
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Date: October 13, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Councilwoman Hughes present  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Municipal Clerk Adam Young, and 
nine members of the public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/22/2022 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 22, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/22/2022 

Motion to approve the September 22, 2022 regular minutes: 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, abstain ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstain 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Mary Murdock thanked Clerk Young and the Department of Public Works for their responsiveness working to 
repair potholes quickly, asked about the Pooch Parade rain date, and thanked Council for their hard work. 
Councilman Strange confirmed the November 5th rain date. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2022-036:  Center Street Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-036: Schwartz / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-036: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-036: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2022-037:  Nassau Road Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-037: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Councilman Schwartz asked about sanitary or 
water upgrades. Councilman Silvestri spoke about having the services next to the road done at a later date. 
 
 
Sally Ward thanked the Mayor, Council, and professionals for their work on the roads. Mary Murdock asked 
about how this project is funded and thanked everyone for their efforts on road repairs. Bonnie spoke about the 
sources of funding. 



Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-037: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-037: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
C. Ordinance 2022-038:  Department of Public Works Equipment and Accessories 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-038: Ferry / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-038: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-038: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Zoning Report - September 
B. Notice of Proposed Membership Dues 
C. Solitude House Grant Letter 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

A. Resolution 189-2022 – Award of Contract – Golf Course Sewer Improvements 
Motion to un-table Resolution 189-2022: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve Resolution 189-2022: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Discussion – Correspondence to Borough Council 
Mayor Lee spoke about the correspondence received to Borough Council pertaining to a tree falling and causing 
damage during hurricane Ida, the filing of TORT claims which were denied, and a resident requesting 
reimbursement from the Borough which the Borough is not responsible for. Attorney Goodman spoke about the 
timing with the TORT claim, the expired timeframe for filing a lawsuit, the insurance carrier explanation as to 
why there it not a valid claim against the Borough, about the Borough not being responsible for these expenses, 
and encouraged the resident to speak to JCP&L about this issue. Council discussion ensued about the timeframe 
of the incidents, educating the public about circumstances and policies during emergencies, about not setting a 
precedent for the Borough, about the first responder's comments, possible protocols for JCP&L in these instances, 
and responsibility of the different parties involved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Consent Agenda 
 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 208 - 2022 Authorizing NJDOT Transportation Alternatives Grant Application 
Resolution - 209 - 2022 Borough Event – PaintOut Fees 
Resolution - 210 - 2022 Capital Budget Amendment 
Resolution - 211 - 2022 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 212 - 2022 Opposing the Increases to the State Health Benefits Program 
Resolution - 213 - 2022 Refund Outside Duty 
Resolution - 214 - 2022 Social Media Appointments and Updates 



Resolution - 215 - 2022 Updated Borough Events 
Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 208-2022 to Resolution 211-2022 and Resolution 213-2022 to 
Resolution 215-2022: Hughes / Strange 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Resolution 212-2022 
Councilman Schwartz spoke about the contents of the Resolution, about the Borough adopting Chapter 48 
benefits, the costs of Chapter 48 benefits, about voting to approve this Resolution and asked Mayor and Council 
to rescind Chapter 48 benefits. Councilwoman Hughes encouraged Council to adopt Resolution 212-2022. 
Motion to approve Resolution 212-2022: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2022-039: Amend Ch. 180-17, Permits and certificate of Fire Code status 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-039: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-039 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2022. 
 
B. Ordinance 2022-040: Sewer Pumps and Equipment 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-040: Hughes / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-040 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2022. 
 
C. Ordinance 2022-041: Backhoe 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-041: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-041 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 27, 2022. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $353,785.42 
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON: NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: October 27, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 



ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


