
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Date: June 23, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and eleven members of the 
public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the June 9, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Graham 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 

Motion to approve the June 9, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Gordon Marx of 11 Hillcrest Lane spoke on behalf of the Golf Committee about projects which need repair work 
and asked Council to reconsider a redevelopment plan for the barn at the golf course. Sally Ward stated she 
supports the idea of reexamining the golf course redevelopment plan. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2022-028:  Purchase of Fire Department Chevrolet Tahoe 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-028: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-028: Strange / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-028: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2022-029:  Purchase of Truck Body 1 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-029: Graham / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-029: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-029: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
C. Ordinance 2022-030:  Purchase of Truck Body 2 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-030: Strange / Graham 



Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-030: Silvestri / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-030: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
D. Ordinance 2022-031:  Solitude House Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-031: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-031: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-031: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Certificate of Determination and Award 
B. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
C. Relief Measures for Residential Utility Customers Letter - English 
D. Relief Measures for Residential Utility Customers Letter – Spanish 
E. Resident letter 
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Consent Agenda 
 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 153 - 2022 Appointment of Full Time Seasonal Public Works Employee - Anthony Frezza 
Resolution - 154 - 2022 Appointment of Full Time Seasonal Public Works Employee - Manuel Lopez 
Resolution - 155 - 2022 Award of Contract – Bunnvale Well 
Resolution - 156 - 2022 Award of Contract – Water Main Improvements 
Resolution - 157 - 2022 Plenary License Approval – Mrs. Riley’s Publik House 
Resolution - 158 - 2022 Vital Document Refund 
Resolution - 159 - 2022 NJIB Financing 
Resolution - 160 - 2022 Plenary License Approval – Circa 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2022-032: Police Vehicle 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-032: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-032 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of July 21, 2022. 
 
 
 
B. Ordinance 2022-033: Amend Chapter 145 - Amend Area, Yard, and Building Requirements with Chart 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-033: Ferry / Graham 



Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-033 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of July 21, 2022. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS 

Councilman Graham – Golf/Finance 
Spoke about the bond anticipation note sale, tax bills mailed, and utility payment plans are available. Spoke about 
the Golf Committee meeting, golf repairs, upcoming events at the golf course, and maintenance around the 
course. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Economic Development 
Spoke about the work of the preservation subcommittee, bid review in progress, thanked DPW for their work for 
maintenance at the Solitude House, the Solitude House being available for events with local business 
involvement, new retail items for fundraising are available, the Tisco open market, work and cleaning of the 
Solitude House continuing, the success of the Father's Day open house, and a thank you for Christopher Graham 
for cooking. 
Councilman Schwartz – Education 
Asked about the Financial Committee meeting review of Chapter 48 benefits. Discussion ensued about the 
Finance Committee review of documents with financial professionals as well as rereviewing Chapter 48 benefit 
costs. Spoke about attending school graduations, gave best wishes for the graduating students, thanked the staff 
for their work, and spoke about the open School Board position. 
Councilman Silvestri – Dept. of Public Works / Engineering 
Spoke about the DPW concluding brush pick up, installing water meters, chipping, trimming trees, pothole 
repairs, checking for water main breaks, hydrant repairs, cleaning storm drains. Spoke about meeting with NJ 
transit about Cregar Road, contacting NJ Transit for bridge complaints, award of the Bunnvale well project and 
appointment of two temporary seasonal DPW. 
Councilman Strange – Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Emergency Services 
Spoke about the EMS report from January to May, the Police Department statistics for the month, Police trainings 
completed, the Police Department preparing to deploy new body-worn cameras, and the Ring neighborhood 
program. Chief Brett Bartman spoke about the Ring neighborhood program. Councilman Strange spoke about 
speed monitoring on East Main Street. Police Chief Bartman spoke about the speed monitoring statistics and 
deploying the speed counter. Councilman Strange spoke about the High Bridge Adventure Race happening again 
this year, pump track visitors, Springside work updates, upcoming events, and usage of a ground-based stage. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling 
Hughes spoke about the document shredding event this weekend, bear awareness, weeding around the Borough, 
thanked Kelly Baker's scout troop for their gazebo work, certification for a wildlife community, Woodland 
Wildlife event in Clinton, and addressing dead or dying tress in the Borough. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the Forrester beginning to make determinations, about grants available for 
taking trees down, conducting DPW interviews, the Bunnvale Well project financing and award, and HVAC for 
the PD continuing. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Mayor Lee spoke about having a successful soap box derby, the success of the Fire Department music festival, 
meeting with the 78/22 coalition of Mayors discussing home-based businesses, meeting to discuss school safety, 
passing a Resolution supporting the Energy Tax Receipts, swearing in of Jessica Gutsick Monday morning, 
having a Finance Committee meeting with professionals about benefits in High Bridge, spoke about the 
interaction of benefits with employees and employee retention. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: 

Attorney Barry Goodman spoke about reporting a worker’s compensation case, no litigation, and two appeals of 
pending OPRA denials. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $754,589.91 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Sally Ward spoke about being glad there are no major legal issues and thanked Mayor Lee for her work with past 
legal issues. Gordon Marx spoke about the golf course failing, stated that money needs to be put back into the 
course, and asked Council to revisit the Redevelopment plan. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING BOROUGH DOCUMENTS AND 
OPRA 

Resolution 161-2022 - Motion to move into executive session: Schwartz / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Action may now be taken. 
Motion to return to open session: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: July 21, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


