BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: July 20, 2023 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  present Councilman Nowell  present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Schwartz present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Dep. Admin Brett Bartman, Attorney Barry Goodman, Clerk Adam Young, and nine members
of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/22/2023

Motion to dispense with the reading of the June 22, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/22/2023

Motion to approve the June 22, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about her experience with the release of a bald eagle by the Raptor Trust at Lake Solitude.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2023-025: Amending Borough Code, Ch. 275 to Include Article III - Lead-based Paint
Inspections Updated

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-025: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Deputy Administrator Bartman and Attorney Goodman spoke about incorporating the State’s updates from

previous drafts and the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-025: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-025: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Probationary Status Letter — Anthony Frezza
B. Resignation Letter — Manuel Lopes Jr.

C. June Zoning Report

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda



RESOLUTION #

TITLE

Resolution - 204 - 2023

Accept Resignation of Department of Public Works Laborer - Manual Lopes Jr

Resolution - 205 - 2023

Appointment of Annual Reassessment Inspector - Mark Brong

Resolution - 206 - 2023

Appointment of Clean Communities Coordinator

Resolution - 207 - 2023

Appointment of Department of Public Works Supervisor - Jeff Smith

Resolution - 208 - 2023

Approval To Submit A Grant Application And Execute A Grant Contract With
The New Jersey Department Of Transportation For The Wilson Avenue
Improvement Project

Resolution - 209 - 2023

Authorization To Utilize Borough Grounds For Social Affairs Permit - For High
Bridge

Resolution - 210 - 2023

Award of Contract - PSI - Sewer Pump Station Upgrades

Resolution - 211 - 2023

Cancel Capital Balances

Resolution - 212 - 2023

Probationary Period Met For the Full-time Dept of Public Works Laborer -
Anthony Frezza

Resolution - 213 - 2023

Refund Construction Permit - Vision Solar

Resolution - 214 - 2023

Award of Contract - RVE Engineering For Sewer Pump Station Upgrades

Motion to approve the consent agenda items except Resolution 207-2023 and Resolution 210-2023:

Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 207-2023: Councilman Silvestri spoke about a retirement and resignation of two Department of
Public Works employees and the intention to move Jeffrey Smith up into a new role.

Motion to approve Resolution 207-2023: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 210-2023: Councilman Silvestri spoke about the status of the sewer pump station computer system
failure, no emergency happening yet, and about the fix proposed with the Resolution.

Motion to approve Resolution 210-2023: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Support for The Midori Leaf, LLC Application To The New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission
Attorney Goodman spoke about the Ordinances adopted by the Borough, the applicants submitting applications
to the Planning Board and Council, and the applicant seeking a Resolution to present to the State.

Mayor Lee spoke about the applicants being present at the meeting, the Planning Board and Council applications
being in order, the two percent gross revenue the Borough will collect on cannabis sales, and wished the
applicants well. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the integrity of the applicants but not being sure this is the best
business for High Bridge. Councilman Nowell and Graham wished the business owners well.

Motion to approve Resolution 215-2023: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services
Councilman Doyle spoke about meeting with the Economic Development Committee and highlighting more of

what is available in High Bridge. Spoke about the Fire Department statistics, the successful Fire Department
event, thanked Borough Council and the residents for continued support. Spoke about South Branch Emergency
Squad statistics, attending a training exercise, a junior academy event, responding to water calls, and South
Branch Emergency Medical Services running a 90 minute CPR class. Spoke about Police Department statistics
and training and the high volume of traffic moving through the Borough.

Councilman Graham - Golf / Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance




Councilman Graham spoke about meeting with the Golf Committee and having good numbers at the course,
repairs at the golf course, upcoming events at the course, JCP&L removal of dead ash trees. Spoke about the
audit report coming soon. Spoke about the upcoming Criterium Race, sponsorships, and race plans.

Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling

Councilman Nowell spoke about the Borough being Wildlife Certified, the successful document shredding event,
monitoring the watering program, the Green Team participating in the electric car show, and the Aug 9th free
lead screening event.

Councilman Schwartz - Education

Councilman Schwartz spoke about the meeting of the High Bridge Board of Education, a tour of the last
graduating class of the High Bridge High School, and the 1st Grade Teacher interviewing for Mrs. Richard’s
position.

Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering

Councilman Silvestri spoke about cleaning of drainage ditches, cleanouts, labeling of storm basins, grass cutting,
paving, potholes, preparation for paving in Jenny Jump, exercising of water valves, mark outs for gas main
installs, repair of Borough equipment, water meter replacements continuing, training for DPW, passive
recreation sign installs, dam work, map documentation being recorded, Dewey Ave recycling permit progress, ,
safety inspection of Well 8, Bunnvale well update, clear well chamber expected for next week. Mayor Lee spoke
about DPW working hard and creatively to fix Borough issues.

Councilwoman Ferry - Historical

Councilwoman Ferry thanked all who contributed to the preservation of the Solitude House, spoke about the
wedding event, available rental space at the Solitude House, successful events held at the Solitude House,
coming Borough events, the Annex building being remodeled, the success with the Hunterdon County Cultural
Commission, continuing preservation work, and a thank you from Kelly Matos to Mayor, Council, Borough
Employees, businesses, and the residents.

Deputy Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report

Dep. Admin Bartman spoke about speaking to PSI about the coming engineering, grant work, filing of insurance
claims, closure of FEMA and EMMA grant projects, speaking to engineers about 2024, extension for recreation
grant.

Mayor Lee - Executive Services

Mayor Lee thanked Council for their great reports and their hard work, Chief/Dep. Admin Bartman for his hard
work, High Bridge is getting four million dollars for critical infrastructure with a thank you to (listen), meeting
of the Planning Board concerning 77 Main Street being able to move forward with their project, Hunterdon
Games on August 26th, spoke about the tax bills going out and the tax assessment program, home values and the
housing market being strong in High Bridge, the senior freeze being available and to call Borough Hall with
questions.

LEGAL ISSUES:

Attorney Goodman spoke about being told, but does not have the paperwork yet, that the owners of 100 West
Main have filed an appeal for the Judge’s decision to award approximately one million dollars to the Borough of
High Bridge. Updates at next meeting.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $2,545,855.81
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Karyn Gove thanked Mayor Lee for the work on the Hunterdon Games coming up and thanked Councilman
Nowell for the liaison work for the Grounds for Art fest coming up. Sally Ward asked where the game will be
held. Mayor Lee stated Heritage Park.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes



Next Council Meeting: August 17, 2023 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor
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