
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: June 22, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Zoom Meeting – Link on www.highbridge.org 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present  
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam Young, and 
seven members of the public and press. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/08/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the June 8, 2023 regular minutes: Doyle / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/08/2023 
Motion to approve the June 8, 2023 regular minutes: Graham / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON - NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Borough Auditor Letter 
B. Certificate of Determination and Award 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 194 - 2023 Accept Bid – Water Valve Turner 
Resolution - 195 - 2023 Approval of Covid-19 Expansion of Premises Permit 
Resolution - 196 - 2023 Approval of Solitude House Reservation Application 
Resolution - 197 - 2023 Authorizing Execution of Federal Aid Agreement with NJDOT SRTS Downtown 

Connection 
Resolution - 198 - 2023 Award of Contract – Nassau Paving 
Resolution - 199 - 2023 Award of Contract – Sunset, Mary Jo, Hoffman, Sylvan, Jane Lane, Mine Paving 
Resolution - 200 - 2023 Chapter 159 – Transit Village 
Resolution - 201 - 2023 Plenary License Approval – Circa 
Resolution - 202 - 2023 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 203 - 2023 Cancellation Of Capital Appropriation Balances 
Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 194-2023 through Resolution 201-2023 and Resolution 203-
2023: Doyle / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



Resolution 202-2023 discussion. Council and Clerk Young discussed the terms of Committee 
members and having the Resolution be amended to reflect the resignation of a member. 
Motion to amend Resolution 202-2023 to remove Lauren Hamlin from the Economic Development Committee: 
Doyle / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to approve Resolution 202-2023 as amended: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-025: Amending Borough Code, Ch. 275 to Include Article III - Lead-based Paint  

Inspections Updated 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-025: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-025 shall be published in the Express Times and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of July 20, 2023. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: 
Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services 
Doyle spoke about the Economic Development Meeting schedule and the transit village grant. Spoke about 
Police statistics and home security surveys by Officer Gutsick. Spoke about the Fire Department statistics, 
staffing of the mutual aid unit, membership available in the High Bridge Fire Department, and the successful 
High Bridge Fire Department event. Spoke about the South Branch Emergency Services statistics, donated items 
to South Branch Emergency Service members, and participating in a cadet drill competition. 
Councilman Graham - Golf / Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance 
Spoke about moving financial systems to cloud storage, the Borough's auditor letter, and the utility assistance 
program. Spoke about the Recreation Committee, having the flow trails open, the plan for future bathrooms in 
the Commons, the Recreation Facebook page status, Criterium bike race event, and Huskies bathroom open 
times. Spoke about the Golf committee meeting, the Department of Public Works cleaning up items at the 
course, positive statistics at the course, and course advertising programs. 
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling 
Spoke about the document shredding event, monitoring open space for litter, thanked residents for planter help, 
the Borough watering schedules, working to reduce knot weed, students work with the train station, no meeting 
of Green Team due to holiday but working on sustainable New Jersey, and the Grounds for Arts event. 
Councilman Schwartz - Education 
Spoke about the meetings of the Boards of Education, graduation ceremony, and congratulations to the 
graduates. 
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering 
Spoke about DPW mowing, mulching, flower bed maintenance, fence maintenance, fire hydrant painting, road 
repairs, Bunnvale well upgrades, Cregar Road bridge, Dewey Ave. permits moving forward, water main design 
on Borough streets, and a thank you to DPW for Borough event assistance. 
Councilwoman Ferry - Historical 
Spoke about fundraising for the Solitude House, thanked Soap Box organizers for their work, thanked the Fire 
Dept. for their event assistance, event updates and information, restorations at the Solitude House, thanked DPW 
for help at the Solitude House, thanked volunteers for their assistance with projects, and spoke about the wedding 
event. 
Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about working on Borough projects; road projects, forestry projects, grants. Working with the risk 
manager for damages to the transit bridge, coordinating Borough meetings, fire abatement at the Solitude House, 
and a claim submission. 
Mayor Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about participating in the Town Hall about road projects, thanked DPW for patching Hart Street, 
Highlands work with the Transit Village project, and the tax bills are scheduled to go out soon. 

 



LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $1,578,914.70 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Silvestri 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON - NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: July 20, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


