A Brief History

Introduced in 1875 to replace it's American
and European relatives after they fell
victim to wheat rust, Japanese barberry
quickly took a foothold in our wooded
landscape. Originally brought in for use in
dyes and jams, landscapers and gardeners
began planting barberry as an ornamental
plant.

Shop Smart

Because of its hardy nature and near year
round color, Japanese Barberry has
become a popular landscaping plant. Keep
an eye out when shopping at your favorite
nursery and avoid planting barberry and
its cultivars.

Ask for native alternatives such as:
Winterberry Holly (Ilex verticallata),
Bayberry (Morella pensylvanica)

New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus)
Virginia Sweetspire (Itea Virginica)

Report It

Download the
"EDDMapS"

app to report
invasive species
in your area

Remember to select NJ from the dropdown menu

EDDRERE

find - map -track
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HIGH BRIDGE

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

For more info, find us on Facebook
"High Bridge Environmental Commission"
or check our website
https:/lhighbridge.org/lcommittees-
projects/environmental-commission/




Description:

v, b’ o Ta.
hoff, uConn Bujf@eﬁ»ﬁ%g}« \
e B i

- AN

¥

A

Deciduous shrub that grows in thickets
with arching branches

2-6ft tall

Flowers: small pale yellow dangling
flowers with 6 & 6 petals in clusters
of 2-4 blossoms

Blooms: April-May

Stem: thorny branches with bright
yellow inner

Fruit: small bright red oval-shaped
berries

Leaves: small spoon shaped leaves
with smooth edges, grow clustered
along the stem, turn red in the fall

Problems

Barberry became a popular plant for
landscapers and homeowners because
deer don't eat it. Because of this, Japanese
barberry grows wild in the understories of
our forests where deer prefer to eat the
native plants and young trees resulting in
the loss of local ecosystem biodiversity.
It's dense thorny thickets create an
obstacle for hikers and homeowners and
invite unwanted pests.

Tick Magnet & Lyme Disease Link

Studies have shown that barberry creates an
ideal humid climate for deer ticks and their
larval host, the white footed deer mouse. In
areas with higher populations of barberry
present, scientists found 12 times more ticks
carrying lyme-disease and other tick-born
diseases. Removal and management of
barberry can significantly reduce tick
populations and reduce Lyme disease risk.
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Control Methods
Prevent Seed Dispersal

Mechanical

e Hand Pulling and digging up the whole
plant, especially the younger shoots is
an effective way of preventing
infestations. Barberry has a shallow
root system. Make sure to wear
protective gloves to protect your skin
from the barbs.

e Cutting and mowing is helpfulin
preventing seed production and
dispersal but will not eradicate the
plant.

e Besttimeto pullis spring or early in the
season before flowers and seeds set

¢ Mechanical methods will require routine
follow up to prevent re-sprouting

Chemical

e This solution is better suited for large
infestations of barberry where native
plant life has been pushed out

e Late fall treatment of barberry with
herbicide is recommended for minimal
damage to native plants

e Cut stump method is the safest way to
contain herbicide to only the barberry
(see "Japanese Barberry Control
Methods" CT)

¢ Herbicide treatment should be done

by a certified pesticide

applicator to minimize
ecological damage




