
High Bridge celebrates its 125th anniversary of 
incorporation and will be celebrating throughout 
the year.  Thanks to the Historical Committee for 

kicking things off on February 19th with an open house 
event at Solitude House.  The day was a huge success 
with more than 100 people in attendance.  Guests enjoyed 
tours of the house, learned about the history, and enjoyed 
food and drinks provided by our local businesses.  Special 
thanks to the Committee, Circa, Carini’s Pizza, Hilltop 
Deli, Monsieur Meringue, Polka Dot Cafe, and Scouts for 
your contributions to this most enjoyable celebration.

The Historical Committee remains committed to the 
transformation of Solitude House, and work to recon-
struct the west side porch and rear porch will begin this 
year, both fully funded by county grants.  Next up is their 
annual Father’s Day BBQ on June 17th.  A free event with 
live music, food and tours.  Kudos to the hardworking 
members of the Committee!

High Bridge will be planting an 7 to 8 foot Norway spruce 
in the Commons to serve as the future location of our 
annual holiday tree lighting event in December.  In honor 
of our 125th anniversary, donations from the local Coun-
try Garden Club were accepted, and students and staff of 
the High Bridge School District collected pennies during 
their “Penny for a Planting” fundraiser to pay for the 
tree.  We will celebrate the tree, it’s contributors and High 
Bridge’s 125th at an event to coincide with Arbor Day on 
April 29th in the Commons.

With the opening of Marty’s Reliable Bike Shop this 
Spring, it’s fair to say our community has become an 
official cycling destination.  The borough is forming part-
nerships with state and local cycling groups to take on the 
stewardship of our many trails.  The volunteers with the 
Jersey Off Road Bicycling Association is working with our 
Department of Public Works in the removal of the trees 
at the Commons Flow Trails so they can re-open early 
Spring. 

The Recreation Committee has had many discussions 
around bringing a bike race back to High Bridge!  While 
still a work in progress, the Committee hopes to host 
a criterium race, or Crit as the cool kids say, which is a 
multi-lap, looped race.  This event is planned for Main 
Street later this summer, and the Committee will be 
working with the Main St businesses to ensure the day’s 
success for all.  There is also a planned bike rodeo to 
introduce and educate our young people to bike safety 
skills.  More details coming soon!

The High Bridge Volunteer Fire Department invites 
everyone to join them in celebrating 125 years with the 
community during their annual Music Fest on June 10th.  
Be on the lookout for ticket sales, it is a great event with 
live music and food trucks that is fun for all ages.

The High Bridge Fire Department is one of the busiest in 
the county with calls ranging from medical to structure 
fires, and is in constant need of volunteers.  If you are 
interested in joining one of the most fast paced and pro-
fessional organizations in town, give them a call at 908-
638-6383 or stop by the fire department any Monday 
night after 6pm. 

The volunteers of the Environmental Commission, Eco-
nomic Development Committee, Golf Committee and 
Green and Creative Teams, have many projects on the 
horizon including opportunities to showcase our 125th 
Anniversary, and the unveiling of the much anticipated 
Grounds for Art event this fall.  We will look to communi-
cate updates throughout the year on the borough’s web-
site and social media pages.

Looking forward to an exciting 2023!!

Mayor Michele Lee

VOLUME CXIV	 SPRING & SUMMER 2023

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
Greetings, High Bridge, and Happy Spring 2023!  



Mayor	 Michele Lee	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 mlee@highbridge.org
Council President 	 Natalie Ferry	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 nferry@highbridge.org
Council 	 Alan Schwartz 	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 aschwartz@highbridge.org
Council 	 Steve Silvestri	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 ssilvestri@highbridge.org
Council 	 Christopher Graham	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 cgraham@highbridge.org
Council	 Ken Doyle	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 kdoyle@highbridge.org
Council 	 Curtis Nowell	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 cnowell@highbridge.org

Administrator/
Chief Financial Officer
Tax Collector 	 Bonnie Fleming	 908-638-6455 Ext. 223	 bfleming@highbridge.org
Clerk	 Adam Young	 908-638-6455 Ext. 221	 clerk@highbridge.org
Tax Assessor	 Ann Marie Obiedzinski	 908-638- Ext. 225	 assessor@highbridge.org
CCO Officer	 Frederick Roll	 908-638- Ext. 228	 fireofficial@highbridge.org
Library	 Terry Steets	 908-638-8231	 library71@comcast.net

Construction
Code Official	 Ralph Price	 908-507-0194	 construction@highbridge.org
Zoning Officer	 Allison Witt	 908-638-6455 Ext. 227	 zoning@highbridge.org
Public Works
Dept.	 Brandon Metz	 908-638-6588	 bmetz@highbridge.org

Water Supervisor	 Alan Brower	 908-638-6588 	 hbwater@highbridge.org
Planning Board
Secretary/BOA	 Barb Kinsky	 908-638-6455 Ext. 222	 pbsecretary@highbridge.org
Utility Collector	 Jenn Harrington	 908-638-6455 Ext. 224	 jharrington@highbridge.org

Emergency,
Fire or Police 	 EMERGENCIES 	 911
Police 	 Chief Brett Bartman	 908-638-6500 (non-emergencies)
Fire	 Chief Sean Smith	 908-638-6383 (non-emergencies)	 sean.r.smith14@gmail.com
Emergency Squad	 Chief Frank Setnicky	 908-638-4441 (non-emergencies)	 chief@sbes365.org
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STAY IN THE KNOW:  To receive emergency information, 

updates on road closures and other changes, subscribe 

to High Bridge’s Public Service Announcement email 

by visiting highbridge.org/news-events/public-ser-

vice-announcement-list/.

This will add you to the distribution list. For any 

questions, please contact our administrator at 

administrator@highbridge.org.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER: In addition to a hard copy, this 

newsletter is also available online at highbridge.org/news-

events/newsletters/. We continue to welcome your ideas 

and suggestions for content! The Bridge is published by the 

Borough of High Bridge and is distributed to residents.

If you have questions or would like to contribute to the 

newsletter, please email communications@highbridge.org.

BOROUGH CONTACT LIST

BOROUGH HALL
97 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829

908-638-6455 | www.highbridge.org  Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 4:00 pm
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TAXES, UTILITIES & FINANCE
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Payments are also accepted, for current accounts, with 
quarterly stub, at:
CITIZENS BANK
55 Old Highway 22, Clinton, NJ 08809

Pay your taxes and utilities from the convenience of your 

home. Visit: www.highbridge.org

Credit Cards and Electronic Checks are accepted  

Affordable New Jersey Communities for Homeowners 

and Renters (ANCHOR)

replaces the HOMESTEAD BENEFIT program

This program provides property tax relief to New Jersey 
residents who owned or rented their principle residence 
(main home) on October 1, 2019, and met the income 
limits.

Filing deadline was February 28, 2023.

The State of NJ is currently issuing 2019 ANCHOR bene-
fits and will continue to distribute payments through the 
month of May. ANCHOR benefits will be paid in the form 
of a direct deposit or check, not as credits to property tax 
bills.

Property Tax Reimbursement Program

The Senior Freeze program reimburses qualified appli-
cants for property tax increases on their homes.

Applicants must meet all income eligibility and residency 
requirements and must file an application each year to 
receive the reimbursement. Applicants’ income cannot 
exceed $94,178 for 2021 and $99,735 for 2022.  Appli-
cants who are married, or in a civil union and living in the 
same household, must report combined income of both 
spouses/civil union partners.    

You are not eligible for a reimbursement on:

•	 A vacation home or second home;

•	 Property that you rent to someone else;

•	 Property that consists of more than four units; or

•	 Property with four units or less that contains 
more than one commercial unit.

•	 Are completely exempt from paying property 
taxes on your home; or

•	 Made P.I.L.O.T. (Payments-in-Lieu-of-Tax) pay-
ments to your municipality.

Life Estate (Life Tenancy). You are considered the owner 
of the property if you have life estate rights or hold a 
lease for 99 years or more. You must include with your 
application a copy of an official document (e.g., deed, 
lease) establishing your right to occupy the property.

The deadline for filing the application is October 31, 2023.

Applications will also be available on the Borough web-
site www. highbridge.org if you did not receive one in the 
mail.   

Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline: 1-800-882-6597 
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/

To prevent sewer backups at your food 
establishment, grease trap inspections 

will begin in April

REMINDER:HIGH BRIDGE 
TAX AND UTILITIES DUE DATES
2nd Quarter Taxes:  May 1

2nd Quarter Utilities: May 31

3rd Quarter Taxes:  August 1

3rd Quarter Utilities: August 31

Payments may be deposited in the Blue 
Lock Box in front of Borough Hall.

POST DATED CHECKS ARE UNACCEPTABLE
If you are making payments on-line through your 
bank, send at least 10 days prior to payment due date.

Please update your records to reflect our  
new mailing address:

97 West Main St.,  High Bridge, NJ 08829

The Post Office will no longer forward mail 

 addressed to our old location.

For additional information

please visit

www.highbridge.org

http://www.highbridge.org
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/homestead/geninf.shtml
http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/


PLEASE CHECK WWW.HIGHBRIDGE.ORG FOR UPDATES AND OTHER BOROUGH EVENTS

JULY 2023APRIL 2023

Saturday, April 8	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Thursday, April 13	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Friday April 21	  
Last Day for Brush Pick-up Appointments 

Thursday, April 27	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Thursday, May 11	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Saturday, May 13	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Saturday, May 20	 9:00 AM 
County Electronic Waste Recycling Event

Thursday, May 25	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Saturday, May 27	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Thursday, June 8	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Saturday, June 10	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Thursday, June 22	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting 

Saturday, June 24	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling 
Document Recycling Event 

Saturday, July 1	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Saturday, July 15	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling 

Thursday, July 20	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Saturday, July 29	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Saturday, August 12	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Thursday, August 17	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

Saturday, August 26	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling 
County Hazardous Waste Cleanup Day

Saturday, September 9	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling

Thursday, September 14	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting 

Saturday, September 22	 9:00 AM 
Commons Park Natural Recycling 
County Electronic Waste Recycling Event

Thursday, September 28	 7:30 PM 
Council Meeting

HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH CALENDAR

AUGUST 2023MAY 2023

SEPTEMBER 2023JUNE 2023
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The construction of the High Bridge branch of the railroad, located where the Columbia Trail is today, began in the early 1870s to 
provide a more efficient way to bring ore from Chester to High Bridge, where the Taylors were mining.  Today’s High Bridge 
Commons was a railyard and wye (a triangle of railroad track used for turning locomotives or trains) when the High Bridge Railroad 
was in operation.   

In addition to the “High Bridge,” another Borough claim to fame is the establishment and operation of the Taylor Iron and Steel 
Company (TISCO).  It is chronicled that in the year 1700, wealthy English capitalists William Allen and Joseph Turner of Philadelphia 
investigated and became conversant with the value of the ores imbedded in the hills of New Jersey.  They purchased over 30,000 
acres of New Jersey land, 10,849 acres of which surrounded present day High Bridge and became known as the Union Tract.  Robert 
Taylor (Tyler) immigrated here from Ireland in 1758, moved into Solitude House with Col. John Hackett and took over management 
of the Iron Works and Union Tract in 1776.  The development and operations of TISCO remained within the Taylor family until 1932.  
Both Solitude House and Lake Solitude serve as a foundation of the Borough’s history and focal point of its development.  It was 
the design of the dam that provided water power to fuel the industrial buildings at TISCO.  During the mid-1900s, TISCO employed 
a majority of High Bridge’s residents and took interest in the social lives of their workers.  This interest lead the way for the 
establishment of Camp Taylor, to allow people to vacation and enjoy outdoor activities.  The Borough created a family community, 
celebrating holidays such as May Day and Flag Day, hosted parades, began the Soap Box Derby, developed its own newspaper, The 
High Bridge Gazette, cultivated a Victory Garden for those in need, created a beach at Lake Solitude, built a theater and formed 
two Fire Departments, a library and Borough Hall to serve the community.   

In addition to developing into a pleasant place to live and raise a family, High Bridge became a desirable vacation destination.  The 
older homes in the Borough were built to house TISCO workers and their families, executives and single employees.  Large farm 
houses belonging to long-time High Bridge families such as the Cregars, Apgars, Alpaughs, Taylors, VanSickles, etc. are still standing 
today!  The existing business buildings lining Main St. served many purposes over the last 125 years, but tragically, two iconic 
buildings, The Rialto Theater and the American Hotel are no longer standing.    As High Bridge history marches on, we look forward 
to another 125 impactful and productive years.  Happy Birthday, High Bridge! - compliments of the High Bridge Historical Committee   

The “Township of High 
Bridge” was formed on 
March 29, 1871, with land 
from parts of Clinton and 
Lebanon Twps.  It was on 
February 19, 1898, that 
the core area of High 
Bridge Township was 
incorporated as the 
"Borough of High Bridge" 
and the land outside this 
core was returned to 
Clinton and Lebanon Twps.  
High Bridge derived its 
name from the “High 
Bridge” that stood 112 ft. 
high and spanned 1,300 ft 
across the South Branch 
Raritan River. The massive 
undertaking of building 
this bridge was a five-year 
project, initiated by the 
Central Railroad of NJ, 
which began in 1859.  

Happy 125th Birthday, High Bridge! 



Sign up for alerts from the High Bridge Police Department at www.nixle.com

HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Brett J. Bartman, Chief of Police

***ATTENTION RESIDENTS***

LICENSE AND TAG REQUIRED;
PLACING TAG ON DOG

[Amended 2-28-2008 by Ord. No. 2008-3]
Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of licens-
ing age, that is, which has obtained the age of seven months 
or which possesses a set of permanent teeth, shall for cur-
rent year starting on January 2 and no later than June 30 
to avoid a late fee, apply for and procure from the Clerk of 
the Borough of High Bridge or other official designated by 
the governing body thereof to license dogs in the Borough a 
license and official metal registration tag for each such dog 
so owned, kept or harbored and shall place upon each such 
dog a collar or harness with the registration tag securely fas-
tened thereto. 

RUNNING AT LARGE
No person owning, keeping or harboring any dog shall suf-
fer or permit it to run at large upon the public streets or in 
any public park, in any public building or in any other public 
place within the municipality or on the private property of 
any person other than the dog owner.

CONTROL REQUIRED
[Amended 10-24-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-21]

Degree of control required. No person owning, keeping or 
harboring any dog shall suffer or permit it to be upon the 
public or private streets or in any public park/open space 
area unless such dog is accompanied by a person and is 
securely confined and controlled by a leash, cord, or chain 
so that the dog does not come in physical contact with any 
person or pet without the consent of the person or, in the 
case of a pet, the consent of the person responsible for or 
who has control of the pet.

PARKING PERMITS FOR
MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS

[Amended 12-14-2017 by Ord. No. 2017-32]
A. No person shall park a vehicle in a municipal parking lot 
for an overnight period without first obtaining and properly 
displaying, on the parked vehicle, a permit designated by the 
Municipal Clerk, as provided in § 184-17E..

B. No person shall park nor shall a permit be issued for any 
commercial motor vehicle, omnibus, school bus or vehicle, 
recreation vehicle, or any trailer as defined in N.J.S.A. 39:1-1.

C. Parking permits may be obtained for monthly or annu-
al periods commencing on the date of approval of a permit 
application by the Municipal Clerk.

D. Vehicles authorized to park in a municipal parking lot by 
issuance of a parking permit must not remain parked for 
more than 72 consecutive hours, unless previously approved 
by the High Bridge Police Department.

E. Permits shall be issued on a first-come-first-served basis.

F. If, for emergency purposes, vehicles must be removed 
from the designated municipal parking lots, adequate notice 
will be given to the permit holder or driver and an adequate 
designated parking area will be provided. If, during emer-
gencies, a permit holder or driver cannot be located, the 
Borough reserves the right to remove the vehicle to an ade-
quate, designated parking area.

Child and Booster Safety checks are held at the High Bridge Police Department (99 West Main Street) by appoint-

ment for High Bridge Borough residents.  To schedule an appointment call (908) 638-6500.  This is a free service offered 

to residents.

Planning a vacation?  House check applications are available at the High Bridge Police Department.  Residential prop-

erty checks are a free service offered to residents. 
   

Temporary Parking placards are issued for 6 months, with one 6 month renewal allowed.  Applications are available 

at the High Bridge Police Department or  All completed applications must be submitted to the municipal police department 

and are approved by the Chief of Police. 
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(908) 391-3608    High Bridge, NJ
 //\\ 

HHaawwkk      RRoocckk      YYaarrdd      WWoorrkkss

<>  Planting  <>  Trimming  <>  Edging  <>  Removals
<>  Mulch / Topsoil / Gravel Spread  <>  Stone Walls

<>  Lawn Repair   <>   Storm / Seasonal Cleanup   <>

License #13VH08559800

VETERANS

If anyone is interested in American Legion Post 188 membership they can contact 
Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963 

.

Memorial Day was first called Decoration Day and honored men who had died in the Civil 
War.  It now honors servicemen and servicewomen who died in any war.  Come join with 
the American Legion Post #188 and the Mayor and Council as we remember all American 

Service people who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our country. 

Come and remember with us. 

Memorial Park is located at the intersection of West Main St. and County 513.  

Next to the NJ Transit commuter parking lot.

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY

SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2023 • 11:00 AM
CK HOFFMAN MEMORIAL PARK 
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HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Sean R. Smith, Fire Chief

Things to Keep in Mind this Spring
With the arrival of Spring please remember to clean-up all dead leaves and debris around your home. As the temperatures 

begin to rise and the angle of the sun becomes more direct this vegetation and debris will begin to dry out and can be fuel 

for a brush fire.

Make sure the air exhaust vent pipe for your dryer is not restricted and that the outdoor vent flap will open when the 

dryer is operating.

Make sure your house is accessible by large fire apparatus. This includes trimming trees to allow access.

Make sure your address is visible from the street.

Do not use a chiminea on a deck or near any structure. Outdoor chimineas must have a protective wire mesh or screen to 

catch embers. Chimineas that don’t have these are considered unauthorized burns. Persons using approved chimineas 

should only use hard woods or class A fuel.

Inspect your grill carefully and make sure it’s free of grease or fat buildup. Clean out any nests, spider webs, or other 

debris you may find. For propane grills, check the gas tank hoses for leaks before using it for the first time each year. 

Fire Safety
Smoke alarms should be on every level of the home, outside each sleeping area and inside every bedroom.

Carbon monoxide (CO) alarms should be on every level of the home outside sleeping areas. 

Have a fire escape plan (two ways out of each room). 

Make sure there is a fire extinguisher in the home.

For more fire safety tips please visit https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education

125th Anniversary Music Fest
Our Music Fest event was such a hit last year that we have decided to bring it back for 2023. The event will be called the 

125th Anniversary Music Fest event to commemorate the 125th anniversary of High Bridge’s establishment. It will be 

held on Saturday, June 10th, 2023 at Union Forge Field from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. rain or shine. The event is a great way 

to support your local fire department and hang out with family and friends while enjoying live music and awesome food 

from one of our food truck vendors.

Fire Department Golf Outing
The Annual Golf Outing scheduled to be held on Friday, September 8th, 2023. Please contact the firehouse at 908-638-

6383 or email golf@highbridgefire.org if interested in registering a group of four or sponsoring a hole.

New Members Needed
The High Bridge Fire Department is always looking for new members. Anyone is welcome to apply. If interested in 

learning more or submitting an application, please stop by the firehouse on a Monday night at 7pm or go online to www.

highbridgefire.org. All of the required training will be provided by the High Bridge Fire Department.

Used Clothing Shed
There is a used clothing shed located in the rear of the parking lot. Acceptable items include clothing, sneakers, shoes, 

belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillow cases, drapes and stuffed toys. Donations go a long way helping those in need. All 

donations are tax deductible.

SPRING & SUMMER8

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education
mailto:golf@highbridgefire.org
http://www.highbridgefire.org
http://www.highbridgefire.org




High Bridge Historical Committee presents: 

SOLITUDE HOUSE 
HISTORIC LAKEFRONT ESTATE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rental for Private Events:  
Solitude House and grounds are now available for rent!  
Information for hosting your own private event at 
Solitude House is available by emailing a request to 
history@highbridge.org. This historic house is a Borough 
owned property that has been vigorously restored and 
maintained by the High Bridge Historical Committee. 
The first and second floors are newly renovated and 
contain over 5,800 sq. ft. of usable space.  The grounds 
are vast and suitable for outdoor events, with easy 
access to Lake Solitude and the Solitude Dam.  Guided 
tours during your event are available upon request.  
Host your next gathering at the historic Solitude House! 

Solitude House is also available for group and school 
tours.  Advanced reservations are required and subject 
to date availability. 
 

Open House Events: 
Solitude House is open to the public on a monthly basis 
for FREE tours and community events. The motivation 
behind the Historical Committee’s renovation of High 
Bridge’s historic home is to make it available for 
community use.  Check our Facebook page and/or the 
Borough website for hours of operation and all 
upcoming community events! 
 

About the High Bridge Historical Committee: 
The High Bridge Historical Committee is an incredibly 
active, full committee of seven members and a large 
group of volunteers dedicated to preserving High 
Bridge’s extensive history, including preservation of the 
historical properties and buildings. The Committee acts 
in an advisory capacity to the Borough of High Bridge 
and, in cooperation with the Borough, proudly cares for 
Solitude House, its outbuildings and grounds.  Funds 
raised from rental events and merchandise sales allows 
for the property’s continued repairs and renovations. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Us: 
EMAIL: HISTORY@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG 
FACEBOOK: HIGH BRIDGE HISTORY 

As we wind down another school year, we’d like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Board of Education member, 
Michael McCasland, and congratulate our returning members, Karyn Gove & Robert Imhoff. The High Bridge Board of 
Education meets twice a month, in the Elementary School library. Community members are encouraged to attend in 
person or virtually via Google Meet. Please see the district website for more information.
March, 2023 saw the release of the state school funding numbers. Unfortunately, High Bridge School District’s funding 
was decreased significantly again. Over the past two years, we have seen a decrease in NJ State School funding of just 
under 50%. We believe that our strong school system is a vital component of the hometown High Bridge community. We 
encourage community members to reach out to their elected officials to advocate for more funding. 
Tricia Morris (HBES) and Caryn Snyder (HBMS) were named as our 2022-23 Educators of the Year. Thank you for your 
hard work and dedication to our students.

June will be here soon and with that, we congratulate our graduating 8th graders as they move onto high school and our 
4th graders as they move down the hill to middle school. We wish you all a safe and healthy rest of the school year!

HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

High Bridge Elementary School
◼ The HBES preschool program continues to grow, 
providing free, full day education for 3-4 year olds children 
of residents.

◼ We continue to rebuild learning skills, focusing on 
strengthening reading with our school wide reading 
challenge and DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) activities.

◼ We are fostering a strong sense of community with 
our monthly Walk to School Mornings and our All 
School Meetings.

High Bridge Middle School
◼ Led by Courtney Bursztyn, Jeff Thompson and Arianne 
Grosky, HBMS students performed another fantastic 
musical production - Disney’s Frozen Jr.
◼ HBMS students continue to demonstrate profound 
achievement and growth, with a very high percentage 
of students working toward Honor Roll success &amp; 
we welcome back the Honor Roll Breakfast as a means of 
recognizing the student’s hard work. 
◼ HBMS looks forward to the upcoming spring co-
curricular activities, including the traditional 8th grade trip 
to Washington DC.
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Spring Brush Collection

Brush will be collected Borough wide by appointment only.

The deadline to make your appointment is April 21, 2023.

Appointments can be made by phone or email.

Phone: (908) 638-6588

Email: bmetz@highbridge.org

Pickup is from April 24th through April 28th.

•	 All brush needs to be placed on the curb by 7am that 
Monday.

•	 All brush needs to have the cut ends facing the roadway, 
brush can not interfere with stormwater drainage or 
vehicular traffic.

•	 Brush SHALL NOT be placed out prior to 7 days of sched-
uled pick up.

•	 No grass clippings will be collected.

Water Meter Replacement
Our Water Department will be out replacing the old touch  
meters to a new radio read meter.  If you have any issues 
with your old meter, please contact us for replacement.  
Please watch out for a mailing from the Borough for sched-
uling a meter replacement.  If you have any questions, 
please call 908-638-6588 or email bmetz@highbridge.org.

Leaf Collection
Leaf collection will run from April 1-28.  Leaves must be 
placed in paper bags and left by the curb.  Pickup will be 
Monday and Friday mornings.  

Hydrant Flushing
High Bridge will be flushing water mains again this year 
from 8am-2pm April 3-7.  The essential, required part of 
our system maintenance program includes systematically 
opening each fire hydrant within the Borough to “flush” 
any minerals and deposits from the pipes.
While flushing the system won’t interrupt your water ser-
vice, you may notice a temporary drop in water pressure or 
discolored water.  This is normal.  Should you notice this 
within your home, simply open an inside tap and let your 
water run until it is clear.  This will allow the sediments to 
work their way out of your pipes.
Customer Tips:

	- Avoid running your tap water and using the washing 
machine or dishwasher while crews are flushing in 
your area.

	- Check for discolored water before using the wash-
ing machine or dishwasher.  NOTE: if your laundry 
becomes stained, DO NOT PUT YOUR LAUNDRY IN 
THE DRYER.  Rewash clothes immediately using 
detergent and add a rust remover.  Most rust removers 
can also be used on stained fixtures.

	- If water pressure or water volume seems low after 
flushing has been completed, check your faucet 
screens for trapped particles.

	- In some cases, slight discoloration might linger for a 
few hours.  This discoloration only affects the appear-
ance of the water and not affect water quality.  No 
health hazards are associated with discolored water 
from hydrant flushing.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Borough 
Hall at 908-638-6455 or email bmetz@highbridge.org.  We 
appreciate your patience while this work is completed.

Electronic drop-off & Metal recycling
Hours of drop-off are 7-2pm M-F.  All items recycled will 
count towards our yearly tonnage report.
List of acceptable items that can be recycled:

	- Electronic Equipment
	- Computers, mice, monitors, printers, scanners
	- Cables, TV’s, personal digital assistants
	- Flat panel displays, Video game players
	- Copy machines, Fax machines
	- Phones, Cell phones, Answering machines
	- Tape recorders, Reel to reel tape players
	- Medical electronics, Surveillance equipment
	- Toasters, Microwaves
	- Refrigerators, Air conditioners, dehumidifiers
	- Essentially anything with a plug that is non-hazardous

Illicit Connections to Sewer System
Under no circumstances will any of the following be dis-
charged, directly or indirectly, into the sanitary sewer util-
ity system:

	- Stream, storm, roof, surface, subsurface or other water, 
including sump pumps

	- Any solid or viscous substance capable of causing 
obstructions or other interference with the proper oper-
ation of the sewage treatment plant or sewage collector 
system.

	- Ground garbage, except the residue from the prepa-
ration, cooking and dispensing of food that has been 
shredded to such degree that all particles will be carried 
freely in suspension under flow conditions normally 
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than 
1/2 inch in any dimension.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Brandon Metz CPWM,  Director of Public Works
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Town Wide Litter Clean Up Days
Last Weekend of Every Month 

Sponsored by the High Bridge Environmental Commission.

We ask everyone to take a few minutes of your day to walk 
a section of your street and pick up any litter you see. If you 
find large items, too heavy to carry, please notify Borough 
Hall at (908) 638-6455. 

Pick Up After Your Dog
Dog poop is more than just a gross and unsightly mess — it’s 
an environmental pollutant and a human health haz-ard. 
When left on the ground waste eventually breaks down and 
washes into the water supply, polluting our riv-ers, streams, 
creeks and other local waterways. Animal waste contains two 
main types of pollutants that harm local waters: nutrients 
and pathogens. When this waste ends up in water bodies, it 
decomposes, releasing nutrients that cause excessive growth 
of algae and weeds. This makes the water murky, green, 
smelly, and even unusable for swim-ming, boating, or fish-
ing. The pathogens, disease- causing bacteria and viruses, 
can also make local waters unfit for swimming and fishing 
and have caused severe illness in humans.  
As you can see, animal waste doesn’t simply decompose. So, 
the easiest way to avoid these problems is to clean up after 
your pet every time and dispose of the waste properly!

Help Pollinators During Pollinator Week
U.S. National Pollinator Week is an 
annual event celebrated all over the 
world in the last full week in June, from 
June 19 to June 25 this year. The event 
was started in support of pollinator 
health.
While the official Pollinator Week is June 

19-25; we can celebrate pollinators all month–and why not 
all year long! Why should we celebrate our pollinators? The 
simple truth is we can’t live without pollinators. 
Pollination is an essential ecological process. Without pol-
linators, humans and wildlife wouldn’t have much to eat or 
look at!

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING NOW 
AVAILABLE MONDAY-FRIDAY

7 AM - 2 PM AT THE DPW GARAGE

Wildlife Habitat Community   
High Bridge achieved Wildlife Community Status in 2013 
and continue to complete actions for annual recertifi-
cation.  We have received recognition from the National 
Wildlife Federation and are held up as a model communi-
ty for our success with transforming our community into 
a place where both people and wildlife can flourish. To 
learn what you can do to support our efforts visit www.
nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/Home

Tree City
High Bridge achieved Tree City USA status in 2010. The 
High Bridge Environmental Commission undertakes 
activities necessary to obtain annual re-certification of 
the designation of "Tree City Community".  One of the 
activities is to hold an annual Arbor Day tree planting 
in April.  We encourage residents to support this day by 
planting a tree.  If you do not have room for a tree on your 
property, you can always donate a tree to the borough for 
one of our parks.  Contact Borough Hall if you would like 
to donate a tree.  

Mulch Volcanos Pose Threats to Trees
Volcano mulching in an improper mulching technique 
where mulch is piled high against the trunk of the tree. 
Oddly enough, this is often seen in commercial land-
scapes. Proper mulching is very beneficial to trees. 
Spread mulch 2-4 inches deep to the drip line of the tree 
if possible; do not let the mulch touch the trunk.  The 
mulch should form a flat, not mounded, donut, with the 
trunk in the center. Organic mulches (bark mulch, wood 
chips, leaves) are preferred over stones or other inorgan-
ic products. 

HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
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Document Recycling Event
on June 24, 2023

9:00 am to 12:00 am - Union Forge Park
Watch as your documents are shredded.
Open to: High Bridge Residents & Businesses. Anyone who 
works in the Borough

Grass Cuttings & Storm Water Regulations
Be aware that state mandated storm water management reg-

ulations state that grass cuttings cannot be left in the street 

or placed in any storm drain.  For more information refer to 

HB Ordinance No. 2006-24. 

HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Trash Collection Reminder
One bulk item can be placed out with your garbage per 
pickup. If you have questions about what can be picked 
up please call LMR Disposal at (908) 454-4550, option 1.  
Please call Borough Hall 638-6455 to report any consistent 
trash or recycling issues. 

Curbside Recycling 
All recyclable material, including newspapers, magazines, 
junk mail, paper, and cardboard, may be commingled and 
combined with other recyclable items, including unbroken 
glass, aluminum, and plastic. Pizza boxes are not recycla-
ble.  Note: air conditioners, computers and televisions as 
well as white goods cannot be recycled curbside and are not 
allowed in weekly trash collection. You can bring electron-
ics to the DPW collection container.

Additional recycling opportunities may be found on the 
town web site: highbridge.org 

Raritan River Clean Up Day
Volunteer Opportunity

Sat., April 15, 2023  
9am – 11 am
Union Forge Park
Meet at Union Forge Park to sign in and pick up collection 
bags, gloves, snacks, and a free volunteer tee shirt. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Online registration at 
www.raritanheadwaters.org 

Storm Water Management
Look for storm drain markers in your neighborhood with 
the message: "No Dumping, Drains to River".  These 
markers will serve as a reminder that our storm drains 
lead directly to the South Branch of the Raritan River and 
that we all play a part in the solution to water pollution!
What can you do to help?
It's simple!  Dump nothing on your property or down the 
storm drain that you wouldn't swim in or drink!

Water Conservation
What is meant by water conservation? For many, it is 
simply saving water. It can be something as easy to do 
as buying a water efficient appliance or turning off the 
tap when brushing your teeth. But water conservation 
is more complex than that. It also involves changing the 
way people think about water use. It involves developing 
a new way of living where water conservation is central. 
It also involves encouraging the development and use of 
best practices.

 “Caught Being Green” 2022 Recipients   

Bob Haake and Alan Mart are the recipients of the 
annual Borough of High Bridge Environmental Com-
mission’s Green Award in recognition of their active 
volunteer involvement in the beautification of the 
Borough of High Bridge. They were “Caught Being 
Green” for offering to remove sections of invasive 
species. The High Bridge Environmental Commission 
recognizes Bob Haake and Alan Mart for their ongo-
ing environmentally responsible actions. 

Nominations are open for the 2023
"Caught Being Green" Award

The Environmental Commission is looking for 

environmentally responsible residents.  Please sub-

mit the name and the environmental action of any 

HB resident you have observed going out of their way 

to be environmentally responsible.  Check out past 

Green Award recipients on the environmental com-

mission page of our town web site at highbridge.org  

Nominations for the annual Green Award should be 

sent to cnowell@highbridge.org
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Buy Fresh, 
Buy Local

Consider joining a Community-Supported Agriculture (CSA) share and/or visit a local Farmer’s 
Market this summer for fresh fruits and veggies. Some locations also provide meat and dairy! Not 

only do you support local family farms, but you diversify and supplement your household’s diet 
with food you may not seek out at a chain grocery store. 

Farmers Markets
Ironbound Farmers Market

(20 min drive)
Wed-Sun, Beginning in May

Juniper Hill Farmers Market
(7 min drive)

Thursdays 4pm-7pm, June-Sept

Bedminster Farmers Market
(25 min drive)

Saturdays 10am-1pm, May 28th-Dec

Stangl Farmers Market
(25 min drive)

Saturdays 9am-3pm, Year Round

Clinton Community Farmers Market
(7 min drive)

Sundays 9am-1pm, Year Round

Hunterdon Land and Trust Farmers Market
(25 min drive)

Sundays 9am-1pm, May-Oct

Cabbage Throw Farm
CSA Pickup @

Juniper Hill Farmers Market 

Central Valley Farms
CSA Pickup in Asbury, NJ

Comeback Farms
CSA Pickup in Asbury, NJ

Flocktown Farms
Delivers to High Bridge or Pickup in 

Pittstown, NJ

Check out the 
Hunterdon 579 Trail 

for more Farms, CSAs, 
Markets, Breweries and 

more!

Ironbound Farms
CSA Pickup in Asbury, NJ

Melick’s Orchards
CSA Pickup @ Califon or 

Oldwick locations

Two Barn Farm
CSA Pickup @ 

Stangl Farmers Market or 
Bedminster Farmers Market

Local CSAs Programs

For more info visit the Buy Fresh link at
 highbridge.org/committees-projects/environmental-commission/

HIGH BRIDGE GREEN TEAM

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Economic Development Committee (EDC) is comprised of High Bridge citizens who give their time and 
talent in exploring ways to advance the look and feel of the borough. This year with focus on the 125th 
anniversary of the Boroughs incorporation we are working alongside many other organizations and 
committees to bring a variety of events and experiences to highlight our rich history.

The committee continues to look for ideas and members. We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30PM at Borough Hall.

For additional information feel free to contact councilman Kenneth Doyle at kdoyle@highbridge.org.

Come join us!
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I am so honored and thankful to have been High Bridge’s #1
Realtor® for the third year in a row!* This town is so special to me
and I am so grateful to live in such a wonderful community!

To say ’Thank you,’ and to honor the borough’s 125th anniversary,
I would like to create a “time capsule” of High Bridge homes and
businesses in 2023. 

I would like to give 125 homeowners and businesses a professional
photo of the exterior of their home and briefly interview you about
your love and memories of the town. I encourage any home or
business to nominate yourself! We want a true representation of
High Bridge and all of its beautiful neighborhoods and homes!

Please join my new Facebook group, ‘Home Sweet High Bridge,’ to
follow along as I share -each home and interview. At the end of the
year I will compile it all together into a book that can be purchased
and all proceeds will be donated to The Solitude House.

Scan the QR code to contact me, nominate 
your home, or join the the Facebook page

Lauren Hamlin
Lauren Hamlin, Realtor®
Coldwell Banker Realty
lauren.hamlin@cbmoves.com
HomeSweetHighBridge.com
C: 908-339-7910
O: 908-735-8080

IT'S THE 125THIT'S THE 125TH
ANNIVERSARY OFANNIVERSARY OF

HIGH BRIDGEHIGH BRIDGE

Hi High Bridge!

©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently
owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed by another broker

 

*Based on GSMLS data. 



THE HIGH BRIDGE RECREATION COMMITTEE
The Recreation Committee strives to provide the finest recreational opportunities in the Borough of High Bridge for all 
citizens. The Committee makes recommendations to the Mayor and Council about the daily operation of all passive and 
active recreational activity. This includes the Borough’s system of parks, playgrounds, facilities, and recreational pro-
grams, including community sports, celebrations, special events and other recreational activities (however Huskies Foot-
ball, youth basketball, and soccer are run by independent organizations).

The committee routinely adapts to changes to our parks and trails and takes on new projects but for 2023 we are focused 
on three main goals.

1.  Host a Bike Rodeo

A Bike Rodeo is an event for young bike riders to learn about bike safety, etiquette and skills in a fun, friendly, kid focused 
environment.  We plan to collaborate with local bike organizations and hold the rodeo in early May.

2.  Plan a sanctioned cycling race in High Bridge

Long time residents may remember the Tour of High Bridge fondly.  While it was a great event, the road race format 
presented logistical limitations which prevented it from continuing.  For 2023, the committee is planning to hold a USA 
Cycling sanctioned cycling race that will be more spectator friendly, logistically sound and in a more fitting cycling dis-
cipline such as a criterium (fast, multiple lap race on a smaller course) or cyclocross (multiple lap, obstacle heavy, mixed 
terrain course) vs the older road race format (endurance race with fewer laps and larger course).

We are excited to continue to work to provide recreation opportunities for our residents to enjoy for years to come!

SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES

Meet SBES Operations Lieutenant Jessica Bartelloni
Dealing with her own medical issues inspired her to help others

South Branch Emergency Services Operations Lieutenant Jessica Bartelloni’s desire to help peo-
ple who are sick or injured grew from her own life experiences.

“I had an undiagnosed autoimmune issue for much of my life. Once when I was really sick, 
somebody in the back of the ambulance looked at me and said, ‘If you can’t get through every sec-
ond of every day, just get through right now,’” she remembered. “They helped me understand that 

as rough as it was, it would get better. And I wanted to be that person for somebody else.”

Jessica, who is now 23, began her EMS career as a 16-year-old cadet volunteer at Cedar Knolls First Aid Squad in 
Morris County, where she grew up. She has since served as both a career and volunteer EMT for several squads. Jessica 
was hired by SBES in 2022 and became Operations Lieutenant on February 1.

In addition to her responsibilities as a frontline supervisor and EMT, Jessica helps to recruit new SBES volunteers and 
then shows them the ropes. She helps with new member orientation and often accompanies them on their first ambu-
lance runs.  “Volunteering is really important – it’s a way to give back to your community and get involved with it,” said 
Jessica, who continues to serve as a volunteer EMT with Florham Park Memorial First Aid Squad. 

The heart of what Jessica does often comes down to extending her own heart to someone who is scared, hurting, or 
both.  She won’t ever forget what it’s like to be the one in that situation.

SBES needs both career and volunteer EMTs. There are many ways to serve, and gear 
and training – provided right at the SBES Training Center –

is free to members. To learn more, visit www.sbes.org
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LAURENHamlin
HIGH BRIDGE'S  #1  REALTOR® 2021 ,  2022 ,  2023

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY GARDEN STATE MULTIPLE L IST ING SERVICE

A BIT OF BRAIN FOOD

CELL/TEXT 908-339-7910

OFFICE 908-735-8080

LAUREN.HAMLIN@CBMOVES.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/LAURENHAMLINREALESTATE

HOMESWEETHIGHBRIDGE.COM

Lauren Hamlin
R E A L T O R ®

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Bronze 2014-2016 - Silver 2018-2020, 2022 - Gold 2021

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY 

186 CENTER STREET, CLINTON, NJ 08809

ACROSS
    Norse tale
5. Boise's state
10. Ampersands
14. Tavern orders
15. Cavalry sword
16. Converge
17. Fibs
18. Was mistaken
19. Zone
20. Out-of-date
22. Soak up
24. Female relative
25. Opera highlights
27. Disagreement
30. Watering place
33. "The Lion King" villain
37. Spoils
38. Despised
40. Porridge
42. Lift up
44. Got out of bed
45. Teen's woe
47. Needle openings
48. Energy
49. Lasagna cheese
52. Prongs
53. Cozy retreats
58. Magazine editions
61. Broadcast
64. Midday
65. _______ tube
67. Locale
68. Unclothed
69. Nighttime vision
70. Vocalist ________ Fitzgerald
71. Ship's pole
72. Ahead of time
73. Look

1.

1.
DOWN
    Beauty shop
2. Defendant's offering
3. Web-footed birds
4. Business gp.
5. Got it! (2 wds.)
6. Pub missile
7. Side by side
8. Laughter syllable
9. Decree
10. Pile Up
11. Infamous fiddler

     Bambi, e.g.
13. Pierce
21. Had more points
23. Wash
26. Take offense at
28. Nest egg (abbr.)
29. Consolation
30. Hang around
31. Tennis' ____  Sampras
32. Citrus drinks
33. Bath bar

      Feel concern
35. Upon
36. Den and study (abbr.)
39. Park or Madison
(abbr.)
41. Ghostly
43. Permit
46. Kevin _____ of 
"Dances with Wolves"
50. Interior
51. "Raggedy" doll

      Radio receiver
54. 19th letters
55. Grin
56. Baron, e.g.
57. Iron setting
58. Taverns
59. Split pea, e.g..
60. Pop
62. Not fake
63. Military branch
66. Gun org.

12. 34. 52.

"Home is a place
you grow up
wanting to

leave, and grow
old wanting to
get back to."



IT’S TIME FOR LYME
As we enter spring and summer, please keep in mind the following Lyme information and prevention tips:
* Daily tick checks are crucial elements in Lyme disease prevention.
* Tick repellants should be worn when in Lyme habitats.
* Remember: It is not the tick that you find that is likely to cause Lyme disease, it’s the one you never find.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CHECKLIST
•	 Be aware that sun glare reduces driver visibility
•	 Wear white clothing or reflectors or carry a light when walking at night.
•	 When driving, be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school zones and be on the lookout for bikers, 

walkers or runners who may be distracted or may step into the street unexpectedly. 
•	 Reminder: when walking through the Arches tunnel stay close to the side as it is difficult for drivers to see walkers 

in the tunnel.
For more pedestrian safety information visit www.gohunterdon.org

WET WIPES AWARENESS
Disinfectant wipes and baby care wipes cannot be flushed in the toilet! Just because an item says it can be flushed 
doesn’t mean it should be. The problem is that they appear to take longer to break down when compared to traditional 
toilet paper, and as a result have caused major blockages in sewer systems.  Wet wipes, which do not disintegrate the 
way traditional toilet paper does, often combine with other materials, like congealed grease, which can clog and dam-
age plumbing. Wipes that clog pipes can lead to blockages that can cause sewage overflow into basements or streams. 
Please do not flush these items. Instead, bag them and place them in your garbage for collection. 

HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF HEALTH
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Eileen Wallace
Broker/Sales Associate 

Cell: 908.334.8665
eileenwallace@weichert.com 
Eileen-Wallace.weichert.com

 

A Proud Member of the  
High Bridge Business Association 

A Consistent Top Producing Real Estate Office in Hunterdon County! 
Weic hert Realtors •  9 West Main Street •  Clinton, NJ •  08809 •  Office: 908.735.8140

(* Source: Redatum Jan. 2021 - July 2021. Information Deemed Reliable but not Guaranteed.)

HAVE YOU HEARD?  
Our Exclusive Weichert $5,000 Closing Date  

Guarantee is Now for Sellers, too! 

Scan For Details! 

Whether Buying or Selling,  
Call or Text Me. 

Let me help you move  
from where you are… 

 To where you want to be. 

CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 
The Clean Communities Program was created in 1986 with funding from 
taxes levied on the sale of litter generating products. The Clean Communi-
ties Fund was reauthorized in 2002 making all municipalities eligible to re-
ceive funding.  

High Bridge annually receives grant money. Spending the grant money is 
restricted and can only be used for litter abatement / awareness items such 
as: litter and graffiti cleanup and removal, enforcement of local anti-lit-
tering laws, purchase of trash receptacles, sponsorship of adopt a park and 
educational programs. The High Bridge Environmental Committee used our 
2020 Clean Communities Grant money in the following ways:

• Purchase of a double trash/ recycling receptacle for Main Street
• Purchase of 5 steel cigarette disposal posts for Main Street 
• Sponsor an educational assembly for the HB Elementary 
• Fund the annual Electronics Recycling Event
• Fund the annual Document Shredding Event
• Participation in Raritan Headwaters River Clean Up Day
• Litter abatement brochures
• Graffiti cleaning supplies

“CAUGHT BEING GREEN” 
The Environmental Commission 
is looking for environmentally re-
sponsible residents. Please submit 
the name and the environmental 
action of any HB resident you have 
observed going out of their way to 
be environmentally responsible by 
Nov. 30. Check out past Green Award 
recipients on the environmental 
commission page of our town web 
site at www.highbridge.org. 

The Environmental Commission 
presents this Green Award yearly. 
We have two nomination categories: 
one for adults or organizations and 
the other for youth. Nominations for 
the annual Green Award should be 
sent to lhughes@highbridge.org. 

HIGH BRIDGE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

http://www.gohunterdon.org
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Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 
High Bridge Borough Water Department  

For the Year 2023, Results from the Year 2022 
We are pleased to present to you this year's Annual Drinking Water Quality Report. This report is designed to inform you about the quality water and services we deliver to 
you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually 
improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. 
 
If you are a landlord, you must distribute this Drinking Water Quality Report to every tenant as soon as practicable, but no later than three business days after 
receipt. Delivery must be done by hand, mail, or email, and by posting the information in a prominent location at the entrance of each rental premises, pursuant to 
section #3 of NJ P.L. 2021, c.82 (C.58:12A-12.4 et seq.). 
  
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
  

TEST RESULTS 
Please see the following page for a list of terms and definitions used in this table.  

Contaminant 
 

Violation 
Y/N 

 
Level  

Detected 

 
Units of 

Measure- 
ment 

 
MCLG 

 
MCL 

 
Likely Source of Contamination 

 
Radioactive Contaminants:  
Combined Radium 
228 & 226  
Test results Yr. 2021 

 
N 

 
Range = ND – 1.5 
Highest detect = 1.5 

 
pCi/1 

 
0 

 
5 

 
Erosion of natural deposits 

 
Regulated Disinfectants:  
Chlorine 
Test results Yr. 2022 

 
N Range = 0.1 – 0.5 

Average: 0.4 ppm 
 

 
ppm MRDLG 

      4     

 
MRDL 

         4 

 
Water additive used to control microbes. 

Disinfectant Byproducts:   
Haloacetic Acids 
[HAA5] 
Test results Yr. 2022 

 
N Range = 2 - 3 

Highest detect = 3 

 
ppb 

 
N/A 

 
60 

 
Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 

 
Total 
Trihalomethanes 
[TTHM] 
Test results Yr. 2022 

 
N Range = 8 - 23 

Highest detect = 23 

 
ppb 

 
N/A 

 
80 

 
Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 

Inorganic Contaminants:  
Barium 
Test results Yr. 2021 

 
N 

 
Range = 0.01 – 0.09 
Highest detect = 0.09 
 

 
ppm 2 2 

 
Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge from 
metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits 

 
Copper 
Test results Yr. 2020 
Result at 90th Percentile 

 
N 

 
0.72 
No samples exceeded the 
action level 

 
ppm 

 
1.3 

 
AL=1.3 

 
Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
erosion of natural deposits; leaching from wood 
preservatives 

 
Lead 
Test results Yr. 2020 
Result at 90th Percentile 

 
N 

 
5.9 
1 sample out of 20 exceeded 
the action level 

 
ppb 

 
0 

 
AL=15 

 
Corrosion of household plumbing systems, 
erosion of natural deposits 

 
Nickel 
Test results Yr. 2021 

 
N 

 
Range = ND – 1.5 
Highest detect = 1.5 

 
ppb 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
Erosion of natural deposits 

 
Nitrate 
Test results Yr. 2022 
 

 
N 

 
Range = 0.9 – 2.8 
Highest detect = 2.8 
 

 
ppm 

 
10 

 
10 

 
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic 
tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits 

PFAS Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances: 
PFOS 
Perfluorooctane 
Sulfonic Acid 
Test results Yr. 2022 

 
N 

 
Range = 2 - 4 
Highest detect = 4 
Average = 3 
 

 
ppt N/A 13 Discharge from industrial, chemical, and 

manufacturing factories, release of aqueous film 
forming foam. 

PFOA 
Perfluorooctane Acid 
Test results Yr. 2022 

 
N 

 
Range = 3 - 4 
Highest detect = 4 
Average = 3 

 
ppt 

 
N/A 

 
             14 

 
Discharge from industrial, chemical, and 
manufacturing factories, release of aqueous film 
forming foam. 

 
 
 
 
 
We slightly exceeded the Recommended Upper Limit for sodium.  For healthy individuals, the sodium intake from water is not important, because a much greater 
intake of sodium takes place from salt in the diet.  However, sodium levels above the Recommended Upper Limit (RUL) may be of concern to individuals on a 
sodium restricted diet. 
 
Secondary Contaminant- Substances that do not have an impact on health. Secondary Contaminants affect aesthetic qualities such as odor, taste, or appearance.  Secondary 

standards are recommendations, not mandates.  
Recommended Upper Limit (RUL) – Recommended maximum concentration of secondary contaminants.  These reflect aesthetic qualities such as odor, taste, or 
appearance.  RULs are recommendations, not mandates. 

 
Secondary Contaminant 

 
Level Detected 

 
Units of Measurement 

  
RUL 

Sodium 
Test results Yr. 2021 

 
Range = 11 - 51 

 
ppm 

   
50 



 
 
 
Our water supply comes from five wells. The Fairview Wellfield consists of Wells #’s2, 3, 4 and 5 which draw groundwater from a fractured gneiss aquifer, and range in 
depth from 230 to 330 feet. The Grayrock Well; Well #8, draws groundwater from a limestone aquifer and is 115 feet deep. 
 
The High Bridge Borough Water Department routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. This table shows the results of 
our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2022. The State allows us to monitor for some contaminants less than once per year because the 
concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. Some of the data listed, though representative, is more than one year old. 
 
Definitions - In the “Test Results” table you may some terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided 
the following definitions: 
 
Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present. 
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 
Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.  
Parts per trillion (ppt) or nanogram per liter - one part per trillion corresponds to one minute in 20,000 years, or a single penny in $100,000,000.  
Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - Picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 
Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 
Maximum Contaminant Level - The "Maximum Allowed" (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the 

MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal -The "Goal"(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs 

allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant 

is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): -The level of a drinking water disinfectant, below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do 

not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contamination. 
 
Water Sources and Contaminants - The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds reservoirs, springs, and wells.  
As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up 
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. 
 
 Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, 
and wildlife. 

• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic 
wastewater discharges, oil and gas projection, mining, or farming. 

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses. 
• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum 

production, and can, also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 
• Radioactive contaminants which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 

 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 
Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
 
Monitoring Waivers - The Safe Drinking Water Act regulations allow monitoring waivers to reduce or eliminate the monitoring requirements for asbestos, volatile organic 
chemicals and synthetic organic chemicals. The High Bridge Borough Water Department received monitoring waivers for asbestos and synthetic organic chemicals 
(pesticides). 
 
What are PFOA and PFOS?  
Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) are per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), previously referred to as perfluorinated compounds, 
or PFCs, that are man-made and used in industrial and commercial applications. PFOA was used as a processing aid in the manufacture of fluoropolymers used in non-stick 
cookware and other products, as well as other commercial and industrial uses based on its resistance to harsh chemicals and high temperatures. PFOS is used in metal 
plating and finishing as well as in various commercial products. PFOS was previously used as a major ingredient in aqueous film forming foams for firefighting and 
training, and PFOA and PFOS are found in consumer products such as stain resistant coatings for upholstery and carpets, water resistant outdoor clothing, and grease proof 
food packaging. Although the use of PFOA and PFOS has decreased substantially, contamination is expected to continue indefinitely because these substances are 
extremely persistent in the environment and are soluble and mobile in water. More information can be found at: https://www.state.nj.us/dep/wms/bears/docs/2019-4-15-
FAQs_PFOS-PFOA-websites-OLA%204-24-19SDM-(003).pdf 
 
Source Water Assessment - The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) has completed and issued a Source Water Assessment Report and Summary for 
our water system, which is available at https://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/swap/index.html or by contacting NJDEP’s Bureau of Safe Drinking Water at (609) 292-5550. You 
may also contact the High Bridge Water Department to obtain information regarding the Source Water Assessment Program.  Our water system’s Source Water Assessment 
Summary Report is included. 
 
Sources of Lead in Drinking Water 
The High Bridge Borough Water Department is responsible for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components.  Although most lead exposure occurs from inhaling dust or from contaminated soil, or when children eat paint chips, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (USEPA) estimates that 10 to 20 percent of human exposure to lead may come from lead in drinking water. Infants who consume mostly mixed formula can receive 
40 percent to 60 percent of their exposure to lead from drinking water. Lead is rarely found in the source of your drinking water but enters tap water through corrosion, or 
wearing away, of materials containing lead in the water distribution system and household plumbing materials. These materials include lead-based solder used to join copper 
pipes, brass, and chrome-brass faucets, and in some cases, service lines made of or lined with lead.  New brass faucets, fittings, and valves, including those advertised as 
“lead-free”, may still contain a small percentage of lead, and contribute lead to drinking water. The law currently allows end-use brass fixtures, such as faucets, with up to 
0.25 percent lead to be labeled as “lead free”. However, prior to January 4, 2014, “lead free” allowed up to 8 percent lead content of the wetted surfaces of plumbing 
products including those labeled National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) certified. Visit the NSF website at www.nsf.org to learn more about lead-containing plumbing 
fixtures. Consumers should be aware of this when choosing fixtures and take appropriate precautions. When water stands in lead service lines, lead pipes, or plumbing 
systems containing lead for several hours or more, the lead may dissolve into your drinking water. This means the first water drawn from the tap in the morning, or later in 
the afternoon if the water has not been used all day, can contain fairly high levels of lead. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Steps You Can Take to Reduce Exposure to Lead in Drinking Water 
For a full list of steps visit: https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/dwc-lead-consumer.html 

Run the cold water to flush out lead.  Let the water run from the tap before using it for drinking or cooking any time the water in the faucet has gone unused for 
more than six hours. The longer the water resides in plumbing the more lead it may contain. Flushing the tap means running the cold-water faucet. Let the water run 
from the cold-water tap based on the length of the lead service line and the plumbing configuration in your home. In other words, the larger the home or building 
and the greater the distance to the water main (in the street), the more water it will take to flush properly. Although toilet flushing or showering flushes water 
through a portion of the plumbing system, you still need to flush the water in each faucet before using it for drinking or cooking. Flushing tap water is a simple and 
inexpensive measure you can take to protect your health. It usually uses less than one gallon of water.  
Use cold, flushed water for cooking and preparing baby formula. Because lead from lead-containing plumbing materials and pipes can dissolve into hot water 
more easily than cold water, never drink, cook, or prepare beverages including baby formula using hot water from the tap. If you have not had your water sampled 
or if you know, it is recommended that bottled or filtered water be used for drinking and preparing baby formula. If you need hot water, draw water from the cold 
tap and then heat it. 
Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce lead; however, it is still safe to wash dishes and do laundry. Lead will not soak into dishware or 
most clothes. 
Use alternative sources or treatment of water. You may want to consider purchasing bottled water or a water filter. Read the package to be sure the filter is 
approved to reduce lead or contact NSF International at 800-NSF-8010 or www.nsf.org for information on performance standards for water filters. 
Determine if you have interior lead plumbing or solder. If your home/building was constructed prior to 1987, it is important to determine if interior lead solder 
or lead pipes are present. You can check yourself, hire a licensed plumber, or check with your landlord. 
Replace plumbing fixtures and service lines containing lead. Replace brass faucets, fittings, and valves that do not meet the current definition of “lead free” from 
2014 (as explained above). Visit the NSF website at www.nsf.org to learn more about lead-containing plumbing fixtures.  
Remove and clean aerators/screens on plumbing fixtures. Over time, particles and sediment can collect in the aerator screen. Regularly remove and clean 
aerators screens located at the tip of faucets and remove any particles. 
Test your water for lead. Please contact Rick Roll, CPWM, Director of Public Works at 908-638-6588 to find out how to get your water tested for lead. Testing is 
essential because you cannot see, taste, or smell lead in drinking water. 
Get your child tested. Contact your local health department or healthcare provider to find out how you can get your child tested for lead if you are concerned about 
lead exposure.  New Jersey law requires that children be tested for lead in their blood at both 1 and 2 years of age and before they are 6 years old if they have never 
been tested before or if they have been exposed to a known source of lead.  
Have an electrician check your wiring. If grounding wires from the electrical system are attached to your pipes, corrosion may be greater. Check with a licensed 
electrician or your local electrical code to determine if your wiring can be grounded elsewhere. DO NOT attempt to change the wiring yourself because improper 
grounding can cause electrical shock and fire hazards. 
Water softeners and reverse osmosis units will remove lead from water but can also make the water more corrosive to lead solder and plumbing by removing 
certain minerals; therefore, the installation of these treatment units at the point of entry into homes with lead plumbing should only be done under supervision of a 
qualified water treatment professional. 

 
Health Effects of Lead  
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage to the brain and kidneys and can interfere 
with the production of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children, and pregnant women. 
Scientists have linked the effects of lead on the brain with lowered IQ in children. Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be affected by low levels of 
lead more than healthy adults. Lead is stored in the bones, and it can be released later in life. During pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother’s bones, which may 
affect brain development. Contact your local health department or healthcare provider to find out how you can get your child tested for lead if you are concerned about lead 
exposure. You can find out more about how to get your child tested and how to pay for it at https://www.state.nj.us/health/childhoodlead/testing.shtml.  

The table illustrates the susceptibility ratings for the seven contaminant categories (and radon) for each source in the system. The table provides the number of wells that 
rated high (H), medium (M), or low (L) for each contaminant category. For susceptibility ratings of purchased water, refer to the specific water system’s source 
water assessment report. 
 
The seven contaminant categories are defined after the table. DEP considered all surface water highly susceptible to pathogens, therefore all intakes received a 
high rating for the pathogen category. For the purpose of the Source Water Assessment Program, radionuclides are more of a concern for ground water than surface 
water. As a result, surface water intakes’ susceptibility to radionuclides was not determined and they all received a low rating. 
 
If a system is rated highly susceptible for a contaminant category, it does not mean a customer is or will be consuming contaminated drinking water. 
The rating reflects the potential for contamination of source water, not the existence of contamination. Public water systems are required to monitor for regulated 
contaminants and to install treatment if any contaminants are detected at frequencies and concentrations above allowable levels. As a result of the assessments, DEP may 
customize (change existing) monitoring schedules based on the susceptibility ratings. 

 Pathogens Nutrients Pesticides 
Volatile 
Organic 

Compounds 
Inorganics 

Radio- 
nuclides 

Radon Disinfection 
Byproduct 
Precursors 

Sources H M L H M L H M L H M L H M L H M L H M L H M L 

Wells - 5  5  4 1   2 3 1  4  1 4 1 4  5   1 4  

      Pathogens: Disease-causing organisms such as bacteria and viruses. Common sources are animal and human fecal wastes. 
Nutrients: Compounds, minerals and elements that aid growth, that are both naturally occurring and man-made. Examples include nitrogen and phosphorus. 
Volatile Organic Compounds: Man-made chemicals used as solvents, degreasers, and gasoline components. Examples include benzene, methyl tertiary butyl 
ether (MTBE), and vinyl chloride. 
Pesticides: Man-made chemicals used to control pests, weeds and fungus. Common sources include land application and manufacturing centers of pesticides. 
Examples include herbicides such as atrazine, and insecticides such as chlordane. 
Inorganics: Mineral-based compounds that are both naturally occurring and man-made. Examples include arsenic, asbestos, copper, lead, and nitrate. 
Radionuclides: Radioactive substances that are both naturally occurring and man-made. Examples include radium and uranium. 
Radon: Colorless, odorless, cancer-causing gas that occurs naturally in the environment. For more information go to 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/rpp/radon/index.htm or call (800) 648-0394. 
Disinfection Byproduct Precursors: A common source is naturally occurring organic matter in surface water. Disinfection byproducts are formed when the 
disinfectants (usually chlorine) used to kill pathogens react with dissolved organic material (for example leaves) present in surface water. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Special Notice: 
In July 2022; an Updated Drinking Water Service Line Inventory, a Lead Service Line Replacement Plan and an Annual Lead Service Line Replacement Progress Report 
was to be submitted to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP).  We were inadvertently late in submitting our Lead Service Line Replacement 
Plan and our Annual Lead Service Line Replacement Progress Report and received reporting violations.   
 
Consumer Confidence Report 
Public community water systems must comply with the Consumer Confidence Rule, which requires community water systems to prepare a Consumer Confidence Report 
(CCR) annually, containing the previous year’s drinking water monitoring data, and post to both their residents and New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP) by July 1st and CCR Certification Form to NJDEP by October 1st of each year.  We were late submitting our CCR to NJDEP.  They received it on 9/27/22. 
 
In July 2021, P.L.2021, Ch.183 (Law) was enacted, requiring all community water systems to replace lead service lines in their service area within 10 years. Under 
the law, The High Bridge Borough Water Department is required to notify customers, non-paying consumers, and any off-site owner of a property (e.g., landlord) 
when it is known they are served by a lead service line*.  Our service line inventory is available upon request. 
 
Contact / Meetings - If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact C. Brandon Metz, CPWM, Director of Public Works at 
908-638-6588.  We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Borough 
Council meetings.  Meetings are held on the second and fourth Thursday day of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
We at the High Bridge Borough Water Department work hard to provide top quality water to every tap. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water 
sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of life and our children's future. Please call our office if you have any questions. 
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