BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

RE-ORGANIZATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: January 6, 2022 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR

ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Schwartz present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Hughes present Councilman Silvestri  present
Councilwoman Moore present Councilman Strange  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty five
members of the public and press.

SWEARING IN
A. Steven Silvestri was sworn in. Term expiring 12/31/2024
B. Leigh Ann Moore was sworn in. Term expiring 12/31/2024
NEW BUSINESS
A. Resolution 001-2022 - Nomination and Election of Council President — Mayor Lee asks for nominations

Councilwoman Moore nominates Councilwoman Ferry. Councilman Schwartz nominates Councilman Strange.
Motion to approve nomination and adopt Resolution 001-2022:

Roll call vote: Ferry, votes Ferry ; Hughes, votes Ferry ; Moore, votes Ferry ; Schwartz, votes Strange ; Silvestri,
votes Strange ; Strange, votes Strange ; Lee, votes Ferry; Results set Councilwoman Ferry as Council President. 4
votes for Ferry, 3 votes for Strange

B. Resolution 002-2022 - Temporary Budget

Motion to adopt the temporary budget: Hughes / Moore

Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Sally Ward wished all a Happy New Year, spoke about past behavior of Councilman Silvestri, about national
events of January 6, 2021, about leadership, and wished everyone well with the coming of Spring. Marybeth
Strange congratulated the new and returning Councilmembers. Mark Desire congratulated Councilman Silvestri
and asked for a return to government transparency through his work. Erik Peterson congratulated Councilman
Silvestri and stated his support. Leah Epstein spoke about Councilman Silvestri's past behavior. Mayor Lee and
Attorney Goodman brought the meeting back to order after an outburst in the audience. Karyn Gove asked that
Erik Peterson wear a mask over their nose. Paul Kovacsofsky spoke about the handling of the past Chapter 48
benefits agenda item, stated that there was no support for this item, and asked that it be re-reviewed. Pablo
Delgado congratulated the new and returning Councilpersons, spoke about the previous positive efforts of
Councilman Silvestri, and spoke about the previous Chapter 48 benefits vote. Pat Bielcik congratulated the new
and returning Councilpersons and asked that Council explain their votes on business items which impact the
voter. Ed Bielcik spoke about previous negative comments made towards Councilman Silvestri and apologized
for his outburst.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2022-001: Salary and Wage Ranges
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-001: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-001 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of January 27, 2022.




CONSENT AGENDA

RESOLUTION #

TITLE

Resolution - 003 - 2022

Updated Boards and Committees

Resolution - 004 - 2022

Council Meeting Dates - 2022

Resolution - 005 - 2022

Borough Newspapers

Resolution - 006 - 2022

Tax and Utility Delinquencies

Resolution - 007 - 2022

Cancel Small Balances

Resolution - 008 - 2022

Tax Appeals

Resolution - 009 - 2022

Depositories and Cash Management Plan

Resolution - 010 - 2022

Pay to Play — Non-Fair and Open Process For Professional Contracts

Resolution - 011 - 2022

Signatures on Checks

Resolution - 012 - 2022

General Borough Appointments

Resolution - 013 - 2022

Council Committee Assignments

Resolution - 014 - 2022

Adopt Personnel Policy — Cyber Security Policy — Social Media Policy

Resolution - 015 - 2022

Animal Control

Resolution - 016 - 2022

Utility Rates

Resolution - 017 - 2022

OPRA Hours

Resolution - 018 - 2022

Authorization to Bid

Resolution - 019 - 2022

Authorize Purchases from Memberships

Resolution - 020 - 2022

Authorizing Professional Memberships

Resolution - 021 - 2022

Adopt Green Purchasing Policy

Resolution - 022 - 2022

Dog License Date and Fees

Resolution - 023 - 2022

Duplicate Tax Certificate

Resolution - 024 - 2022

Newsletter Rates

Resolution - 025 - 2022

Soil Witness Fees — PERC

Resolution - 026 - 2022

Police Rules and Regulations

Resolution - 027 - 2022

High Bridge JIF Commissioner

Resolution - 028 - 2022

Electronics Recycling Event and Borough Clean Up Day

Resolution - 029 - 2022

Appointment of Risk Manager

Resolution - 030 - 2022

Join Morris County Co-op

Resolution - 031 - 2022

Municipal Alliance

Resolution - 032 - 2022

Golf Rates

Resolution - 033 - 2022

Authorization to Advertise for Police Department Staff

Resolution - 034 - 2022

Grant Authorization

Resolution - 035 - 2022

Volunteer Tuition Credit Program

Resolution - 036 - 2022 | Recycling Grant
Resolution - 037 - 2022 | Annual Tree Board
Resolution - 038 - 2022 | NJ Wildlife

Resolution - 039 - 2022

Tree City Re-certification

Resolution - 040 - 2022

Support Water Conservation

Resolution - 041 - 2022

Apply for Wildlife Habitat Community Re-certification

Resolution - 042 - 2022

Anti-idling

Resolution - 043 - 2022

Nassau Road 2022 Wildlife Protection Resolution

Resolution - 044 - 2022

Electronic Tax Sale

Resolution - 045 - 2022

Veterans Tax Exemption Policy

Resolution - 046 - 2022

Authorization to advertise — Department of Public Works

Resolution - 047 - 2022

Certification of compliance — Civil Rights

Resolution - 048 - 2022

Fee Schedule for Planning Board / Board of Adjustment

Resolution - 049 - 2022

Extension of 0% Utility Interest

Resolution - 050 - 2022

Readoption of Shared Services Agreement — Zoning Officer

Resolution - 051 - 2022

Deputy Registrar Appointment

Resolution - 052 - 2022

Committee Signage Approval Process

Resolution - 053 - 2022

Resolution to Join the Statewide Insurance Fund

Resolution - 054 - 2022

Approve Making Application for Sustainable NJ PSE&G Grant

Resolution - 055 - 2022

Historical Committee Borough Events 2022




Resolution - 056 - 2022 | Municipal Court Appointment of Judge Eric Perkins
Resolution - 057 - 2022 | Companion Animals

Resolution - 058 — 2022 | Appointment of Annual Assessment Officer
Resolution - 059 — 2022 | Historical Committee Fees

Resolution - 060 - 2022 | Social Media Appointments and Updates

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 005-2022 through Resolution 012-2022, Resolutions 014-2022
through Resolutions 015-2022, and Resolutions 017-2022 through Resolution 060-2022: Strange / Ferry

Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 003-2022 — Updated Boards and Committees

Councilman Strange stated that there are a significant number of vacant committee seats. Councilwoman Ferry
spoke about retaining two people for the Special Events Committee. Discussion ensued about how the Special
Events Committee can operate and possible future plans for the Committee.

Resolution 004-2022 - Council Meeting Dates — 2022

Discussion ensued about the clarification that the remainder of the meetings being Zoom meetings until further
advertised.

Resolution 013-2022 - Council Committee Assignments

No discussion.

Resolution 016-2022 — Utility Rates

Councilman Schwartz asked about utility rate increases and how these were determined. Administrator Fleming
stated that it is based on the rate charged to us by the Town of Clinton. Discussion ensued about the review of the
budget, other meter charges included on this resolution, and charges for meters.

Motion to approve Resolutions 003-2022, Resolution 004-2022, Resolution 013-2022, and Resolution 016-2022:
Moore / Hughes

Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes votes except for
Resolution 004-2022 in which the vote is no ;

Motion passes: 6 yes votes for all Resolutions except Resolution 004-2022 which passes with five yes votes and
one no vote

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Karyn Gove asked for clarification of the sewer rate charges. Discussion ensued about total sewage flow affecting rates. Sally
Ward stated that she is sad that we are going to Zoom meetings but glad no one will be at risk. Andrew Schneider asked for
corrections on the spelling of two names on the Committee resolution.

COMMUNICATIONS
A. Police Department Rules and Regulations

BILL LIST
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $343.969.24
Motion to approve bill list: Moore / Ferry
Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes
Motion passes: 6 yes - Councilman Strange abstains from any PaintOut sales items.

ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS
Motion to adjourn: Moore / Strange
Roll call vote: Ferry, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Moore, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes
Motion passes: 6 yes - Meeting adjourns at 8:09 p.m.
Next Council Meeting: January 13, 2022 - 7:30 pm — Via Zoom link posted on www.highbridge.org

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



