
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: April 13, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and nine members of the 
public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/23/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the March 23, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/23/2023 
Motion to approve the March 23, 2023 regular minutes: Graham / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: 
A. Adam Ambielli, President of Custom Alloy - Adam Ambielli, CEO and President of Custom Alloy, spoke 
about economic issues with Custom Alloy, refocusing contracts, reorganizing the company, new opportunities in 
North Carolina while maintaining production in High Bridge, and tax payments. Lucy Sandler asked Mr. 
Ambielli about his financial situation and the outstanding tax payments. Mr. Ambielli spoke about his finances 
and paying taxes by the end of the year. 
B. Colliers Engineering, Asset Management Plan Review - Mayor Lee thanked Bill Burr and Colliers 
Engineering for their assistance with applying for grant funds awarded to the Borough. Bill Burr spoke about the 
asset management plan including progress and future goals. Sally Ward spoke about getting air out of the water 
lines. Mr. Burr spoke about exploring options for this. Dave Kuchiero asked where most of the work has been 
done, spoke about having issues in Solitude Village. Mr. Burr spoke about geographic and emergency 
implementation of projects. Mayor Lee spoke about having more discussion on this item. 

 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
A. Proclamation 001-2023 – Arbor Day – Read by Mayor Lee 
B. Proclamation 002-2023 – Earth Day – Read by Mayor Lee 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2023-014:  Bleachers 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-014: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Andrew Schneider suggested less expensive 
bleachers and funding for the basketball courts. Councilman Silvestri spoke about planned work for the 
basketball courts and being able to use the proposed bleachers for many different events. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-014: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-014: Ferry / Nowell 



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2023-015:  Mowing Equipment 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-015: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Councilman Schwartz asked about the types of 
mowers and equipment. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the equipment proposed for purchase. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-015: Doyle / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-015: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
C. Ordinance 2023-016:  Water Valve Turner 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-016: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Council discussed the cost, intended equipment 
use and issues with valves. Sally Ward asked about machine capabilities. Councilman Silvestri spoke on the 
machine capabilities. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-016: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-016: Graham / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. March Zoning Report 
B. Unsafe Buildings Demolition Loan Fund Letter - Councilman Graham asked if the letter applies to 
 100 West Main. Mayor Lee spoke about the current progress on the 100 West Main issue. 
C. Tax and Finance Monthly Report 
D. Garden Club Grant Award 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Discussion Item – Library Lease - Mayor Lee spoke about the history of the current library lease and the 

possible future status of the library. The council discussed the current status of the library, economic 
challenges, and timeframe with the current lease. Christina Whited asked about alternate locations for the 
library. Mayor Lee spoke about there being limited locations to consider and having future discussion. 

B. Discussion Item – Commons Parking - Mayor Lee spoke about receiving a large grant for parks, new 
available space, natural recycling moving to Dewey Avenue, expansion of parking in the Commons, and 
the possibility of charging for parking in the Commons at a later date. The council discussed current and 
possible future expenses of the space, items covered by grant funds, the importance of communication 
with residents, and administrative considerations for a parking program. Christina Whited suggested 
paying for bathroom usage to cover park expenses rather than paying for parking. 

C. Consent Agenda 
 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 132 - 2023 Amend Continuing Certificate of Occupancy Fees 
Resolution - 133 - 2023 Amend Planning Board and Board of Adjustment Fees 
Resolution - 134 - 2023 Application for NJ Historic Trust Grant 
Resolution - 135 - 2023 Approve Sewer Maintenance Forms 
Resolution - 136 - 2023 Borough Event - Grounds For Arts Fest 



Resolution - 137 - 2023 Borough Events - Recreation 
Resolution - 138 - 2023 Chapter 159 – Garden Grant 
Resolution - 139 - 2023 Chapter 159 – Recreation Grant 
Resolution - 140 - 2023 Department of Transportation Grant Application 
Resolution - 141 - 2023 Exempt Veteran – Cancellation of Taxes 
Resolution - 142 - 2023 Nassau Road 2023Wildlife Protection Addenda 
Resolution - 143 - 2023 Redemption in Installments 
Resolution - 144 - 2023 Rescind and Re-award Police Vehicle 
Resolution - 145 - 2023 Updated Boards and Committees 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Ferry / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-017: Security Cameras and Locks 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-017: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-017 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 27, 2023. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 
Attorney Goodman spoke about the outcome of the appeal to the Government Records Council about an Open 
Public Records Request which was found to have been properly denied and the possibility of an appeal. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $391,865.63 
Motion to approve bill list: Doyle / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Christina Whited spoke in opposition to paid parking at the Commons park. Andrew Schneider of the Recreation 
Committee spoke about the Committee being available for Council projects. Sally Ward spoke about using paid 
parking funds to offset other Borough expenses. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Next Council Meeting: April 27, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 


