BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Date: January 25, 2024 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  present Councilwoman Matos present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Nowell  present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young and eleven
members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/04/2024

Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 4, 2024 regular minutes: Ferry / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/04/2024

Motion to approve the January 4, 2024 regular minutes: Ferry / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Matt Curtin and Karyn Gove spoke about concerns with the proposed amendments to the Committee Ordinances
on the agenda.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2024-001: Salary and Wage Ranges 2024

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-001: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee and Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-001: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-001: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. December 2023 Zoning Report

B. December 2023 Tax Collector Report
C. December 2023 Administrator’s Report

OLD BUSINESS:



A. Resolution 062-2024 — Social Media Appointments and Updates

Motion to untable Resolution 062-2024: Nowell / Ferry
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to amend Resolution 062-2024 as follows: Item 1 names are Matt Curtin and Natalie Ferry, item 2 names
are Chirstopher Graham and Curtis Nowell, item 3 names are Natalie Ferry and Curtis Nowell, item 4 names are
Natalie Ferry and Curtis Nowell, item 5 names are Curtis Nowell and Kirsten Norberg, item 6, Environmental
Commission Facebook page administrators are Curtis Nowell and Jeanie Baker, item 7, Recreation Committee
Facebook page administrators are Christopher Graham and Ashley Marin, the PaintOut website administrators
are Curtis Nowell and Pia Krisjansen, and the Grounds For Arts administrators are Curtis Nowell and Pia
Krisjansen: Nowell / Ferry
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to adopt as amended: Ferry / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION #

TITLE

Resolution - 072 - 2024

Accept Resignation Of Construction Official Ralph Price

Resolution - 073 - 2024

Accept the 2023 County Historic Preservation Grant

Resolution - 074 - 2024

Amend Golf Rates

Resolution - 075 - 2024

Approving Soap Box Derby Event and Road Closure for Main Street

Resolution - 076 - 2024

Borough Event - Creative Team's Grounds For Arts Fest

Resolution - 077 - 2024

Borough Event - Creative Team's Paint-out 2024

Resolution - 078 - 2024

Cancellation and Refund of Taxes - Veteran Exemption

Resolution - 079 - 2024
Resolution - 080 - 2024

NJIB Note Form and Sale Resolution (2024)

The Bridge Newsletter Advertising Rates

Resolution - 081 - 2024 | Updated Boards and Committees

Resolution - 082 - 2024 | Updated General Borough Appointments

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolution 072-2024 through Resolution 081-2024: Ferry / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Councilman Silvestri spoke about still having questions with Resolution 082-2024.

Motion to approve Resolution 082-2024: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2024-002: Ordinance Update, Chapter 380 - Trees

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-002: Graham / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-002 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February §, 2024.

B. Ordinance 2024-003: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 2 - Historical Committee
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about having more time for review and different amendments to the Committee
Ordinances prior to introduction at the next meeting.

Motion to table Ordinance 2024-003 through Ordinance 2024-007: Ferry / Matos

Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, no ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, no ; Lee, no
Motion does not pass: 4 no, 3 yes




Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-003: Doyle / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-003 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon

County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 8, 2024.

C. Ordinance 2024-004: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 3 - Economic Development
Committee

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-004: Doyle / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-004 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon

County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 8, 2024.

D. Ordinance 2024-005: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 4 - Parks and Recreation Committee

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-005: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-005 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon

County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February §, 2024.

E. Ordinance 2024-006: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 7 - Special Events Committee

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-006: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-006 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon

County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 8, 2024.

F. Ordinance 2024-007: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 8 - Golf Committee

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-007: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-007 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon

County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 8, 2024.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:
Councilman Doyle - Golf/Economic Development/Emergency Services/Finance
Spoke about the golf course financials, South Branch Emergency Services statistics, Police Department statistics,
Fire Department statistics, a reminder to not avoid road closed signs, budget requests have been submitted from
department heads and meetings continue with the CFO.
Councilwoman Ferry - Education
Spoke about meeting with the Clinton Township Board of Education Vice President about a grant opportunity,
thanked Mrs. Gove for the communication, the Board of Education meeting updates, and the postponed North
Hunterdon/Voorhees public meeting being postponed and rescheduled for Tuesday, January 30, 2024 at 7 p.m.
Councilman Graham - Special Events / Open Space & Recreation
Spoke about the meeting of the Recreation Committee, continuing with a bike safety event in 2024 in conjunction
with GoHunterdon, use of a quad-fold brochure throughout the Borough, organizing the Hunterdon Games, a
Borough kickball game, and the Criterium bike race in August.
Councilwoman Matos - Historical
Thanked the Historical Committee members, volunteers, and supporters for their hard work in support of the
Solitude House, thanked Committee Chair Matt Curtin, spoke about the prior year events, the recent $20,000
grant award from the Hunterdon County Cultural and Heritage Commission, 282nd birthday of Robert Taylor
event, a request for volunteers to join the continuing preservation work or fundraising events, and more
information being available on Facebook.
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Social Media/Public Health/Environmental/Solid Waste/Recycling
Spoke about prior year Environmental Commission events, thanked all the volunteers for their assistance,
checking the previously planted trees, culling knot weed, work on the Tree Ordinance, putting a forestry plan in
place, meeting with the Green Team, the Creative Team planning the PaintOut event and the Grounds For Arts
event, moving to an electronic newsletter with ads, and the County shredding event in April.




Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering

Spoke about Department of Public Works statistics, DPW receiving water meter reads and completing water
meter installations, infrastructure repairs, ongoing projects including Bunnvale Well repairs and the sewer pump
house repairs, tracking of water infiltration, submitted the DEP report for electronics drop offs, Christmas tree
pickup was completed, tree removals, and DPW trainings completed.

Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report

Spoke about the status of in-process grants and coming grants, abatement letters for the Fire Official, attending
OEM meetings, building reports requested and received, responded to DEP notice of violation, attended budget
meetings, worked on the library closure, water main reporting, OSHA reporting for 2023, lead inventory updates,
and an insurance claim for a damage water hydrant.

Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services

Spoke about starting budget discussions, meeting with buyers of the previous Casa Maya building about building
apartments, thanked Councilwoman Ferry about discussing a grant opportunity with the school board for
feasibility studies for consolidation, thanked the Department of Public Works for their work with the storms and
flooding, and thanked Administrator Bartman, Clerk Young, and the Borough Hall employees for their hard work.

LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $3,187.243.18
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about being excited for Grounds for Arts event coming in 2024 and that there are 54 days until
spring. Karyn Gove spoke about Council pushing items through without discussion. Ed Szeliga spoke about
appreciating the reduced cost to taxpayers through consolidation of the schools but that he has concerns about merging
with a school district who would ban books. Mayor Lee stated that that is a school board decision. Lauren Hamlin
spoke about being disappointed about items being passed through Council without discussion, that this may be
affecting volunteerism, and a request for Highland Avenue to be considered for paving. Councilman Silvestri spoke
about Highland being on the top of the list and grant activity related to that area. Ellie Curtin spoke about hearing
mixed messages from Council when giving thanks to volunteers for hard work. Paul Kovacsofsky spoke about the
composition of the Borough Ethics Committee, has concerns that it may not be functioning, and asked if that is being
addressed. Attorney Goodman spoke about the Statutory need to set the number of members of the Committee.
Discussion between Attorney Goodman and Mr. Kovacsofsky ensued about the process of the submission of an ethics
complaint to the Borough Board of Ethics or the State Board of Ethics.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: February 8, 2024 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



