BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Date: February 8, 2024 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL
Councilman Doyle  present Councilwoman Matos present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Nowell  present
Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young and 27 members
of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/25/2024
Motion to dispense with the reading of the January 25, 2024 regular minutes: Nowell / Ferry
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 01/25/2024
Motion to approve the January 25, 2024 regular minutes: Ferry / Silvestri
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Ruby Reuter spoke about traffic issues on West Main Street, softball ficld maintenance issues, and the issue of
amendments to Ordinances affecting volunteerism. Mary Beth Strange spoke about not supporting removing volunteers
without cause, volunteerism in the community, and her removal as a volunteer. Jimmy Search spoke about tax
assessment increases, concerns with volunteerism, and attending the Borough Council meetings more frequently.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
A. Ordinance 2024-002: Ordinance Update, Chapter 380 — Trees
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-002: Nowell / Silvestri
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance amendments which consider stormwater management
regulations.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-002: Nowell / Silvestri
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-002: Nowell / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Ordinance 2024-003: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 2 - Historical Committee
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-003: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee spoke about the intent to have the Committees have the same rules in place so as to be consistent.

Attorney Goodman spoke about having the Committee code be organized in the same way as they are all
Committees. Councilwoman Ferry thanked Borough Hall professionals, spoke about reviewing items of



business, past processes of Ordinance review, issues with the amendments including the “without cause” clause
for removal of Committee members, and requested tabling the Ordinances. Councilwoman Matos spoke about
the value of Borough volunteers, thanked Borough Hall professionals, spoke about the history and issues with
the “without cause” clause, the timing for review of items of Borough business, including stakeholders in the
review process, issues with the proposed amendments, and requested tabling the Ordinances. Sally Ward spoke
about her prior volunteerism in the Borough being positive, reasons to volunteer, and dissatisfaction with
Councilmember collaboration. Ruby Reuter spoke about volunteering at Committee events, the Solitude House, ,
and dissatisfaction with some proposed Ordinance amendments. Mayor Lee stated that taking someone off of a
Committee would need a full vote of Council. Joseph Suozzo spoke about the context of the prior Ordinance
introduction, the current proposed amendments, and possible legal issues with “for cause” and “without cause”.
Karyn Gove spoke asked Council to reconsider having the “without cause” clause. Paul Kovacsofsky spoke
about concerns with comments on social media driving the amendments. Matt Curtin, Chair of the High Bridge
Historical Committee, spoke about concerns with not revisiting Ordinances and Resolutions, concerns with the
proposed Ordinance amendments including the “without cause” clause, comments on social media, other
municipal code examples, having a list of “with cause” items, and the status of the code of conduct. Matt Curtin
and Councilman Nowell spoke about procedures for amending Ordinances, amendment costs, Councilman
Nowell’s volunteerism, and what constitutes with and without cause. Councilman Nowell spoke about Council’s
responsibility to protect the Borough. Matt Curtin, Mayor Lee, and Councilman Graham spoke about the
amendment costs versus the cost of operating the Library, the history and process of amending Ordinances,
volunteers representing the Borough, expenses of the Historical Committee, voting process, volunteer conduct,
appointment to Committees, composition of the amendments, and the status of Council’s ability to be removed.
Attorney Goodman spoke about keeping comments to the Ordinance, the logic utilized for the amendments,
Council having the discretion to align the Ordinances prior to making more appointments to Committees, the
code of conduct, the protection for the Borough with having the “without cause” clause, and possible outcomes
and issues of litigation and cost with having the Ordinance read “with cause”. Councilman Doyle spoke about
the prior vote of the amendment “without cause”, reviewing the Ordinance further with advice from Counsel,
reviewing Committees versus Commissions, his volunteerism in the Borough, and alternate reasons for people
voluntarily leaving Committees. Mike Gronsky spoke about previous volunteer treatment issues, not supporting
the "without cause" amendment as written, and about other possible methods and amendments. Debbie Bear-
Christensen spoke about having a detailed code of conduct to help protect the Borough and the possibility of
having the vote be unanimous. Attorney Goodman spoke about the detailed code of conduct partially being
helpful but that it opens the Borough to litigation and he does not recommend a unanimous vote. Colleen Conroy
spoke about the need to address other important issues, asked about the role of the Liaison, and the need for more
volunteers on Committees. Pablo Delgado spoke about politics affecting his volunteerism and the importance of
volunteers in High Bridge. Mayor Lee spoke about Mr. Delgado’s conduct at a public meeting, Council having
to vote on the removal, and the need to have the Ordinances be consistent. Mr. Delgado spoke about giving his
opinion and his service on other boards.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-003: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-003: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

C. Ordinance 2024-004: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 3 - Economic Development

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-004: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Paul Kovacsofsky spoke that he believes the Mayor shouldn’t be able to make the tie breaking vote based on a
conflict of interest. Mayor Lee responded that the amendments are not about any individual. Mayor Lee,
Councilman Doyle, and Mrs. Gove spoke about municipalities in New Jersey with differing codes. Ruby Reuter
asked why the Ordinances are being changed if there has never been a complaint and about past handling of
Committee issues. Councilman Nowell spoke about the legal issue of the clause. Mary Beth Strange spoke about
trust being an issue with the Council and asked for the Ordinances to be tabled. Sally Ward spoke about the
Council having the trust of the voters through being voted to Council positions. Ellie Curtin spoke about her
future vote, disappointment with the comments and Council decisions, the effect on volunteer morale, and
wanting to volunteer. Mayor Lee spoke about the amendments not holding back volunteers. Warren Love of the




Historical Committee recommended the Committee Chairs be involved with the removal of Committee members
if needed and including the Committees in the amendment process. Steve Conroy spoke about the social impact
to Borough culture when volunteerism wanes.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-004: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-004: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

D. Ordinance 2024-005: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 4 - Parks and Recreation Committee
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-005: Graham / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-005: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-005: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

E. Ordinance 2024-006: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 7 - Special Events Committee
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-006: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Karyn Gove and Mayor Lee discussed the status of the Special Events Committee and membership on the
Committee.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-006: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-006: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

F. Ordinance 2024-007: Amending Borough Code Chapter 8 Article 8 - Golf Committee

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-007: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Matt Curtin spoke about the Committee Ordinance votes and not having a different solution for the amendments.
Pablo Delgado spoke about not tabling the Ordinances and addressing the issues at the ballot box. Ruby Reuter
spoke about not tabling the Ordinances.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-007: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-007: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, no ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; Lee, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 3 no

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. January Zoning Report
B. Tax Assessor Resignation Letter
C. Probationary Status Letter - Harold Messler
OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 083 - 2024 | Appropriation Reserve Transfers
Resolution - 084 - 2024 | Approval of Hunterdon County Police Mutual Aid Agreement




Resolution - 085 - 2024 | Authorizing The Sustainable Jersey Grant Application

Resolution - 086 - 2024 | Continued Authorization to Utilize the Fund-Raising Platform - GiveButter
Resolution - 087 - 2024 | Green Grounds and Maintenance Policy

Resolution - 088 - 2024 | Probationary Period Met For the DPW Laborer - Harold Messler Jr.
Resolution - 089 - 2024 | Smokefree Workplace

Resolution - 090 - 2024 | Utility Rates and Fees Updated

Resolution - 091 - 2024 | High Bridge Hills Golf Rates Amended

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:
A. Ordinance 2024-008: Appropriations CAP Ordinance
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-008: Nowell / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-008 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 22, 2024.
B. Ordinance 2024-009: Amending Borough Code Chapter 33, Local Ethics Board
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-009: Nowell / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-009 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of February 22, 2024.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $400,853.54
Motion to approve bill list: Doyle / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about there being more light and 40 days until spring.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes
Next Council Meeting: February 22, 2024 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
)
7 “ /
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



