
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: January 13, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Zoom Virtual Meeting 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE BY MAYOR LEE 

 
Mayor Lee asked for a moment of silence for the passing of Michael Steinwand formerly of the Department of 
Public Works of High Bridge. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Councilwoman Moore present  Councilman Strange present 
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and forty-two 
members of the public and press. 
 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 12/16/2021 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the December 16, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the December 16, 2021 regular minutes: Hughes / Moore 

Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 6, 2022 reorganizational minutes: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the January 6, 2022 reorganizational minutes: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

A prewritten statement from Jennifer Markarian was read stating her opposition to types of cannabis sales. Sally 
Ward congratulated Councilwoman Ferry for being Council President, stated appreciation for the Borough 
receiving a $65,000 grant, and stated support for the proposed cannabis Ordinance. Christopher Graham thanked 
Mayor, Council, and Borough Employees for their time and efforts. Pablo Delgado thanked the Mayor and 
Council for their time and efforts, congratulated the Borough for receiving a $65,000 grant, and asked Mayor and 
Council to share more information about Chapter 48. Coleen Conroy stated agreement with Jennifer Markarian 
and that she does not support a cannabis facility located at an entrance to the Borough. Elizabeth Murphy stated 
agreement with Coleen Conroy about the location of a cannabis facility and spoke about odor control concerns. 
Chris Zappa asked about the status of a letter of support and the ability to issue a letter of support. Mayor Lee 
stated that no letter has been issued and that future discussion will happen with this item. Erin Delgado asked 
what the grant will be for and stated the Borough fields need work. Admin Fleming spoke about upgrades slated 
for the Commons with the grant. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

A. Cannabis Zoning and Taxation – Administrator Fleming presented slides about the proposed Ordinance 
2022-003. Council discussed the status of the Ordinance, timing of introduction, differences between 
microbusinesses in class types, amendments for penalties, environmental concerns, noise pollution, and applicants 
providing an environmental impact statement. Discussion of possible penalties by the State, amendments, 
gathering more environmental information, future presentations, and distance of sales to schools ensued. Barry 
Goodman stated that reviewing the Statutes can be done prior to introduction for these items or amendments can 
be done later. 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2022-002: Amending Ch. 37 – Fire Department - Duties of the Fire Chief 



Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-002: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-002 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of January 27, 2022. 
B. Ordinance 2022-003: Cannabis Zoning and Taxation 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-003: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-003 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of January 27, 2022. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 061 - 2022 Award of Contract - Occupational Health 
Resolution - 062 - 2022 Borough Events 
Resolution - 063 - 2022 Electric Usage Requests and Fees 
Resolution - 064 - 2022 Permit Refund - Construction 
Resolution - 065 - 2022 Updated Boards and Committees 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Moore / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes         Councilman Strange abstains from Resolution 065-2022. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Sally Ward stated her enjoyment of the meeting. Paul Kovacsofsky asked about the mixed-use corridor zone, 
asked how amendments my affect applicants of cultivation, and spoke about the opt out timeline of a previous 
meeting. Steve Strange spoke about the need for amendments. Coleen Conroy restated that she does not support a 
cannabis facility located at an entrance to the Borough. Christopher Graham asked about the status of 100 West 
Main. Mayor Lee states there is no progress currently. Pat Bielcik stated that violation language should be 
stronger with the cannabis Ordinance and asked about the limited geography where businesses could go. Caryn 
Rinehart asked if there are interested applicants. Discussion ensued about those with previous interest in cannabis 
business. Elizabeth Murphy states support for cannabis rules, asked that other classes be specifically excluded or 
included, stated concern with proximity to residences, supports significant fines, and environmental concerns with 
the project. Pablo spoke about the classes included in the cannabis Ordinance, asked about specific class taxes, 
and spoke about resource use considerations for this type of business. Cindy Sharkey spoke as a parent and stated 
that cultivation of cannabis is not in line with school teachings. Leah Epstein thanked Mayor and Council for 
having this discussion and spoke about the importance of addressing this Ordinance with guidelines. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. December 2021 Zoning Report 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $121,366.20 
Motion to approve bill list: Moore / Hughes 

Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Moore / Strange 
Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes      Meeting ends at 8:43 p.m. 
Next Council Meeting: January 27, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Via Zoom link posted on www.highbridge.org 
 
ATTEST: 



     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


