
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: April 27, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 
Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present  
Also present were Administrator Bonnie Fleming, Clerk Adam Young, and fourteen members of the public and 
press. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 04/13/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the April 13, 2023 regular minutes: Doyle / Silvestri 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 04/13/2023 
Motion to approve the April 13, 2023 regular minutes: Graham / Silvestri 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Sally Ward spoke about Administrator Fleming’s accomplishments with the Borough and her appreciation for her 
work. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2023-017:  Security Cameras and Locks 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-017: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Fleming spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-017: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-017: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Tax and Finance Monthly Report 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 146 - 2023 Acceptance of Animal Control Vehicle 
Resolution - 147 - 2023 Amend Capital Budget 
Resolution - 148 - 2023 Appointment of Chief Financial Officer 



Resolution - 149 - 2023 Appointment of Deputy Administrator 
Resolution - 150 - 2023 Appoint Of Part Time Seasonal Public Works Employee – Brad Van Natta 
Resolution - 151 - 2023 Appoint Of Part Time Seasonal Public Works Employee – Richard Fazio 
Resolution - 152 - 2023 Appointment of Tax Collector 
Resolution - 153 - 2023 Approval Of Solitude House Reservation For Event And Code Exemptions 
Resolution - 154 - 2023 Authorize Girl Scout Silver Award Project 
Resolution - 155 - 2023 Borough Event – Criterium Race 
Resolution - 156 - 2023 Chapter 159 – Recreation Grant 
Resolution - 157 - 2023 Chapter 159 – Stormwater Assistance Grant 
Resolution - 158 - 2023 Exemptions to Provisions of Chapter 268, Article 1 
Resolution - 159 - 2023 Extend Award of Grant for Center Street 
Resolution - 160 - 2023 Management Plan - Nassau and Springside Trails 
Resolution - 161 - 2023 Open Container Borough Historical Events 
Resolution - 162 - 2023 Pay to Play Professional Services Contract – RVE Engineering 
Resolution - 163 - 2023 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Outside Duty 
Resolution - 164 - 2023 Social Media and Website Appointments 
Resolution - 165 - 2023 Zoning Permit Refund 

Motion to adopt the consent agenda Resolution 146-2023 and Resolution 147-2023, Resolution 150-2023 and 
Resolution 151-2023, Resolution 153-2023 and Resolution 154-2023, and Resolution 156-2023 through 
Resolution 165-2023: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Schwartz spoke about Resolutions 148-2023, 149-2023, and 152-2023 which cover the 
Administrator’s responsibilities, asked for clarification about appointments of duties, and clarification of having 
a part-time CFO be reflected in the Resolution. Mayor Lee spoke about role coverage, sub-committee 
discussions, previous duty coverage by Administrator Fleming, and clarification of the Resolution to reflect a 
part-time position. Council discussion ensued about previous duty coverage and communications moving to the 
Deputy Administrator. 
Motion to amend Resolution 148-2023 to specify the position is part time: Schwartz / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Resolution 148-2023: Doyle / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Resolution 149-2023 and Resolution 152-2023: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri offered his assistance with the Criterium event. Clerk Young and Mayor Lee spoke about 
the possible need for future Resolutions to facilitate parts of the Criterium plan. Andrew Schneider of the 
Recreation Committee spoke about contacting the businesses for the event. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 155-2023: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-018: Amending Borough Code, Ch. 275 to Include Article III - Lead-based Paint  

Inspections 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-018: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-018 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of May 11, 2023. 
B. Ordinance 2023-019: Bond Ordinance Providing A Supplemental Appropriation Of $225,000 For  

Bunnvale Upgrades Consisting Of Various Water Utility Improvements In And 
By The Borough Of High Bridge, In The County Of Hunterdon, New Jersey, 



And Authorizing The Issuance Of $225,000 Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough To 
Finance Part Of The Cost Thereof 

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-019: Doyle / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-019 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of May 11, 2023. 
C. Ordinance 2023-020: Road Improvements – Nassau Road 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-020: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-020 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of May 11, 2023. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: 

Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services 
Councilman Doyle spoke about a resignation from the Economic Development Committee, purchasing flags for 
the 125th celebration, and the Arbor Day event. Spoke about Emergency Services statistics, an EMT apprentice 
program, and training. Spoke about Fire Department statistics, fire pit safety, fire alarm testing, and the June 10th 
Music Fest even. Spoke about the Police Department statistics, new signage on Fairview Avenue, and Church St.. 
Councilman Graham - Golf / Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance 
Councilman Graham spoke about the sewage grinder pump project being completed, maintenance completed, 
having a good financial first quarter, planning of future events. Spoke about the Recreation Committee meeting, 
future events and races, trail work, wood removal, having a new Committee member. Spoke about the Finance 
Committee and the budget, beginning the audit, the ANCHOR program extension, and utility assistance. 
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling 
Councilman Nowell spoke about Environmental Commission clean up event, litter monitoring, successful events 
completed and future environmental events, thanked DPW and Jeff Smith for their assistance with projects, 
closing of the Nassau trails, the newsletter has been sent out with funds saved by bringing processes in-house. 
Councilman Schwartz - Education 
Councilman Schwartz attended the High Bridge Board of Education meetings, spoke about attending future 
meetings, the school budget, PSAs concerning the budget, a Supplemental Stabilization Request Resolution, 
discussions about a School Resource Officer, and the retiring of Mrs. Richardson. 
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about Department of Publics work projects, thanked Mrs. Kovacsofksy for sign 
repainting, events and services available at the DPW yard, pothole repair, fence replacement, hydrant flushing, 
recycling and tonnage grant submission, sewer line repairs, and Bunnvale well repairs. Councilman Schwartz 
stated that some costs of the project are more than double estimated. Administrator Fleming spoke about the 
history of the project. Mayor Lee stated that the Borough needs clean water. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Historical 
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about Solitude House repairs completed and thanked all those who supported these 
efforts, successful past and future events planned, communications about future events, fundraising projects to 
support the Solitude House, and spoke about ways to support the Solitude House. 
Administrator Fleming - Administrator’s Report 
Administrator Fleming spoke about filing many grants, progress on new grant applications, and FEMA funds 
covering items from hurricane Ida. 
Mayor Lee - Executive Services 
Mayor Lee spoke about Administrator Fleming's work as Administrator and thanked Administrator Fleming for 
her work in the Borough, infrastructure being addressed in the Borough, meeting with New Jersey transit about 
Commons projects, thanked DPW, volunteers, and the Mayor of Franklin Township, spoke about interviewing for 
Borough positions, transit village application progress, Borough events, Nassau trail use review, school security 
discussions, and communicating with the Borough directly on issues. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
 
 



APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $3,022,234.72 
Motion to approve bill list: Doyle / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 

Andrew Schneider of the Recreation Committee thanked the DPW and volunteers for their assistance with trails. 
Sally Ward stated the Commons project is amazing, thanked Council, that she will miss Administrator Fleming, 
thanked her for her work, and thanked Chief Bartman for taking the Deputy Administrator position. Alan 
Schwartz spoke about being in full support of the Bunnvale water project but is against additional soft costs 
without explanation. Coleen Conroy thanked Administrator Fleming for her hard work, asked about the Commons 
work going on, and recognized the children for their $400 contribution to the Arbor Day event. Brett Bartman 
congratulated Administrator Fleming on her retirement. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: May 11, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


