BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: October 27, 2022 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Schwartz present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Graham  present Councilman Silvestri  present
Councilwoman Hughes present Councilman Strange  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and fourteen members of
the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/13/2022

Motion to dispense with the reading of the October 13, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/13/2022

Motion to approve the October 13, 2022 regular minutes: Hughes / Ferry

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Doug Walker of Sylvan Road asked about receiving the Phoenix report related to Chapter 48 benefits, spoke about the
timing of the vote for Chapter 48 benefits as Council is finished deliberating, the appeal to the Government Records
Council, and asked if the G.R.C. has been notified of the vote being taken about Chapter 48 benefits. Attorney
Goodman spoke about deliberative process documents being an exception under O.P.R.A., the background of pending
G.R.C. appeals, and the timing of the response to the G.R.C. which Attorney Goodman confirmed show G.R.C. is
aware the vote was taken. Dennis Ferrere asked that people be made more aware of Borough business for transparency
and asked that communication with the residents be increased. Stephen Strange spoke about the history of
communications pertaining to the Town of Clinton lawsuit.
Sally Ward from Solitude voiced her concern about Mr. Walker's behavior during the public comments and spoke
about the communications of the Borough.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2022-039: Amend Ch. 180-17, Permits and certificate of Fire Code status
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-039: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-039: Hughes / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-039: Strange / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Ordinance 2022-040: Sewer Pumps and Equipment

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-040: Strange / Schwartz

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes




Councilman Schwartz asked how many pumps this Ordinance is for. Administrator Fleming spoke about that
being addressed in phase two and that this is for phase one.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-040: Hughes / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-040: Strange / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

C. Ordinance 2022-041: Backhoe

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-041: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2022-041: Ferry / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2022-041: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports

B. Lake Solitude Dam Formal Report — Councilman Silvestri spoke about the classification of the Solitude
dam, spoke about the dam report, and notes that the dam is safe.

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE

Resolution - 216 - 2022 | Appointment of Full-time Laborer

Resolution - 217 - 2022 | Award of Contract - Electronic Recycling Services

Resolution - 218 - 2022 | Award of Contract - Milling and Paving

Resolution - 219 - 2022 | Award of Contract - Security Cameras and Locks

Resolution - 220 - 2022 | Borough Hall Access Policy

Resolution - 221 - 2022 | Procedures for Administration and Inspection of Federal Aid Highway Projects

Resolution - 222 - 2022 | Selection of safe routes to school engineer - Phase 11

Resolution - 223 - 2022 | Termination of Probationary Laborer in the Department of Public Works

Resolution - 224 - 2022 | Updated Boards and Committees

Resolution - 225 - 2022 | Updated Borough Events

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Hughes / Ferry
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 217-2022 : Councilwoman Hughes asked to have the Environmental review this item. Councilman
Strange spoke about the terms being referenced to New York State law. Attorney Goodman spoke about
businesses writing contracts this way in general. Council discussion ensued about having more discussion about
this and involving Director Metz.

Motion to table Resolution 217-2022: Hughes / Ferry

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes




Resolution 220-2022 : Councilman Strange asked about existing Borough Hall access policy and spoke about
several items which may be clarified. Discussion by Mayor, Council, and Attorney Goodman ensued about
support to have a policy in place and clarification of some proposed policy items.

Motion to approve Resolution 220-2022: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Strange, no ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 no

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:
Councilman Graham — Golf/Finance
Spoke about the tax sale, added assessment bills being mailed, budget requests being due mid-November,
monthly golf statistics, successful golf events, and golf metrics.
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical / Economic Development
Spoke about receiving a grant for the Solitude House porch and continued restoration efforts, Solitude House and
grounds being available to rent with local food service involvement, Solitude House coming events, Committee
members attending collaborative events in other close municipalities, a call for volunteers to assist at the Solitude
House, and thanked everyone for donating candy for the candy collection.
Councilman Schwartz — Education
Spoke about the Board of Education meetings being held and a scheduled meeting about shared services with the
Borough pertaining to snow plowing and other shared services.
Councilman Silvestri — Dept. of Public Works / Engineering
Spoke about Nassau Road paving being postponed due to budget limitations, paving projects continuing, and
many D.P.W. projects which were completed.
Councilman Strange — Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Emergency Services
Spoke about Borough events for the remainder of the year, planning of future Borough events has begun,
Recreation Committee meeting soon to speak about tree and branch concerns, exploring future events, volunteer
opportunities being available, Fire Department statistics, Emergency Squad statistics and coin toss event, Police
statistics, new Police programs being implemented, and Police training completed.
Councilwoman Hughes - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling
Spoke about local free rabies clinics being available, cleaning up garbage and weeding in High Bridge, the
connector path project, thanked D.P.W. for their assistance with the project, the Environmental Commission
donating a red oak tree to the Borough for planting, the Girl Scout benches needing to be checked on, and
specifics with the future recycling projects.
Administrator Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report
Spoke about receiving high pricing for paving of schools and Nassau Road, St. Hubert's no longer providing
animal control services and gathering quotes, working on updating the vacant and abandoned property ordinances,
paving and water line projects ongoing, and the Toys for Tots box is open for the year.
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services
Attended the 78/22 meeting of Mayors which spoke about establishing home based business Ordinances,
reinvigorating the train trips in the Borough, attending the Hunterdon County Economic Development breakfast to
showcase a website featuring western New Jersey municipalities, thanked Officer Gutsick for her Policing efforts,
and recognized Mark Weatherbee’s poem.

LEGAL ISSUES:

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $2,923.537.88
Motion to approve bill list: Hughes / Strange

Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Dennis Ferrere stated that he loves High Bridge, that he has been respectful with his comments, and spoke about
the comments of other residents. Sally Ward spoke about her past comments, about artists in High Bridge, and



encouraged the arts in High Bridge. Colleen Conroy thanked D.P.W. for their assistance with the path project,
spoke about needing some signage, collecting candy wrappers after Halloween, aluminum cans, and cereal boxes
for food pantries at the schools. Veriah Hodges stated that Council is doing a good job and that the Borough is
doing well compared to other towns he has seen in his travels.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn: Graham / Strange
Roll call vote: Graham, yes ; Hughes, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Strange, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: November 10, 2022 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:

7 b :
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



