yes ; Lee, yes 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no 
Attorney Goodman clarified that Rick Roll is not entitled to receive these benefits and stated that Mayor does not 
have to recuse herself from the vote. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 283 - 2021 Amendments to Solitude House Reservation Form 
Resolution - 284 - 2021 Appointing Stephen Stein as a Police Officer 
Resolution - 285 - 2021 Appointment of Full Time Laborer 
Resolution - 286 - 2021 Appointment of OEM Coordinator 
Resolution - 287 - 2021 Bid Bond Refund - Kemper 
Resolution - 288 - 2021 Cancel Capital Balances 
Resolution - 289 - 2021 Change Order 1 - West Main Sanitary Pump Station 
Resolution - 290 - 2021 Council Meeting Dates - 2022 
Resolution - 291 - 2021 Golf Food and Beverage Interim Contract 
Resolution - 292 - 2021 Re-appointment of Full Time Director of the Department of Public Works 
Resolution - 293 - 2021 Request for Proposal – Golf Food and Beverage Contract 
Resolution - 294 - 2021 Terminating the Employment of Thomas Spuler as a Police Officer 
Resolution - 295 - 2021 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 296 - 2021 Year End Transfers 
Resolution - 297 - 2021 Authorizing The Adoption of The 2021 Hunterdon County NJ Hazard Mitigation 

Plan Update 
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Ferry / Moore 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Columbus – Golf 



Spoke about the Golf Committee meeting items, the golf bond Ordinance not being approved, golf cart housing, 
DPW asphalt repairs at the golf course, food and beverage contract, golf course contracts, thanked Indigo and Jay 
for their hard work, completed structural engineering study for the barn, repairs to the course including barns and 
sand traps, successful 2021 event season, read golf course statistics, thanked Council for their commitment and 
hard work. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Events 
Spoke about Historical Committee updates, event updates, and spoke about the passing of Joseph Brennan. 
Councilwoman Moore – Finance 
Spoke about Covid-19 rate payer information being disseminated concerning low-income opportunities, and the 
final golf debt service payment schedule. 
Councilman Schwartz - Department of Public Works / Engineering 
Schwartz spoke about DPW leaf removal in the Borough, repairs being done in the Arch Street tunnel, and 
meeting with the engineers. 
Councilman Strange - Emergency Services / Economic Development Committee 
Congratulated Fire Chief Sean Smith on his new position as OEM Coordinator, read Fire Department statistics, 
spoke about Fire Department events and grant opportunities, read the Police report and statistics, spoke about 
trainings, work at the Solitude House, approval of Officer Stein off of probation, about the Economic 
Development Committee member Todd Honeycutt having his last meeting and thanked him for his efforts, QR 
code program, wayfinding signs, contact with new Comcast representative, and a vacant seat in EDC. Attended 
the Recreation Committee meeting and volunteers are interested in joining. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling / Open Space / Recreation 
Spoke about the Recreation Committee proposed members, thanked Mia Baldwin and Pia Krisjansen for their 
efforts, thanked Joseph Trilone for his efforts, and thanked Councilman Columbus for his time of Council. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Administrator Fleming thanked everyone for their donations for Toys For Tots and spoke about the Cregar Road 
deck repair schedule. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Mayor Lee stated she attended the NJ League of Municipalities, started the trial pertaining to 100 West Main 
Street owners, thanked Borough employees and students for their efforts at the tree lighting, planning of 2022 
committees, and thanked Councilman Columbus for his time on Council. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 5 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Sally Ward spoke about her creative block and read a poem. Shannon O'Connor thanked Sally Ward for her 
community spirit, spoke about finalizing the Tisco intake form for Council review, and stated her approval for 
employee benefits. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. COVID-19 Ratepayer Relief Notice in Spanish 
B. COVID-19 Ratepayer Relief Notice in English 
C. November Zoning Report 
D. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
E. Hazard Mitigation Plan Document 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.  Total Amount: $1,024,493.51 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Columbus, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Strange, yes ; Hughes, yes 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Reorg Council Meeting: January 6, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave, High Bridge NJ 



ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


