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appy Fall High Bridge, and welcome
H to the very first digital edition of The
Bridge!
Due to the increased cost of creating the paper
edition, The Bridge will now only be available
on our website and in your inbox. If you’re not
already receiving alerts from us, please regis-
ter at: https://highbridge.org/news-events/
public-service-announcement-list/. The
Bridge will have a dedicated page on the web-
site and will be updated frequently.
A sincere Thank You and Congratulations to
the volunteers of our Recreation Commit-
tee and Creative Team for bringing two new
events to town ... the High Bridge Crit Race and
Grounds for Art Fest were both enormously
successful and complimented the popular
Soap Box Derby and HB Fire Department
Music Fest to make High Bridge the place to be
the Summer of 2023. ALL these events happen
because of our volunteers, Borough employ-

ees, Emergency Services, and team-
work. Looking forward to 2024!
We ended the summer on a high note
when Senator Andrew Zwicker and
Assemblyman Roy Freiman came to
our August Council meeting and pre-
sented High Bridge with a check for
$4,000,000. This State funding will be
used to replace the water line that runs
from the Bunnvale treatment center on
Buffalo Hollow Road, through Voorhees
State Park, and into the tank located on
Fairview Ave. Other critical water main
replacements in Solitude Village and Tisco Ave
are also earmarked with these funds.
Over the last year, many roads in the Bor-
ough were paved, including areas of Jenny
Jump, Nassau and Mine Roads. Planned for
next year are water main replacements and
paving on East Main and Highland, and the
long-awaited Phase I of Safe Routes to School
on Hart Street, Union and Central. Of course,
these complicated road projects are subject to
many variables on timing such as changes in
engineering, contracting and the weather. We
will continue to keep everyone updated via the
website and public service announcements.
Please enjoy reading the fall edition of The
Bridge, and feel free to provide feedback to
communications@highbridge.org.
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Mayor Michele Lee

The High Bridge Historical Committee continues its work with the
restoration and remodel projects at the Solitude House

he High Bridge Historical Committee (HBHC) has

continued its work this year with the restoration and
remodel projects at the historic Solitude House and its
outbuildings and grounds. All of the committee’s work
has been made possible through the support of volunteer
efforts, community and Borough support and generous

monetary and material donations.

HBHC has been incredibly busy with community events
hosted on the Solitude grounds, beginning 2023 with a
grand, open house celebration at Solitude to celebrate the
Borough'’s 125-year anniversary of its incorporation (Feb-
ruary 19, 1898). The event was heavily attended and the

continued on page 2

Inaugural ‘Bike Town NJ Crit’
brings bike racing back
to High Bridge!

fter a ten year hiatus, competitive bike
racing has returned to High Bridge. On
August 12th, the High Bridge Recreation Com-
mittee organized the highly successful Bike
Town NJ Crit bike race. Inspired by yester
year’s Tour of High Bridge and capitalizing
on the growing success of town-wide events,
such as the Soap Box Derby, the Commit-
tee aimed to hold a community event for
the enjoyment of professional racers and
spectators alike. The race, which took place
downtown, offered an exciting yet challenging
course with steep climbs and fast turns, great
for racing and watching. Additionally, the
committee secured an open container allow-
ance on the closed racecourse to add to the
excitement of the event.

Over 90 racers signed up across six categories,
racing for over $2000 in total prizes. Racers
had positive feedback, especially past Tour of
Somerville winner and this year’s Bike Town
NJ Crit Women'’s race winner, Laura Van Gild-
er. She noted, “The highlights of my expe-
rience racing here were the safety afforded
by the volunteers, police, and medical staff,
the very cool pottery “medals”, the cham-
pagne for all the podium placers, the primes
and prize purse to name a few things.” The
race was planned, organized, and executed by
the volunteer Recreation Committee includ-
ing Chairman Andrew Schneider, Secretary
Jonathan Pish, Joe Campolatanno, Event MC
Joe Masser, Andy Fulda, and Ashleigh Marin.
Community members also contributed on the
day as race day volunteers.

continued on page 2
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The High Bridge Creative Team launches Phase One
of High Bridge Grounds for Art

he High Bridge Creative Team was

thrilled to launch Phase 1 of High
Bridge Grounds for Art at the highly suc-
cessful GFA Fest on September 16th. The
festival was a spectacular one-day commu-
nity event filled with over 70 vendors and
activities... from an interactive fire sculp-
ture, to an historical paint by numbers,
and much more. We estimate there were
roughly 1,000 attendees!

Plans are in the works to dream up our

next festival for 2024, as we move toward
Phase 2 of Grounds for Art, with permanent
murals. In the meantime, feel free to visit
the TISCO grounds to enjoy the ongoing

temporary installations on and around the
TICSO office building. You may even find
new ones popping up throughout the year!

We hope you enjoy the High Bridge
Grounds for Art, as we strive to preserve
and honor our cultural and ecological
assets of the TISCO site through art instal-
lations and multi-use activities that cel-
ebrate the beauty and rich history of the
grounds.

The Creative Team is also planning for the
next annual High Bridge Paint Out, which
will take place on Sunday May 5th, 2024.
We will once again have a junior division, as
well as our well established senior division.
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We’re excited to see the spring colors come
to life in each artist’s work!

For more information as it becomes
available, visit our websites: High Bridge
Grounds for Art and High Bridge Paint Out

The High Bridge Historical Committee

committee welcomed special guests, Mr.
and Mrs. Hall, who were married at Soli-
tude House, on February 19th, 63 years ear-
lier and held their reception in the Solitude
dining room! An open house for Robert
Taylor (founder of the Taylor Iron Works)
was held to celebrate Robert’s 281st birth-
day on St. Patrick’s Day! In April the HBHC
hosted its Spring TISCO market at Solitude
House, with vendors set-up in each room of
the house and on the grounds. In June the
committee hosted an open house to coordi-
nate with the Soap Box Derby and welcome
local residents and out of town guests for
this highly anticipated race! Thanks to
donations from the Clinton Shoprite, and
Councilman, Chris Graham on the grill, the
committee hosted its 2nd annual Father’s
Day BBQ, with live music from Boon Scud-
dles!

July featured the committee’s How-

ard Menger Celebration. Howard was a
High Bridge resident (1940s — 50s) and
American contactee who claimed to have
met extra-terrestrials through out his

life. Howard’s experience became widely
known when he wrote, “The High Bridge
Incident.” The committee hosted several
events and dedicated the weekend of July
14th to Howard and his story. The commit-
tee also welcomed HBO TV host of the show
“Ghost Hunters” for an Electronic Voice
Phenomenon (EVP) session at Solitude
House.

August featured the committee’s most
highly anticipated event of the year, the
3rd annual Jazz Brunch, where the HBHC
showcases the year’s big renovation and
reveal. This year’s surprise was that there

continued from page 1

was more than one surprise! The commit-
tee completed renovations of the 1st floor
of the Annex building and opened it to the
public for the first time in history! Also
showcased at this year’s brunch was the
reveal of the restore and reno of the Sum-
mer Kitchen (small stone building behind
Solitude House) and complete historic
restoration of Solitude’s west side porch,
which was made possible by a $44,500
grant from Hunterdon County Cultural and
Heritage Commission and $8,500 grant
from the NJ State Historic Preservation
Office, received in 2021!

HBHC’s most recent open house event was
held on Sept. 16th, in conjunction with the
TISCO Grounds for Art market, hosted by
the Creative Team. This collaborative event
allowed guests to tour and appreciate the
TISCO and Solitude properties, which the
Historical Committee is currently working
with Historic Preservation Specialists to
add to the State and National Registers of
Historic Places. Register status will open
opportunities for funding to restore the
buildings on these properties!

HBHC also welcomed private event rentals
at Solitude House this year, which includ-
ed a military retirement ceremony, a 40th
birthday celebration and a beautiful wed-
ding, which adds another happy couple to
the Solitude wedding list!!!

The HBHC is tremendously grateful for the
contributions of its donors and volunteers
and the support of our local and distant
communities! Please follow the commit-
tee’s Facebook page, High Bridge History,
to keep up-to-date on HBHC upcoming
events!

Inaugural ‘Bike Town NJ Crit’
continued from page 1

Many local businesses helped make this
ambitious plan come to fruition. Monetary
sponsorships helped to fund marketing mate-
rials and the hiring of ‘MainSport Event and
Timing,” which allowed the Bike Town NJ

Crit to run as a USA Cycling sanctioned event,
complete with USA Cycling officials, official
timing, and a photo finish. A special thank
you is extended to all sponsors, Trident Mar-
itime Systems / Custom Alloy LLC, Marty’s
Reliable Cycle, Scout’s Coffee Bar & Mercan-
tile, Party Size Cycling, Mayor Michele Lee,
Riverside Wine & Liquors, Motion Prescriptive
Physical Therapy, Old Borough Hall Pottery,
Supertuck Speedshop, and New Leaf Proper-
ties.

Additionally, the event was supported by the
efforts of the High Bridge Police Department,
who secured the racecourse, the Department
of Public Works, who provided street clean-
ing, cones, and bleachers, the South Branch
Emergency Services, who remained with an
ambulance on site, and Recreation Commit-
tee Liaison Councilman Chris Graham. This
event would not have been possible without
the coordinated efforts of local businesses
and government agencies, alike.

Van Gilder adds, “You really embraced the
spirit of criterium racing and made every
effort for it to be professional and fun. I truly
believe that this event can grow because of
the attention to detail and your enthusiasm to
have this event.” Such a glowing review from
a veteran racer highlights the event’s success
and gives the Recreation Committee hope
that they will be able to create another hon-
ored tradition for the community. They look
forward to many successful years of the Bike
Town NJ Crit!
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Deputy Administrator Chief Brett Bartman 908-638-6455 administrator@highbridge.org
Tax Collector Jenn Harrington 908-638-6455 Ext. 223 jharrington@highbridge.org
Clerk Adam Young 908-638-6455 Ext. 221 clerk@highbridge.org

Tax Assessor Ann Marie Obiedzinski 908-638- Ext. 225 assessor@highbridge.org
CCO Officer Frederick Roll 908-638- Ext. 228 fireofficial@highbridge.org
Library Terry Steets 908-638-8231 library7i@comcast.net
Construction

Code Official Ralph Price 908-507-0194 construction@highbridge.org
Zoning Officer Allison Witt 908-638-6455 Ext. 227 zoning@highbridge.org
Public Works

Dept. Brandon Metz 908-638-6588 bmetz@highbridge.org
Water Supervisor Alan Brower 908-638-6588 hbwater@highbridge.org
Planning Board

Secretary/BOA Barb Kinsky 908-638-6455 Ext. 222 pbsecretary@highbridge.org
Utility Collector Jenn Harrington 908-638-6455 Ext. 224 jharrington@highbridge.org
Emergency,

Fire or Police EMERGENCIES 911

Police Chief Brett Bartman 908-638-6500 (non-emergencies) bbartman@highbridgepolice.org
Fire Chief Sean Smith 908-638-6383 (non-emergencies) sean.r.smith14@gmail.com
Emergency Squad Chief Frank Setnicky ~ 908-638-4441 (non-emergencies) chief@sbes365.org

STAY IN THE KNOW: To receive emergency information, updates on road closures and other changes, sub-
scribe to High Bridge’s Public Service Announcement email by visiting highbridge.org/news-events/pub-

lic-service-announcement-list/. This will add you to the distribution list. For any questions, please contact
our administrator at administrator@highbridge.org.

BOROUGH HALL
97 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829
908-638-6455 | www.highbridge.org Hours: Monday — Friday 8:30 am — 4:00 pm
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TAXES, UTILITIES & FINANCE

REMINDER:HIGH BRIDGE
TAX AND UTILITIES DUE DATES

4th Quarter Taxes: November 1
4th Quarter Utilities: November 30
Ist Quarter Taxes: February 1

Ist Quarter Utilities: February 28

Payments may be deposited in the Blue

Lock Box in front of Borough Hall.

POST DATED CHECKS ARE UNACCEPTABLE

If you are making payments on-line through your
bank, send at least 10 days prior to payment due date.

Please update your records to reflect our
new mailing address:

97 West Main St., High Bridge, NJ 08829
The Post Office will no longer forward mail

addressed to our old location.

Payments are also accepted, for current accounts,
with quarterly stub, at:

CITIZENS BANK

55 Old Highway 22, Clinton, NJ 08809

Pay your taxes and utilities from
the convenience of your home. Visit:
www.highbridge.org
Credit Cards and Electronic Checks are
accepted

Property Tax Reimbursement Program

The Senior Freeze program reimburses qualified appli-
cants for property tax increases on their homes.

Applicants must meet all income eligibility and residency
requirements and must file an application each year to
receive the reimbursement. Applicants’ income cannot
exceed $94,178 for 2021 and $99,735 for 2022. Appli-
cants who are married, or in a civil union and living in the
same household, must report combined income of both
spouses/civil union partners.

You are not eligible for a reimbursement on:

e Avacation home or second home;
e Property that you rent to someone else;
e Property that consists of more than four units; or

e Property with four units or less that contains
more than one commercial unit.

e Are completely exempt from paying property
taxes on your home; or

e MadeP.I.L.O.T. (Payments-in-Lieu-of-Tax) pay-
ments to your municipality.

Life Estate (Life Tenancy). You are considered the owner
of the property if you have life estate rights or hold a
lease for 99 years or more. You must include with your
application a copy of an official document (e.g., deed,
lease) establishing your right to occupy the property.

The deadline for filing the application is October 31, 2023.

Applications will also be available on the Borough web-
site www. highbridge.org if you did not receive one in the
mail.

Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline: 1-800-882-6597
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/
To prevent sewer backups at your food
establishment, grease trap inspections
will begin in April

The New Jersey Office off Emergency Management
offers a free, confidential registry designed to help
emergency responders locate and safely evacuate
those with special needs in the envent of a major
disaster. If you, or someone you know, finds it difficult
to get to safety during an emergency because of a
physical or cognitive limitation, language barrier or
lack of transportation, visit

PERPARING IS CARING...ARE YOU REGISTER READY?

and regisister today!

For the most up-to-date
Borough Calendar please visit

www.highbridge.org
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ANNUAL REASSESSMENTS AND THE IMPACT
ON PROPERTY TAXES

TOP TEN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

he Borough of High Bridge is committed to providing

clear and complete information regarding the reassess-
ment process and its tax implications. The following will
further clarify the reassessment process and answer tax-
payers frequently asked questions.

We believe that keeping you informed of the methods and
procedures will result in greater confidence in the system
through public awareness and understanding. Our number
one goal is to establish an assessment function focused on
uniformity and accuracy. When the assessments are set to
the same standard of value (market value), the property
tax burden is distributed fairly and equitably in accordance
with the Constitution of the State of New Jersey.

1. WHY DID MY PROPERTY TAXES INCREASE?

Answer: The recent increase in your property tax bill may
be the result of an increased property assessment.

The Borough of High Bridge conducts an annual reassess-
ment to assess all real property within the taxing district
according to its full and fair value. The purpose of a reas-
sessment is to fairly distribute the tax burden among all
property owners within the Borough. The validity of the
market value estimate depends on the collection of accurate
data; this reassessment program is supported by an annu-
al interior/exterior inspections cycle. These inspections
will be spread- out over a five-year cycle to ensure that all
property record cards are accurate and up to date. We ask all
residents to cooperate with the inspection process and to be
advised that the field inspectors who conduct the inspec-
tions are information gatherers and do not determine the
final assessment.

Please keep in mind that property taxes cannot be appealed,
as they are a result of the budget process. The assessed
value, during a reassessment program, can be appealed
annually by May 1st of the current year. For more informa-
tion on the appeal process, please go the Hunterdon County
Tax Board website: Tax Appeal FAQ_ | Hunterdon County, NJ

The Property Tax Procedure

Value is determined as of October 1 of the pre-tax year
for all real property within the Borough of High Bridge.
The Final Tax List is certified on January 10th of the
current year or shortly thereafter.

The Borough, along with the County governing bodies
and the local/regional school board make their respec-
tive budgets and hold public hearings. Anticipated
revenue from various sources is subtracted from the

budget and the amount remaining to be raised by a levy
on real and personal property is reported to the County
Board of Taxation.

The Hunterdon County Tax Board apportions the
amount to be raised by property taxes to support the
County government among the taxing districts in the
County, then adds to the respective County portion
the amount needed from property taxes to finance
the municipal government and the school districts
(Regional and Local), and divides the total levy by the
assessed value of all taxable property to establish the
general tax rate.

The tax rates are reported to the municipality which
collects the property tax for the County, the school dis-
trict, and itself.

The appropriate tax rate is multiplied by the assess-
ment on each property to determine the taxes due for
the current year.

2. WHY DID MY NEIGHBOR’S PROPERTY CHANGE
AT A DIFFERENT PERCENTAGE RATE?

Answer: Each property within the Borough is unique and
appreciates/depreciates at different rates. Depending on
the precision of the assessed value prior to the reassess-
ment, the overall value change can vary from neighbor
to neighbor, taking into consideration location, interior/
exterior condition & and finish, overall building quality,
square footage, style, age, lot size, etc.

When properties are improperly assessed (IE: over or
under-assessed), the tax burden is not equitably spread
throughout a municipality. This was the case in the Bor-
ough for many years, prompting us to seek State approval
to conduct a Borough-wide property revaluation in 2015. A
revaluation is a program undertaken by a municipality to
assess all real property within the taxing district according
to its full and fair value. Generally, taxpayers of the most
severely under-assessed properties before a revaluation
will pay a more equitable share of the tax burden after
arevaluation. This means that their property taxes will
increase even if operating costs remain the same. Likewise,
taxpayers of the overvalued properties will pay a smaller
share of the tax burden after the revaluation. This means
their property taxes will decrease if the total amount to be
raised from taxes remains the same. Municipal, County and
school budget costs generally increase each year. The rise
can be attributed to inflation, the general increase of goods
and services, and other economic factors.


https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/1566/Tax-Appeal-FAQ

TOP TEN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

3. WILL THIS TYPE OF CHANGE (AS INDICATED IN
#2) IN ASSESSMENT HAPPEN ANNUALLY?

Answer: In a reassessed district changes in assessments
will be based on the real estate market. The assessments
are based on sales between a one-year period of Octo-
ber 1st and October 1st of the pre-tax year. The extent of
the assessment changes will depend on the depreciation
or appreciation of the real estate market. In the past two
years the real estate market has increased significantly

Each year the Assessor by law, must review each property
and revise the assessment, both up and down, in accor-
dance with market value evidence, so that the assessment
is set equal to the current market value. Annual assessment
changes are expected to be in accordance with observed
market value data. The Tax Assessor must review and revise
the assessment on an annual basis to maintain a 100%
market value to assessment ratio.

4. HOW DID MY ASSESSED VALUE CHANGE SO
MUCH FROM ONE YEAR TO THE NEXT?

Answer: The assessments change annually based on the
Real Estate market. The assessments follow the same pat-
tern as the market.

New Jersey taxpayers have been led to believe that their
assessments do not change yearly. While it is true that
absent revaluation, reassessment, compliance, judgment,
or physical change the assessment shown on the Ch. 75
Notification of Assessment Postcard is the same from one
year to the next, in truth, the taxpayer’s “implied market
value” changes annually. Taxpayers throughout the State
are unaware of the relationship between the assessed value,
the ratio and the implied market value and the critical role
this relationship has on their individual tax bill.

If assessment inequities exist, it may be necessary for the
Tax Assessor to review the assessments and make adjust-
ments as needed to maintain equity. When performing
annual reassessments based on fair market value, for
example, assessments cannot merely be carried over from
year to year without regard to market influences. Proper-
ty values are continually changing, and the values do not
change at the same rate for all properties. Without changes
in the assessments, inequities will soon develop.

5. HOW ARE PROPERTY VALUES ESTABLISHED?

Answer: Standardized mass appraisal methods and
techniques are used to systematically assess groups of
properties. This includes the analysis of recent sales and
statistical studies.

To avoid discriminatory treatment reassessments should
cover the entire municipality in scope. A good reassessment
program includes:

Analysis of all recent real property sales, including a
comparison of sales prices with assessed values of sold
properties; identification of real property value trends;

A parcel-by-parcel review of all real property values;
Review and revision of all unit land values,
Gathering and utilization of pertinent income data;

Review and adjustment of depreciation and obso-
lescence factors with changes to individual property
records;

Reconciliation and revised true value for each property;

Placing revised taxable values on the tax list for the
year in which the reassessment becomes effective;

Properties must be graded or broken down into somewhat
homogenous groups. Similar property groups will tend to
appreciate or depreciate at roughly the same rate. It is not
sufficient for the assessor to merely grade properties and
sales according to their statutory classification and develop
one trending factor for the entire class of property.

Properties, even properties within the same assessment
classification, may vary considerably in quality, style, age,
location, and amenities and cannot be expected to change
in value at the same rate.

6. WHY DID THE ALLOCATION OF MY LAND AND
IMPROVEMENT VALUE CHANGE?

Answer: The allocation of land to building is an adminis-
trative process and may not accurately reflect the market
value of the individual parts. As such, the subject’s total
value can be appealed and dictates the taxes for the year.

Generally, residential real estate is bought and sold as a
whole and valued as such. Depending on the method of val-
uation, the allocation between land and improvements may
be subjective; such allocation shall not be presumptive of a
correct apportionment of true value. The total assessment
should be the single driving force in reviewing the assess-
ment for accuracy.

7. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH MY NEW ASSESS-
MENT?

Answer: First, contact the Tax Assessor’s Office at 908-
735-8616 x22/ to review your property record card for
errors. If the record card is accurate and you disagree with
the total assessment, you may file an appeal with the Hunt-
erdon County Tax Board. The time to appeal an assessment
is on or before May 1st of the current tax year for annu-



TOP TEN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

al reassessment towns. For more information on how to
appeal your assessment, please visit the Hunterdon County
Board of Taxation at https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/1034/
Taxation-Board.

8. WHY ARE THE FIRST AND SECOND QUARTER
TAX PAYMENTS, DIFFERENT FROM THE 3RD
AND 4TH?

Answer: The first and second quarter payments are esti-
mated based on the prior year’s tax rate and assessment.

Your tax bill is arrived at by multiplying the total assess-
ment by the overall tax rate. The overall tax rate is decid-
ed by dividing the amount to be raised by taxation or the
“levy” by the total value of all property within the munic-
ipality. The total levy is the amount the County, local/
regional school districts, and the Borough needs to provide
services. Once the overall rate is realized (typically between
May and June), the current year assessment is used to cal-
culate the total amount owed. The first and second quarter
payments are subtracted from the total and the remainder
is split equally between the third and fourth quarter pay-
ment.

9. WHAT HAPPENS IF I DO NOT PAY MY TAX BILL?

Answer: There is normally a 10-day grace period after
which interest is applied, calculated at 8% on the
first$1,500 past due and 18% for any amount over $1,500.
(per NJSA 54:4-67). Properties with delinquent munici-
pal charges (taxes, sewer, water solid waste, and interest)
totaling $10,000.00 or more at calendar year end are sub-
ject to an additional 6% year end penalty.

10. WHY DID MY TAX BILL GO UP OVER 2%? I
THOUGHT THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY HAD A
2% CAP ON PROPERTY TAXES?

Answer: The 2% “cap” law puts a restriction on how much
alocal budget may increase. This law does not directly
limit the increases/decrease of property taxes.

In preparation of an annual budget, no local unit, includ-
ing municipalities and counties, may increase the tax levy
above 2% of the previous years with the following excep-
tions:

Capital expenditure increases

Debt service increases
Emergencies — weather and “declared” emergencies

Pensions and health benefits

Regulations for these caps are administered by the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government
Services, Local Finance Board. Any questions about budget
caps or tax levy caps should be directed to that agency.”

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF PROGRAMS

There are several municipal and State programs. Please
contact the Tax Collectors Office at 908-638-6455 X224
jharrington@highbridge.org for a complete list and the eli-
gibly requirement.

Property Tax Reimbursement (Senior Freeze): You

may be eligible for a reimbursement of the difference
between the amount of property taxes you paid for the
base year (the year you first became eligible) and the
amount paid for the year for which you are applying for
a reimbursement if you met all the following require-
ments for the base year and for each succeeding year,
up to and including the year for which you are claiming
the reimbursement.

For the programs below, please contact the Tax Assessor,
Anna-Maria Obiedzinski at 908-638-6455 x225 or asses-
sor@highbridge.org

Annual Property Tax Deduction for Senior Citizens,
Disabled Persons: Annual deduction of up to $250 from
property taxes for homeowners age 65 or older or dis-
abled who meet certain income (not exceeding

$10,000) and residency requirements. Form PTD and
Instructions (nj.gov)

Annual Deduction for Veterans: Annual deduction of up
to $250 from taxes due on the real or personal property
of qualified war veterans and their unmarried surviving
spouses. PROPERTY TAX DEDUCTION CLAIM BY VET-
ERAN OR SURVIVING SPOUSE OF VETERAN OR SER-
VICEPERSON (nj.gov)

Property Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans: Full
exemption from property taxes on a principal residence
for certain totally and permanently disabled war veter-
ans and their unmarried surviving spouses. Unmarried
surviving spouses of servicepersons who died on war-
time active duty may also qualify. Claim for Property
Tax Exemption of Veteran or Surviving Spouse (nj.gov)
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Brandon Metz CPWM, Director of Public Works

2023 Fall Leaf Collection Schedule

Please have leaves out to the curb by 7:00 a.m. on the Monday of your collection week. Leaves are not to be placed in the
roadway. Please place leaves at the edge of the lawn per Storm Water Management Regulations. (Schedule subject to
change due to inclement weather)

The Department of Public Works will be collecting leaves once per week.

2023 Fall Leaf Collection will be the following weeks:

*  Week of October 30th - Dewey Ave

*  Week of Nov. 6th - Church Street

*  Week of Nov. 13th - Larrison, Silverthorne, West Main
*  Week of Nov. 20th - Jenny Jump

*  Week of Nov. 27th - Solitude Village

*  Week of Nov. 27th - Dewey Ave

*  Week of Dec. 4th - Church Street

*  Week of Dec. 4th - West Main, Larrison, Silverthorne
*  Week of Dec. 11th - Jenny Jump

*  Week of Dec. 18th - Solitude Village

Residents and/or businesses on the following roads will have leaf pickup curbside:
*  Week of Nov. 6th
*  Week of Dec. 4th

* County Route 513, Cregar Road (from Hilltop Deli to the Cregar Road bridge)

* Hart Street

¢ Union Ave

* Central Ave

¢ Center Street

* Mine Road (Seal Street to Cokesbury)

PLEASE NOTE: No paper bags will be picked up this year.

All leaves will be picked up curbside. If leaves are left in bags they WILL NOT be picked up by the Department
of Public Works. The Department of Enviormental Protection considers both paper and plastic bags solid
waste. It will be the homeowner's responsibility to dispose of the bagged leaves. The Borough can not accept
bagged leaves at the natural recycling center due to DEP regulations. You may bring leaves to the Natural
recycling center in cans or bags, but they must be emptied on-site.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION

The Department of Public Works will be collecting Christmas trees from the curb again this year

Please do not place trees out where they will obstruct traffic or parking. Remember to remove all ornaments, lights, and
tree stands; decorated trees, artificial trees, and wreaths will not be collected.

Trees will be picked up on Friday the 12, Friday the 19, and the last pick up will be the 26th

HUNTERDON COUNTY RECYCLING AND WASTE GUIDE 2023

Please follow the link for information about recycling and waste disposal:

https://highbridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-Hunterdon-County-Recycling-and-Waste-Guide.pdf
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Brandon Metz CPWM, Director of Public Works

Water Meter Replacement

Our Water Department will be out replacing the old touch
meters to a new radio read meter. If you have any issues
with your old meter, please contact us for replacement.
Please watch out for a mailing from the Borough for sched-
uling a meter replacement. If you have any questions,

please call 908-638-6588 or email bmetz@highbridge.org.

Please Note: As per Borough Ordinance, The CCO Officer
shall inspect to determine that each separate dwelling unit
or commercial unit within the subject property/structure
has its own separate water meter in compliance with cur-
rent Borough standards and shall require the water meter
for each unit to have two ball valve shutoff valves located
on each of the inlet and outlet of the meter.

Curbside Pick Up for Large Metal
Appliances By Appointment In The Borough
The Borough will have curbside pickup for the following
large metal items free of charge in the Borough:

* Refrigerator

* Freezer

* Air Conditioner or Dehumidifier

* Dryer

* Washer

¢ Dishwasher

* Stove

* Hot Water Heater

*  Other metal items (No vacuum cleaners)

Curbside pickup is available on the following dates:

* Novi4
* Dec2
* Janéb

To make an appointment please leave a message at the fol-
lowing phone number: (908) 638-6588

Alternately you may email:

You must include the following with your request:
* Name

* Address

¢ Items to be placed out for pickup

* Phone number

Omitting any of the required items may result in non-pick
up of items.

NOTE: Metal can also be dropped off at the Department of
Public Works, 26 West Main Street, from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Ongoing Recycling Drop Off At DPW

Electronics recycling and metal recycling materials are
accepted at the Department of Public Works, 26 West Main
Street, Monday through Friday, from 6 a.m. to 2p.m.

Receptacle Location

As you enter through the gate the receptacles are on the
left.

The following items will be accepted at these events:

Electronics -
* CRTs

* Computers
e Laptops

* Monitors

* Printers / Scanners / Fax machines
* Televisions

* Cell phones and tablets

Metal Recycling -
¢  White goods
* Household appliances

NOTE: Please do not place garbage into the dumpsters. It
will not be accepted and will need to be sorted out.

Illicit Connections to Sewer System

§ 303-9 Prohibited discharges into sanitary sewers.

It shall be a violation hereof, subject to penalties pursuant to

§ 303-24, for any customer or user of the High Bridge sewer
system to hook up a sump pump in any manner whatsoever so
that it shall pump either directly or indirectly into the Borough
sewer system. Furthermore, the Borough upon finding any such
illegal hookup shall cause such illegal hookup to be removed
and impose a surcharge of S500 to be billed by the Sewer Utility,
plus any actual costs incurred by the Borough in removing said
illegal sump pump hookup. This surcharge shall be in addition

to any penalty imposed pursuant to § 303-24.
Under no circumstances will any of the following be dis-
charged, directly or indirectly, into the sanitary sewer util-
ity system:

- Stream, storm, roof, surface, subsurface or other water
including sump pumps

- Any solid or viscous substance capable of causing
obstructions or other interference with the proper oper-
ation of the sewage treatment plant or sewage collector
system.

- Ground garbage, except the residue from the prepa-
ration, cooking and dispensing of food that has been
shredded to such degree that all particles will be carried
freely in suspension under flow conditions normally
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than
1/2 inch in any dimension.
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HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Sean R. Smith, Fire Chief

Line Officers for 2023-2024 'iE '

Chief-Sean Smith ; S ‘-"'H"" —— EH!Eli.ﬂ?;E Ty
Deputy Chief-Kevin Ritz / P o -

Captains-Tom Crampton &
Tim Hinson
Lieutenants-Brandon Frech,
Mike Hannigan & Tim Stemple

Fire Prevention Week

This year’s National Fire Prevention
Week is being held October 8th-14th
and the campaign will be “Cooking
safety starts with YOU. Pay attention
to fire prevention.” The campaign works to educate everyone about simple, but important actions they can take to keep
themselves and those around them safer when cooking.

For more information about Fire Prevention Week please visit: https://www.nfpa.org/Events/Events/Fire-Prevention-
Week/About

Fall/Winter Reminders

As the cooler weather approaches and we begin to heat our homes please note the following regarding smoke detectors
and CO alarms.

Smoke Alarms

* Acontinued set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.

* Asingle “chirp” every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low
and must be changed.

*  All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.

* Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be replaced.

Carbon Monoxide (Co) Alarms

* A continuous set of four loud beeps—beep, beep, beep, beep—
means carbon monoxide is present in your home. Go outside, call
9-1-1and stay out.

* Asingle chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low and
must be replaced.

* COalarms also have “end of life” sounds that vary by manufacturer.
This means it’s time to get a new CO alarm.

* Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be replaced.




HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Sean R. Smith, Fire Chief

Fire Preparedness

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you may have only a few minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to do and where to go if there is a fire.

Make a home escape plan. Draw a map of your home showing all doors and windows. Discuss the plan with everyone in
your home and have an outside meeting place.

Holiday Fire Safety Tips

As the winter holiday season approaches here are some reminders and fire safety tips to keep in mind when decorating:
* Half of the home decoration fires in December are started by candles.

*  More then 1/3 of home decoration fires are started by candles.

* Christmas is the peak day for candle fires.

* Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that burns.

* Adry Christmas tree can burn very hot and very fast.

* More than1in every 5 Christmas tree fires were caused by a heat source too close to the tree.

* Read manufacturer’s instructions for the number of light strands to connect.

* Make sure your tree is at least 3 feet away from heat sources like fireplaces, radiators, space heaters, candles or heat
vents. Also, make sure your tree does not block exits.

For more seasonal fire safety tips and reminders please visit: https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-
risks/Seasonal-fire-causes

Annual Santa Run

The High Bridge Fire Department will be holding it’s Annual Santa Run this year with deliveries on December 2nd and
gth. Additional information can be obtained by emailing HBFDsantavisit@gmail.com

Music Fest/Golf Outing Fundraisers = s - L
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Used Clothing Shed - e B

There is a used clothing shed located in the rear of the parking lot. Acceptable items include clothing, sneakers, shoes,
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillow cases, drapes and stuffed toys. Donations go a long way helping those in need. All
donations are tax deductible.




HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Brett J. Bartman, Chief of Police

§ 343-35. Snow and ice removal.

The owner or tenant of land abutting upon the sidewalk of any street or avenue shall remove all
snow and ice from such sidewalk within 12 daylight hours after same shall have formed or fallen
thereon. If the sidewalk is covered with snow after it has been cleared, by forces other than nature,
it is the responsibility of the owner or tenant to ensure that snow is removed.

§ 343-36. Treatment of ice.

The owner or tenant of land abutting or bounding upon the sidewalks of any street or avenue shall,
when such sidewalks may become icy or otherwise slippery, place thereon calcium chloride, sodium
chloride, ashes, sand, cinders, sawdust or other material designed to prevent pedestrians from
slipping and falling, and shall at all times keep such sidewalks in a safe and passable condition.

Ordinance Update:

ORD# 2019-036 amended sections of the Snow Emergency Routes (SER) ORD# 184-36. The update
provided for a definition of Snow Covered as Overlaid, spread, or topped with frozen precipitation
to include, but not limited to, snow, ice, etc. Additionally, subsection D was amended to: Vehicles
parked on SER shall be removed from the designated route once accumulation is as such that the
road becomes snow covered. Should your vehicle be required to be removed from the roadway the
ordinance provides for accommodations to park in the Commons Parking lot, if parking spaces are
available, for the duration of the snow event and shall be removed within 36hrs from the end of the

event.

PROJECT MEDICINE DROP

Looking to get rid of unused prescription medication while helping to halt the abuse and diversion
of prescription drugs? The High Bridge Police Department invites residents to utilize our Project
Medicine Drop Box and dispose of any unused prescription medications anonymously 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Materials Accepted: Household medications i.e. pills, capsules,
patches and pet medications. Please remove any prescription labels prior to the disposal. Materials
NOT Accepted: Liquids, syringes, mail and trash. More info: www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov/
meddrop. Location: High Bridge Police Department 99 West Main Street, High Bridge, New Jersey
08829

Child and Booster Safety checks are held at the High Bridge Police Department (99 West Main Street) by appoint-
ment for High Bridge Borough residents. To schedule an appointment call (908) 638-6500. This is a free service offered

to residents.

Temporary Parking placards are issued for 6 months, with one 6 month renewal allowed. Applications are available
at the High Bridge Police Department or All completed applications must be submitted to the municipal police department

and are approved by the Chief of Police.
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VETERANS

Veterans Day Ceremony Saturday, November 11, 2023
11 AM at Veterans Memorial Park

World War I officially ended on June 28, 1919, with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. The actual fighting between the
Allies and Germany, however, had ended seven months earlier with the armistice, which went into effect on the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. Armistice Day, as November 11 became known, officially became
a holiday in the United States in 1926, and a national holiday 12 years later. On June 1, 1954, the name was changed to
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans.

Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contributions to
United States national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all those who served - not only those who
died - have sacrificed and done their duty.

Please bring a chair and join us for a time of remembrance. Veterans Memorial Park is located at the intersection of West
Main St. and County 513. Next to the NJ Transit commuter parking lot.

Please help us keep our Veterans Park signage free.
Thank you for being respectful of this special area.

Brick Purchase Note: If anyone wishes to purchase a brick for a veteran they can contact Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963.

Activities: Post 188 actively supports both town and school events in our community. We sponsor the American Legion
annual middle school essay contest. We are proud to say we have recently had two 1 st place county and 1 st place state
winners: Ella Kovacsofsky 2022 1 st Place County and State essay winner and her sister Lila Kovacsofsky 2023 1 st Place
County and State essay winner

Legion Membership: The Legion is looking for new members. If interested in American Legion Post 188 membership
please contact Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963.

HIGH BRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE PRESENTS!

SOLITUDE HOUSE

HISTORIC LAKEFRONT ESTATE

a -
- ‘/1. s
—~ :
(

Solitude House is also available for group and school fours.
Advanced reservations are required and subject to date
availability.

Open House Events:

Solitude House is open to the public on a monthly basis for
FREE tours and community events. The motivation behind
the Historical Committee’s renovation of High Bridge's
historic home is to make it available for community use.
Check our Facebook page and/or the

Borough website for hours of operation and all upcoming
community events!

About the High Bridge Historical Committee:

Rental for Private Events:

Solitude House and grounds are now available for rent!
Information for hosting your own private event at Solitude
House is available by emaiing a request to
history@highbridge.org. This historic house is a Borough
owned property that has been vigorously restored and
maintained by the High Bridge Historical Committee. The
first and second floors are newly renovated and contain
over 5,800 sqg. ft. of usable space. The grounds are vast
and suitable for outdoor events, with easy access to Lake
Solitude and the Solitude Dam. Guided tours during your
event are available upon request. Host your next
gathering at the historic Solitude House!

The High Bridge Historical Committee is an incredibly
active, full committee of seven members and a large
group of volunteers dedicated to preserving High Bridge's
extensive history, including preservation of the historical
properties and buildings. The Committee acts in an
advisory capacity to the Borough of High Bridge and, in
cooperation with the Borough, proudly cares for Solitude
House, ifs outbuildings and grounds. Funds raised from
rental events and merchandise sales allows for the
property’s contfinued repairs and renovations.

Contact Us:
EMAIL: HISTORY@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG
FACEBOOK: HIGH BRIDGE HISTORY




HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

he summer was a busy one, with everyone working together to get ready to open our doors for the first
day of school on August 31. Some major projects were completed at the middle school, most notably the
installation of new boilers and weatherproofing the roof.

For the 2023-24 school year, we continue to address the learning needs of our students post-pandemic -
academically, socially and emotionally. We are continually reviewing the curriculum in order to provide more
engaging and enriching learning experiences for both our students and teachers. We plan to strengthen the
partnership between the district, parents, and the community by offering some outreach programs, so be on
the lookout for more information.

We look forward to a great school year!

High Bridge Elementary School
Welcome back High Bridge Elementary School friends!

he theme for our elementary school this year is “HBES is Out of This World”, so get ready to blast off

into another exciting year! We will continue to reach for the stars with our reading program, promoting
reading across grade levels with our annual Reading Challenge and reinforcing kindness and compassion with
school wide Social Emotional Learning activities. We are building a sense of community with class trips to
many of High Bridge’s historic locations and visits to local businesses.

Be sure to stay up to date with HBES happenings by checking the Topper Tribune each Friday for lunch
information and school events, such as our all school meetings and monthly Walk to School Days. Looking
forward to a very successful school year!

High Bridge Middle School

At High Bridge Middle School we are excited to open the 2023-24 school year. This promises to be a
year filled with fun and exciting opportunities as we work to provide an outstanding and well-rounded
education for all of our students.

« Some of the highlights of the new year will include:

+ Dedicated units of study in the areas of Climate Change (grades 5 - 8) and Civics (grades 6 - 8).

« The continued expansion of our SEL program with an emphasis on goal setting, exhibiting empathy for
others and building positive relationships.

+ The return of bussing for sporting events.

« Ahost of exciting student leadership activities including the return of the school dance.

« Engaging field trips for all grade levels.

The mission of the middle school is to prepare the students to become lifelong learners. In doing so we will
continue to provide a balanced and rigorous educational experience for all.




HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION

ne of the main challenges faced by the board is approving a budget that ensures the best education for students,

while minimizing the impact on taxpayers. The budget process begins with a look at needs in the fall. The Governor

announced state aid in early March and the board voted on a tentative budget later in March. After review from the
county, there was a public hearing at the April board meeting.This year the Governor made his announcement late and
announced a cut in state aid to High Bridge of 30%. We were still able to approve a budget that resulted in the 2% allow-
able increase to taxes while not eliminating programs for students. Thankfully, some of that money was restored but after
the budget was finalized. We also received additional state aid in August which allowed us to maintain full staffing.

Of note in the budget process is the fact that over 90% of the budget is made up of fixed costs and state mandated spend-
ing, leaving less than 10% variable costs for things such as, textbooks, teacher training/professional development (actu-
ally becoming a mandated cost,) general supplies for departments, construction, capital projects, co-curricular activities
(sports, school play, trips,) or other possible improvements to programs, instruction or facilities.

Please see hbschools.org for the full Budget 101 presentation.
Who serves on my local board of education?

School boards are nonpartisan and their volunteer members receive no pay or benefits for their part-time service. Your
local school board consists of people who live in your community and who are elected, or in some cases, appointed. They
could be local business owners, parents, grandparents, retirees or your neighbors. School board members are also the only
elected officials who are mandated to receive ongoing training and swear to adhere to a code of ethics.

What is the role of the school board and the superintendent?

The school board is charged with representing the concerns of its community, monitoring the educational needs of its
students, and creating policies to ensure that its district is well run. It does not operate the district’s day-to-day business.
That is the job of the superintendent — the district’s salaried chief executive. The school board must vote on and pass
items regarding policies, goals, objectives and personnel.

If I have a problem, is the school board the appropriate body to address it?

The school board should be the “court of last resort.” Work up the chain of command. For instance, if you have an issue
concerning a district employee, first address it with that person directly. If the matter is not resolved, then take it to their
immediate supervisor, and follow up the chain of command if you are not satisfied.

Do I have an opportunity to speak at their board meeting? State law requires that board meetings contain a public com-
ment period. Boards are allowed to establish reasonable restrictions on the time permitted per speaker and when it will al-
low public comment during its meetings. School board meetings are where the board conducts all of its business in public.

What is protocol for public participation at board meetings?

Comments are directed to the meeting chair, usually the school board president. Boards use the public comment period
as an opportunity to listen to community concerns — not to debate issues or enter a question-and-answer session. The
board will not respond to public comments at the meeting and answers to questions will be given in a timely manner.

Current Board members Expiration of Term of Office
e Erin Delgado 2023
e (Cindy Sharkey 2023 DPresident
e Karyn Gove 2025 Vice President
e Robert Imhoff 2025
e Ben Bolger 2024
e Colleen Poles 2024

e Michael McCasland 2025
There are two seats up for election in November leading to a full board in January.

The Board is currently meeting in person in the elementary school library but is also offering a virtual (viewing only) op-
tion via Googlemeets.
Upcoming meeting dates are available on the Schools Board tab of the district website www.hbschools.org.
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HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

The EC team also planted, watered and weeded the native
garden along the newly created commons connector
walkway.

The Environmental Commission Watering team kept Main
St. blooming all season. A special thank you to George
Mehaffey for his loving care of this special area.

Environmental Volunteer
Opportunity

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Do you have a passion for the environment? Do
you enjoy ""hands on" activities like walking
our "open spaces'', weeding gardens, and litter
clean up? There are opportunities to become a
regular "friend" of the commission. This com-
mission meets on the second Tuesday of the
month from 7:30 pm — 8:30 pm.

GREEN TEAM

This is a sub committee of the Environmen-

tal Commission. You do not have to be on the
Environmental Commission to be on the Green
Team. We research and work on actions to meet
goal requirements for different levels of a state
program called Sustainable Jersey. Most of the
work is completed at home and shared at the
meetings. We meet the last Monday of each
month from 7:30 — 8:30 pm at Borough Hall.

For more information about the Environmental
Commission and/or the Green Team contact
environmental @highbridge.org

Visit the environmental page of the borough
web site for more information.
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HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Wet Wipes Awareness

Disinfectant wipes and baby care wipes cannot be flushed
in the toilet! Some of the products are labeled as “flush-
able” — a characterization contested by wastewater offi-
cials. Just because an item says it can be flushed doesn’t
mean it should be.

Flushable wipes are marketed in a variety of ways, such as
“breaks down like toilet paper” and “safe for sewer and sep-
tic.” The problem is that they appear to take longer to break
down when compared to traditional toilet paper, and as a
result have caused major blockages in sewer systems. Wet
wipes, which do not disintegrate the way traditional toilet
paper does, often combine with other materials, like con-
gealed grease, which can clog and damage plumbing. Wipes
that clog pipes can lead to blockages that can cause sewage
overflow into basements or streams.

Please do not flush these items. Instead, bag them and place
them in your garbage for collection.

Idle Free Borough

Idling your vehicle for more than 3 minutes is
against the law in New Jersey.

hat’s because vehicle exhaust not only pollutes our air

(it is the leading source of hazardous air pollution in
New Jersey (source: NJDEP), but also puts people, especially
children, at risk for asthma and other respiratory ailments,
allergies, and possible long term problems. In addition,
vehicles release potent greenhouse gases that contribute to
global warming.

Idling Facts
- Idling for more than 10 seconds uses more fuel than
restarting the engine.

- Idling can actually damage engines because it is operating
not at peak (or high) operating temperatures. It causes
incomplete combustions and more harmful pollutants to
be released into the air. Fuel residues also form and con-
taminate engine oil and damage engine parts. In addition,
water can condense in vehicle’s exhaust.

- Modern vehicles don’t require any idling to warm them up.

(Source: Office of Energy Efficiency, Natural Resources Canada)

Health Impacts
+ Vehicle related air pollution can cause asthma and other
respiratory problems and allergies, especially in children
who breathe at a faster rate than adults. Air toxics also
contribute to heart disease and attacks, as well as higher
cancer rates in high traffic areas
(Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency).
Take the No-Idling pledge!
If you are going to be idling more than 30 seconds,
turn off your vehicle

Cigarette Butts Awareness
igarette butts are the most littered item in the world.
Our town has no smoking ordinances that designate

no smoking areas. No smoking areas are on school prop-
erty, all our parks including the Main St. mini park, and
areas less than 25 feet from a business. Please help us
keep cigarette butts off our streets and out of our flower
pots.

Did you know?

Littered cigarette butts leach toxic chemicals—such as
arsenic (used to Kill rats) and lead, to name a few—into
the environment and can contaminate water.

98 percent of cigarette filters are made of plastic fibers
(cellulose acetate) that are tightly packed together, which
leads to an estimated 1.69 billion pounds of cigarette
butts winding up as toxic trash each year. The plastic
fibers in cigarettes are non-biodegradable, meaning they
won’t organically break down from living organisms.

Pick Up After Your Dog

0g poop is more
D than just a gross and
unsightly mess — it’s an
environmental pollut-
ant and a human health
hazard. When left on the
ground (as seen often on
the Columbia Trail), waste
eventually breaks down
and washes into the water
supply, polluting our riv-
ers, streams, creeks and
other local waterways.
Animal waste contains
two main types of pollutants that harm local waters:
nutrients and pathogens. When this waste ends up in
water bodies, it decomposes, releasing nutrients that
cause excessive growth of algae and weeds. This makes
the water murky, green, smelly, and even unusable for
swimming, boating, or fishing. The pathogens, disease-
causing bacteria and viruses, can also make local waters
unswimmable and unfishable, and have caused severe
illness in humans.
As you can see, animal waste doesn’t simply decompose.
So, the easiest way to avoid these problems is to clean up
after your pet every time and dispose of the waste prop-
erly! For your convenience High Bridge has placed poop
bag stations in our parks.




HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Trash & Recycling

Collection out & in Requirements

Trash and recycling containers should be placed curb-
side the night before collection day to avoid missing
an early pick up. Containers must be brought back from the
curb on the day of collection. Residents will be contacted if
empty containers are left out overnight after collection day
on a consistent basis.

[Amended 6-13-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-13]

Trash Collection:

One bulk item can be placed out with your garbage per
pickup. If you have questions about what can be picked up
please call LMR Disposal at (908) 454- 4550, option 1.

Curbside Recycling

All recyclable material, including newspapers, magazines,
junk mail, paper, and cardboard, may be commingled and
combined with other recyclable items, including unbro-
ken glass, aluminum, and plastic. Note: air conditioners,
computers and televisions as well as white goods cannot be
recycled curbside and are not allowed in weekly trash col-
lection. You can bring electronics, white goods, and metal
to the DPW collection containers weekdays and on desig-
nated weekends.

Important recycling reminders:

- Pizzaboxes are not recyclable.

- No white plastic coated cardboard
« No shredded paper

- No plastic bags of any kind

The collector will NOT pick up loose items in the
street. Residents are responsible for picking up any
items that blow out of their containers.

FOR MISSED PICKUPS PLEASE CONTACT LMR DISPOSAL:

(908) 454-4550, option 1

Call Borough Hall 638-6455 to report any ongoing trash/
recycling problems.

Additional recycling opportunities may be found on the
town web site: highbridge.org

For Homeowners with Ash Trees
A-IEI ash trees in NJ should be considered at high risk

or Emerald Ash Borer. Work with a Certified
(Licensed) Tree Expert or Approved Consulting Forester
to help determine the condition of your ash trees. They
will inform you whether or not your ash trees are good
candidates for a treatment program, or whether tree
removal is the most appropriate response. Remind-
er tree permits are required from the Borough of High
Bridge before cutting down trees.

For more Emerald Ash Borer information go to Emeral-
dashborer.nj.gov

Storm Water Management

ook for storm drain markers in your neighborhood

with the message: '"No Dumping, Drains to River".
These markers will serve as a reminder that our storm
drains lead directly to the South Branch of the Raritan
River and that we all play a part in the solution to water

“Caught Being Green”

The Environmental Commission is looking for
environmentally responsible residents. Please sub-
mit the name and the environmental action of any HB
resident you have observed going out of their way to
be environmentally responsible by Nov. 30. Check
out past Green Award recipients on the environmental
commission page of our town web site at highbridge.
org

The environmental commission presents this
Green Award yearly. We have two nomination cate-
gories: one for adults or organizations and the other
for youth. Nominations for the annual Green Award

should be sent to cnowell@highbridge.org.
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HIGH BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
ITEMS YOU CAN RECYCLE

ALUMINUM &

CARDBOARD PLASTIC METAL CANS

Newspaper Ream wrappers Milk containers Soda Cans
Envelopes File folders Soda bottles Food Cans
Junk mail Poster board Water bottles

Phone book Frozen food boxes

Brochures Cardboard boxes

Magazines Milk cartons

The Environmental Commission Green Team has a Trex plastic collection receptacle
located at Borough Hall. Not all plastic can be recycled. Check out these posters.
For more information email us at environmental @ high bridge.org
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High Bridge has been a Wildlife
Habitat Community for ten years!

We are held up as a model community for our success
with transforming our community into a place where
both people and wildlife can flourish. To learn what

you can do to support our efforts visit

www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/Home

Lead Poisoning Educational Outreach

What is Lead Poisoning? Lead poisoning is a serious
medical problem that occurs when too much lead
accumulates in the body. When eaten or inhaled, lead is
easily absorbed into the body and can cause developmen-
tal and neurological problems. Anyone can become lead
poisoned, but children under the age of six and pregnant
women are at greatest risk.

Today, the primary cause of lead poisoning in children is
lead-based paint. Lead-based paint was banned from res-
idential use in New Jersey in 1971 and nationally in 1978.
However, housing built prior to 1978 may be contaminated.
Houses built prior to 1950 present the greatest risk due to
the high percentage of lead contained in older paint.

Reduce therisk of lead paint poisoning:

Make sure your child is not chewing on anything covered
with lead paint.

Don’t try to remove lead paint yourself.

If you live in an older home with plumbing made with lead
materials, have your water tested. If the cold water hasn’t
been used for more than a few hours, let it run for 15-30
seconds before drinking it or cooking with it.

Eat right and don’t store food in lead crystal glassware or
old pottery.

For more information see the environmental commission
page at highbridge.org

Visit www.leadsafenj.org for more on sources of lead, home
safety tips, consumer resources, and a list of certified lead
abatement companies.

Deal With Icy Areas

An environmental consideration in winter is the use

of ice-melting substances. Salt is corrosive and kills
trees. Calcium chloride is easier on nearby vegetation than
salt. One way to reduce the need for deicing chemicals is

to fix any ice-creating drainage problems before winter
begins. For example, patch the gutter that leaks onto the
front steps or redirect downspouts away from walkways. If
you can’t achieve necessary safety levels by shoveling early
and often, or by having someone do it for you, use de-icing
products only as directed. More isn’t better! What ever you
do, make sure you sweep it up once the surface is clear.

Dry Out Paint to Place in Regular Trash

1. Check the label for lead or hazardous materials. Check
County web site for their hazardous waste collection.

2. Remove the lid and let the paint air dry in the can. To
speed up the process, stir in an absorbent material such
as clay kitty litter, sawdust, or leftover concrete mix.

3. Lookto see when the paint is completely dry and
shows no moisture whatsoever, wrap the dried clump
in newspaper and place into your regular trash. Do
not place the lid back on the can. Wrap the lid and can
separately in newspaper for disposal. This option works
best for latex paints because oil based paints require an
extensive time to dry.

* If you need to get rid of a lot of latex paint, you may want
to consider purchasing "waste paint hardener" (Google it).
A cup or so of this powder mixed in with a gallon of paint
will cause it to harden up within hours.
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SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES

Meet SBES EMT Marv Freedman A Retired Programmer and Catskills Hiking Guide
Takes an Unexpected Path to Volunteer EMS

he earliest steps on Marv Freed-
man’s unusual path to becoming
a South Branch Emergency Ser-

vices EMT began with a desire to impro-
ve his own health.

The now-retired programmer and mar- i (] E]'-'IT_‘: FENCY ET:H‘-’IE ES
ried father of two had always loved the -—?— Y.
outdoors, but became less active when )

pAMBULANCE

family and career responsibilities grew.
“I'had gained a lot of weight and was
way out of shape,” he remembers. In
2012, he started with the exercise that
didn’t hurt: walking. By 2013 he was
hiking, mostly in the Catskills with the
Catskill 3500 Club, a hiking club and
community service organization.

py ——

Marv, who is now 72 and retired from

programming several years ago, became a club board member and a wilderness hike leader. To help prote-
ct the well-being of those he led into the woods, he took a wilderness first aid class. When the Catskill 3500
Club formed a search and rescue team, Marv joined it and took more first aid classes, but that didn’t feel like
enough.

“I was talking to the leaders of the search and rescue team and asking their advice on how to learn more first
aid so I would be more comfortable,” Marv remembered. “Both of them happen to be EMTs and both had the
same suggestion: ‘Why don’t you take an EMT training course?’”

Marv and his wife, Suzanne, live in East Amwell. Seeking a place that provided high-quality EMT training, he
found SBES. Marv was about 70 when he signed up with SBES. The COVID pandemic was still in full-swing. “I
thought, ‘If I learn these skills, I’ll volunteer,’” he remembered.

Marv learned at his own pace. “I didn’t become a competent EMT as quickly as some of my younger peers
from EMT class, but I was patient with myself and SBES was patient with me,” he said. “By riding on the
ambulance, I’ve grown in competence and confidence.” Once he had earned his EMT license, Marv became
an EMT candidate. From the start, he was a third set of hands to help lift patients or grab the right equipment
and a caring conversationalist who helped patients feel more at ease. As his skills and confidence level grew,
he was given more responsibility for care — but always as the 3 rd member of a 2 person team.

Marv continues to plan and guide hikes in the Catskills and trains other hike leaders in wilderness first aid.
He can now also help guide other SBES EMT candidates as they learn the ropes in the field. On April 11, 2023,
Marv was promoted to SBES Team Member.

He recommends volunteering with SBES to all who have interest. “It’s interesting and it feels good to be use-
ful and to help people,” he said. “There’s nobody who isn’t contributing, and it feels good to be working with
people who give a darn, to be part of a strong team with people who care.”

Interested in becoming an SBES volunteer? Learn more or sign up at www.shes365.org




HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF HEALTH

IT'S TIME FOR LYME

As we enter spring and summer, please keep in mind the following Lyme information and prevention tips:

* Daily tick checks are crucial elements in Lyme disease prevention.

* Tick repellants should be worn when in Lyme habitats.

* Remember: It is not the tick that you find that is likely to cause Lyme disease, it’s the one you never find.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CHECKLIST

- Be aware that sun glare reduces driver visibility
- Wear white clothing or reflectors or carry a light when walking at night.
- When driving, be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school zones and be on the lookout for bikers,
walkers or runners who may be distracted or may step into the street unexpectedly.
- Reminder: when walking through the Arches tunnel stay close to the side as it is difficult for drivers to see walkers
in the tunnel.
For more pedestrian safety information visit www.gohunterdon.org

WET WIPES AWARENESS

Disinfectant wipes and baby care wipes cannot be flushed in the toilet! Just because an item says it can be flushed
doesn’t mean it should be. The problem is that they appear to take longer to break down when compared to traditional
toilet paper, and as a result have caused major blockages in sewer systems. Wet wipes, which do not disintegrate the
way traditional toilet paper does, often combine with other materials, like congealed grease, which can clog and dam-
age plumbing. Wipes that clog pipes can lead to blockages that can cause sewage overflow into basements or streams.
Please do not flush these items. Instead, bag them and place them in your garbage for collection.

ZR\ National Lead P ISoning

KIDS pravention Week

Together, we can
prevent lead exposure!

The Public Health Nursing Department offers free Lead Screening, by appointment,
at our office — 6 Gauntt Place, Flemington.

A Free Lead Screening clinic is also being offered on October 25th 10-2.
Please call 908 806 4570 to schedule your appointment.
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