
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Date: November 9, 2023 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilman Nowell present  Mayor Lee present  
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Schwartz present   
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present  
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Deputy Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam W. 
Young and seven members of the public and press. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/26/2023 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the October 26, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 10/26/2023 
Motion to approve the October 26, 2023 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2023-031:  Updated Salary and Wage Ranges 2023 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-031:  Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee and Deputy Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2023-031: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-031:  
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. October Zoning Report 
B. Tax Collector Report 
C. Updated Best Practices 
D. October Administrator’s Report 
E. Acceptance of Award from New Jersey Historic Trust Preservation Fund - $26,550.00 for the Taylor  

Wharton Iron and Steel Company Historic District 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS: 
A.  Resolution 260-2023: Approval to Execute Lease Agreement - Library Lease 
Motion to adopt Resolution 260-2023: Silvestri / Nowell 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Resolution. Councilman Schwartz spoke about the expense and the 
intent of not renewing the lease. 
Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Graham, no ; Nowell, no ; Schwartz, no ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, no ; 
Motion passes: 6 no 
B.  Resolution 261-2023: Approval to Execute Lease Agreement - Library Parking Lot 
Motion to adopt Resolution 261-2023: Nowell / Ferry 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Resolution for the 71 Main Street parking lot lease. 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 262 - 2023 Appointment of Administrator Brett Bartman 
Resolution - 263 - 2023 Appointment of Deputy Administrator Karlie Seminerio (Sonne) 
Resolution - 264 - 2023 Bunnvale - Change Order 5 for Directional Drill 
Resolution - 265 - 2023 Change Order 1 - Repairs To Sewer Laterals - Center Street 
Resolution - 266 - 2023 Main Street Streetscape Project (Hib-010) Acceptance Of Project, Release Of 

Bonds And Approval Of Final Payment 
Resolution - 267 - 2023 Natural Recycling Center Shared Service With Hampton - Leaves 
Resolution - 268 - 2023 Refund Construction Permit - Cancillieri 
Resolution - 269 - 2023 Year End Transfers 

Motion to approve Resolution 263-2023 through Resolution 269-2023: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 262-2023: Appointment of Administrator Brett Bartman 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about hiring a Deputy Administrator, the creation of a new position, how the hiring 
may effect the Administrator’s position, and there being no conclusion in the Resolution of hiring Mr. Bartman 
as the Administrator. Mayor Lee spoke about the intent for Mr. Bartman to train the Deputy Administrator, the 
probation period, and the purpose of hiring the Administrator. Discussion between Council ensued pertaining to 
the appointment term. Attorney Goodman spoke about the need for clarification and recommended amending the 
Resolution to reflect a hiring term through the Re-organization Meeting in January, 2024. 
Motion to amend Resolution 262-2023 to have the appointment to the position of Administrator effective 
through the Reorganizational Meeting in January of 2024: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Resolution 262-2023 as amended: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2023-032: Amending Borough Code Chapter 2-11 – Meetings And Conferences 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-032: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-032 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of December 14, 2023. 
B. Ordinance 2023-033: Amending Borough Code Chapter 303 - Grease Traps 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2023-033: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2023-033 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of December 14, 2023. 



COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: 

Attorney Goodman spoke about the appeal of an OPRA request to the Government Records Council. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $626,492.00 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON: NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Graham, yes ; Nowell, yes ; Schwartz, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Ferry, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: December 14, 2023 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


