BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: April 11, 2024 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  present Councilwoman Matos present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Nowell = present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Also present were Borough Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam
Young and thirty-eight members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/27/2024

Motion to dispense with the reading of the March 27, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 03/27/2024

Motion to approve the March 27, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PROCLAMATIONS:

A. Proclamation 01-2024 — Arbor Day — Presented by Councilman Nowell
B. Proclamation 02-2024 — Earth Day — Presented by Mayor Lee

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Alfred Schweikert spoke about concerns with new hire Resolutions on the consent agenda and a tax increase to
the budget. Christina Whited spoke about concerns pertaining to assessment increases, and hopes for a reduced
tax rate. Sally Ward spoke about the return of the hummingbirds and participating in previous Earth Day events.
Timothy Barrow spoke about the need for road repairs on Buffalo Hollow road and to the Cregar Ave. bridge.
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the Department of Public Works project timelines and New Jersey Department
of Transportation timelines. James Angley spoke about concerns with high taxes.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2024-010: 1 Main Street Redevelopment Plan

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-010: Silvestri / Nowell

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Borough Planner Darlene Green presented the 1 Main Street Redevelopment Plan, including additional proposed
ten parking spaces close to Main Street, addressing the status of Center Street not being a Borough street, the use
of Center Street for easing truck traffic on Main Street, affordable housing obligations, the property being vacant
for two years, the new plan giving another option for redevelopment, sewer capacity limits, the owners offering
historic components of the structure, addressing Planning Board concerns with the Planning Board, and
requested an minor amendment. Christina Whited spoke about commercial space considerations and a re-review
of historic elements of 1 Main Street. Alfred Schweikert spoke about past historic redevelopment plan efforts,
the proposed redevelopment plan shrinking the downtown business zone, and urged Council vote no to the plan.
Mayor Lee spoke about the 1 Main Street property not being in the downtown business zone, working towards
transit village designation, the property being purchased privately, and having a retail option for the new owner.




Mark of Deer Run Drive asked about retail and affordable housing. James Angley spoke about the status of the
property under current zoning. Councilman Graham spoke about the perception of the term “low income
housing”. David Goessling addressed historic elements of the 1 Main Street structure, geography, symbolism, the
impact of Covid, preservation efforts for similar structures, and future development of the train line. Vincent
Schweikert asked about the number of units in the plan and spoke about concerns with increasing units in the
Borough. Mayor Lee spoke about development creating more tax revenue. Discussion between Mr. V.
Schweikert and Mayor Lee ensued. Tim Barrow spoke about railroad history in the Borough, the 1 Main Street
structure, and looking into the future with the project. Nancy Hunt spoke about railroad history in the Borough,
history of the structure, and suggested an amendment to keep the train station and clarify language. Rich Refalo
spoke about historic preservation expenses and the need for private investors, rather than the Borough, for such a
preservation project. James Lucash spoke about living next to 1 Main Street, concerns with moving the property
lines, repositioning Center Street, and protecting his family and property. Councilman Silvestri spoke about the
Borough not owning the property. Darlene Green requested a minor amendment to the fourth round obligation.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-010: Nowell / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to amend the Ordinance 2024-010 to amend the redevelopment plan to enhance section B.2.e. on page 23
to add a sentence “However, any affordable units credited towards the Fourth Round Obligation shall be deed
restricted for a minimum of 40 years in accordance with P.L. 2024, c.2.”: Doyle / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-010: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no

B. Ordinance 2024-011: Amending Borough Code Chapter 147, Construction Records Clearance Policy
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-011: Silvestri / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Clerk Young spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-011: Doyle / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-011: Doyle / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. March Zoning Report
B. March Administrator Report
C. March Tax Report

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 136 - 2024 | Amending Resolution 126-2024 To Include Tisco Ave.
Resolution - 137 - 2024 | Approval of Additional Employment
Resolution - 138 - 2024 | Cancel Capital Balances
Resolution - 139 - 2024 | Release of Executive Session Minutes
Resolution - 140 - 2024 | Transportation Alternative Grant - Eligibility Assessment - StreetScaping and
Sidewalk Replacement
Resolution - 141 - 2024 | Accept Resignation Of Plumbing Sub-code Official Dan Niro
Resolution - 142 - 2024 | Appointment Of Henry Bell Sub-Code Official For Plumbing Mechanical Plan
Review For Multi-Family And Commercial
Resolution - 143 - 2024 | Borough Event - Arbor Day Gathering




Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolution 136-2024 and Resolutions 138-2024 through Resolution 143-
2024: Silvestri / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Resolution 137-2024: Administrator Bartman and Attorney Goodman spoke about the Administrator having a
part-time job which is not in conflict but requires approval from the Borough Council. Councilwoman Ferry
noted the title of the Resolution is different from the agenda noted title.

Motion to approve Resolution 137-2024:

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Resolution 144-2024 — Introduction of Budget

CFO Michael Pitts gave the budget presentation.

Motion to approve Resolution 141-2024, introduction of the budget:

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no; Graham, yes; Matos, no; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 no

Councilwoman Ferry spoke about having limited time to review recently received budget information.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2024-012: Capital Improvement - Center Street and Various Road Improvements

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-012: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-012 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of April 24, 2024.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $426,168.67
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Paul Kovacsofsky thanked Mr. Pitts for the presentation, spoke about the tax levy increase, and the need for a
cost analysis for Borough projects. Christina Whited spoke about getting a grant for the proposed Commons
bathrooms. Mayor Lee, Mr. Pitts, and Mr. Bartman spoke about the majority of the project being covered by
grants and how the project will be funded in the budget. Karyn Gove asked for clarification on the total budget
amount. Mr. Pitts spoke about the 10 million budget amount which includes grant funds. Sally Ward spoke about
the date of the school budget being on the 29" of April and thanked Mr. Pitts for his presentation. Coleen Conroy
asked if the presentation will be posted. Clerk Young confirmed it will be posted in the morning.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: April 24, 2024 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ
ATTEST:

e pm uichd

Adam Young Michele Lee
Municipal Clerk Mayor




