BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: May 26, 2022 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Schwartz present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Graham  present Councilman Silvestri  present
Councilwoman Hughes present Councilman Strange  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and eight
members of the public and press.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 05/12/2022
Motion to dispense with the reading of the May 12, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to approve the May 12, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
A. Ordinance 2022-021: Bunnvale Well
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-021: Strange / Silvestri
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-021: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-021: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
B. Ordinance 2022-022: Water Main Replacements
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-022: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-022: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-022: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2022-023: HVAC — Police Department

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-023: Strange / Ferry



Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-023 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 9, 2022.

CONSENT AGENDA
RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 139 - 2022 | Refund — Psychic Soiree
Resolution - 140 - 2022 | Amend Open Container Borough Event
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilman Graham — Golf/Finance
Graham spoke about attending the Golf Committee meeting, status of golf course improvements, statistics of the
golf course, coming events, and the hard work of the Golf Committee. Spoke about the audit finishing and setting
up a utility payment plan if needed.
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Economic Development
Ferry spoke about the advertising for bids to fix the Solitude House porch, thanked the DPW for their hard work
at the Solitude House, success of Solitude House events with involvement with local businesses, continued efforts
of fundraising for the Solitude House, thanks for volunteer efforts at the Solitude House, continued cleaning up of
the Solitude House grounds, and thanks to those businesses supporting such efforts.
Councilman Schwartz — Education
Schwartz spoke about attending a Board of Education meeting and the request for the need of school board
members.
Councilman Silvestri — Dept. of Public Works / Engineering
Silvestri spoke about the DPW's completion of brush pickup, brush pickup, Commons natural recycling opening,
catch basins repairs, potholes, don't flush wipes, water meters, meter changes and gas changes.
Councilman Strange — Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Emergency Services
Strange spoke about Police Department training completed and statistics, soap box derby logistics, the Borough
yard sale, concerts, and a concern about the stage repairs. Spoke about the Recreation Committee trail signs,
erosion on a trail, softball field bases being installed, gravel grinder event, the Springside management plan being
finalized with inclusion of e-bike information, and the HBAR (High Bridge Adventure Race) is returning this
year.
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling
Hughes spoke about monitoring the Columbia Trail drainage ditch erosion, the Commons connector project going
out to bid again, electronics recycling event statistics, the DPW tree replacement at the mini-park, Main Street
planters being completed on Main Street, and upcoming events.
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report
Administrator Fleming spoke about the public hearing and adoption of the Bunnvale well project, seeking the
NIJIB financing for this project, cost savings for the HVAC unit at the Police Station, meeting with groups
affected by alleyways, and Elizabethtown Gas installations moving forward.
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services
Mayor Lee spoke about the new cycle shop coming to High Bridge, attending the Mayor's Conference in Atlantic
City, saying goodbye to Director Rick Roll, being short staffed with the Department of Public Works, Memorial
Day event this weekend, and the Fire Department music fest coming soon.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON: NONE
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

COMMUNICATIONS
A. Monthly tax and finance reports
B. Utility Interest Payment Plan — Letter — English
C. Utility Interest Payment Plan — Letter — Spanish



BILL LIST
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $219.486.67
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Hughes
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

ADJOURNMENT: PRESIDING OFFICER ASKS IF THERE IS ANY FURTHER BUSINESS
Councilman Schwartz asked if the Finance Committee has set up a meeting and if it will be soon. Mayor Lee
responded that it will be next week. Discussion of meeting process ensued.

Motion to adjourn: Graham / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: June 9, 2022 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



