BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: January 26, 2023 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL
Councilman Doyle present Councilman Nowell  present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Schwartz present
Councilman Graham  present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and two
members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/12/2023

Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 12, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/10/2018 EXECUTIVE, 01/12/2023 REGULAR
Motion to approve the May 10, 2018 executive minutes: Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to approve the January 12, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON - NONE

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2023-001: Salary and Wage Ranges

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-001: Ferry / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-001: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-001: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE

Resolution - 071 - 2023 | Appointment of Animal Control Officer

Resolution - 072 - 2023 | Appointment of Construction Code Official and Sub-Code Officials

Resolution - 073 - 2023 | Updated Boards and Committees




Resolution - 074 - 2023 | Award of Contract — Animal Control Services

Resolution - 075 - 2023 | Award of Contract — Lead-Based Paint Inspection Services

Resolution - 076 - 2023 | Award of Contract — Occupational Health

Resolution - 077 - 2023 | Release of Executive Session Minutes

Resolution - 078 - 2023 | Council Committee Assignments Updated

Resolution - 079 - 2023 | Lead-Based Paint Inspection Fees

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolution 071-2023 through Resolution 077-2023 and Resolution 079-
2023: Doyle / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 078-2023: Councilman Silvestri spoke about Councilman Graham having many Committee
Assignments. Council discussed the differing workloads anticipated for different Committees overseen by
Councilman Graham, the intent of the Resolution as written, how assignments are assigned presently and how
assignments have been made in the past. Attorney Goodman spoke about how the appointments are typically
conducted.

Motion to approve Resolution 078-2023: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2023-002: Fire Hydrants

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-002: Silvestri / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-002 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 9, 2023.

B. Ordinance 2023-003: Golf Cart Facility and Pump Motor

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-003: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-003 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 9, 2023.

C. Ordinance 2023-004: Jenny Jump Water Mains

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-004: Ferry / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-004 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 23, 2023.

D. Ordinance 2023-005: Police Vehicle

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-005: Doyle / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-005 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 9, 2023.

E. Ordinance 2023-006: Water Meters and Equipment — Sewer

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-006: Ferry / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-006 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 9, 2023.

F. Ordinance 2023-007: Water Meters and Equipment — Water

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-007: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-007 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 9, 2023.




COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:
Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services
Councilman Doyle spoke about dates for the Economic Development Committee, read the Police statistics report,
spoke about awards received and promotions of Police Officers, read the Fire Department statistics report, spoke
about the High Bridge Fire Department response in Solitude Village, F.D. attendance in Borough holiday events,
and stated that there is no report for the Rescue Squad at this time.
Councilman Graham - Golf / Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance
Councilman Graham spoke about the Golf Committee meeting attended, golf revenue being up, installation of the
sewer grinder, future discussions about golf course repairs and maintenance. Spoke about meeting with the
Recreation Committee and discussion of having a bike race in the Borough. Spoke about meeting with the
Finance Committee, preparation of the budget, about submission of the debt statement, the percentage of net debt
to equalized valuation is down, documents sent to the auditors, utility billings completed, and assistance for utility
customers with contact to the Borough.
Councilman Nowell - Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling
Councilman Nowell spoke about meeting with the Environmental Commission, spoke about goals of the
Environmental Committee, and events planned for the Borough. Spoke about the Green Team meeting coming
up, about Mayor Lee's award as a Sustainable Hero, meeting with the Creative Team, and no report for the Health
Department.
Councilman Schwartz - Education
Schwartz spoke about attending the Board of Education reorganizational meeting, about who was voted on to the
Board, about the proposed shared services agreement, and Board of Education meeting dates.
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering
Silvestri spoke about goals of hiring more Dept. of Public Works employees, training new DPW workers,
establishing a more consistent schedule for maintenance of infrastructure, creating a plan for field maintenance,
and the initiation of two new recycling programs. Spoke about the DPW water main repairs completed, curb box
maintenance, water meter readings, garage cleaned, manhole inspections, sewer lateral repair, golf course pump
install, water basins being maintained, Christmas Tree pickup has been completed, Borough Animal Control
training in progress, pothole repairs, tree removals, and sewer laterals unclogged.
Councilwoman Ferry - Website / Newsletter / Historical
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about obtaining proposals for Solitude House porch maintenance, Solitude House and
grounds being available for mystery parties and private rentals, thanked those involved with the Solitude dog
calendar, about Solitude events completed and in the future, information is available on the High Bridge
Facebook page, planning a High Bridge cookbook for sale, and thanking all involved with restoration efforts in
the Borough.
Admin. Bonnie Fleming - Administrator’s Report
Bonnie Fleming spoke about closing out the old year, starting the new year items of business, the budget
introduction in February is planned, recreation grant applied for to the State, a possible Green Acres grant
opportunity, the Forestry Management grant work continuing,
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services
Mayor Lee spoke about meeting with Council in January and Borough events being planned.

LEGAL ISSUES:
Attorney Goodman spoke about a 38 Main Street sewer hookup in 2014 which will be discussed in executive
session.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $2, 671, 848.08
Motion to approve bill list: Silvestri / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Sally Ward spoke about there being 55 days to spring and 35 days after is the hummingbirds.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Legal Advice Regarding A McDonald Street Sewer Hook Up
Resolution 080-2023 - Motion to move into executive session: Silvestri / Ferry




Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Action may now be taken.

Motion to return to open session: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: February 9, 2023 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
7 G /
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



