BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: July 21, 2022 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR

ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Schwartz present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Graham  present Councilman Silvestri  absent
Councilwoman Hughes present Councilman Strange  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty
members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/23/2022
Motion to dispense with the reading of the June 23, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/23/2022 REGULAR AND EXECUTIVE
Motion to approve the June 23, 2022, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent
Motion to approve the June 23, 2022, 2022 executive minutes: Hughes / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

VISITORS:
A. Introduction of New Police Officer — Mayor Lee introduced Officer Jessica Gutsick.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

CJ Heineman of 41 Mine Road spoke about a sink hole forming behind his home. Discussion with Council ensued
about steps which may be taken to remedy the sink hole.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
A. Ordinance 2022-024: Amend Chapter 145 - Amend Area, Yard, and Building Requirements
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-024: Strange / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-024: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-024: NO MOTION / NO SECOND

B. Ordinance 2022-025: Amend Chapter 145 - Amendments - Various

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-025: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Councilman Strange spoke about the purpose of the previous code. Mayor Lee spoke about the discussions
pertaining to the changes. Sally Ward spoke in favor of making these changes to make it easier for businesses.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-025: Hughes / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-025: Ferry / Strange




Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

C. Ordinance 2022-026: Amend Chapter 145 - Commercial Zone Updates

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-026: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Councilman Strange spoke about the inclusion of solar panel language.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-026: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-026: Strange / Ferry

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

D. Ordinance 2022-027: Amend Chapter 145 — ROM Zone Updates

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-027: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-027: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-027: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

E. Ordinance 2022-032: Police Vehicle

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-032: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-032: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-032: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

F. Ordinance 2022-033: Amend Chapter 145 - Amend Area, Yard, and Building Requirements with Chart
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-033: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-033: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-033: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports
B. Monthly Zoning Report - June

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:



A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION #

TITLE

Resolution - 162 - 2022

Approval of Fireman — Nicholas Recine

Resolution - 163 - 2022

Approval to Submit Grant Application - Dept. of Transportation - Various Streets

Resolution - 164 - 2022

Approve Making Application for Christopher Reeves Foundation Grant

Resolution - 165 - 2022

Authorize Girl Scout Troop Project

Resolution - 166 - 2022

Authorize Social Affair Permit and Event Code Exemptions — For High Bridge

Resolution - 167 - 2022

Chapter 159 — ARP Funds

Resolution - 168 - 2022

Extend Grace Period for 3™ Quarter Property Tax Payments

Resolution - 169 - 2022

Historical Committee Borough Events Updated 2022

Resolution - 170 - 2022

Opposing NJ Division of ABC Special Conditions For Brewery Licenses

Resolution - 171 - 2022

Rejection of Bids — Solitude Porch

Resolution - 172 - 2022

Approval to Submit Grant Application — Fire Department

Resolution - 173 - 2022

Award of Contract — Chevy Tahoe — Fire Department

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Ferry

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Councilman Strange abstained from Resolution 166-2022.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2022-034: Setting Construction Fees
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-034: Ferry / Graham
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-034 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of August 18, 2022.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS
Councilman Graham — Golf/Finance
Spoke about mailing tax bills at end of the month. Spoke about the golf meeting, spoke about golf course
statistics, work on the golf course repairs, successful Sekula Invitation event, the Resident's Day event hopefully
coming up.
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Economic Development
Spoke about the bid opening for the Solitude House porch, the Solitude House status and repairs, announced the
House is open for event rental, the TISCO Open Market event success, coming events and tickets being available
online, a call for framed artwork to display in the Solitude gallery, available t-shirts and photo booklets which
support the Solitude House, and work continuing to register the House on the State Register of Historical Places.
Councilman Schwartz — Education
Spoke about the Board of Education meeting schedule and announced an open Board of Education position if
anyone would like to join.
Councilman Silvestri — Dept. of Public Works / Engineering
No report at this time.
Councilman Strange — Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Emergency Services
Spoke about the Fire Department statistics and staff hours, the success of the music festival, and about fire safety.
Spoke about the hiring of Officer Gutsick, purchasing of a Police vehicle. Spoke about the Borough concert and
other coming events. Spoke about the Recreation Committee meeting, completing trail repairs, receiving trail
signs, maintenance of the monarch areas, maintenance needed at the dog park and bike park, the Girl Scout Troop
doing repairs of the gazebo, and the High Bridge Adventure Race.
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling
Spoke about the document shredding event, the Girl Scout Troop taking on the repairs of the gazebo at Union
Forge, the plastic bag recycling project contributing benches to the Borough, planter watering is ongoing, and
increasing the number of cans after the coming concert.
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report
Spoke about the Forester analyzing Borough trees, finishing sewer pump house renovations, watermain work
around the middle school began and should last three weeks, met with Elizabethtown Gas to have gas lines




available in that area, bids for the pump replacement at the golf course are going out, and the 2021 audit has been
completed. Councilman Schwartz asked about progress on the Cregar Road bridge. Admin Fleming stated that a
status update meeting may be happening soon but communication with the State is difficult.

Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services

Spoke about the Economic Development Committee meeting, home based business discussion, tax bills going out
next week with explanation, and the Hunterdon Games on August 20th in Union Twp.

LEGAL ISSUES:
Attorney Goodman spoke about litigation with the Borough involving The Forge management and Mrs. Riley's
Publik House.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $3,143.590.96
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about the concert sign not being up at the Commons and working to have recycling available
and support for the Christopher Reeve grant. Council Discussion ensued about how to be better prepared for this.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn: Strange / Graham
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, absent ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Next Council Meeting: August 18, 2022 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
]
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



