BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Date: October 26, 2023 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  absent Councilman Nowell  present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Schwartz present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Deputy Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam
Young and eleven members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/12/2023

Motion to dispense with the reading of the October 12, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/12/2023

Motion to approve the October 12, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Nicholas Ferrer spoke about attending the County Tax Board meeting, concerns with the Tax Assessor and the
assessing process, Councilmember assessments, and voting for new representation. Sally Ward spoke about hearing
resident concerns, the taxable status of green acres in the Borough, and asked Councilwoman Ferry to give a finance
update of the Solitude House. Paul Kovacsofsky spoke about attending the county tax board meeting, concerns with
the Tax Assessor and the assessing process. Ed Saliga spoke about being a new resident to the Borough of High
Bridge, concerns with the amount of taxes due, and the assessing process. Coleen Hann asked if the agenda’s
discussion item is open. Mayor spoke about having the owners of the property speak during that time.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2023-028: Updated Off-Street Parking and Loading and Conditional Use Updates
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-028: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Clerk Young spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to correct minor items in the Borough’s code.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-028: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-028: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

B. Ordinance 2023-030: Ordinance Amending Chapter 275 - Property Maintenance

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-030: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Deputy Administrator Brett Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to clarify the ownership of tress
near easements and rights-of-ways.




Sally Ward asked about tree trimming over the roadways. Mr. Bartman spoke about how the Department of
Public Works manages, and has managed, the tree trimming process, and the intent of the Ordinance to clarify
prior Borough code. Discussion with Council, Mr. Bartman, and Sally Ward ensued about tree trimming.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-030: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-030: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Best Practices
B. JCP&L Utility Letter - Review and Approval of Increases

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 253 - 2023 | Approval for Colliers Engineering To Submit Safe Routes To School For Year
2024 Grant
Resolution - 254 - 2023 | Approval Of Proposal by LISKO ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC - Biennial LSRP
Certification for the Deed Notice and NJDEP Remedial Action Permit - Multiple
Properties
Resolution - 255 - 2023 | Authorize Application To Obtain Grant From NJ Dept of Community Affairs -
Water System
Resolution - 256 - 2023 | Authorizing Esker Hart Artisan Ales LLC. To Operate An Outdoor Area Under
The Limited Brewery License
Resolution - 257 - 2023 | Emergency Appropriation — Gas/Diesel
Resolution - 258 - 2023 | Support for New Jersey Emergency Medical Service Task Force
Resolution - 259 - 2023 | Waive Any Fees For The Hart Street Water Main Replacement For Service That
Are Found To Be Lead
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Ferry
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent
B. Discussion item: Library Lease and Library Parking Lot Lease
Mayor Lee spoke about the current Borough library leases, a set of draft lease agreements, terms of the
agreements, library closure process, and alternate locations not being available. Members of Council discussed
library operation cost, library usage, availability of local libraries, and the Solitude House having space to take
some items. The current owner, Rachel Yu, spoke about the history of the lease agreement, costs of managing
the property, being open to communication, and continuing to maintain onsite traditional activities such as the
Santa mailbox. Coleen Hann asked about Borough communication concerning the status of the library and the
convenience of picking up books in High Bridge. Mayor Lee and Councilmembers spoke about the Library
Board supporting the closure, the proximity of other libraries, and communicating about the closure. Sally Ward
spoke about the High Bridge library being small, the librarian being wonderful, the cost to run the library, and
proximity of other good libraries. Karyn Gove spoke about utilizing the Solitude House as a library.
Councilmembers discussed the issues with utilizing that location. Ed Saliga spoke about having a nice library but
the need to pay for costs in the Borough is up. Fire Official Rick Roll spoke about the issues of turning the
Solitude House into a library. Gianna Angelozi spoke about the positive aspects of the library and the owners
having family as a priority.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2023-031: Updated Salary and Wage Ranges 2023




Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-031: Graham / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-031 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of November 9, 2023.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilman Doyle - Economic Development Committee / Emergency Services / Golf

No report at this time.

Councilman Graham - Special Events / Open Space & Recreation / Finance

Spoke about the tax sale being is in process, utility delinquent notices being sent, budget meetings are starting for
2024, and utility bills have been mailed, an after action review of the Crit Race, and the upcoming Recreation
Meeting.

Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Public Health / Environmental / Solid Waste / Recycling

Thanked all Environmental Commission members and the DPW for their work, past and future Environmental
Commission events and work, work on the Community Forestry Management Plan, and receiving the Green
Team award. The latest newsletter has been published online.

Councilman Schwartz - Education

Spoke about the meeting of the Board of Education meeting, reported thanks from High Bridge school staff to
the Department of Public Works for helping to locate a piece of lost jewelry for a resident. The Board of
Education is in contract negotiations.

Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering

Spoke about fire hydrants having been repaired or replaced in High Bridge with only one outstanding, water
meter replacement status updated, electronics and metal recycling dumpsters at the Borough DPW garage,
scheduling a pickup of those items being available, shared service for leaf dumping at Dewey Avenue recycling
center, challenges and Borough costs with mark outs with the installation of gas mains in Solitude Village, and
about pipe size issues with the tank in the Solitude Village area. Mayor Lee asked about the Homeowners
Association sharing costs for maintenance issues. Attorney Goodman spoke about having to review the
agreement for options.

Councilwoman Ferry - Historical

Councilwoman Ferry thanked Fire Official Rick Roll for the explanation pertaining to the Solitude House,
sharing financials about the Solitude House costs, thanked all supporters of the Solitude House, grant funds
awarded, ongoing preservation efforts, events held at the property, fundraising efforts, the available Solitude
House Facebook page, and seeking volunteers. Councilman Silvestri asked about the historic district and if that
item will be reviewed by Council. Councilwoman Ferry says yes.

Deputy Admin. Brett Bartman - Administrator’s Report

Mr. Bartman spoke about coordinating utility meetings, meeting with NJ Transit Authority for maintenance and
upkeep of the train station and fallen trees in the area, funding for lighting under the transit bridge, best practices
with the Corporate Financial Officer, coordinating DPW repairs, work on the transit village application
submission, security camera work, the Borough Hall door repair, meeting for the forestry management plan, Safe
Routes 2024 project work, and the budget kickoff meeting with the CFO.

Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services

Attended the budget meeting, thanked Mr. Bartman for his good work, spoke about previously reaching out to
the Tax Assessor to have her property assessed which should reflect next year, having spoken to the County
previously about this issue, and the assessment process.

LEGAL ISSUES:
Attorney Goodman spoke about the appeal to the Government Records Council regarding an Open Public
Records Request and the main issue being a special service charge.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $3.011.476.98
Motion to approve bill list:

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent



PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Dennis Ferrer spoke about concerns with the assessment process, use of language for the process, and the
reaction of some County Tax Board members concerning the assessment process complaints. Sally Ward
suggested asking the gas company to stop making connections in Solitude Village. Councilman Silvestri spoke
about the utility process. Karyn Gove spoke about concerns with the Tax Assessor, the tax assessment process,
and banners ready to come off the stage. Jennifer Kucharski spoke about concerns with the tax assessment
process. Ed Saliga asked if his taxes will go down due to the market and asked if the Borough have utilities
hand-dig lines. Councilman Silvestri spoke about work to find lines.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn the meeting:
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Next Council Meeting: November 9, 2023 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



