
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: March 23, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

Councilman Doyle absent  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young and twenty-two members 
of the public and press. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/09/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the March 9, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/09/2023 
Motion to approve the March 9, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
AWARD: 
A. Longevity Award - Recognizing Steven Dhein was presented by Mayor Lee. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

Al Schweikert spoke about concerns with Council and Committee processes and submitted a handout to the Clerk. 
Cindy Sharkey, speaking as a resident and the President of the School Board, spoke about a request for a public 
service announcement to the Mayor and asked how a PSA can be sent out pertaining to state aid cuts. Jennifer 
Cusack asked for clarification pertaining to who decides property values. Admin Fleming spoke about the Tax 
Assessor overseeing the assessment process. Attorney Goodman spoke about role of the Tax Assessor, who is 
hired by the Borough, but works for the County to for tax assessments. Nicole Gloria spoke about her assessment 
status, spoke about spot assessing, and high taxes. Sally Ward spoke a prior Mayor controlling previous budgets 
and not supporting a refund pertaining to the landlord communication item. Karyn Gove, speaking as a resident, 
spoke about cuts to school state aid and the request to have information sent via public service announcement. 
Mayor Lee asked the residents to file a tax appeal, spoke about how the assessment process is proceeding, and a 
bill being passed to help schools receive funding back. Pablo Delgado spoke about increases to taxes, rental 
property costs, and about changing the rolling assessment program. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the 
differences between reassessments and inspections. Nick Ferrer spoke about concerns with spot assessing, 
speaking with the County, and doing away with the rolling reassessment plan. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Landlord Letter 
B. Monthly Tax and Finance Reports 
C. County Board of Health Mosquito Control Notification 



D. Hunterdon County Planning Board Notification 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Adopt Budget 
Motion to open public hearing on budget Resolution 103-2023: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
The budget presentation was given by Administrator Fleming. Councilman Graham asked about the replacement 
schedule for water meters. Admin Fleming spoke about possibly having the project done this year. Vin 
Schweikert spoke about the 2023 utility projects and funding, a line item called other expenses, asked about the 
funds coming in from Federal sources, and the golf course. Administrator Fleming spoke about increases in the 
budget. Mayor Lee spoke about budget information and assessments. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the 
terminology used to explain the Tax Assessor's process. Mayor Lee spoke about hiring an assistant for the Tax 
Assessor to assist and saving funds by keeping the assessment process this way. Al Schweikert spoke about the 
budget, about not having revenues from the golf course go to the residents, and Council spending concerns. 
Mayor Lee spoke about the meetings Council attended with the CFO to review the budget. Councilman Silvestri 
spoke about the neglect of the Borough's infrastructure and the need for more Department of Public Works 
employees along with equipment needed to give the residents clean water. Al Schweikert spoke about how the 
Finance Committee used to operate and come up with the budget. Sally Ward spoke in support of Borough 
projects getting completed and about green acres areas not generating funds. Nicole Gloria spoke about the tax 
assessing process, employee costs for the assessment process, and suggested having one large revaluation to cut 
costs.  Nick Ferrer spoke about the assessment increases over the years, supporting infrastructure upgrades, and 
competing with other municipalities. Pablo Delgado handed out a paper to Council pertaining to Chapter 48 
benefits, and spoke about increases to local government healthcare. Councilman Silvestri asked to hold the 
budget adoption. Mayor Lee spoke that it is not necessary. 
Motion to close the public hearing on budget Resolution 103-2023: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Motion to adopt budget Resolution 103-2023 as amended: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION # TITLE 

Resolution - 115 - 2023 Appointment of Animal Control Officers 
Resolution - 116 - 2023 Appointment of Reassessment Inspector 
Resolution - 117 - 2023 Approve Building Use Policy 
Resolution - 118 - 2023 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit and Event Code Exemptions - Fire Dept 
Resolution - 119 - 2023 Authorize connection to sewer service - 61 Fairview and 32 MacArthur 
Resolution - 120 - 2023 Award of Contract - Alarms 
Resolution - 121 - 2023 Award of Contract - Hydrants 
Resolution - 122 - 2023 Award of Contract - Meters and Equipment 
Resolution - 123 - 2023 Award of Contract - Water Tank Booster Pump 
Resolution - 124 - 2023 Board of Ethics Appointment 
Resolution - 125 - 2023 Hunterdon County Open Space Resolution 
Resolution - 126 - 2023 LOSAP 
Resolution - 127 - 2023 Municipal Lien 
Resolution - 128 - 2023 Open Container Borough Event 
Resolution - 129 - 2023 Salary and Wages 
Resolution - 130 - 2023 Social Media Appointments and Updates 
Resolution - 131 - 2023 Utility Rates 

Motion to approve Resolution 115-2023, Resolution 117-2023 through Resolution 123-2023, and 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 



 
 

Resolution 116-2023 Discussion: Councilman Silvestri asked about the present and past inspector 
processes, the cost of the reassessment inspector. Discussion between Council and Administrator 
Fleming ensued about the intent of having a reassessment inspector as well as a tax assessor and costs. 
Motion to approve Resolution 116-2023: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Resolution 124-2023 Discussion: Councilman Silvestri asked about the Board of Ethics and how they 
are trained. Attorney Goodman spoke about the intent of the Board of Ethics Ordinances and how the 
appointment is done with appointment by the Mayor and advice and consent of the Council. 
Councilman Schwartz asked how the individual is chosen. The Mayor spoke about knowing the 
individual. 
Motion to approve Resolution 124-2023: Graham / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 4 yes, 1 no, 1 absent 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-014: Bleachers 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023 - 014: Graham / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-014 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 13, 2023. 
B. Ordinance 2023-015: Mowing Equipment 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-015: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-015 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 13, 2023. 
C. Ordinance 2023-016: Water Valve Turner 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-016: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-016 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 13, 2023. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $422,151.95 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Cindy Sharkey stated that the bill to give back State aid is not a done deal and asked Council to send out the 
previously requested public service announcement. Jonathan Duff spoke about his tax assessment from year to 
year and spoke about spot assessing. Rich Refallo spoke about the high taxes and asked for relief from golf course 
funds. Rudy Alvarez spoke about the high taxes and the need for tax relief. Nicole Gloria spoke about having a 
full reassessment done at once being fairer. Jennifer Kucharski spoke about the Tax Assessor stating that the 
entire Borough is being reassessed and about the need for tax relief. 
 



Karyn Gove spoke about her tax situation and that the Borough needs to oversee the Tax Assessors work. Sally 
Ward spoke about her property tax assessment card and charging for parking. Pablo Delgado asked Council to 
review the landlord registration as the fees, if late, are high. Mayor Lee spoke about having the Borough 
Engineers at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent 
 
Next Council Meeting: April 13, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


