
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: March 17, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER 
Presiding Officer calls meeting to order and states: “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of 2022 meeting dates 
was published in the Easton Express times and the Hunterdon Democrat on February 17, 2022, and posted on the bulletin 
board at Borough Hall. Action may now be taken.” 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty one members of 
the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE 

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 02/24/2022 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the February 24, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve the February 24, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PROCLAMATION: 

A. Proclamation 001-2022 – A Proclamation In Support Of The People Of Ukraine – Read by 
Councilwoman Ferry 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Colleen Hann, representing the Women For High Bridge, spoke about working with events in the Borough, permit 
processes, and amending the Borough event resolution. Sally Ward thanked Councilwoman Ferry for her reading 
of the Proclamation, spoke about school budgets and attending a school board meeting, and about school 
curriculum goals. Laura Bonner/Rodriguez-Chavez spoke about reasons for requesting changes to farmer’s 
markets and solicitation Ordinances and permitting fees. Christina Whited spoke about requesting involvement 
and amendments to the farmer’s market and solicitation Ordinances. Karyn Gove spoke about the Easter Egg hunt 
event not being on the agenda. Councilman Strange stated that there is a meeting to discuss this soon and spoke 
about the procedure which may be utilized. Pablo Delgado asked Council to consider repairs being done by 
volunteers on the infield area on a sports field. Kim Ferrier stated she is excited about High Bridge and the 
Grounds For Arts project, stated her support for the businesses and considering changes for the ability for people 
to sell wares. Pia Krisjanesen thanked the Council and Borough staff for efforts with green team, asked for 
amendments to Borough permits for residents. Mayor Lee spoke about working on Borough events and discussing 
changes in the future. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2022-004:  Amending Chapter 145 - "Land Use And Development", Article Vi, 
"Administration; Procedures; Development Applications." 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Sally Ward stated her support for this Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-004: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-004: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2022-008:  Amend Ch. 145 – Cannabis Retail Business 
Attorney Goodman spoke about comments from the Planning Board on this Ordinance and how they may be 
handled by Council. Discussion by Council ensued about the comments of keeping, amending, or removing the 
drug free school zone buffer from this Ordinance, where the measuring of the zone begins and ends, how a public 
hearing may be handled at the next Council meeting. 
Motion to amend Ordinance 2022-008 to approve the recommendations of the Planning Board and amend the 
Ordinance to incorporate the recommendations: Strange/Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
C. Ordinance 2022-009:  Open Container and Public Consumption of Alcohol 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-009: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Discussion by Council ensued about the intent of the Ordinance. Sally Ward stated she supports this Ordinance. 
Laura Bonner asked for clarification about how the Ordinance may operate and stated the Ordinance should be 
clearly written. Discussion of the Ordinance specifics ensued. Karyn Gove and Council discussed how the use of 
an open container area would be utilized. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-009: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-009:  
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
D. Ordinance 2022-010:  CAP Bank 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-010: Graham / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-010:  
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-010:  
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 087 - 2022 Application for NJ Historic Trust Grant 
Resolution - 088 - 2022 Appropriation Reserve Transfers 
Resolution - 089 - 2022 Updated Borough Events 
Resolution - 090 - 2022 Approve Cooperative Pricing System Agreement 
Resolution - 091 - 2022 Approve Making Application For AARP Grant 
Resolution - 092 - 2022 Approve Vendor Contract - LIHWAP 
Resolution - 093 - 2022 Award of Contract - Accuscan 
Resolution - 094 - 2022 Award of Contract – River Road Phase II 
Resolution - 095 - 2022 Commons Natural Recycling Date Amendment 
Resolution - 096 - 2022 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 097 - 2022 Social Media Appointments and Updates 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 



Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to remove Resolution 097-2022 from the agenda for discussion: Graham / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Discussion by Council ensued about adding Lynn Copeland to administer the Events Committee Facebook page. 
Motion to amend Resolution 097-2022 to approve Lynn Copeland to be an administrator of the Concert Series 
Facebook page subject to Administrator Fleming verifying that there is no limitations by policy: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve Resolution 097-2022 as amended: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Discussion ensued about the correction of a Borough event set of dates. Sally Ward spoke about the opening of 
the Green Grocer on Main Street. Christina Whited stated that The Yard Tacos are great and people should go 
there. Pablo Delgado stated his understanding of the Planning Board vote concerning the cannabis Ordinance. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

A. February Zoning Report 
B. Notice of Hearing Concerning Proposed Increase - Municipal Solid Waste Tipping Fee. 
C. Planning Board Consistency Review Letter - Ordinance 2022-004 
D. Planning Board Consistency Review Letter - Ordinance 2022-008 
E. Hunterdon County Mosquito and Black Fly Pesticide Control Letters 
F. Utility Interest Moratorium Ends March 15 – Letter in English 
G. Utility Interest Moratorium Ends March 15 – Letter in Spanish 
 
BILL LIST 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $512,591.22 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Graham 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS 

Mayor Lee stated there are great businesses coming to Main Street. 
Motion to adjourn: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: March 31, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


