Ways to Control the Spread Plant a Tree japanese Knotweed
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¢ Due to the aggressive nature of knotweed,
herbicides (glyphosate) are generally needed Resources:
for lasting control/ eradication especially for Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team:
larger infestations. https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pdfs/FS_jaknotweed.pdf
. . New York Invasive Species:
¢ Depending on the size of the patch, a cut stem http://www.nyis.info/wp-
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app ICation or foliar app Ication o g yp osate ht?g:/v/v\fv?nlw.lr?&ios?iB?’g/s()ezaos 07|7knotweed-biocontrol-released-in-nys/
may be used National Park Service:
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e Early Autumn appllc‘atilon of herbicide is Japanese Knotweed Solutions
recommended as this is when the energy of ksl.com/japanese-knotweed-fag-page
. . . . New York Invasive Species Research Institute
the plant is directed to its rhizomes http://www.nyisri.org/resources/best-management-practice-guides-2/
i ici USDA Forest Service
° BEfOFE using any herbICIde' Please consult https://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/forb/polspp/all.html#MANAGEME
with an expert source for the most up-to- NT%20CONSIDERATIONS
. NJDEP: NJ Invasive Speices Council:
date ecological control methods. Proper use nj.gov/dep/njisc/factsheets/j_knotweed.pdf
of herbicide is essential for Safety and to With Special Thanks to Mike Van Clef of the FoHVOS Invasive Species Strike Team
minimize environmental impact.
¢ (Cut stem fragments can resprout. All Plant
debris needs to be bagged and ideally left in }B
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It is important to get expert advise when ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

dealing with knotweed. For more info, find us on Facebook
"High Bridge Environmental Commission"

DO NOT COMPOST or check our website
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projects/environmental-commission/
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http://www.nyis.info/wp-content/uploads/files/Japanese%20knotweed%20factsheet_NYIS-INFO.pdf

Family: Polygonum

Perennial

3-8+ ft tall

Flowers: spikes of small
white-green

Blooms: Aug-Sept

Stem: "bamboo-Llike" red
when first emerging, green
with reddish spots when
mature

Leaves: shield/shovel
shaped

Young shoots look

like asparagus

Young shoots, photo (c) Getty Images

A History

Originally from Eastern Asia and brought
over to America in the late 1800s as an
exotic ornamental plant.

Japanese Knotweed quickly spread and
can now be found in 42 states.

A Tenacious Spreader

This hardy fast-growing plant has
various ways to spread. Through seeds
(flowering in August-September), stem
fragments that propogate, and through
its root system of rhizomes. It can grow
nearly anywhere but prefers moist,
sunny areas: Riverbanks, roadsides,
yards, and parks.

Knotweed has even been known to
grow through cracks in masonry
foundations.

Invasive and All-Consuming

Because of its volume and density,
knotweed creates a hostile environment
to birds, wildlife, and plants. It releases
biochemicals into the ground making it
difficult for other plants to survive. Birds
can't live in it. Deer won't eat it. Itis listed
one of the 100 worst invasive species by
the World Conservation Union.

Natural Predators

In Asia, knotweed is kept in check due to over 186
species of plant eating insects and 40 species of
fungi not present in the US.

Research on the use of natural predators to
manage knotweed has been done in the UK and
the Netherlands. In 2020 the USDA approved the
use of the knotweed psyllid, a sap-sucking insect
from Japan. The effectiveness of the program
will continue to be evaluated.

Rising From Ashes

Japanese Knotweed is one of the first plants to
grow from volcanic lava and ash. In fact, the
original cutting brought to the Netherlands by
Phillip Frantz Von Siebold was found at a
volcano in Japan. The root systems can survive
fires and re-sprout in time.
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