
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: March 9, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and thirty-five members of the public and 
press were present. Councilman Graham participated via telephone. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 02/23/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the February 23, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 02/23/2023 
Motion to approve the February 23, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
AWARDS: 
A. Green Award – Mayor Lee presented the Green Awards to Bob Haake and Alan Mart. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2023-009:  Alarms and Emergency Notifications - Current 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-009: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri explained the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-009: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-009: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
B. Ordinance 2023-010:  Alarms and Emergency Notifications - Sewer 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-010: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-010: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-010: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  

 
C. Ordinance 2023-011:  Alarms and Emergency Notifications - Water 



Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-011: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-011: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-011: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
D. Ordinance 2023-012:  Business Insurance Registration Ordinance 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-012: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-012: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-012: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
E. Ordinance 2023-013:  CAP Bank 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-013: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-013: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-013: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Camp Dill Foundation Public Notice 
B. Town of Clinton Planning Board Notice 
C. Zoning Report for February 
D. Letter from County Tax Board Administrator 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 104 - 2023 Application for the Hunterdon County Historical Preservation Grant 
Resolution - 105 - 2023 Approval to Continue Phase 1 of the Grounds for Art at Tisco Project and Form 

For Use 
Resolution - 106 - 2023 Award of Contract - Emergency Work     
Resolution - 107 - 2023 Award of Contract - Police Vehicle 
Resolution - 108 - 2023 Creative Team's Ground For Art Community Fair 
Resolution - 109 - 2023 Director of the Department of Public Works - End of Probationary Period 
Resolution - 110 - 2023 Establishing The Newsletter And Website Committee 
Resolution - 111 - 2023 Newsletter Rates 
Resolution - 112 - 2023 Passaic Valley Co-op 
Resolution - 113 - 2023 Permit Refund 
Resolution - 114 - 2023 Shredding Event 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Doyle / Ferry 



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Discussion of Chapter 48 Retirement Benefits 
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about the history of the passage of Chapter 48 retirement benefits and 
communications with Mayor, Council, and the community. Councilman Schwartz spoke about the intent of 
Chapter 48 retiree benefits, distributed a handout, and spoke about the contents of the handout, and spoke in 
favor of rescinding Chapter 48 benefits and having a different method of incentives. Mayor and Council 
discussed employee retention, costs are measured over time, the perception of the Council conversations, 
proposing changes to Chapter 48, the history of passing Chapter 48 benefits, internal and external 
communications on this topic, considering past legislation by present Councilmembers, how healthcare benefits 
and retirement age effect the decision for an employee to retire, the possible value of the benefit, the possible 
cost per household, groups who receive similar benefit structures, Council comfort levels with the adopted 
legislation, and future communication on this issue. Administrator Fleming spoke about the tiers of the pension 
system being a consideration for these calculations. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $261,338.90 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Matt Curtin spoke about not supporting the passage of Chapter 48 benefits and about the information and lack of 
communications from the Borough. Paul Kovacsofsky thanked everyone for the discussion and spoke about 
needing more information. Lauren Hamlin thanked Councilman Schwartz and spoke about the lack of 
communication on this issue. Leah Epstein thanked Councilman Schwartz, spoke about the moral value of 
employment, and the annual need to reevaluate budgets over time. Pablo Delgado thanked Council for discussing 
the issue, spoke about high premiums being expected, and government salaries in the Borough. Sally Ward spoke 
about having no agenda, not running for office, about elected officials, and her feelings on Council 
communication. George Columbus thanked Council for discussing the issue, spoke about the past vote on Chapter 
48, and amending past legislation. Dennis Ferrer stated there has been minimal time discussing Chapter 48 and 
asked for a comparison with other Borough programs. Margaret Lipani thanked Councilman Schwartz, spoke 
about health insurance costs being unaffordable and to spend funds on infrastructure. Mayor Lee stated that this 
item can be reviewed annually similar to an annual budget. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Next Council Meeting: March 23, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


