
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: February 24, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Zoom Meeting 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER 
Presiding Officer calls meeting to order and states: “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of 2022 meeting dates 
was published in the Easton Express times and the Star Ledger on January 6, 2022, and posted on the bulletin board at 
Borough Hall. Action may now be taken.” 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present    
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present 
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty-two 
members of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE 

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 02/10/2022 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the February 10, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Graham 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the February 10, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Erin Delgado read a letter to Mayor and Council from the High Bridge Board of Education pertaining to concerns 
with cannabis in the Borough. Mike Gronsky asked about the cannabis Ordinances, locations for intended 
businesses, and stated his disapproval for cannabis businesses in the Borough. Mayor and Council clarified 
possible locations for cannabis businesses on Main Street. Leah Epstein discussed her support for cannabis in 
High Bridge, asked about the CAP bank Ordinance and the budget. Mayor Lee, Administrator Fleming, and 
Attorney Goodman discussed how a CAP bank is commonly utilized by municipalities. Mayor Lee stated there is 
0% tax increase to the High Bridge residents municipally. Sally Ward stated her support for the CAP bank 
Ordinance, concern with annual school tax increases, support for educating children about cannabis. Linda 
DeMarzo stated her support for cannabis and asked all to keep an open mind. Councilman Alan Schwartz clarified 
the difference between the amount to be raised by taxes, which has increased due to increased assessed valuation 
and a property coming off the abatement program, and the tax rate which is remaining the same. Laura Bonner 
spoke about issues with the peddler’s permit, asked Council to vacate the Ordinance, and spoke about holding a 
farmer’s market. Mayor Lee stated more discussion is needed on this item. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2022-004:  Amending Chapter 145 - "Land Use And Development", Article Vi, 
"Administration; Procedures; Development Applications." 

Motion to table the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-004 to allow for Planning Board review: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2022-007:  Amending Ch. 261-5 – Disorderly conduct 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-007: Strange / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
 
 



Mayor Lee stated the intent to remove the section from the code which does not allow tents or structures. 
Councilman Strange stated that this is in effect for all areas. 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-007: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-007: Strange / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET 

A. Resolution 074-2022 - Budget introduction - Public hearing on March 31, 2022 
Motion to approve Resolution 074-2022: Strange / Hughes 
Councilman Strange and Attorney Goodman spoke about how the budget may be altered in the public hearing if 
necessary. Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2022-008: Amend Ch. 145 – Cannabis Retail Business 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-008: Ferry / Hughes 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-008 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 17, 2022. 
B. Ordinance 2022-009: Open Container and Public Consumption of Alcohol 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-009: Hughes / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-009 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 17, 2022. 
C. Ordinance 2022-010: Cap Bank 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-010: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-010 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of March 17, 2022. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 075 - 2022 Approval to Advertise For Summer Recreation Positions 
Resolution - 076 - 2022 Approve Making Application For Hunterdon County Historic Preservation Grant 
Resolution - 077 - 2022 Approve Making Application for Sustainable NJ PSE&G Grant - $2,000 
Resolution - 078 - 2022 Approve Making Application for Sustainable NJ PSE&G Grant - $20,000 
Resolution - 079 - 2022 Authorizing A Loan Application To The N.J. D.E.P. And The New Jersey 

Infrastructure Bank For Bunnvale Well Upgrades 
Resolution - 080 - 2022 Award Of Contract To Indigo Sports, LLC For Food And Beverage Concession 

For The High Bridge Hills Golf Course 
Resolution - 081 - 2022 Commons Natural Recycling Dates 
Resolution - 082 - 2022 Council Committee Assignments Updated 
Resolution - 083 - 2022 Grounds for Arts Team 
Resolution - 084 - 2022 LOSAP Award 
Resolution - 085 - 2022 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 086 - 2022 Utility Adjustment 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Ferry 



Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS / GOALS 

Councilman Graham 
Spoke about attending the Golf Committee meeting, 2021 being the best year on record, discussed bunker 
alterations, and planning for 2023 season. Also spoke about the annual debt statement and annual financial 
statement being filed with the State, the budget being introduced with a flat tax rate with an intended March 31st 
public hearing date, property tax reimbursement forms being made available, the interest moratorium is in effect, 
and assistance to renters. 
Councilwoman Ferry 
Spoke about the work of the Historical Committee with Solitude House, the Solitude House porch repair progress 
with grant funds and other repair efforts, planned events, fundraising efforts, painting and remodeling of the 
second floor of the Solitude House, archiving of items, rental availability of the Solitude House. Spoke about the 
Economic Development Committee meeting coming up this week. 
Councilman Schwartz 
Attended the Board of Education meeting, provided information to Mayor and Council. Stated that his goals are to 
be a good liaison between the two boards. 
Councilman Silvestri 
Spoke about taking the utility tour with the DPW, salting, plowing, and repairs of the roads and the water system, 
Christmas trees were collected, mulch fill available from the DPW, the DPW does not accept waste oil from 
residents, leaf pickup has been completed except for brown bagged leaves, DPW has begun blacktopping, Nelson 
Tree Service is trimming trees, and commons recycling dates will be posted. Stated that his goals are to address a 
deficit in DPW manpower, developing a step program to educate and guide people into the DPW, and fleet 
management goals. 
Councilman Strange 
Spoke about the Recreation Committee meeting, swearing in of members. Spoke about tentative goals such as 
working with the HBBA on the dog park, work needed at the Commons areas, looking into finding volunteer tree 
services, Marty's Reliable Cycles opening in the Borough and doing a safe cycling event, and discussions of 
planning an HBAR event. Spoke about the Events Committee meeting, swearing in of members, amending 
structure of the committee, discussion of the sponsorship packet, replacement of equipment, and applying for an 
AARP grant to improve the stage area. 
Councilwoman Hughes 
Spoke about the optical academy event. Spoke about the goals of the Environmental Committee including hosting 
the rabies clinic, continuing working as the shelter coordinator, working on brochures, taking care of planters on 
Main St., weeding of gardens, maintaining habitat projects, supporting Commons connector grant project, pick-up 
litter program, areas for planting new trees, build up historic tree inventory with markers, tree city recertification, 
Raritan River cleanup day, Sustainable New Jersey status, electronics recycling and paper shredding event 
planning, and monitoring recycling and trash pickup programs. 
Administrator Fleming 
Spoke about filing of financial, debt statement, budget work, newsletter preparations, Elizabethtown gas line 
opportunities for residents, and the budget presentation on March 31st. 
Mayor Michele Lee 
Mayor Lee spoke about presenting Chief Jeff Smith a Longevity Award for 40 years of service, Cannabis Town 
Hall event was successful, Finance Committee met to review the budget, meeting of the 78/22 Coalition 
objectives, and having a new representative with JCP&L. Goals include having a newsletter article ready and the 
sale of 100 West Main street. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Sally Ward stated the meeting has been good and thanked the DPW for efforts with the coming snow and ice as 
well as past work. Mayor Lee stated that the water main break area is still under a boil water advisory and that the 
Borough will be back to meetings in person. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 



A. COVID-19 Ratepayer Relief Notice in Spanish 
B. COVID-19 Ratepayer Relief Notice in English  
C. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
D. Cannabis Letter to Mayor and Council 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $606,530.38 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Graham 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Motion to adjourn: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: March 17, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


