
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Date: June 13, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Nowell present  
Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Deputy Clerk Lisa Creamer, Clerk 
Adam Young and ten members of the public and press. Councilman Doyle joined by audio visual system. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/23/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the May 23, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/23/2024 
Motion to approve the May 23, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON: NONE 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2024-016:  Amendment to Update Stormwater Management 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-016: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-016: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-016: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2024-017:  Borough Building Repairs 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-017: Graham / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Brett Bartman spoke about the repairs needed. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-017: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-017: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 



C. Ordinance 2024-018:  Commons Park Bathrooms 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-018: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance, the history of grant funds utilized, appropriation of funds, 
reviewing future bids, current costs of the temporary restrooms at Commons Park, and not moving forward with 
the project if the bids are too high. Councilman Silvestri spoke about costs of the project, utilizing funds for other 
infrastructure needs, and the need to receive bids before appropriating funds. Councilman Nowell spoke about 
the current need for better restrooms and reviewing bids to decide if the project moves forward. Tracy 
Kovacsofsky spoke about the need for a working budget for the project. Karyn Gove spoke about needing bids 
before appropriating funds for possible costs. Councilwoman Ferry confirmed no funds are being spent tonight 
and about previous administrations focusing on this project. Councilwoman Matos spoke about no funds being 
spent this evening. Lauren Hamlin asked about how the grant funds can be utilized, how the project was started, 
the hope of having the County contribute for restrooms, and the need for a working budget for the project. Mayor 
Lee spoke about the funds being able to be utilized for Commons park improvements. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-018: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-018: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
D. Ordinance 2024-019:  Fence Repairs at the 513 Water Tank 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-019: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-019: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-019: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
E. Ordinance 2024-020:  Front End Loader and Attachments – Current Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-020: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance and the need to replace the current front end loader. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-020: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-020: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
F. Ordinance 2024-021:  Front End Loader and Attachments – Water Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-021: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-021: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-021: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
 
 



G. Ordinance 2024-022:  Front End Loader and Attachments – Sewer Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-022: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-022: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-022: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
H. Ordinance 2024-023:  Front End Loader and Attachments – Solid Waste Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-023: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-023: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-023: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
I. Ordinance 2024-024:  Manholes and Repairs – Sewer Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance and bringing the manholes into compliance from 
lack of maintenance and welding. Councilman Nowell and Councilman Silvestri discussed this Ordinance 
getting the Borough up to date on this issue. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-024: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
J. Ordinance 2024-025:  Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Current Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-025: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-025: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-025: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
K. Ordinance 2024-026:  Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Water Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-026: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-026: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-026: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
 
 



 
L. Ordinance 2024-027:  Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Sewer Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-027: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-027: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-027: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
M. Ordinance 2024-028:  Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Solid Waste Fund 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-028: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-028: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-028: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
N. Ordinance 2024-029:  Solitude House Porch Construction 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-029: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilwoman Matos spoke about the intent of the Ordinance and grant funds utilized. 
Councilman Doyle spoke about the status of payment for the project. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-029: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-029: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Resignation Letter of Gabriele Oliver 
B. Zoning Officer's Report 
C. Administrator's Report 
D. Officer Gutsick 4th Class Recommendation Letter 
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 173 - 2024 Accept Resignation Of Gabriele Oliver 
Resolution - 174 - 2024 Authorization For Professional Services Agreement With CGP&H LLC. 
Resolution - 175 - 2024 Authorizing The Setting Of Minimum Bids For The Sale Of Surplus Personal 

Property No Longer Needed For Public Use On An Online Auction Website 
Resolution - 176 - 2024 Borough Event - Hunterdon Games Recruitment Kickball Event 
Resolution - 177 - 2024 Ch 159 - Clean Communities Grant 
Resolution - 178 - 2024 Garbage Contract Amendment 
Resolution - 179 - 2024 Grounds For Arts Fest Fees 
Resolution - 180 - 2024 Open Container Area - Solitude House Front Lawn 
Resolution - 181 - 2024 Open Container Area - Union Forge Field 4 
Resolution - 182 - 2024 Plenary License Approval – Mrs. Riley’s 



Resolution - 183 - 2024 Plenary License Approval – High Bridge Liquors LLC. 
Resolution - 184 - 2024 Promotion of Officer Jessica Gutsick to 4th Class 
Resolution - 185 - 2024 Salaries and Wages 

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolution 173-2024 through Resolution 175-2024 and Resolution 177-
2024 through Resolution 185-2024: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 176-2024: Borough Event – Hunterdon Games Recruitment Kickball Event 
Councilman Graham spoke about the intent of holding the kickball event. 
Motion to approve Resolution 176-2024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $409,447.58 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Graham, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; Silvestri, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Karyn Gove thanked Councilman Graham for his work on planning the Hunterdon Games kickball event. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Councilwoman Ferry spoke about the Father’s Day BBQ event at Solitude House, Sunday the 16th with 
Councilman Graham cooking and donations by ShopRite. 
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: June 27, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


