
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: September 22, 2022 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Councilwoman Hughes absent  Councilman Strange present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Municipal Clerk Adam Young and eleven 
members of the public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/08/2022 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 8, 2022 regular minutes: Strange / Graham 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/08/2022 

Motion to approve the September 8, 2022 regular minutes: Strange / Silvestri 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to approve the September 8, 2022 executive minutes: Strange / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinance 2022-035:  Golf Improvements 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-035: Strange / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee and Councilman Graham spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to purchase a sewage grinder for the 
golf course. Councilman Schwartz stated it is expensive but worth it. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-035: Graham / Schwartz 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-035: Strange / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Elizabethtown Gas Notice 
B. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 



Resolution - 201 - 2022 Amend Capital Budget 
Resolution - 202 - 2022 Approval of Grant Application – Streetscape and Wayfinding 
Resolution - 203 - 2022 Authorize Negotiation of Solitude House Side Porch Rehabilitation 
Resolution - 204 - 2022 Award of Contract – Sewer Pump House Roof 
Resolution - 205 - 2022 Cancel Capital Balances 
Resolution - 206 - 2022 Emergency Appropriation – McDonald Street Sewer Line 
Resolution - 207 - 2022 Readoption of Shard Service Agreement – Zoning Officer 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 

A. Ordinance 2022-036: Center Street Improvements 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-036: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-036 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 13, 2022. 
B. Ordinance 2022-037: Nassau Road Improvements 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-037: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-037 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 13, 2022. 
C. Ordinance 2022-038: Department of Public Works Equipment and Accessories 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2022-038: Strange / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2022-038 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 13, 2022. 
 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilman Graham – Golf/Finance 
Spoke about the virtual tax sale, the planning of the 2023 budget, meeting with the golf course architect pertaining 
to repairs, clearing debris, sewage grinder pump repair coming soon, golf statistics, the Resident Appreciation 
Day event details. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Economic Development 
Thanked those for assisting with the Solitude House events, Solitude House grounds rental options, Tisco Open 
Market event details, participation in Circa October Fest event, sales of merchandise to help Solitude House, an 
open house event. 
Councilman Schwartz – Education 
Spoke about the 2023 beginning of the school year for High Bridge students and staff and wished them all the 
best, about regular meetings and working session meetings of the Board of Education, about the Borough not 
providing snow plowing services this year to the schools due to a lack of DPW availability with a hope to have 
this service back in the future, a report pertaining to school regionalization and future meetings about this topic, 
regionalization study logistics and grants, and about Borough Administration and Council etiquette when 
communicating with the High Bridge Board of Education. 
Councilman Silvestri – Dept. of Public Works / Engineering 
Spoke about installation of gas mains starting on East Main Street and future gas installations planned in that area 
and in the Jenny Jump area, planned paving projects for the rest of the year, plans to meet with New Jersey 
Transit about the Cregar Road bridge, the Bunnvale well project starting in spring 2023, updates to water main 
replacement projects, no water main breaks last month, and meeting the new Director of Department of public 
Works. 
Councilman Strange – Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Emergency Services 



Spoke about August Police Department statistics, trainings by Police Department staff, community policing 
projects started including the blue envelope program and a program to assist with identification for children and 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities during an emergency situation, read the Fire Department 
statistics, read the July South Branch Emergency Services statistics, and about having a coin toss fund raiser. 
Spoke about the Recreation Committee discussing the responses received for the Springside Trail plan items, 
Halloweekend involvement, the Gravel Grinder bike event, spoke about changing Special Events logistics for 
event planning, Pooch Parade event, the PaintOut event details, Halloweekend event details, and Trick-Or-
Treating happening from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.. 
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling 
No report at this time. 
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Thanked Chief Bartman for his assistance updating the Borough's fuel system, calendar for removal of dead trees 
in the Borough, finishing up repairs at the sewer pump house, and the completion of the Borough newsletter. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about Mr. Metz starting as Director of the Department of Public Works, DPW work on the roads, attending 
the school board meetings, spoke about regionalization conversations happening in the future, spoke in support of 
the blue envelope program, attending the 100 West Main court date today with more to come as court continues, 
thanking former Council President Zappa for testifying, about working on the golf request for proposal and other 
golf projects. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $370,824.47 
Motion to approve bill list: Strange / Silvestri 

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Sally Ward spoke about Council doing great work in the Borough. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  

Motion to adjourn: Schwartz / Graham 
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, absent ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
Next Council Meeting: October 13, 2022 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 
 


