
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: February 9, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present 
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and six 
members of the public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/26/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 26, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/26/2023 REGULAR AND EXECUTIVE 
Motion to approve the January 26, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Motion to approve the January 26, 2023 executive minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 
 
Motion to amend the agenda to discuss rescinding retirement healthcare benefits: Schwartz / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, no ; Nowell, no ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, no ; 
Motion does not pass: 2 yes, 4 no 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

 
Doug Walker congratulated Administrator Fleming on her retirement. Sally Ward complimented Administrator 
Fleming for her work in the Borough and admonished Councilman Schwartz for proposing a discussion to 
rescind retirement healthcare benefits. Karyn Gove congratulated Administrator Fleming on her retirement, 
thanked Councilman Schwartz and spoke about the cost of retirement healthcare benefits. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2023-002:  Fire Hydrants - Water 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-002: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Karyn Gove asked if this will fix the fire hydrant in front of her house. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the 
coverage of the program which will address all hydrants. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-002: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-002: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 



B. Ordinance 2023-003:  Golf Cart Facility and Pump Motor - Current 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-003: Doyle / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Graham spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Discussion between Mayor, Council, and the 
Administrator ensued about project costs, the Ordinance being put into place outside of the redevelopment plan, 
estimates for repair costs and options, possibly needing further analysis of the plan, and building new versus 
utilizing existing infrastructure, and using this Ordinance as a starting point. Sally Ward supports the passage of 
the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-003: Doyle / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 no 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-003: Graham / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 no 
 
C. Ordinance 2023-005:  Police Vehicle - Current 
 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-005: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Doyle spoke about the intent of the Ordinance for fleet management. Councilman Silvestri asked 
about supply chain issues and Councilman Doyle clarified. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-005: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-005: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
D. Ordinance 2023-006:  Water Meters and Equipment - Sewer 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-006:  Graham / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-006: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-006: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
E. Ordinance 2023-007:  Water Meters and Equipment - Water 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-007: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-007: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-007: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. January Zoning Report 
B. Resignation of Administrator / CFO / Tax Collector 



 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION # TITLE 

Resolution - 081 - 2023 Accept Resignation of Administrator - CFO - Tax Collector 
Resolution - 082 - 2023 Acceptance of Award - West Main Street Stream Stabilization 
Resolution - 083 - 2023 Acceptance of Historic Preservation Grant 
Resolution - 084 - 2023 Advertise for CFO and Administrator 
Resolution - 085 - 2023 Appointment of Records Redaction Officers 
Resolution - 086 - 2023 Award of Contract - Solitude Porch 
Resolution - 087 - 2023 Cycling Event Signage 
Resolution - 088 - 2023 Open Container Borough Events 
Resolution - 089 - 2023 Temporary Emergency Appropriation 

Motion to approve Resolutions 081-2023 to Resolution 083-2023, Resolution 085-2023 to Resolution 086-2023, 
and Resolution 088-2023 and Resolution 089-2023: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 084-2023: Councilman Silvestri asked who the previous C.F.O. was. Administrator Fleming stated  
this position was held by Randy Barr. Councilman Silvestri spoke about being aware of third-party C.F.O.’s and 
Mayor Lee stated that the Borough is considering this. 
Resolution 085-2023: Councilman Silvestri asked if the school board was aware of the proposal to have signage 
directing people to park at the school. Clerk Young responded that they have been made aware. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 084-2023 and 085-2023: Doyle / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-008: Flood Damage Prevention 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-008: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-008 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 23, 2023. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $338,437.31 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Councilman Schwartz spoke about trying to perform his best to support the taxpayers and employees of the 
Borough. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 



Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: February 23, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


