
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: May 9, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Nowell present  
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Attorney Barry Goodman, CFO Michael Pitts, Administrator Brett Bartman, Deputy Clerk Lisa Creamer, Clerk 
Adam Young and twenty members of the public and press were present. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 04/24/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the April 24, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 04/24/2024 
Motion to approve the April 24, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Lorraine Harr spoke about the lower tax rate, school budget, her tax appeal, and asked Council to reduce the budget 
further. Mike Gronsky spoke about the proposed new construction on Main Street and the possibility of having an 
architectural advisor on the Planning Board. Sally Ward spoke about having many people involved with High Bridge 
history. Dennis Ferrere thanked CFO Michael Pitts for his presentation and spoke about Michael Lane being repaired. 
Mayor Lee spoke about speaking to Clinton Township about the project as the road is owned by High Bridge and 
Clinton. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2024-013:  Amending Borough Code Chapter 120 Animals 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-013: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Leah Epstein asked about microchipping dogs. 
Clerk Young spoke about being able to put microchips on file with the Borough. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-013: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-013: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2024-014:  Approving The Amendment To Chapter 275 Property Maintenance To 

Establish Article IV Replacement Of Lead Service Lines In The Borough Code 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-014: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-014: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-014: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
C. Ordinance 2024-015:  Ordinance Setting Construction Fees 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-015: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Clerk Young spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-015: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-015: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Garden Club Grant Letter 
B. Zoning Monthly Report 
C. Tax Collector Monthly Report 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Adopt Budget 

 
Motion to open public hearing on budget Resolution 144-2024: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the new presentation process. Councilman Silvestri asked how emergency appropriations 
would be handled within the budget. Mr. Pitts spoke about emergency appropriations. Lorraine Harr asked about 
decreasing the budget further and tax impact. Mr. Pitts spoke about review of the budget, past tax increase 
history, and stabilizing the budget. Sally Ward spoke about having residents attend school board meetings and 
road repairs. Mayor Lee spoke about the Borough only being in control of the municipal portion of the budget. 
Motion to close the public hearing on budget Resolution 144-2024: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt budget Resolution 144-2024: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 151 - 2024 Amended Creative Team 
Resolution - 152 - 2024 Amending Commons Natural Recycling Drop Off Times 
Resolution - 153 - 2024 Approval of the Redevelopment Agreement between the Borough of High Bridge 

and Grastian Rose LLC. 
Resolution - 154 - 2024 Chapter 159 - Acceptance of Grant Funds - Garden Club 
Resolution - 155 - 2024 Redevelopment Escrow Agreement - 100 West Main Street 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 



 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
 
A. Resolution 156-2024: Amending April 24, 2024 Bill List Total Amount 
Clerk Young spoke about the intent of the Resolution. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 156-2024: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $160,242.91 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON: NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes; Graham, yes; Matos, yes; Silvestri, yes; Nowell, yes; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: May 23, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


