WHERE TO LOCATE SMOKE ALARMS:

Effective January 1, 2019, single station battery only smoke alarms must be the 10 year
sealed battery type. Smoke alarms are to be located on every level of a residence,

(basement, first floor, second floor) excluding crawl spaces and unfinished attics, and in
every separate sleeping area, between sleeping areas and living areas. In homes with only
one sleeping area on one floor, an alarm is to be placed in the hallway outside the bedroom.
In homes with two or more separate sleeping areas, two alarms may be required, outside each
sleeping area. In multi-level homes, alarms are to be located outside sleeping areas at
every finished level of the home. Basement level alarms are to be located in close proximity
to the bottom of the basement stairwell.

WHERE NOT TO LOCATE SMOKE ALARMS:

To avoid false alarms and/or improper operation, avoid installation of alarms in the
following areas:
Kitchen, Attic or Garage — conditions present may cause nuisance activations.
Within 5 feet of Bathrooms -excessive steam from a shower may cause a nuisance alarm.
Within 3 feet of forced air ducts used for heating or air conditioning or the tip of a
fan blade - air movement may prevent smoke from reaching the alarm device.
Near furnaces of any type - air and dust movement and normal combustion products may
cause a nuisance alarm.
The peak of an “A” frame type of ceiling - “Dead Air” at the top may prevent smoke from
reaching the detector. Install along the ceiling approximately 6-30 inches
measured vertically down from the peak

Smoke Alarms:

Any existing electrical type smoke alarms must remain in place and be operational. If the alarm device also has a
battery backup feature, it too must be operational. If these devices are the type that are interconnected (when one activates
they all activate) then this feature must be working correctly. Where there are no smoke alarms present, battery-operated
devices may be installed. Effective January 1, 2019, single station battery only smoke alarms must be the 10 year sealed
battery type.

Smoke alarms are required on each floor level in the area of the bottom of the stairs leading up to the floor above.
The idea is to detect the smoke BEFORE it starts ascending to the floor above. These devices are best located on a ceiling
however are allowed to be located within 12 inches of the ceiling on a wall. They are not to be located in a kitchen, attic,
garage, within 5 feet of a bathroom door or within 3 feet of the tip of a fan blade. Please follow the installation directions for
the proper installation and location of these lifesaving smoke alarms.

Carbon Monoxide Alarms:

These alarms are required only when there are ANY fuel fired appliances present (range, furnace, water heater, gas
fireplace, gas dryer, etc.) in the dwelling OR when there is an attached garage. The alarms may be battery operated, plug in
style or electric. The location must be within 10 feet of ALL sleeping rooms. The best location is on the ceiling but they may
be installed on walls. Follow the manufacturer’s installation directions regarding the proper placement on a wall or ceiling.

Fire Extinguisher:

The minimum size is designated by how much fire the extinguisher is able to put out. The law requires that there be a
current ABC type fire extinguisher mounted within 10 feet of the kitchen area along the exit path and not weighing more then
10 pounds. The minimum size must be a 2A10BC. ALL of the letters (A, B & C) must be on the label. Additionally, the
extinguisher must be readily accessible is not permitted to be obstructed from view. This means not placed in a closet, in a
cabinet, behind a door, or in the garage. The maximum mounting height is 5 feet above the floor measured to the handle of
the extinguisher. The extinguisher must have been serviced within the past 12 months OR be new (evidenced by a sales
receipt available at the time of inspection).

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SMOKE ALARM PLACEMENT:

For further information about alarm placement, consult the National Fire Protection Association’s Standard #72, entitled
“National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code”, chapter 29. This publication may be obtained by contacting the Publication Sales
Department, National Fire Protection Association, Battery Park, Quincy, MA. 02269.
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