BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Date: October 12, 2023 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  present Councilman Nowell  present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Schwartz present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Deputy Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam
Young and eight members of the public and press. Councilwoman Natalie Ferry joined by phone.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/28/2023

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 28, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/28/2023

Motion to approve the September 28, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to approve the September 28, 2023 executive minutes: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Matt Curtin spoke in full support of Committee code uniformity, about termination of Committee members,
supporting due process for the termination of Committee members, how other local municipalities handle Committee
termination, and asked Council to reconsider. Paul Kovacsofsky spoke about the Tax Assessor, the Tax Assessor’s
administration of the assessment process, assessment examples, and asked Council to review the assessments and the
assessment process. Karyn Gove spoke about trying to serve on the Creative Team and there being no guiding
Ordinance for the Creative Team. Sally Ward spoke about being honored to call High Bridge her home, writing
haikus, and read a haiku.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2023-029: Ordinance Amending Chapter 8 Boards, Committees, and Commissions
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-029: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Attorney Goodman spoke about having the same rules for
the Committees, and the Council having the power to decide what those rules are. Councilman Silvestri spoke
about having a code of conduct for the Committees and a smaller number of Committee members per
Committee. Matt Curtin spoke about having a different level of commitment based on membership status.
Discussion of ensued with the public and Council about the logistics of Committee composition, event logistics,
and volunteerism.

Councilman Nowell spoke about adding a code of conduct in the future, having plans to address this item for
some time. Councilman Schwartz spoke about having a code of conduct for the Committees and asked for




patience. Ferry spoke about spoke about having a code of conduct for the Committees. Mayor Lee spoke about
the Committees traditionally having the removal of Committee members by Council be without cause and having
consistency with the Committee Ordinances. Councilman Doyle spoke about discussing the idea of having a
code of conduct. Paul Kovacsofsky asked about the timing and benefit of amending the Ordinance. Mayor Lee
spoke about having Committee issues as a whole. Councilman Doyle spoke about a separate Committee issue
example. Matt Curtin agreed with Paul Kovacsofsky, asked for different language than that proposed, and further
Council review of the Ordinance. Attorney Goodman suspects the language about removal without cause is to
protect the Borough from lawsuits and legal fees. Karyn Gove urged patience with the Ordinance and having the
language be correct prior to adoption. Sally Ward spoke about deferring to Attorney Barry Goodman and
adopting the Ordinance as proposed. Colleen Conroy spoke about having a higher number of Committee
members to keep people involved, that with or without cause is important when it comes to having volunteers.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-029: Doyle / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-029: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, no ;

Motion does not pass: 4 no, 3 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. September Zoning Report

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 247 - 2023 | Appointment of Full Time Public Works Employee - Bradley Van Natta
Resolution - 248 - 2023 | Approval of Memorandum of Understanding for ARRIVE Together Program
Resolution - 249 - 2023 | Escrow Refund
Resolution - 250 - 2023 | Opposing H.R. 3372 Which Would Establish A 10 Year Pilot Program For States
to Test 91000 Ib trucks
Resolution - 251 - 2023 | Supporting Bill A6038 - Requiring Commercial Motor Vehicles To Be Equipped
With Certain GPS
Resolution - 252 - 2023 | Approval of Transit Village Application
Motion to approve Resolution 247-2023 through Resolution 249-2023, Resolution 251-2023, and Resolution
252-2023: Schwartz / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Resolution 250-2023
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Resolution, the State’s control as it pertains to the Resolution,
and being in support of increased truck load weight restrictions, and already having weight restrictions on
bridges. Mayor Lee spoke about support for the Resolution for historic bridges. Councilman Nowell stated he is
not comfortable with the increased truck load weight.
Motion to approved Resolution 250-2023: Doyle / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE

A. Ordinance 2023-030: Ordinance Amending Chapter 275 - Property Maintenance

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-030: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-030 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 26, 2023.




COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $69.030.43
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to one (1) minute per
person. Each person may speak once during a public comment section. No debating between residents. Comments
should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the public microphone.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: October 26, 2023 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



