BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: September 28, 2023 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  present Councilman Nowell  present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Schwartz present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Deputy Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam W.
Young and nine members of the public and press.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: NONE

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/14/2023

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 14, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/14/2023 REGULAR AND EXECUTIVE
Motion to approve the September 14, 2023 regular minutes: Graham / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to approve the September 14, 2023 executive minutes: Graham / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Matt Curtin of the High Bridge Historical Committee spoke about an email sent to some members of the
Historical Committee from the Mayor, current and proposed Ordinances pertaining to Historical Committee
membership termination, Alfred Schweikert’s work in the Borough, the removal of a Resolution for grant
funding for repairs at the Solitude House in relation to Alfred Schweikert’s termination from the Committee and
targeting of volunteers. Alfred Schweikert spoke about proposed changes to the Agenda format, his work in the
Borough, requested to stay on the Historical Committee, and made suggestions about Ordinance 2023-029.
Sally Ward spoke about the Grounds for Arts event being amazing, support of Ordinance 2023-029, not
supporting personal attacks, support for High Bridge, the Council, and the Mayor, and that hummingbirds have
left so please wash and put away your feeders.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2023-026: Drive-through Facilities Ordinance

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-026: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Councilwoman Ferry and Councilman Nowell spoke about the intent of the Ordinance including preservation of
the bank's drive through in the Borough.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-026: Silvestri / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-026: Silvestri / Nowell



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Ordinance 2023-027: Off-street Parking and Loading Ordinance and Conditional Use Updates
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-027: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Municipal Clerk Young spoke about the Ordinance being made with old code, that Ordinance 2023-028 has
already been introduced at a prior meeting with proper amendments to take the place of this Ordinance, and
recommends Council vote this Ordinance down.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-027: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-027: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, no ; Nowell, no; Schwartz, no; Silvestri, no; Ferry, no;

Motion does not pass: 6 no

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Deputy Administrator Monthly Report — August

B. Tax Report

C. Hunterdon County Board of Taxation Regarding Refused Interior Inspections of Properties
Councilman Silvestri spoke about receiving comments about the reassessment program and having a
Town Hall on this item. Mayor Lee spoke about the letter and agreed to discuss it.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Consent Agenda

Motion to amend the agenda to add a Resolution for approving Eclectic Architecture LLC for the proposal for
professional preservation consulting services to development construction documents to guide the preservation
and restoration of the Solitude House North Porch: Ferry / Schwartz

Mayor Lee spoke about amending the agenda. Attorney Goodman confirmed discussion prior to the vote is
appropriate and gave guidance on meeting procedures. Councilwoman Ferry spoke about the tight deadline for
this approval though the deadline is 2025 and the purpose of the Resolution. Mayor Lee spoke about
considerations for grant handling procedures needing to be addressed by this Committee prior to moving forward
with another application. Councilman Nowell spoke about still needing more discussion to proceed. Council
discussed project timing.

Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, no ; Nowell, no ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Lee, no
Motion does not pass: 4 no, 3 yes

RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 241 - 2023 | Approve Proposal for West Main Street Stabilization Project - Colliers
Engineering
Resolution - 242 - 2023 | Directing Colliers Engineering to Prepare Redevelopment Plan Pursuant to
Rehabilitation Designation - 1 Main Street
Resolution - 243 - 2023 | Lien Redemption
Resolution - 244 - 2023 | Transit Village Designation
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Doyle / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2023-029: Ordinance Amending Chapter 8 Boards, Committees, and Commissions




Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-029: Doyle / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, no ; Lee, yes ;

Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, no ; Nowell, no ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Lee, no

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-029 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of October 12, 2023.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Official Department

Councilman Doyle Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services / Golf
Councilman Graham Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance

Councilman Nowell Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling
Councilman Schwartz Education

Councilman Silvestri Department of Public Works & Engineering

Councilwoman Ferry Historical

Dep. Admin. Brett Administrator’s Report

Bartman

Mayor Michele Lee Executive Services

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services / Golf

Doyle spoke about Economic Development Committee meeting scheduling for Transit Village, work on
brochures, Golf Committee meeting to discuss golf course needs and improvements, positive course ratings and
reviews, read South Branch Emergency Services report, Spruce Run Reservoir work completed by South Branch
and High Bridge Fire Department, response times, community event for CPR, high angle rescue training, the
High Bridge Fire Department report, Squad 51 staffing, seeking members, increased call volume near record,
warning to stay away from power lines, read the Police report, P.D. call volume, and event Coffee With A Cop at
Scout's Coffee Bar.

Councilman Graham - Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance

Graham spoke about tax sale items, 2024 budget formation starting, utility readings have been started for
November 1st billing, the Recreation Committee successful Criterium Race event, thanked all who supported the
event including Councilman Silvestri, and presented a memento to Mayor Lee from the event.

Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling

Nowell spoke about the successful Grounds for Arts Fest event, event art being viewable until winter, thanked all
those who supported the event, PaintOut event planning, the Environmental Commission plantings around the
Borough, the GoHunterdon awards breakfast, winning the Safe Routes to Schools and Infrastructure Awards, and
the shred event coming up at the County complex on Rt 12.

Councilman Schwartz - Education

Schwartz spoke about the meetings of the High Bridge Board of Education, start of school dates, wished all well,
standardized test scores being sent to parents, a state funding meeting, the need for the Borough to assist with
communicating about future funding of schools, and a request to assist with the installation of a basketball pole,
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering

Silvetri spoke about completing operational manuals, water sampling plans, installation of 268 water meters
needing to be completed, mark outs from DPW for gas main installs, inventory of pipes, school installs, fans
installed, sewer plaint cleanup is done weekly, emergency manhole repair, sewer issue at Custom Alloy, Clean
Community grants have been filed, Dewey Recycling center is now open, a reminder of no bags at the recycling
center, leaf pickup scheduling, brush pickup, crosswalks and stop bars painted, brush cut, potholes repaired,
paving projects, new catch basin repairs, stormwater inspections completed, light repairs on Bridge Street bridge,
Arch Street line repair soon, and Bunnvale status updates.

Councilwoman Ferry - Historical

Ferry thanked everyone for supporting the Historical Committee, work on the Annex building including an
A.D.A restroom, restorations on the grounds, grants received for repairs on the property, thanked DPW for their
assistance, welcoming 4th graders to the Solitude House, a future trip for 7th graders, the future Halloween
event, Tisco winter market, displays of industrial history, work with the Historic Preservation office, Solitude
House projects completed, future grant work, and seeking volunteers for events.

Dep. Admin. Brett Bartman - Administrator’s Report



Dep. Admin spoke about work with the Springside/Nassau trails, Transit Village application work, Green
Communities grant work with a Forrester, the Stormwater Assistance and Main Street Redevelopment plan
approvals, Safe Routes project updates, Stream Stabilization agreement, sanitary inspection responses with DEP,
flow meter installation with Trident, lead line work, occupational and policy development, JIF training portal,
communication about 4 million for infrastructure needs, and NJ Transit looking at repairs and maintenance at the
train station.

Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services

Mayor Lee spoke about moving forward with the Transit Village designation, congratulated Councilman Grahm
and Councilman Nowell for their successful events held, the schools for their awards, and met with the new
buyers of 1 Main Street.

LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $520,565.71
Motion to approve bill list: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about her experience at the Grounds For Arts event.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE CONCERNING LITIGATION WITH THE
ESTATE OF PETER VAIDA AND 100 WEST MAIN STREET

Resolution 245-2023 - Motion to move into executive session: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Action may now be taken.

Motion to return to open session: Doyle / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to approve Resolution 246-2023, a Resolution approving the signing of an agreement in substantially the
form upon terms discussed in Executive Session, with any major changes reviewed by the Borough Council, able
to be signed by the Mayor, including language regarding payment of property taxes by the buyer of the property
as per the sales agreement with the Vaida estate. Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Attorney Goodman spoke about the rules and purpose of having an executive session.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: October 12, 2023 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
]
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



